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A good mind easily amalgamates with religion ; but one 
soured by discontent, or agitaCed^y turbulent passions^ will 
admit nothing exhilarating. 

Bidlake's Bamfton Lectures. 



There is no virtue more amiable in the softer sex, than that « 
mild and quiescent spirit of devotion, which, without entan- 
gling itself in the dogmas of religion, is melted by its charities 
and exhilarated by its hopes. Cowfer* 



I 

'- .1 r 






.T 



» ' 



S. Gosnelly Primer, kittU Q\jeen Street^ l^mdon. J 



1 



TO 
<rH£ BIGHT HONOVRABIE 

ELIZABETH-LAURA, 
COUNTESS OF WALDEGRAVE, 

muUBLr BBSXGNSI) TO POINT OUT, 

THOUGH 
BETTER ILLUSTRATED BT 

HER LADYSHIPS EXAMPLE, 

THS INESTIMABLE ADVANTAGES ATTENDANT ON 

THE PRACTICE 

01- 

PURE CHRISTIANITY, 

AU 

HMFBCTVULLTf AMD WITH XVEBT 8ENTIMIENT Of SSTISM^s 

INSCRIBED, 

BT 

Host OBLIOES) AND 

HOST OBEDIENT SEBTANTg 

LiETITIA-MATILDA HAWKINS. 



a2 



» 

* 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



If must appcaJr very presuming an3 viry obsti- 
nate,' ixA whatever \t oilghi pot to b<6-^to perse- 
vere iii an error vHiicii ta!s iidt estidpeSt <!etet- 
tioii, discussion, or i^ipiobf — ^and aW error so* 
easily corrected a^ t!hat 6i vtsing cAii^ctensTTc,' 
or, as they are otherwise called, * caricature** 
names, for the' ^iv^8usLgh^ o# a work of moral 
fiction. TTi(g pVkctT66 haV feeeti* i^tigmatTzed 4sf 
* vulgar' by one friend ; — by tlpk 6f softer ex- 
ptessioii-^fcut iii phrase of nearly similar import,, 
-^as * diminishing elegallce/ 

ibisposecl to pi'ofit by even negative instruc* 
tion, there are yet s6m^ doubts to be remov- 
ed ; -^ and presumilig,' whibh will hardly be 
denied, that the poor c^i-eatures — the actors and 
interlocutors or a drahii — ^musthave some niames, 
it would" be kiiid' iii tHoSe who may object, to 
state from what* sbiircie, riot liible to objection, 
they might be chosen. 

Perhaps some readers might suggest a regular 

mirch through the alphabet, on the initial and 
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VI , . ADVERTISEMENT. 

blank-and^dash system, with reduplications as 
required, such as are the pointers to multitudi- 
nous notes. . Blanks are confessedly of great 
use in pressing human inquisitiveness into the 
service of virtue, where attention is to be awak- 
ened; but, as Mrs. — — niost admirably re-^ 
niarked of a work where this practice is very . 
predominant, ' It is impossible to feel any in- 
terest in a narrative, when one is told only that 

r 

R has cut his finder, or P— ^— has got a 

sore throat.'. 

» « 

The options, in a search of this kind, appear 
to be — Real family^names — Invented namesr— 
Characteristic names. r 

Now, against using the first of tliese, many, 
are the objections. A work desig^ed to correct, 
must be, in some measure, i work of reprehen- 
sion ;— and if we calculate the danger and the 
cruelty of an unfortunate dispensation, and the 
probability that some or other Mr. or Mrs, 
Smith or Johnson might possess precisely the 
failing aimed at, no considerate person — no one 
tender towards his own fallible species, would 
adyise the bold adventure. — If the chances of 
escaping are thought in favour of the trial, let 
experience be heard, and it will be found that 
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pain has hep^, inflicted, apd subsequent caution 
taught. 

Invented names must be creations or combi- 
nation^. >-< Creations want usage to reconcile 
th^ e^r to tiiem — combinations may, through 
i^orance, turn out family-names. Of names 
invented, there is another |ut>division,-r-in to such 
a^, giving a hint of character, are nearly syn- 
onymous with those decried, and such as con* 
Sjult only tlie tender ear of the reader :r?-'the for- 
mer may offend by rough associations of conso- 
nants, which distress in pronouncing, or excitp 
ridicule by improbable sounds, which surprise 
in listening. 

. fiut in consulting the ear, it must be con- 
j^ssed, that there is a better chance of pleasing 
than is offered by any other mode of selection ; 
and few would, perhaps, find fault with pretty 
3^^es, elegant names, noble names, grand 
names, even did these qualities exist only in 
the fipcy of the eye or ear : here, indeed, ano- 
ther regard interposes — a regard challenged by 
the writer, and arising out of a contempt that 
cannot be disguised, for all the meretricious arts 
of literature. — -Where religion, common sense, 
£rm principle, incontrovertible truth, and real 
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example, form the source from which instruc- 
tion is conveyed, the recommendations to be 
borrowed from sounds are as little thought bftas 
the colour 6f an orator's robe, or the frame of 
a' first-rate picture — ^let each of these be but 
proper, nothing more is asked; and, wher6 to 
do good is the sole aim, the mirid disdains loW" 
praise for minute attentions— it cannot wander 
from rts purpose even for the length of a word. 

But the attractions of a corrupt species of 
Jit^rature— ^the irirps^ssioned love-story, inrf Ihfe 
unprofitable imitation- of inanities of pbKte liffe,^ 
are, ho\<rever a better taste may be assumed, still 
in force; the censure itself proves it; and, 
making the practice' of such writers th* 8b,tid- 
atd, coriforniity to it is demanded of thbSe 
whose humble cndeaVoutsare rather calculated? 
to make their fellow-creatures feel the moment- 
ous importance of an hour, thaii to help them- 
to pass it insensibly. 

It is surely unfair* tb impose on such as wbulrf 
guard the ineiperiehcierf, the trappings of thds^ 
who woultl allure theiii. In' every oth^r un- 
dertaking, something' is allowed to harmony of 
style, and something to the taste of the artist ; 
and to die style here adopted; which is* nothing 
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9botve the familiar — and the taste of the writer, 
Tfhich is of the plainest description — similar 
CQfipe^sion is humbly requested. In works 
^here refinement jsxtends to syllables^ the story 
19 ^h^ principal— jn this it is the subordinate 
p^t, ^n^ pf f|sp only to take off the dry di- 
^ctic appearance ^hat xpi^ht ^larm the patienc^ 
{pf those for whose adyantage it is chiefly de- 
fig^e^— rwithout i^ indeed, it i^ to l^e feared^^ 
tbj^ p/^cf^^t might be; addressed to tl^e winds, 
or submitted merely to the criticism of th^ 
re%d^ '^ sketches are e?,9mpli%^^ipim, s^d 
a^fi tp ^vfi anuqation to truth ; and it is iq 
^epp l^a^ tin^ ijames ol^pcfe^ to, find i^^r pro- 
m^ Mm afid Rlajc^-rtbey j^i;e in harmony with 
the Sju^j^t, ^^ t^ ^^gl^^ colounjng bestowe4 
Oft it--r!tji/g[ copt Jffx labour iii the search — th^y 
pyo^ent tbenjselv^a vrith thp obj^?ct— whereas, 
W^re f(i[f^}iiea^ «P,i#t foj. m hpi« w^^t he 
fP^njt iff <|^V»& W4 '^«? a V^H Wi ^^ver- 
ing; and by. pkcisg. disp lacing , and replacing, 
ihe reader migkt imd his favoucitei^ hfigiA tlifiir 
exis^nce in one family, and end it in another. 

. fiut tlu& pfiii^ im hfim. setitlB«i, lo^S W^i. ^J( 
an authority that pannot be disputed ; and th« 
adpijgj^oj}! pf ^\ 1%^^^^ ^°^y *^ adjustment of 
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the species of literature in which a work like 
this may be classed. Every one acquainted with 
criticism, vnll place it in the rank of 'Comedy/ 
We may subdivide it, and consider part of it 
as entitled to the appellatidti of * Genteel co- 
medy,' part to that of Farce-r-still it is of the 
class of Comedy ; and speaking of that sort of 
composition, Donatus, the learned commentator 
on Terence, says expressly, that the names used 
in it, ought to have a reason and an etymo-^ 

logy*- 

If a comic writer of another sort be an au- 
thority, we have Cervantes; and as defence^ 
against the heaviest part of the censure, it is to 
be observed, that till the sentimental comedy 
took place of the more humourous, character^ 
istic names were always adopted. Every per- 
sonage in Ben Jonson's inimitable * Volpone,^ 
has its appropriate designation; the Vulture, the 
Raven, the Crow, the Fly, hover round the Fox; 

* Nomina personaruin in Comodiis du^taxat, habere 
debent rationem et ^tymologiam. Etenim absturdum est, 
Comicum ap^rte argumenta confingere, vel nomen pereonee 
iacoDgruum dare^ vel officium quod sit a nomine diTenum* 
Hinc servus fideUs ParmenOf infidelis vel Syrus vel Gcta^ 
fojlm ThrmOf vel Pokmonf juvenis Pamphilus^ &c* 

Tbrbitt. Adelphi, Not. L 
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and even the young gentleman has his characteir- 
istic name? and whatever may be objected to his 
lower performances, in this, at least, without any 
diminution of the classic elegance of the drama. 
And if modern refinement is pleaded against the 
practice here justified, it should be remembered, 
that Miss AUscrip, in a comedy which was 
extolled, quite as much as it could merit, by 
the world of fashion, is a compound df the 
cant name of two of the public funds. 

But, however firmly a stand may be made 
against imposed obedience to a denied authority 
in a matter of form, the confidence extends no 
farther*^ It is with a very contrary feeling that 
this work is offered to the public — it is in the 
dejecting consciousness that a subject has been 
chosen demanding far greater powers, more ex- 
tensive information, more continuity of thought 
—in every way more intellect than will be 
found in it. The discovery was made too late 
to retract; the mortification attending qu it 
can only be consoled by seeing some abler 
writer undertake that which has been, in spite, 
of every deficiency, an employment of exquisite 
delight — the recommendation of the fear and 
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love of Qodf ^ an interwoven principle of h^ 
inan actions — b,$ the best guide through the 
cares of this life^ and Ijhe noblest incentive to 
3eek the h^tppiness of th^^t which shall suc- 
ceed it 
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CHAPTER I. 



Colonel Eugene died, having bequeathed to his 
vidoir the guardianship and care of their only 
child, ahoy ' of great promise ;' but who, not 
having completed his eighth year, promise 
%irhat he might, was not, even by his admiring 
mother, judged quite equal to the guidance of 
himself, though his father had, iudeed, spared 
no pains in making hinj * a manly boy,* by intro- 
ducing hii)^ amongst those of his convivial asso- 
ciates who were best qualified to efface the cha- 
racteristics of childhood. 

He was now what devouring sisters call a 
* nice boy,' — what grandmammas call * a fine 
boy,'— what their maiden daughters call * a gen- 
teel boy,' and the married ones ^ a darling boy,' 
— while fathers have their comfort that * the 
young dog' has a little of ^ the pickle' in him ; 
—for, according as the various hues of natural 
character appeared to various by-standers, he was 
judged ; and the mode of education under which 
he was rearing, was admirably suited, like the 
plumage of a dove's neck, to make beholders 
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doubt the testimony of their own eyes, — a ptrzzftf 
easily contrived, where one parent says to at 
son, * You must rough jt through the world, 
and the other recommends whatever can render 
the journey smooth and pleasant. 

The colonel had seldom, when not in a rage, 
used any severer admonition to his son than 
^ Please yourself.' — It would, perhaps, have been 
too much to hav6 added, ' and you will please 
me ;'-^fof it has seldom been found that chil- 
dren on whom the first part of the injunction 
has devolved, have been able to accomplish the 
second;' — * Please me, and you will please your* 
self/ an experienced parent would say;-^<ind 
the trial is worth making : but the inversion of a 
moral axiom, like that of a pyramid, is not the 
be&t position for keeping things in their right 
places. 

On this insulated system of self-pleasing^ 
Frank Eugene had enjoyed many indulgences 
as a child, which, though perhaps contribut- 
ing as little to his happiness as the}' did after- 
wards to his coiftfort, were of importatice, by 
sparing him the vexation of contradictioii^ and 
the trouble of overcoming it. But whatever 
these eifects or advantages, they served towards 
the formation of a character; and, like a dutiful 
son, he never lost from his memory the recoHec-* 
tion of his father's standing order, * Please your- 
self.' 

Nor was the colonel backward in affording 
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Frank such assistance as might make his duty 
to his parent a pleasure to himself. He would, 
witli those contortions of delight which accom- 
pany the success of a new and daring project, 
tell Frank in his babyhood Ho send away his 
* nasty beef,' and bid his mother give him some 
nice white chicken, intimating that she was 
saving it for hei'self, and that such had been the 
way, more or less, of all women, ever since he 
knew them; — and, dear good man ! so consistent 
was he, that but a few months before his deatli, 
on Frank's spirited re&sal to sit at a side-table, 
he had settled the matter by saying, * Then you 
must put on a good face, and. shove yourself in 
amongst us (l).' 

Such a plan, forwarded by Mrs. Eugene's oc- 
casionally entreating guests not to eat of certain 
dishes, * because they were bad for Frank, and 
if he saw them eaten without his partaking he 
would cry,' might have already produced striking 
effects, had they not been counteracted by the 
ebullitions of insane anger which the young 
gentleman had to endure from his father. Not 
recollecting, probably, that a child never con- 
tradicted, can seldom be justly punished, the 
least inadvertence would, at times, draw down 
on Master Eugene expressions little short of 
execrations. The cane, the horsewhip, the any 
thing at hand, were reason, argument, repre- 

(1) See lh« Note At the end of the Chapter. 
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hensioQ ; aiid the spoiled boy experienced $ev0: 
Titles unknown in more efficient discipline. 

Again, however, with equilibrium as nice as 
that of water, the matter adjusted itself : the co- 
lonel never failed^ with humility almost amount* 
ing to a confession of error, to ask Frank's p^n* 
clon, and to beg a reconciliation, after every in*- 
fliction of corporal punishment (9). 

Why did he do this ? Did he think himself 
wrong ?— ^no : but he was fearful of exasperatr 
ing his son, and losing what he had seen other 
parents gain .by filial affection. And to this 
cowardly seifish feat is to be referred not a 
little of the prodigious .solicitude just .iH>w in 
fashion to preserve the love of fchildren. 
- What will.. be' the harvest temped: fjrolm this 
mode of culture may easily be computed, by 
ithose who will take the trouble to observe what 
^conduct most certainly wins the respectful affeq- 
tion of young persons, and who are. the instruc- 
tors most esteemed. by tliiem.r-Not ! the too in,- 
dijilgent — ^not those who are th^ most lavish of 
praise— not tliose' who seek popularity in the 
nursery or the school-room; but those who, 
listening to the dictate of an upright conscience, 
do their duty, fearlessly towards their fellow- 
creatures, fearfully towards a higher Power, de- 
ferring all hope of gratitude till their benefits 
haye made themselves felt, and they themselves 
are out of hearing of all acknowledgment. * T is 
not,* said Priscilla to Hebe, ' what you think 
of me nawt that I regard : it is, my child, what 



you shall tbinkof mc, if^you.reiollMt mej in 
the last liour oif ybiur life z-^thi^n, aad then only, 
yoii wiU estimate jusft^'ihy care^^ «'^ '^" • 

And it is no hazarded oljservation to remark-^ 
it is.the voicq of ei^perii^e tbait ^ancti^s the 
remark^'N^-tiiat in ' the • gd varnment bf ' etiildten; 
and the inanagetnent of isevvants, nothing sttc«» 
ceeds so, well a^ia ft|ii^ intelligible ptah'of jii&<* 
tice, aot sitbdaitteB totheiir criitici^^, hut Opc^ 
ratiii^ to thoar adriantage: Of tliis iKhe^Mti amd 
the hircAin^ :cah, will»'^(^l tcut^eM^^jildgii 

and the>retuTn'fib»i4li^^tism(lof dMi^i^ iB'thi 
tame rbut wheirevcr, to,«aVeithe.tmuW^of kam^ 
iug to da liglkt^^weaYeiixniiteiit to^ te ifidf^ri^f 
i^whertver ibdU%ene^ is subfetitu^d- fdif^ strict^ 
ness^ and a Ailse balance id qdjMt^d % K.^ brlbci^ 
tespeet/^ ^tomn^ deference - ^ve gone' t -^ ^ery 
rimiivi^^h^comes 9^pikX^ obiigatibii 

edmes as ^ tribute tor wbdm tribute^ Am ;' "jttid 
Ae count^nance^v^U's^rc^ly ccmieeal contenipti 
while the hand is stt etched out to jeceite (^. ^ 
The^^ po6r dear^^otbtiel/ ^e^ ^had, k« fe« 
ittdy half- defined hitnidf 4»tigl6^e\^rflWic/' \r^ 
not a step nearer tiuccfijb^ ; 4ie woftdededf hov hi^ 
eoiitd have ^iled ; he Wa^/' ' % ialtth'dfti ^oras sa- 
cred, mo»t extrenieiy af^tonish^d/land mkch mu 
prised, tSiat his boy was not >s affectionate .at 
thd young Gtmbys ; for ha uas «ure be had ten 
times moiei be^tW^d on himf-*-he ifluarj^ iuquiw 
a Kttle^ho^v the Gun!by» vrer^ managisd f: for he 
began to Ifaifik he x^buld not g^^ ^^ Aiixck longer 
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on his awiplan, or rather Mrs. Eugene's plan; 
for if Frank was spoiled, and he began to think 
he would be, he should always say it was her 
fault.'' f . . 

ThU W4f^ a little, bard upon ^ poor Mrs. £u« 
geu^ ;' fyr though she had had her notions as to 
ediULcatipd^ ^ ^he was perfectly satisfied thejr were 
theibe$t that could bei adopted/ and ^.were they 
mqre igeneraJ/ abe was* convinced '^we ^ould 
t^Qt. bear rOf >3o.inaBy men who wore bad hus*< 
|)rad9i hjaMl fatbeni, bad sKteis*' She had . always 
, ttigughtk ' >Qfir.p»3sions and pur feeling were what 
^vffdTo^ght to. be guided byj'-rp^iay, iC thdy wem 
X)Qt:giv«i< uff for tbi« purpMe^ ifor. Heaven's sake; 
wl^t \irere they for?' >* She dbted on fceling-j' 
^d inow thdit the ^ poor dear colonel's untimely 
de^(^> Jiiad left he^; a forlorn widow>;sbe,^hopld 
act so by dear ]?rank; as to lead him byih^s fptikf 
logs ;:and h^ engagiog them on her side, ^^mak^ 
^lierself his. confidante in the more formidable 
reign of the passions'.' MrS. Eugene^/ poorWio* 
mf^y did no(t lauspect that she mieant only ta be 
hex; soft's prime ajinijsterjfor life- She ttougfet 
heiaelf alt J/east a secOndXornelta; ' . : \ 
Perwiyitig*. to her grwt ©ncouragemiesnt, that 
the feelings of Jheif son were more than ordtna*^ 
rily- or :conjtrolablyi strong, she liad; in. tdie short 
ipace of her widowhood, done all that suggested 
itself, bryj.wihicih $be could add to' their force; 
^.Qnic^ feelings,? * strong/ feelings,' 'iniipetuoUs 
feelip$%'..5 natural feelings/, and ^ gentlemanly 
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feelings,' were, as occasion offeredv tliemes of het 
eloquence ami applause. Rewards and indiil*- 
gences attended every proof her own Frank's 
good heart gave her of his possessing * thoso 
treasures of life^ without which existence was a 
desert/ 

Lest t!ie direction how to go right shoirW not 
be clear enough without another how not to gdk 
wrong, she was equally forcible in expressin^^ 
her disapprobation tind contempt of those whom 
she named ' the whole corps of oysters,'— intcj 
which unsocial band slie enlisted ^11 * the pebplo 
of bread-and-cheese notions, who lived bv clocks 
and bells,' — all * the vulgar herd who lived iri 
dread of death and the devil,' — ^all * thfe com- 
mon-place characters \vho were content with be^ 
ing content,' — and ' all the pusillaniihous oeco-^ 
Bomists wht), in fear of Christmas bill*, gave- 
neither balls nor suppers (4).' 
• But Mrs. Eugene, now called out to anxious 
cares, rested not her son's success on one class of 
recommendations. ^ She had distingiiislied hinv 
even in his nankins^ ^rom other boys of his age 
and pretensions. She intended him to take the 
lead in ^ all that distinguishes the man of for- 
tune and of talent;' and stirring Up,. to the best 
of her abilities, whatever emulation, envy, pride^ 
oovetousness, and selfishness, * flesh is heir to,' 
slje had the satisfaction of seeing him all she 
could hope, considering his years and a little 
opposition she had not been able to overcome iu 
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her mother, who was Frank's godmother, and 
who had insisted on the dear boy's being taken 
to church, and brought up ' not quite like a 
)ieatfaen.' 

. Perceiving too, at the end of the year of wi- 
dowhood, that ' poor Mrs. Eugene' was hurrying 
ipto every folly that could' lead her to an early 
grave, the old lady had likewise insisted on 
Frank's being removed from the irregularities of 
London and a consumptive mothei''s embraces^ 
to the discipline and more salubrious air of ^ 
preparatory school in the country, from wfaicl^ 
be might be, in due time, transplanted to the 
higher institutions of the kingdom. Mamma 
tried, to compromise, by an offer of taking hiiQ 
into the closet of the chapel-royal whenever it^ 
happened that she* was well e|iough to go her^^ 
self, aod o^ering the Bible to be read in the opeor 
air of a street-garden, thirty paces in length i 
but it would txot do : — the old lady was a very 
Mrs. Shylock, and h^d her money in her owxi 
power ; and Mrs. Eugene had no other resource 
than obedience, palliated by every excuse she 
could find for detaining ^ her beau' from his 
studies (5). 

Delighted with being amongst boys, and 
with the povelty of stimulations, Eugene made 
all his tasks amusements ; and regarding the 
precepts of the drill-serjeant and the manoeuvres 
of the catechist, as affording equal opportu- 
nities of exhibiting his prowesSi Tfie soon gained) 
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applause for his predion of mov^iiMat and hi^ 
promptitude of reply. The drilling required hq 
commei^tary ; but the usher's jbusiness was uot 
finished when the verdict *■ Good boys' exempt^ 
ed the^atechuniens fropa paiD9 .and penaltiesu An 
simplification of a commaadment, or an impress 
aive reference to the summary of Chn^tiao dui 
ti«s, as the rul$ for our action,, ^as; a part pf the 
teach?r'3 spoutaneous laboui'; and Eugene's 
qijick perceptions wei^e gratified by the seeming 
discovery of latent evil in things accounted iof 
differait* . He was convinced that the usher was 
*: a capital clwer fellpw,' and in his first visit at 
home, felt at oncq disposed to infofm his mo- 
ther of what he reaspnably imagined new tq 
her, and to bring her practice to (he test with 
which he was so repently become acquainted. 
. Mr$« ^ngpup listene^d eagerly to the speaker 
if npt to the subject, and sufiiered ^ the dear boy 
to amus^ himself his own way, and to fancy him- 
self vastly wise.* In his hearing she uttered his 
-wiitty speeches, eyen when they were not com-, 
pliments to herself;, and on his asking when shct 
had taken pains to inform him of the motives to 
playing games of chance, whether this was not, 
qft(sr alf, * coveting your neighbour's gobds,' she 
was convinced she had ' a second Daniel' for a 
son. , She protested that he would cure her of 
saying nanghty wprds, and writing letters on a 
Sunday: but she was mistaken: the only effect 
prodnG^df was the e?(:cltation of a question in 
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Frank's mind, whether there were any ' capital 
clever- fellows in girls' schools/ 

Grandmamma died, and Mrs. Eugene, conviii-^ 
Ced that she had made every effort in her power^ 
could part with Frank no more. Bribed to be 
quiet at home, he soon begaii to doubt whether 
the usher was indeed such < a very capital clever 
fellow' as he had thought him. The matter wa^ 
$oon settled by - his' maitima's un^^rtakifig to 
prove that what he had taught him, * any old 
woman in the parish knew long before* 
• Nothing is so niucli to be relied on for pro^ 
ducing shame, as the mention of an old woman ; 
and, once brought into use, it was applied with 
the happiest effect, whenever' Frank Was wise^^ 
till he left off wishing to be so- ^• 

He now reigned with perfect influence and n& 
pufiilfepimous moderation over his feverish mo* 
tlier. The last of a numerous family, and inhe^ 
riting the too common inheritance, afas! of 
heiriB^ses, the maladies of many generations, she- 
had been herself reared by care; and her pecu- 
niary importance,' and some clauses in her mar<% 
riage-settlementj had made her husband conii* 
Bue that care. 

Freed at twenty^eight years of age fron> re^ 
strictions which she thought unnecessaiy, and 
weitj always inconvenient, she got round beta- 
set of flattering friends, who, without any s.e» 
rious intention of murder, but merely urged by 
the ordinary motives of society,- prevailed- <m, 

2 
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her to ascribe her previous ill health to the re- 
sti'aint that had preserved her, and persuaded 
her to do what they might see she only wanted 
a pretext for doing. Under this- guidance, she 
W^s, as she said, ^ dragged out,' wlieu she wouid 
not stay at home : she carried her sorrows to the 
card-table, and her cares to the theatre ; recol- 
lected * the poor colonel,' when the luck Nyas 
against h§r, or the l^quse thiu;_and comparing 
herself to Lady Randolph, led her young Nerval 
down the dande, w^ith the flushing conscious-? 
ness"that all eye^ were upon the interesting 
couple. * Lord! |ord!* cried old Mrs. Crab tree,; 
^ wh^t iij it, peoglq wqulcl xiof do, if they werq^ 
but sure of b^in^lookod at?' 

In these exertions, Mrs. Eugene closed her 
Kfe; and ifshe had any consolation in leaving the 
world, beyond that o^ her uncle i\Ir. 13ellarnn'ne*s^ 
acci^l^tiiig thejphargp, pf Franks it .was derived 
ivom tl^ sfjnsatiqn' hev eavly tleajbli would excite* 
If: she had not thisy ' poor wom^iiY! it is ditficulb 
to find any she could have. 

.' . .' , NOTES. . 

' (1)^1 hope,^ said the father of five chiklren, ^ my Driencl( 
MOEzy's soila will -Meed him of a f^w of hig thousands.' The 
auditovs of this wish were two young men jxist entering on 
the world, and whom it behoved to be prudent. 

* * • • ■ 

(2) It is earnestly requested that no compliment may be 
supjiosed due to invention in portraying Master Eugene's' 
costume ; he is dressed in notlung which has not been worn 
before. 
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(S) ^ Nqw, f protest solemnly,' said little Harry*! moiler t6 
bins, * as you are not up this morning by our breakfast^ to* 
morrow you shall have none.'— ^ I commend you/ said her hus- 
band — * it is painful rigour, but it is necessary. The good 
/ather, to support his wife's audiority or her dpiHt^y naade k 
]^oirit of entering the breakfast-room, ai the decisive momenf 
aa he e)cpe/cted to find it: when the. first object tiba^*gviemd 
him, was .Master Harry embracing his bowl )of milk with hia 
lefl arm, and wielding his spoon with his right. — * JV^y^dear !* 
said the more judicious parent. — ' Nay, do not scold me,' 
said mantfma aloud — ^ it is such a dlangerods thing to baulk 
<ihfldren of their regular meals.* — * Should you not have re^ 
collected thia before you proliested solemnly P'^^^ AbJ L 
knew you would scold ; but my Hany will be a good b^ y^and 
love his dear own mother— won't you, Harry ? Comey let me 
kiss your dear pig's face, you little beastikin.^ — Harry noddeq 
rsneer to his mother^ and his countenance said, ^ I defy ^dUf 
Don/ at soon as it was prudent to be brave* * ' . -^ * 

(4) If ever a restitution pf expression is proposed, simSi^r 
to that of the daw's borrowed feathers, some of these will 
be claimed by a celebrated parliamentary orator, who, invited 
with his bride to the house of an old friend, and, after>gVeat 
want of punctuality, being requested to name «i^ M6M t>f 
the day or night, when he should be at ieisujiie to (dine». re4 
plied, < My dear Sir, it is impossible toe can be tied down ti^ 
such bread-and-cheese notions.' It is difficult to' find a term 
by which to describe * un-bread-and-cheese notions ;'— but of 
these lawless professors 6f that which cannot be defined, it 
9)ight fairly be asked. What fruit haV^ ye qo# fof il^se 
things whereof ye were then not ashamed? Does bocieff 
fiurge ai^ suQh shackles as such people met on rtbemaelves ) 

(5) It is to be hoped that the useful appellation bprrowed 
from bur exemplary neighbours on the other side the water, 
and designating a character not very analogous to that of this 
countr}', will never be dropped. There is but one lady amongst 
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w$f and die, we may biuat, is not Engliih, who if privileged 
in saying, ' I must have men about me ;* but we all can say^ 
* We must have heaux^ and this is, in m^any other instances, 
one of die great recommendations of the Gallic language* 
Things may be said, and are said in it, which, without thk 
wraj^pkig cobweb, would not be. tolerated in good society. 
'The convenience of the term here alluded to, was forcibly ex- 
perienced by an excellent mother, who, ci^eful to preserve 
A little girl of the best dispositions from the mischief of play- 
fellows, kept neighbours and friends aloof, and at last yielded 
only to the admission of two little cousins, from whom no- 

• 

thing was to be apprehended* •< lliey were such nice girls! 
brought up under such a pattern-mother 1' Visiting-diqr 
came; the delights of it commenced, but the city-mice were 
not interested in their country-cousin's sports and pastimes ; 
they eyed matnma, and, under a pretence suggested by 
|iuerile craft, drew their little hostess behind a screen, scarcely 
read&ing a situation of safety, before, in an audible whisper 
and ludicrous imperfection^ of speech, the elder said, * Av you 
^ot a beau ? My ma' thaith we mutht all av beauth.' — 
f Come to me^ my dear,' said oolemma. 



.> 
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CHAtTER IL 

Young Eugene, now iii#re than ten years old^ 
WAS not insensible to his loss; but noiue of the 
feelings his mothei* had cultivated in his mind} 
a|)plied to it : little, thorefore, of his great-uncle's? 
eloquence was called out to convince him that 
it was folly to grieve : he merely asked him * if 
sorrow for his mother would bring her to life 
again ;* and when the boy showed his know- 
ledge of physics by answering in the negative, 
his relation commended his discernment, and 
drew the only just conclusion from the premises, 
* that sorrow was useless ;' to which, with the 
promise of a famous poney, and an observa- 
tion, that, * had his mother lived, she would 
have made a fool of him,' the young gentleman 
assented. 

With his great-uncle, now become his guar- 
dian, Frank Eugene removed to Mr. Bellarmine's 
estate in one of the midland counties, where he 
was then living in all the enjoyments of which 
he was, by nature, taste, or education, capable, 
surrounded by a neighbourhood of field-sports- 
men and * excellent shots,' whist-players, duck- 
hunters, hard drinkers, and fastidious eaters. In 
his family he insulted all decency, by placing 
^ housekeeper at the head of his table, a natur^ 
son at the bottom of it, and a daughter, very 
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^iendeHy related to her brother^ at his ow^n riglit 
hand f and this, not from any anxiety to lesaes 
the disgrace his vices and follies had inflicted, 
but from thorough shamelesis insensibility, and 
with a view of getting rid of his illegitimate pro^ 
geny: on better terms^ by showing that he con- 
sidered them himself The housekeeper ruled in 
more situations than at table : the young lady 
was indulged in dress and frivolous accomplish- 
ment% as a lure to such men as frequented his 
house: the son, sli^me to say! had been be- 
stowed on the church, because there was a small 
advowson on the estate, for the vacancy of 
which he was waiting, in a pitiable state of de* 
pendence on a temper formed out of the dregs of 
all sorts of passions. 

The ill humour of an old libertine is the only 
fragment of a ruined mind that can claim re- 
speQt: it is theonlyproofof a rational judgment 
that has survived his practice. Self-compla- 
cency, whatever his natural endowments, would 
rank him wi th the lowest order of fools ; whereas 
a good, hearty, consistent, never-failing quarrel 
witlihimself, shows that he has not made his elec* 
tion ^nemine dissentiente,^ and that, of counsel 
against himself, he is of opinion with the better 
part of the world. So far, therefore, Mr. Bellar- 
mine was a respectable man ; but as the mean^ 
he pursued to abate this self-hostility were ex^ 
actly those most calculated to increase it, he 
was apparently and to common observation, ra- 
ther wisQr in thegry than in practice. 
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At the time when his young relative beieaBi^ 
m part of his familV} this illegitimate son, who 
had been just ordained, was enduring all that 
the jealousy of the housekeeper and the insoleno^ 
of her sub-lover, the butler, who acted as ^maitre 
d'hotel,' could inflict on a feeling mind : no- 
thing could be more precarious than his pro^ 
spects; nothing could be oft^aer threatened 
than his future provision, and even his abode im 
the house; and had not the young man been 
early inured to hardships, his situation must 
have been intolerable ; but he was useful, and 
he was endured ; and he had been taught to 
know, that to be endured was the highest good 
fortune to which he could aspire. 

To get rid of him during the age of boyhood^ 
and to fit him, at the least possible expense, to be 
provided for in the cheapest way, he had been 
transplanted from his mother's lodging i&the 
market-place of the next town, to one of those 
frugal schools in the north of England, whither 
parents seem allured to send their children, by 
the difficulty of seeing them, and the chance of 
their never returning (l). The science and prac* 
tice of poverty were here taught to perfectiooi 
but without any blame attaching to the con- 
tractor. Parents were informed what could not 
be afforded, and all was afforded for which they 
stipulated. The discipline was of a very whole^ 
some description ; but time was not lost, pupils 
were not neglected, and it was altogether a 
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Tterjr proper place for boys eirtxaMtAikeed as was 
poor little Enos Lithe, who, designated from hfti 
mother, had been fairly registered in the sqliire-s 
parish for what he wa», and, as his fiither wit- 
lily observed, * ttinst make the best of if/ ' 
Perhaps he owed much to the i^petition cC 
words, importing that he was to rdy on nothing^; 
for to no othet impedes of exhortation could f^ 
traced a spirit of exertion and industry, Which 
soon distingtrfsfaed him, and in the cottr^ of k 
few years made him tather the assist^t tbati th^ 
pupil of his master, Whoi kindly disposed toward^ 
Irim, was liberal of such advice as' he thought 
most likely to be serviceable ' iii his dependent 
situation. If it was advice rather suited to the 
bondman than to the free^ the error originated 
in the small tract of observation altowed his in- 
structor : he had seldom in tliose who * w6ttt on 
th^plan^ of Mr. Bellarmine, seen any character 
but the oppressor ; whercfbrcj and to do; him 
justice, * without making any extra charge,* he 
taught, on principle and with great success, the 
accomplishment * submission.' There were not 
trees enough near his dwelling to allow of his 
pointing to the oak and the willow; and the 
fable is not in Phaedrus ; but he could, with*- 
out the aid of allegory, and even without recbl- 
kcting Prior^s Merry Andrew, impress tm hb 
pupil's mind that admirable counsel, 

* Eat your pudding, slave^ and hold your tongue#' 
VOL, I, IC 
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Poor Xithe*^^ i^efulncs^ ws^s his fortune* It 
a^Uting others, he far more assisted himself; and 
though he could not, as in greater schools, seU his 
witSj'-^for here were none able to hny^—h^icnt 
them willingly, and, without usury, made large 
interest — Removed to the university on. terms 
of frugality tiiat disgraced him, he felt the full 
y^hie of. his acquired habits of application, 
whic)i stood to him in the stead of all expensive 
modes^of passing his time, and when understood^ 
ponferr^d on hiip a credit even with those least 
like him, i^'hich be cquld not have purchased : 
}xe grossed i}Q ipan's path ; he came in qq man'^: 
way ; hp m^ide pretensions to nothing but what 
\ip saw> with few exceptions, under-rated ; and 
^ubmissivp to a)l, apd again useful to some, hp 
Wfi» ' endured/ 

All this had very duly and pppoj'tunely pre* 
pared the mind of poor Lithe to accommodate 
itself to Mr. Pellarmine's modes of life, without 
sharing in the vice of them, or showing offence 
Zt them, and to undertake, for no emolument 
but a pontinued endurance pf him, the educa^ 
tion of young Eugene, but it was undertaken 
under restrictions that ought not to h^ve been 
impQsed ; he was to interfere with nothing but 
*.his books,' Such a fipe boy was nqt to have his 
genius and spirit cramped by • pars^ons* cant'— r 
his morals his guardian would take care of himr 
aelf, and manners \vere not to he learnt of one 
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ll^ho had been kept cheap at college^ and had 
fleen nothing of life. 

With the power to do much and ably, Mr. 
Lithe was the slave of ignorance and ineffici- 
ency ; and the subjugation could not have been 
carried further, witbdut destroying those claims 
to respect which gave him the power to serve. 
3ut even from such situations, a sense of right 
and a free spirit will rouse a man ; and he wa9 
not to be commended for his acquiescence, when, 
in relinquishing the care of his pupil's mind, he 
virtually agreed to see Christianity insulted, and 
to take no pa? t in her cause. 

But the injury to his feelings was greater 
th^ to his taste ; and he still hoped his unwill- 
ing forbearance might be atoned for. He 
strove to under^rate his powers, and to per- 
suade himself that, where he must not attempt, 
he could not have accomplished : he felt him-' 
self a slave, and he acted like one. 

To a mind like this, the occupation of teach- ' 
mg a very well endowed boy was far from bur- 
dm»ome. .Young Eugene soon did his tutor 
credit, and made him bless anew the master who 
bad, by never sparing him, saved him from al) • 
the paltry necessities of sparing himself. His 
pupil was quick, sceptical, and shrewd, and any 
one detection of insufficiency would have forr 
feited for . ever his respect, and freed him from 
all obligation to submit j but he had not yet ' 
"b^n so fortunate as :to find himself bcttter in*- 
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formed than his instructor ; therefor* he' wai 
content to proceed ; and the gratification of his 
guardiai^t's pride by his attainments! wa3 anotber 
buttress to Mr. Lithe's confidence. But when 
the young gentleman had completed his four- 
teenth year, and Mri Lithe began to hope he 
might be sent with him to the university in 
which' he himself had gained applause, the pre-^ 
dominance of the guardian's example, the com- 
pany to which Eugene had been already intro- 
duced, and his ungoverned inclinations, though 
l^e looked with contempt on the coarse mannerist 
of the house, had rendered him scarcely a desi- 
rable charge to any tnan who had conscience : 
and Mr. Lithe had already prepared himself witK 
terms on which alone he could accept the dis- 
tinction, when circumstances taught him a neur 
lesson— the folly of providing against that which 
may never happen. 

The incumbent of the living on Mr. Bellar- 
mine s estate died, and the patron being at that 
time absent from home on a shooting and con- 
vivial party, the pleasures of which Frank war 
tp share, ^ Mr. Lithe, having w:ritten a respectfid 
letter .a?inbutfcfng the event, was perfectly at 
leisure to buirld castles in the air, and to project 
his comfortable eslablisliment in the parsonag^*- 
hou3e, with !a tery desenrving young womaa, 
the ^and-daiightiairof'his okl imaster, ibetweesi 
Vjihpmi f and himself tbe^e was an understanding, • 
taciit itt ^pedjEintir-frind/^as they a;t leasl: lioped, 
■V •-.•:■ •■■■ •■■■• ■ •^■- 5- .. 
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fuspected by no one: be bad mused in the bousej 
unconscious of the close of evening, till tbe ser*. 
vants had warned him of the hour of repose : he 
had worn tbe grass under a row of old elms till 
the earth was bare, deliberating how he should 
Inieak to the several parties concerned, the secret 
of his love : he had fancied all obstacles remor- 
fid : he bad heard himself preaching from the 
now-vacant pulpit: he had warmed himself 
with the prospect of emancipation^ of domestic 
enjoyment, respect, and applause; and perhaps 
uli this bad givai an air of novel happiness to 
bis features, when ttie old gentleman returned ; 
'^Qt be ^e^med to have particular pleasure ia^ 
<KUtiig him of the insubordination of Eugene, 
wbrdi be laid entirely to his charge, and of thfe 
«tevenge he bad taken by selling the presentation 
which otherwise he had, as he said^ ^ bon& fide^ 
intended for him. 

The insubordination of the pupil had pro- 
ceeded to the violent length of quitting a dull 
drinking party, whose . low excesses' eveiy day 
^disgusted him, with a dissipated young man, sou 
to one of the members of it, and betaking him- 
self when it was spring-tide with his purse, to 
London, under the guidance of his new friend ; 
and in London he now was, irreclaimable by any 
of tbe menaces of his guardian, who, resenting 
ittfttead of soothing, was beginning to reconcile 4 
himielf to bis absence, and to his going bti own 
way to the dominions of Satan. But Lithe liad 
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better feeling ; and he, at his own risk, made t 
journey to Lotadon,*^tbund out the truant,->-^and 
induced him to return. 

* I will tell you what, Lithe/ said the old 
gentleman, when Eugene and he had shaken 
hands : — * you put me in mind of a thing I re* 
member in Lotidon when I was a boy. A tyger 
had got loose at die Tower, and was running 
about on the tiles.--The officers on guard wert 
told of it> and were humming and hawing in 
their wise way-^for soldiers, you know, are al- 
ways fools,-^to think how it should be gOt b^ck 
again ; and lo and behold ! in came the keeper 6 
daughter, a nice cherry-cheeked young girl, n&d 
she says, ^^ Now, gentlemen, only let me go up 
upon the tiles, and I '11 fetch him down ;"-— and 
verily so she did : for she took a bit of meat t^ 
him, ^nd he followed her like a lamb/ 

In the humour poor Lithe was in, this was m 
acceptable an expression of gratitude as anjf 
other he could expect. 

Eugene, in his little travels, had picked up a 
wish to attempt greater ; and he now made it a 
condition of his good behaviour that he should 
be allowed to accompany the friend from whom 
he had been separated, to one of the then fashion* 
able universities of Germany. To this, as his 
.uncle knew, if possible, still less of Germau 
, universities than of those of his own country,, 
he made no objection, provided Lithe would^ 
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make one of the party.— This was arranged ; 
and Eugene felt ehcour^ed in stating his wishes, 
or rather his demands.- 

NOTE. 

( 1 ) ^ Sir,* said a celebrated ptofessor of one of the fine arts, 
to a friend who asked after the health of hit famOyy * I hare 
lost two.iD]it of tfareie boyt-^vety fine bo]nir-*that I aent to 
»Mi|ioot where Ihey. i9ke them at twelve pounds a year on^ 
with iinoiher,--^iry they fe4 them with corrupt food/ Waa 
4e contractor the only aggressor in thii ioitance? 
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CHAPTER, 111. 

i 

Arrived at that seat of learning, bearing the 
now mirth-exciting titles of the 17— rniversity of 
Gottmgen(l), Mr, Lixhf^ w» wv^QVt/^i usidier 
hh secret sorroMr by pc^ei vtng ft ptoide whieh hei 
w^s disposed to call manly tthd =£ngKsh^ in* 
fluence his pupil to distinguish himself. Per- 
haps he too precipitately concluded that a young 
man disposed to apply to his studies where the 
majority were idle, must be equally unlike them 
in other points of principle and practice. Lithe 
knew nothing of the world — ^how should he ?— 
it is a knowledge that does not reside in the 
houses of those who fancy themselves the mo* 
nopolizers of it merely because they dgre ruil 
counter to all experience.— !T is not Anacreon^a 
boast that he and he alone knows how to dispel 
the cares of life, enjoy its pleasures, and defy 
its pains, that can make Anacreon a guide to 
any good the world has to offer : — the means be 
discloses are not those which lead to the end 
proposed ; and the lore of Mr. Bellarmine was 
no more informing, and something less elegant.. 
Lithe was therefore easily duped, and persuaded 
diat, white Eugene did him c^fedit in the schools, 
he could nowhere discredit himself. 

Finding in the then state of his mind, no gra- 
tification in the search for or participation of 
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^museznenty he, as $ooa as the hours of study 
yrerp over, comtnitted the youth to his owa 
]|^eepingy or that of p^rspBS still less to be trust**^ 
odj s^isfie4 with teUiug him that Vhe relied op^ 
]|is honourable coudm;t ;' and happy whea the 
^oor was shut with this disturbance to hi9 bit- 
t^r meditations op the wrong side of it, he spentf 
in solitude and s^adpess those, hours ^vhlch if ho 
liad befa capable of thinking on inoie subject^ 
thai), oqe, he anight l^aye guessed were not tha 
most prpfitable of his pupil's valuable time. £u« 
geqe had only at his return to find fault- with 
the past evening, and Lithe's next dispatch hom€( 
^dded this ^ nic^ attachment to moral virtue^ to 
bis other excellept: qualities. ^ 

In the track: of Gennan studies^ S^g^ni? coid4 
dist^mguish hinis^f, without effort : qpick qf jUr 
tellect, ivpid ia Qo^ipij^ting to memory; pre- 
sumptuous, in Qondiusipns^ bold in assumptions; 
and stiff in opinions^ he distanced all those wbq 
brought pnly common abilities, even if joined to 
^ldustry, an4 needed but the vanity he pos^r 
si^^^i to be talked. of a»a prodigy. To bi^ 
lellew^students it appeared mcredible that "hf 
sbpuld have time for pleasures si^ch a3 he pur-| 
|iie4;rH:he Goi|ipanj(M2S of his hours of rd^xatioii 
wondered how he found leisure for study i bf 
would haye Ipst some credit, had l}e 1[Mq(aBte4 of 
what Nature had doine foe. hsni — so he <^ply 
limiled ait th^r aato^ishnient.. 
. l^aught by the : po^er $0: pl^J^Pj the import^ 
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ance of pleasing, he wore his distinctions \vit!h 
All the graces of condescension; and manners, 
naturally good, joined to a figure of no commoir 
character of elegance, and improved by all that' 
his own ta&te and the profession of refinement 
could do, gave him every recommendation to 
favour that constitutes popularity. Flattery 
fixed him in this agreeable humour ; and he was^ 
called ^ the amiable Englishman,' till he learnect 
that to seem amiable and to be English were 
means to some enjoyments from which those, 
even with superior claims, were sometimes ex- 
cluded. 

At tlie end of two years, he obtained, on hit 
tutor's good report of him, his guardian's per- 
misaion to visit not only France and Italy, but 
the higher classic ground of Europe and Asia, 
with his young friend and a f^vDurite Cicerone; 
Lithe, now no longer wanted, was glad to bt 
excused from rousing out of his increasing de^ 
jection, and fixed himself for life, by accept-* 
ing a situation which afforded a subsistenccr 
where he was, and fortunately spared him the 
pain of returning to his dependence, and to thai 
country where were now recently buried the re- 
mains of her with whom he had hoped to shaw 
an English parsonage, and who in silence and suf^ 
fering had withered under disappointment (9). 

It was as little in Mr. Bdlarmine's * way,' as 
he himself confessed, to direct his ward's con- 
duct in his travels, as it had been to guide him 



in bit learning: his advice to lii*i had. always 
been of an indefinite deso-iptioa ; and if it had 
any meaning, it meant that he should return 
liome ail that all persons had €ver returned. Hit 
letters had began about Locke and Newtop, Bo4 
lingbroke and Pielding, Churchill and Pope^ as 
pbjects of emulation : theyhad then diverged intd 
liints for the character of ^ ^. fine fdlow ;' then 
recommended respect for * the old Dons ;* — thea 
perhaps prescribed good hours and healthy ei^er* 
cise, and inquired how he . was mounted :— 4he 
whole concluding with an account of some mon; 
atrous excess, or of the changes in the studs or 
the inhabitants of the circumjacent ccnintry. 

But once out of school, though he could not 

track his route, he was dispniserl to give his ho* 

fiest Frank what he called ^ a little of bis expe* 

«ience : ~and to do this, he had b^;jan an af* 

fectionate epistle, when recollecting that ' his 

honest Frank's beat,' and that which had been 

his, probably lay a different way, he thought it 

))rudent to consult a London friend, as to ^ wliat 

was the mode just then ;' and with only the 

^rouble of transcribing the reply to his queries 

he could then name that intellectual posture^ 

master, the late Earl of C— *-, and the female 

sex in general, as the only guides to this world"^ 

good things. Against any error in what he did 

not fully comprehend, he secured himself by 

adding affectionately, that he had only to refer 

t^ his^own rndgme^t, and he would learn what 

3 
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wmrld pleue Aiili,~-he did not want him to Im 
^an oldi wofiian:* — he would have him Vtbink 
for imnaelf/ and ^ not led by the nose by priestn 
and hook-worms ;*^every man had a right tit 
faia opinions^ and an Englishman most of ail i 
'9^he woald. have him believe in nothing till 
he understood it, and was satisfied it was true { 
and on this principle, as he should be very sorry 
to see him return from foreign parts a papist^ hm 
thought he had better let the churches alon^ 
and lay them aside till he was settled at faomei 
for he was sum it was better to have no cfaurck 
than a bad one ; and he did not think there was 
any good to be found in that line where ho 
Sfas*. 

Assisted by this luminous guide, his own 
strong powers, a spirit of victory, and. a coof 
scions superiority, young Eugene availed hiim' 
self of the authority of travel, which stamped 
him of the world, and its highest departmental 
and he returned to England to take posaessioii 
6C bis own property, which, with the habits h^ 
had formed, some debts he contracted, and 
the scheme of life he had intended to piursu^ 
was not large enough to make him forget the 
relation in which he stood to Mr. fiellarmino. 
He had in his absence done nothing to offend 
bam, and he presented himself before him, whatr 
ever could gratify his pride in general ; for of 
the detail of hia pretensions the old gentleman 
.was but an indfffesent jud|^; but his friex^ls 
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and associates adtiiired the young, man, and 
hearing that * he ought' to be proud of him, aod 
being propitiated by his exterior, his sadsfac^ 
tion was not disturbed. 

' Presuming, as indeed he tnight, that the 
world was a very different thing at that time 
irom what he knew it when at Frank's age^ 
said not choosing, as he said to his confidential 
fiiends, to appear ' snuffy,' and ' be left behind 
in the basket,' he, as soon as he could catch t\m 
tone of his nephew's apinions, whipt before 
them, and tried to lead a trump higher thau any 
in the hands of the tutors whom he had qaitted^ 
by advancing scepticism and infidelity into abso^ 
lute bravado, and a disregard of the opiuioDa 
of the world, tnta a contempt for that of every 
individual (3). The ale of the country had, on 
Vmnk'e arrival, retreated before the French 
wines of the recondite ceilar ; and not to dia^ 
grace bis pblished nephew, waa a new and 
anxious solicitude; in like mapner the coarse 
wit, the roanng jokes, and tlie unveiled immo* 
desty of his table, now were banished for a more 
refined ridicule of Whatever restrains the de» 
cent, or is prized by the judicious^ ; and tkoitgb 
some of the veterans of his ch6sen band shc^wed 
themselves t^hyof ^ Monsieur,' Unddeduped their 
aversion ta ^a idiiiog neither French nor English,'' 
their- places^ nf^cire ' 9€)6tl better filled by. person^ 
"bf the travelled ihiari^i^weiety, mhs> did* n*o» 
honour td the t^t% W'HM te- tiieiii«itafe^;(rf' the^ 



boBt. . Their encomiums oh the liberality of a 
^at-unclfc increased tii'e folly they flattered ; * 
d^nd Mr. Bellarmine, at the head of his table, and 
at his years, was not ashamed to recommend as 
(lut^% the indulgence of vicious: inclination, or 
to refer to the spite and enry of * the black 
isheep' of his country, tlie party made against the 
great diarter of mankind which gave them per- 
fbct freedom of sentiment^ conversation, aad 
actioai. 

If it be true, that ^ conscience makes cowards 
of us all,* there must h& a large part of the world 
doubly cowards ; for there is about certain per*, 
sons, who perhaps are not aware of it, a power! 
of control over others, against which nothing 
but virtue itiself will stand. The man who 
atorms abroad, shall at home be under a\^e of 
one who ought to fear him : — a ^ueruldus wife» 
a spoiled chtl€ly an ill-ruled servant, nay perhaps^ 
the peevish temper of somiet^iig raised by ca^. 
price from penury, shall condetiin to silence and 
servility, the Thersites of a neighbourhood ; apd. 
were the ruler of a family to lie sought, in.many 
houses it would be fouiid of afar lower r^k and> 
jtnportance than ^ the little boy in th|& cradle/* 
Mr. Bellarmiiie, who in his neighbourhood as ^ 
magistrate, a landlord, a master, was' sufficiently 
tyrannical, seemed subservient to his nephe^; 
he was all eye^, all ears towards him : in private 
anU in pt^Ucbe waa/^mi^ of his approbatiQn, hit 
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cosimendatiDny his concurrence^why so? Why^ 
Mr. Bellarmine knew that in Frank's absence he 
had married his kousekeeper, and he was afraid 
Frank would be angry. And, in truth, he was 
not absurd in his apprehensions ; for as soon ai 
be had disclosed the mighty secret, which was 
of itself coming out| and notwithstanding some 
expressions of contrition and remorse which he 
hoped would weigh with his relation, Mr. Eu^ 
gene, shocked at the disgrace which now so per 
culiarlj afibote<l his rising reputation, betook 
himself to the oblivious pleasures of the metro- 
polis, with a resolution, delivered in a very * be* 
coming* tone, to * cut the connexion/ It was 
in vain that friends attempted to expostulate—* 
there was nothing risked by it^ for the increase 
of family \iras daily expected. 

NOTES. 

< 

(1) See the teconpftrable parody of a thorough-Gernan 
tragedy in the < Anti-Jacobin,' one of those invaluable pro- 
ductions, which, while they made U0 laugh, contributed to 
save us as a nation from revolution, and as accountable crea- 
tures from the w<NRSt delusion* It is to be hoped tKat no* 
thing w91 ever again reeomrnend into ftahion the corrupt part 
of German literature* There is enough that is innocent, if 
not very informing, in the language, without resorting to th# 
luscious lore of a heated imagination; but we must not listen 
to those who, agreeing in the just condemnation of that 
which the Anti-Jacobin holds up to ridicule, make an excep* 
lion for the writer of * The Sorrows of Werter,' or even of 
* €>beront' The author who has <mce written Gp^tionriyi cato 
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no MoMenoewhea ha vtitet odienriae, UMMfiawlM 
can have no credit. And where there U even np intention of 
4oing harm, tliere is in the works of some German writers s 
consequent mischief, which perhaps they did not suspect* 
The Idylls of Gesner will hot lessen a parent's trouble, or 
|>romote a daughter's happmess* 

(2) In portraying the catastrophe of poor Litre's hqpf s( 
tove* it is impossible not to call to mind the many instances 
of similar fate. It is undoubtedly the duty of a moral writer 
to lean to thie side of parental authority ; and the happtness of 
young persons is not disregarded in this tendency; but no 
iHtthority can deserve support when it dtaaei to be uercifals 
ted whoever has witnessed the arbitrary disposition of pa- 
rents, when pride, ambition, a spirit of hostility, or perhaps 
Only caprice, has made them oppose the wishes of a son or a 
daughter, win be cautious of deciding that gray hairs must 
give wisdom. Few si^ts are more melancholy thandiat too 
Often to beseen^ a young womany worn out in attendance oft 
peevish old age, and refused permission to narry, till at 
length, youth, beanty, and health will stay no longer, and 
ehe is, by a hard-earned victory over obstinacy, or the more 
merciful interposition of a deat|& she still bewaib, allowed to 
enter on the duties of a station requiring the prime of life» 
the skeleton of departed chenn^, wkbeut sfiritt to enjoy her 
enancipationi or vigour of constitution to rear a fiunily. A 
dangliter has, after an unreasonable &ther has reduced her 
and a worthy man almost to the grave, relinquashed all hope 
of ample fortiuie, and eloped at forty, to live en a hundred 
fnd £%• pounds a year. And the £N^venese of an union 
which unfounded prejudice alone bad opposed, baa been 
mdet lo depend on aa heir to an estate ! — ^Do not sudi par 
ffenta create the disobedience of children? 

' . • t» 

jC^X |o an age certainly not deficiencin the great duties of 
Ib^liaS^ence, jt ^ njAtter of regret to eee what jnay be oalM 
ja^BiimiMiiimnrr***'*'**^^" nf c^arilv ohtrudinff. •«■!- »iww»ii 
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n&t intentionally, obstructing the operation of what is good 
by denying the exiitence of what is evil : those who have no 
other desire than to assist the difftisioB of the only solid hap- 
piness this world can afford — the hope of obtaining the appro* 
bation of God — are considered as the gloomy spies of huma^ 
nature : what they assert as fact, and subscribe with their 
name, is denied and questioned by anonynxnis censors ; and 
it is supposed that they read the record of frailties with a mag* 
nifying-glass. The consequence of this will be, if apy C(pse* 
quence is allowed it, tlie lessening the authority of ezborta*. 
tion. That we may not be deemed liars, we shall be content 
to be irifiers ; and that must pass as, at best, but agreeable 
fiction, which is plain matter of fact. Mr. Bellarmine would 
4>eak to much more purpose, if he spoke his own language, oc 
even that but last week uttered by a descendant of a man^ 
who, as far as finite judgment can decide such a point, waa. 
* meet to be called an apostle,* 
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CHAPTER IV- 

Ik liondoni Mr, Eugene found the importance 
0f ^U that nature — ^for we must not talk of Provi*' 
dea€e<*«^«lid education, and himself, had done for 
hiin^ He had visited Paris, indeed, at a period 
too early for the advantages it afterwards ha^d 
to coipmunicate : but still it wasi at np bad sea- 
•dp, Voltaire's apqtheosis had Uifcen place, and 
he and the other legislators of infidelity had laid^ 
traiQ^) of which they had calculated the explo<« 
sionS) and ii) waiting for which there were amuse^ 
ments well suited to a mind formed or biassed 
like that of Frank Eugene (1), Every thing 
was, even then, tending to what we have wit- 
nessed, and it had his best wishes ; and the inti« 
macies in which he had lived, and the opiniona 
he had had opportunity of establishing on the 
closest observation, though the former were with 
persons of the most dangerous principles, and 
the latter utterly unfit for an Englishman to pro- 
fess, gave him a high reception amongst those 
who, like sparks flying off from a central heatj 
are distinguished only by their efforts to abaQt 
don tlie source of th^ir existence (3). 

To introduce himself to general favou;* and 
particular attention, Eugene had every meaii 
that vanity f^nd ambition could covet : he bore 

^ut hini» with all the external recoinmend^ 
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ttons of a man of high fashion, and the advan*. 
tages of youth, a character of good fortune, a- 
sort of luckiness that made many decline com-t 
petition, and leave him to walk over thecoursey 
in pursuit of pleasure, or the gratification-of 
pride. To symmetry of person, powerful agi- 
lity, adroitness in what is useful, and t^te in 
whatever can adorn, he added ardour and confi* 
dence ; and fluency of speech attending on hia 
wish to stand well with the world, he obtained, 
amongst his own sex, the distinguishing appel- 
lation of ' the accomplished,' and with the other 
sex the more significatit title of ' the irresistible' 
£ugene ; he bowed to the former ; he smiled at 
the latter. 

The £rst impressions which his mind had re^ 
eeived were not yet effaced : Mrs, Eugene might 
have recognised her dear, interesting, attaching 
Frank, in the accomplished and irresistible £u« 
gene. She had intended, indeed, in referring 
him to his own feelings for his guidance, to 
teach him, or at least to give him a hint, to con* 
sider those of others ; and fancying henself sev 
curing his tenderness if she could render his af^ 
&ctions very susceptible, she concluded he must 
be amiable if she laid him open to all those 
weapons whicli at;e directed against aij^ amiable 
chatacter. 

^ But it is one thing to feel, another to feel in * 
the right place, and stiU another to feel in a 

proper d^ee ; and as her directioM «eie gf« 

J) 1 
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Aeral, they were, in these two latter points, somc^ 
times defective. When once those feelings took 
a wrong inclination^ or became diseased, all 
their energy was converted into evil. On this 
system, therefore, Mrs. Eugene's dear Frank was, 
notwithstanding his natural endowments and 
finished polish of manners, still a humoursome 
child, who set his heart, at best, on comparative 
trifles, and listening unconsciously to the echo 
of his mother's injunctions, would go further 
than a wise man to buy— ithat very undesirable 
commodity— repentance. 

His associations with his own sex were of the 
^ost elegant kind : the politics, the diplomacy, 
the literature, the arts and sciences, the amuse- 
ments, the follies, and vices of European capi- 
tis, furnished his ideas, and rendered his con- 
versation brilliant and attractive ; and conse- 
quently, or of course, in the Season of engage- 
ments no one was so deeply bespoken as * the 
accomplished, irresistible Eugene.* Open to all, 
easy to all, putting every one in good humour 
with himself, he attracted good humour to 
him; and sufficiently versatile to leave every 
pne something new and almost paradoxical 
to say of him, he was compared to a dish 
8(easoned to the palate of every guest ; and hi) 
Company was sought as the * bocca dolce' of the 
day.' ' • . • • 

' But in his female friendships he was less, fa*^ 
eite^ here he had a style fiom which lie never 
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departed; and though he received with grate^ 
ful humility, the incense whose Vapour floated 
found him, it could never intoxicate his senses or 
warp his feelings, which^ atill true to their £rst 
direction, allowed n6t a moment's regard to any 
]iirinC]ple but that of pleasing himself. 

There have been travelled men, who, return- 
ing to their country after a long suspension of 
itSi domestic comforts, have seen again, with very 
favourable dispositions, the females of Great Bri« 
tain ; but Eugene had not yet learned to prize 
domestic comfort. He talked of love, he sung 
of love; bijit hk meant to be understood as mean- 
ing passion existing for a time without a deter- 
niinate object, seeking, hovering, and at last 
alighting, yet still wayward^ fickle^ and prone 
to new pursuit. It Wia^ lyric love : he hopeclin 
sapphics, he desponded in alcaics, he resented 
and flew off in iambics ; and with a bias that had 
corrupted even his studies, Greece in its subju- 
gation and efteminacy became the fancied arena 
of his delights. He wooed an ideal Aspasia^ lan- 
guid, delicate, soft, accomplished, learned— de- 
voted to the consolation of man, of one man, and 
tliat man Frank Eugene : he painted her to his vi- 
sion in rainbow-colours on a cloud, and he gazed 
on this variegated phantom of a healed imagina- 
tion, till the harmonious colouring of the Di- 
vine Artist, and the blended tints of his hand- 
siaid Natui^ were dead shades to his sight : be 

nS 
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httd, in ttnth, spoiled his taste when he fineied 
himself refinmg it: he talked of sulilimated 
efFervescenoe. and did not recollect what subli«> 
mation will bring out, or that, with regard to the 
world into which he must descend from his sub* 
lixnation, he was talkingthe most pueiile but nol 
the most harmless nonsense. 
• The search for an Aspasia was not so intense 
as to leave no leisure or destroy inclination for 
tninor pursuits, bearing the same proportion of 
Worth to legitimate attachments, as does the 
factitious bijou <!^f the lapidary to the production 
of the earth ; but they served to keep life from 
stagnation ; and as they were not impeded by 
the fett^ of human or divine laws^ they were^ 
of course, pleasant. * 

' fiut come/ said good old Dr. Justamond, when 
{"rank Eugene was severely discussed in his hear« 
ing, by two ladies who had intended to be bra 
imcle's heirs, ^ I demand mercy, though I oi&v 
no palliation, for Eugene. If you am prove that; 
any body ever took the pains to put him in the 
right way, I leave him to your plucking ; but i^ 
you cannot, excuse me, if I save my unqualified 
censure for those who have had every thing done 
for them, and yet are of no higher a rank in 
worthiness. I should turn your indignation 
on myself, were I to name your favourite young 
Ma'ipas as a man whom I see with lesa^ pity^ 
Do not tell me of his good heart ; 't is filled witb 
popular affectation — ^he kn<yws the will of God, 

3 



toil tekes care we should know that he does»^ 
more pains could not be bestowed on a lad^t 
moral and religious education than were on his ; 
and though they were somewhat counteracted by 
the unfortunate death of his worthy father, and 
die pitiable state ^ into which his mother sunk» 
tiiere is no excuse for Mai pas: he had had 
eighteen years of information and example | and 
he chose to become blind and ignorant, or rather 
to sin with his eyes open* Now^ for Frank £u* 
gene there is this to be said t he had a fool for 
a father, a sentimentalist for his mother, a brutt 
for a guardian, and a slave for a tutor ; ^nd ex^ 
eepting the short period you allude to, when 
he was at a baby-school, I know no opportu* 
nity that he has ever had of hearing by.chanct 
who made him«. If ever he did get so far in 
ethics as to learn that robbery and murder arf 
iitas^ I should think he must have made good 
use of opportunity : he will never be avowedly 
atrocious, beoaoscf there is in his mind an equi'^ 
poise of false 'notions; but 3ret, I think^ there 
is that in Frank, which might, under very, but 
ft must be Wfy judicious management, bring 
him right It must be female influence: much 
tests with the woman whom he marries/ 

Stigene had indeed formed his opinions in a 
gteat tneasure for himself: his mother could 
not add to the * Please yourself* of the colonel, 
any othejr axiom than the • Consult your own 

i>4 
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feelin^r^' of her seilsitive scliool ; and wl>atr 
ever the contempt he entertaiiled for his great- 
uncle'a experience of the world while training in 
hi$ hpuse) that sentiment was harmony cOQi- 
})ared with the decided aversion he had nourish* 
^ ever since he knew of Mr, Bellarmini's foolish 
Inatch. ' Even : poor Lithe's tuition had but a 
imall share in leadrnghis mind: — despising Mn 
•Bellarminey he questioned the soundness of hit 

' judgment in thelimitation he had imposed on his 
deptoc^nt, and; he. undervalued the dependent 
for his obedience to the liaiitation^ . . ; i 
Tliey were only vague principles which he 
could pick up in foreign countries : to beuse^ 
ful, they must apply to all others, and the. get 
neral application destroyed again itfa^ir indivi^ 
dual usefulness : he was therefore in very good 
])reparation to receive the documents of his rad^f 
miring friends ; and listening most readily .t« 
those whose natural si|uation gave. than prece« 
dence, he soon adopted those artificial distinct 
tions which have since been current in ^ a certain 
world/ and convinced himself |:hatlife tvithout 
folly is existence without animation ; that there 
is. one code of morals ^ for the aristocracy, and 

. another for their tfadesmeq ; that the retimed edu- 
cation of the higher classes intends them to 
break certain commaudniqpts; and thatnainan 
ought to Wisb to live exen>pt from thepraipj^i^ 
he it what it may,- of the society into which htf 
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milk pr; tidfaDti^ or atfy cruise less: to ; be traced^ 
may throw, him.. 

His select friend9bip9 had led htm iato situa* 
tions of what is called delicacy » that is to say, 
where, having no rule of guidance but the alwaya 
cbpricioud and often corrupt opinion of the 
world, the chances are in favour of the worst 
c<msequenc€» succeeding to endeavours of imar 
ginary cot*reetness. He was the last appeal mail 
the etiquette of a duel — he was a powerful nm^ 
gotiator where some breach in the low fenc« of 
common honour and honesty wi^s to be tnada 
good by. commutation; he kindly ^ipeait.a wholo 
momitig with his fritod Sir Adpnis JFeverly, to 
support Inm uikder the deep afitictioH of having 
his Anife and his distress weeping in two o^o^ 
site cloisets, while he made his election between 
them ; and he .undertook . the hot service of 
standijQg between him . and the public cry of 
shame, and pertinaciouly contended that Sir 
Adonis was a most pitiable being, — till his voice 
was drowned by th4t of ^ the seven thousand 

* 

, who bad not bent the knee to Baal/ but still con* 
tended, that a man with a wife and seven chii* 
dren has no right to moot such a point. 

Another useful service he meant to have ren^ 
dered, but for this he was a quarter of an hour 
too late: he intei^ded to have been the by-stander 
/a whom Lord . Granite, might have laughed 
If ]}ije writing the order on his banker for the 
JMkyment of large damages of a nature that xieeds 
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not to be parti eularited ; bot btmg ^k/tkintd hf 
a question between a friend and a jockey, \m 
lordship's groom had the job. 

Thrte spiing-winteps ekpsed, and the world 
had not learned from its favourite what to seek 
in the choice qf a wife ; other aprangementu it 
eould not profit by* Every possible hint had 
been given to him in every possible way by 
every possible description of persons* If he talk^ 
ed of going abroad> Mrs. Promptly r^retted 
how ill her daughter Julia looked^ and thought 
nothing but a foreign climate or a voyage would 
save her. If he made inquiries of a rural nature^ 
Miss Ambient wondered how people could live 
m London ; and if be decorated his town«resi«' 
deuce, old Colonel Underhand joooeely dflfered 
one of his girls to do tlie honours of it« His 
intimate friends saw the vanity of these at^ 
tempts : his t^ste was known, and he was said 
to be Aspasia-hunting» 

But as a couple of barn-door fowls have Soine^ 
times been brought home by an unlucky spopts*- 
man in default of partridges, so turned oiit Mr* 
£ugene's Aspasia-hunting ; for with every dis** 
position and every furtherance to the pleasing 
himself; — after leading many a simple girl 
into a mistake, and many a more simple mother 
into egregious folly — after saying to one every 
thing short of * Will you marry mer* to an* 
other something yet more tender, and to a tkfrd 
something yet more cruel> he suffered hitnset^ 



in ctmtmtltetioii to all his axioins^ all his falla- 
cies, all his reveries, and all his preftrenceSi to h^ 
enchained by the un-Grecian, un-Aspftsian^ and 
very every«*day accomplishments and heauty of 
a lady whom the world might have called the 
interesting and the fascinating Mrs. Lotus, Imt 
who having been only shown the town by her 
husband, and hurried into retirement before she 
wu known, even byname cr* sights seemed tot 
emxtt htm to fulfil tlio injunctions of both hb 
parents. This lady, who at the time of his 
being, caught, was the wife of his friend ! he 
married, after paying a few thousand pounds 
into the sheriff'a court, and going through 9 
slight ceremony in tlie house of peers, poidiii^ 
which * Mrs. EugeneV visiting-tickets were en-^ 
graving. In this connexion be set out in life a 
married man. 

.. ' , 

NOTESL 

( 1 ) As the attentions nt>^ bestowed on persons dfiserrmg of 
BO confidence^ prove that nothing is implied by them, Aete 
can be no danger of doing mischief in indulging the cmiositjr 
excited equalljby bad and good people, by gimg somt parti* 
eidJtrs in the manners and habits of Voltaire, as detailed in the 
chrcumstances of a visit made to him at Fem^, in the year. 
1763, by a French nobleman of distinguished consideration. 
Hie Count de — — having a wish to see tiiis extraordinary 
man, and being stationed with his regiment at Schlestat in Al* 
Sttce, sent a message to him, requesting permission to wait vu* 
litm. Hie overture being accepted with many admowledg^ 
ments of the honour conferred, the counti attended hf the' 
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offi^ D^f t jn cmiuDalid to, him, and m^ot^^r friend, n 
9ii,tlie apippinteid4aj to Ferney, and arriving about. noon^ 
ibund Voltaire, potwithstanding it was July, and very hot 
feather, sitting by a great fire, dressed in a large wig, over 
wHicb was a cap of blue velvet embroidered ; he wore a night* 
{•Wn of ridb brocade, a superb waisteoat/roUed-upatoddngs^ 
^4^JPP^* • his reception of the visit indicated great satis* 
factioq* At half past one, he begged the patience of his 
guests while he retired to dress,which he intimated was hot his 
daily custom, but a mark of respect to them : he lamented the 
hJhl6n of late hours, i^ich obliged 'hint to postpone his di* 
wmg t3l two. o'clock. At dii^iery the.foi^r gentlei)o(ea vf/sre 
joined J^yMac^me Denys, Voltaire's niece, and a young 
lady pf the name of Comeille, whom he professed ta 
worship for, being of the poet's family. She had nothing to 
distinguish her in conversation; or to take off attention from 
Madaine Denys, who, homely in her person; seemed, to aeek 
• lhase:ofiit^a«y fame> by associating herself with Voltaire 
ID Speaking of his works^-thus, ' When we were wrjtipg Zaire' 
-r^^ When- we had finished Mahomet.' In conversation. Vol- 
taire*8 manner was indescribably singular : his voice was a 
continued howl, and his action was that of raising his elbows 
even with his shoulders, with a motion like that of horizontal 
sawing; and on whatever subject . he spoke, he perpetually 
interrupted himsdf by howling out, in the most piteous ac- 
oentSy ' Ah je suis le vieux malade 1' ' vous voyez le vieux ma- 
ladef The dinner was good, the fish the* Ombre dbevalier' 
of the lake of Geneva. When they rose from table, he led bis. 
^onipaiy. round his kitdien-garden to the place he had pre**, 
gared for liis interment, which waaa pyramidal sarcophagus^ 
with tablets containing inscriptions dedicating it to God and^ 
its purpose, with his name and style, and blanks for dates. 
The ground underneath, was dug away to admit the body* 
But while descanting on this preparation, he could not for-^ 
^^ar sh^wjng that he hoped it was in vain ; for he repei^ted. 
qia&y times, and in atone of exultation, * Ah! ah! but tbc}^- 
vijljl 0^1 )et*me lie here: I know it — I know itr 



(^) If being cheated, guDedi imposed on, mis-led, made a 
fbo], or a stalking-horse — ^if b«ng any thing that is pro« 
verbially contemptible^ can inflict dis^ace, what must be 
felt by those, in this &nd other countries, who were so desti-* 
tute of common sense as ever to fancy one of the leaders i^ 
French philosophy a proper teacher in fknilies^ Th^bAtdt, ii 
his' entertainii^ details of his ti^enty year/i' iresidenqe at the 
court of Berlin, says, that the father of six sons happening to 
read the ' Emile,' in time to educate his youngest son by it, 
adopted all its precepts ; and finding the lad turn out, as he 
styled him himself, *a monster,' he iri a rage wrote to tlie phiW 
gbphical quack, abusing his prescription.- Rousteaa, with aaftfw 
frontery that ought to make his adourers blush, replied, that 
lie had indeed expected his book to be read, but that ^ he had 
not flattered himself there could be a man so inconsiderate as 

* 

to follow the advice contained in it.' Prince Dolgorucki,froni 
whomThi6baulthadthe anecdote, had seen the reply. *Incon«^ 
fliderate' b a fair term of reproof on this occasion ; but it wouUt 
have been far too lenient had the * Nouvelle Heloiise' be^ 
the work in question — a work of which the very beauties ar^ 
impure ; for they are only the decorations of a licentious wo- 
ftian, who must, or she would be hooted, resemble the chaste' 

r 

m some of her habiliments. Yet this book' has been ghren- by 
smtSiers to young men ' going into the world, and by fiatbera 
to young women when about to enter on iu duties ; and thoi^h 
the character of it may now have made it rather matter of res 
proach than triumph to relish it, there is no security against 
the secret absorj^tion of it^ juices, unless where abetter taste 

R 

than that for amusement is cultivated.. As long as young 
women read- by stealth, shbscribe to libraries without Pa!t 
knowledge, falsify the truth -when questioned as to their ein* 
ployments, and can like nothing better than the < Gertrudes' 
and ^ Rosannes' of the day, they are still in an unwholesome 
Climate of the mind. But let them once, honestly and with- 
out entfauisiasm, midte the pleasing Qod their aim,; hiawfll 
^eir law, his commtt^dmei^ts their delighti l^story their, in- 
^nnation, and their duties their employments^ they are safe ; 
but with nothing short of this, if they^are to have al^ the ad* 
vantages of a modem education. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Ir mich % marriage as Mr. £uge«e*t if to be 
spoken of in a work intended not to do mis^ 
<;hief, it niust be with all the infamy it deserves, 
ind not at all accommodated to a revolution of 
opinions attempted in a^ quarter that, next to the 
eburch, was unsuspected. Nobody wonders at 
a French woman's telling us, with an imposing 
authority, what daily experience proves to be 
|als^ that works of genius descriptive of cen« 
suxable manners can do no harm, because they 
ttake only a slight impression, or at Baron de 
Grimm's assertion, that books produce no effects; 
but it is very reasonable to do more than won*- 
4er, when an English judge, in his legal seat^ 
beoom^ the apdo^gist of the tiUed adulterer^ 
and admits that the bi«aeh of a vow made tie«^ 
fbre God, is a venial offence. If it ever could 
^, the instance under consideration was most 
unfortunate. The epithets, however strongs 
bestowed by a deceased legal sage, on a de^ 
£tul(er of this kind, would quite as wdl] ha^re 
fitted the client who had a judge for his advo^ 
cate. 

. .Mr. Eifgene must wait while an attempt k 
made to pi^vemt the most fatal mischief amse« 
quent on so unauthorized a dispensation witb 
^e law of God. The sensation occationed 
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amongst good fieople-rwha, after al^ are the 
niajdrity-— in bearing thia opinion, deserves re« 
cording. — The newsipapers of the day were read 
with disgust and alarm ;-^pareBts locked at one 
luiotberi and felt tliemselres betrayed into the 
contempt of their children ; — recent wives fan* 
ci^d themsehres cut off from the protection that 
is the price of obedience ; — daughters inquired 
as- to the fact ; and the worthiest of the superior 
sex found confidence in them abated*-*— Those 
abimt to enter on society, sought for an exptana* 
tion of tills new opinion, — and those about ta 
quit it, felt, that * Nunc dimittk^' was no can^ 
ticle for their last moments. 

But it was not lonig that the public mind re- 
anained stunned; it soon felt and proclaimed, 
that where the watch deserts or sleeps on his 
post, every master of a house must watch for 
himself, and for those intrusted to his c^aarge :--^ 
99^ indignantly it r^jeeted ' the traditicMas off 
men,' wlien hostile to the law of God* 

Is it taking too great a liberty,--*for to speak 
evil of dignities*-^t;o a|>ate the respect oHie to 
them, is npt, like adiiUeiy, * a venkl fault/— 4a 
it» j^g beyond the bpu^dv*/ of decorum to 
ask whether this license to sin was granteii us 
because we were not wicked enough already?-^ 
Itid tfafe splendidly licentious*^did the comrnon 
pe^lple'-^-^did the disgu^tiiig old mm, who ei .twl 
^e eartha ^d^ng sui t€i sin, till it opept to^ ])e* 
(:eive JiiJlH«rHdid tbe^^ t|ie^^eak» tbe t^le^ 
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ilhotiCy the sceptical, the darihg, wint to h€ 
told either that a fitture life is a fable, or impu- 
rity" no forfeittire of its :blessiiig8,* — ^no fore- 
lunner of its torments?— Was it a time to take 
tip the cause of enhoMed atrocities ?— or was the 
common sense of the people of thi^ country rated 
so very low as to make their applause the re-' 
ward expected (1)? 

Much might be said of the lofty eminence* 
from which, and the circumstances under which,' 
this new doctrine was pmmulgated. A little 
might be said — not a thousandth part of \vhat 
was felt-— on the unjust insinuation concerning 
him who, for half a century, ^ in an honest and 
good heart,' and with the veneration of all just 
men, * ruled' us * prudently with all his power '(2). • 

Mrs. Eugene shall speak to iacts. Here it 
may suffice to remind those not 3ret corrupted 
by legal authority, that if experience, or the 
information of the best accredited book exist-' 
ing, is to be believed, it is at the risk of living 
under the 'sharp' goad* of conscience — ^of dying 
Mder horrors that, it is too little to say, cannot 
be described— and of awaking from the grave 
to the sensation, of a fire that never ceases to 
burn, and a worm that never ceases to gnaw — 
that we shall listen to this bold license to sin. 
Let any one, of' either sex, about to deliberate^ 
thrust a hand into the fire, or sit bareheaded 
onder the dropping of water;— the colonel and 
his Assignation— Mrs«Xotu& and all her blandish*' 
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mmiU would be gone in an instant-^tli^y vQii)4 
' loake them^ly^a ^ir/ and if the pip^bte aub^* 
jeict of temptation b^d only fortitude enough tq 
enter into the closet,, and tb^e, thrown on the 
floor, could honestly exclaim, ■ My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me ?'— ^n advor 
(pate even more mighty and morp <K>n«iderate 
than thi3 dispen9er, not of^ but with, tb? law, 
might harangue and iicense in vain — ^and ad^I* 
terer^and adjilpe^s^, and a|l the shades of tb« 
infernal re^on^i migbt betake themselves t^ 
thm own proper home, without adding oqe to 
the number (3). 

If this doctrine be thought too ?ev(Bre-rrif i| 
Ibe regarded ^s yery vulgar to game wijtlmt cir^ 

cunilocution or qualifioation, th^e painj? a?)d pe- 
nalties pf delinquency^ nothing is proy^ but 
that th« mi9j:bi^ ba« tateen root Tb© bieWpr 
principled will percieiyc, that waxT^ings and ex- 
teouations cannot bo issued in the same breath ; 
jthat, Ijiowever we may pity hnman frailty, our 
pity must pot betray pur trust. There i^, p^r- 
h^, no i^tory of illicit p^ssiop^ nor, pprhaps^ if 
t^iere .any bu^rapby of .?» tbiei; tjbat dofts Ao^ 
;^Qrd «ome pathetic appje j^ tP ill-re^latfld feelr 
wg- Mr. Eugepe> and Mr3> I^o^us'* t?iPd?r- 
m^^ae? for eaph oAer-^ their * hwr-hre»dtb 

'scapes'— ^thjetr virtuous ftrugglfij—th^ir fated 
&U, migbt be made vastly prptty, ^nd sci cpu- 
trived as to turn ajl the blame on ppd Ah 
mighty-r-fpr why, a? I'raak's mother askejl* do?*^ 
vox. % E 
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] tie give passions, if not to be indulged? — feut oiif 
ability to mislead is no impeachment of truth : — 
the case is as it was — the fire and the worm 
stand where they did — wei all know the penalty, 
and no law of this or a!ny other counti^, fcatl 
abrogate it. 

The foolish question — for none but a fool evei' 
^Sked it — Why are passions given us but to be 
indulged ? — must not go unanswered : — we must 
speak for ourselves if our teachfers desfert lis. — ^ 
We are — and this we all challenge — ^free agents J 
supposing, therefore, that inclinations entirely 
good were given us at our original formation^ 
but that sin crept in and corrupted sdme of them 
— it will be granted that the corruption must be 
resisted, and our free agency exertcfd, in thd 
choice' and rejection of the good 4nd evil, oii 
Certain conditions placed before us. Or, sup- 
posing that, in the outset, three different specie^ 
of inclination were bestowed on mankind, the 
first ' perfectly good, and therefore to be in- 
dulged ; — the sedond good to a certain point, and 
beyond that, vicious ; — the third entirely bad, 
and therefore to be overcome : in the one of 
these latter cases,' it is not unreasonable that we 
should have powers given us not safely to bi- 
useij to Ihfeir extent, or in the other even tb 
any extent— and if the resistance is to be ac- 
counted to u^ 'for righteousness,' is there an ho- 
neSt professor of Christianity, who would hesi- 
tate as to the course to be pursued (4) ? 
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^oWj bway with all baiit about pasiiioii) and 
^etisibility, and delicate situations^ — as little ad<* 
mission will be granted to any appeal from th^ 
lo\7 tribunal of this censute, or any insinuatioil 
that those so arguing know not the force and 
domination of the favourite passion of the poet$ 
^—poetry has nothing to do with Christianity— 
but it h a knowledge of the impulse that ex* 
cites the resistance; and all that the foolish plead 
&s exciise for falling, the \t^ise turh into diefence 
against it. There is nothing so insinuating a| 
the voice of the soft affections^— and if it might 
be safely acknowledged^ it may traljr be saidi 
nothing so pitiable as thbir effects : but let not 
this pity be understood as justification*— let it he 
added; that there is notfaihg attended with cir- 
icUihstance^ so scandalous, so contemptible/ so 
forlorn, — ahd all the pity that can be asked shall 
be granted (5). 

Blit there are cases, where, Whatever we ma^ 
feel, we must not own that we have any feeling 
except that of horror and disgust. Should the 
Words * venial* and ' palliation' pass our lipsj 
they may sound, in eai-s that are open to listen to 
them, like * Go thbu, and do likewise.'— -Oiir au- 
ditors may not need twice bidding, and we ma^ 
be called toacfcouiit for bidding them. 

Not ^ sellable of this eloquence would eveir 
haVe any eflfect, if it went as far as it ought to 
jg;o, andi dther in the spirit of prophecy, or kp 
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Auitter of authentic history, gave the catai^ 
strophe of the tale it is exerted to adorn. There 
have beien lives of emperors and empresses — 
lives of admirals— lives of dogs;— mIo pray let 
us have a few genuine and unvarnished lives of 
adukresses. Let them be pursued into their mi- 
serable haunts, or their more miserable splen-r 
dour: kt their eimployments, their amusements^ 
their comforts, be investigated, as indexes of 
the imnd within ; for fron^ themselves not a 
wofd will be gotten: — ^let tlie resort to ardent 
^itits, the sUeut extinguisher of intolerable 
tibougbt, be ta^en into tlie account — ami let 
t]i« world, if it ^amstlie injured by their crijnes^ 
h^ admonished by their punishment. Nothipg 
is asked, lic/thing is^eoded, but the truth. 

ThdJfe iiave been instances where ahame and 
Ibe 2(bs(6nce of God-s fisivour were 4iot cqmpa* 
tible with life. There was a countess, ages agf 
wdeed, who, wasted by remorse, expired on 
Stealing that tlie earl who had freed himself from 
ber, wa6 passing under lier window(6) ; and tliere 
are, perhaps even now, some proofs thai <exile 
from the world is ccmsidered as worse than 
death ; but tliis is not tlie whok«ame feeding of 
f epentance (7). 

Let us see how xnuch of this^ ^applies >to 
* poor Mrs. Eugene ;' for , as soon as her q^air 
was talked of, she was poor and pitiable in tl>f 
estimation or the cant of a few. Fra^ik Eugene's 
mother was ' poor Mrs. Eugene/ because she 
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wa« a silly wiclow ; and Frank Eugene's wife is 
* poor Mrs. Eugene,' though only vicious and* 
contemptible. • . . 

She had, by her own choice, or at least with 
no other compulsion than the decided and dei 
clai^d disapprobation of her aflfeclionate parents/ 
at sixteen, married Mr. Lotus, a mam of fifty- 
six. This matter too required some * palHation;* 
and there were friends — but not such great one?' 
as now — to palliate and apologize. To those, 
who, in plain common sense, asked what could 
be tlie event of so unequal a match, they an- 
swered, that he was young for his age, very rieb, 
very generous, very good-natured, and * very 
delightful,' and ^ rather stylish (8).' His eulogists 
emitted to mention that he was,, till the present 
moment,, reputed a man of sense, that he was a 

' * , • • 

man of probity, of a kind heart, of regular 
goodness and serious thought; that he was very 
capable of forming the mind, and very much 
disposed to consult the happiness, of a deserving 
young woman ; and, in short, that it waS' most 
to he regretted that the hdy was not some few 
years older and some few degrees more worthy 
the honour of being the chosen wife of a maii 
so highly esteemed. 

The very persons, be it known, who had beea 
the most ready with their * palliations' of thjg 
impmdent match, were equally ready, when 
cfrcumatances required tiieir aid another way, ta 
insinuftte Mt. Lotus'is age, and its infirmities 
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mental and bodily, his temper, his parsimony,^ 
his sordid habits, and the disgrace of ^ such a 
compulsatory' choice, as ^ palliations' or justifi- 
Qations of hiis wife's b.asene$$, ingratitude, and 
contempt of that for which she had pledge4 
herself at the altar, and in the si^ht of God.—-; 
But this is ai^ticipating. 

Mr. Lotus had been at the same time a re-*^ 
Qp^ctable country-'gentleman, and an ornament 
to the elegant society of London. The lady to 
iyhoi9 he had, in an evil hour, looked for a com- 
panion to enliven his scarcely declining years^^ 
had been a London-out-of-town Miss, >vho find* 
ing her entreaties unavailing to persuade the old 
admiral her father to draw nearer to the metro-, 
polisj seamed disposed to do any thing to get 
into it at the right end. Let it not be objected^i 
that sixteen is an age too. early for any consider* 
able growth of covetousness, or a due apprecia- 
tion of the value of money. It is an age of suf- 
ficient extent to learn all that selfishness caa 
teach, and to attain a more than ^ue apprecia- 
tion of the power of wealth. Much as may be 
said of the prevalence of passion to break the ' 
bonds of marriage, they are now oftener rivetted 
by Plutus than by Hymen ; and from many cir* 
ciimstances which some young ladies do not 
suspect, and mammas hope, are not observed,^ 
it IS easy to perceive, that, on the same prin- 
ciples as influenced Mrs. Lotus, they might wa-* 
yer between a \ dashing' cpwet ai^d his grand- 
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father; but grandpa' would carry it, if he show- 
ed his first wife's jewels. 

The experience of the yoqng lady's maid as- 
sisted also i)i the decision. Looking a little^ 
4)erhaps, to the benevolences of the wardrobe, 
she assured her that ^ elderly gentlemen always 
made the. most indulgent husbands;' — that when 
she was once married, she * would have her 
way in all things,' — ^and that there would then 
•be an end of * al| the tiresome task of doing just 
\yha^ other people chose to take it into their 
heads th^t youngs ladies ought to do,— and^ tha^ 
tvhen married, she certainly might wear a train 
and use rouge. 

* But consider, my dear,' said the old admiral, 
■ iiow you will like, when tlie novelty of your 
.marriage is over, to find yourself the wife of a 
^an who .|nay, in a shoj't time, be as decrepid 
as you see me. Gout or rheumatism may. do 
what liard service and bad climates have done 
in my constitution, and you niay be an anxious 
mother and a sick man's nurse at the same time. 
Think too, my c^ear girl, what you expose your- 
self to feel, when you see your young friends 
married to m^ of a suitable age, and able to 
enter with them into the lively amusements of 
the world. You will see a bridle and bride- 
groom dancing, when ypur husband may not 
only b© unable to pajftake in the exercise, but 
.m%y disapprove of your practising it— It is in- 
congruous— it vUl be mortifying— it is dij?- 

£ 4 
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graceful ;*— for it argues either that you arte 
not likely to be sought by your equals^ or that 
you have bMn lAfluenced in such a choice 
hy your parents. Then take into your calcu^ 
Hition the danger df a man's temper being renh 
dered petulant by pain, or morose by grow** 
ing Infirmities. Whatever indulgences you majr 
li'ow promise yourself, you must recollect thfe 
^i!h|to9sibiiity that your husband's ii^clinations 
aild taistei should accord with those which may 
fee ti6t 6niy excusable, but proper, kt your age. 
Ctmsrdef 166^ you are the last remaining of ou)r 
long family of thildrcn-^our youngest, and, 
perhaps, had they evQn all lived, our dearest :-^ 
think what it will be to us to see you unhappy 
irh6n vrt cannot teli6te you :^— you are lively 
and impetuous-^you are not miited to the so^ 
dety of a grave man-^much less to that of an 
old man ;— you cannot alwayls, y^u know, cveA 
With a coifimandment in my fav6uf, make it 
«asy to yourtelf to gite way tome:-^why then 
t^p6se yoittself to new failures, by taking on 
yourself t flew duty to Which nothing calls yoa 
but t capricious inclftiation, that m^ be goxit 
t6-ihorrow, or disappoinled, even if it do not 
^nishf 

' 'ilie^troiige'si teason t can urge against the 
cotinfexton,^ said hef mother, in grief and tears, 
' i* the probability of her being soon a widow, 
"tfrlifbh, lb my apprehension, is a prospect so for- 
totti, tted; it toeods its only cons^olation, the hope 
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t>f a speedy re-uiuon, to make any one face it. 
If she attaiChes hefself to tbe man she manries^ 
how aielaBchely must be her love I and if she 
does not, Nv^at wiil her life bel^^If he doe* 
not allow for her chfldisbness, she may be ill^ 
treated; and how is she, indulged as she has 
been, to bear it?' 

The young lady having replied by a sneering 
faint that it was their own disgrace her parents 
feared) reflorted all they had said, to her moid ; 
afid the X|i«tqfa^ conse^fi^ify^ took plaoe* 



As a faxshii^iable residence in LondoQ was ^ 
part of * tli^valMable consideration' in this busi*)- 
il^ss, Mr. Lotus bmught his bride thither as sooti 
as it was fashionable to be tliere. Meedng Mr. 
Eugene, whom he had seen when a lad at Mr. 
Beliarmine's, just at the time when he had re* 
tiaived to disown his guardian-uncle for ever; 
and feeling for the danger of a young man so 
giftedj so provoked, and so thrown on the town, 
Mr. Lotus gave kim a general invitation to hts 
^use and table ; and Engene was soon obh'ged 
to him for many acts of kindness and friend-r 
«hip, but for none of greater importance thai^ 
negotiating a reconciliation with his uncle, oi^ 
tlie death of iiis new-married lady and die loss 
<if the heir she had brought him, Tiie sorrow- 
ing widower, peibaps, thought it very hard that 
ihe pitcher wfoich had been so often to the well 
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should at last be broken ; but the. presumptiyc 
heir thought it wondrous fortunate • that any 
thing so formidable should be so very oppor- 
tunely removed out. of his way. — * 'Tis your 
usual luck^ Eugene,' said his companions :-;r-aiid 
£ugene was inclined to think s6« . 

Success in an endeavour so friendly and so va-^ 
luable^ increased the intimacy and attachment 
of the obliger and the obliged. We. are seldom 
shy of. those whom we have boiind by the. fair 
tie of gratitude; and| Mjt. Eugene was, at pre- 
sent, in no danger of seeming to forget his be- 
nefactor ; for Mrs. Lotus's charms were dawn- 
ing into notice, and she was not at all disposed to 
discourage those attentions, which added to Ms; 
Lotus's indulgences that gratiiication.of vaxuty, 
which he must have been more esteemed by his 
wife to have afforded her. 

Mr. Lotus's acquaintance never having Jaiu 
aiQopgst the vicious, he wa&not inclined to sus- 
pect monstrosities of wickedness ; and if any 
one, by way of awakening his caution^ had asked 
Jiim his opinion of his friend Eugene, he would 
have answered, that Frank was tlie last man 
in the world to do an unhandsome action, and 
he the last man upon earth against whom Frank 
would suffer one to be committed. 

Be this as it may, before even the sights of 

. London had half satisfied the cravings of Mrs* 

Lotus's inordinate appetite for them, and before 

her name had begun to ^adorn the registers of 
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fashion, her husband found Londoq did not agree 
with his cough, and with a want of attention 
H^hich nothing could excuse, took his wile into 
the country, without any invitation to Mr. Eux 
gene. The omission was not unremarked, and it 
tlefeated its own purpose; for not doubting that 
it was intientional, and not daring to disregard it, 
^ in iddle course was agreed on between the now 
confidential friends, and Mr. Eugene was ad- 
mitted privately by the lady— which conde- 
scension ended on his part as has been related. 

The consciousness th^t he had acted very 
unwisely in niarrying tl^us, made Mr. Lotu^ 
conduct the business of releasing himself with 
a9 little publicity as possible; and in this un^ 
ostentatious plan, Mr. Eugene prudently ac- 
quiesced. — ^The distribution of some hundred 
pounds, properly bestowed, and making a pretty 
article in a family account^book, kept the detail 
out of the newspapers : certain feelings on the 
part of the gentlemen, very different, yet not 
wholly pplike, robbed the lady of her celebrity ; 
and the silence of the world showed that a wo- 
man may bie very infamous without being noto- 
rious. Mr. Lotus did not wish to obtrude him- 
»» 

jself on notice as the dupe of a girl ; and Eu- 
gene's Aspasian taste had not been sufficiently 
consulted when he was inthralled, to leave him 
proud of his chains (9). 
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NOTES. 



( 1 ) llie iTisgracefu! circamstanee here reeordedy may*-** 
tnd It can no otherwise do any good-*«ei!ve as a foil to maker 
appear witli greater lustre the deportment of aaotder of ovs 
judges. *' Mr. Justice >' said a lady who saw bim at* 

tending divine senrice on the circuit, * seenoied, during th^ 
whole time, to have no consciousness but that he was before^ 
his Maker/ — But for still more than ceremonial example thsf 
world is Indebted to him : — the pressiure of btisinens hdi» iH 
Ilia management of it* left time for literary pursuits of the 
most important kind; and the poor and the ignorant may reap 
advantage from his labours. — And, to quote another instance 
•^in the extreme occupation of the bar, one of our lirst 
pleaders has compiled an admirable persuasive to a regular 
attendance at the Sacrament. It can be no mean view ip pof 
pularity that makes a man publish, without his name» a tr^t 
that sells for half a qrown « dozen ; and it is only the hope 
•f having in some measure succeeded, that can make the sale 
of thre^ thousand in nine months a matter of importance. 

f2) It was hinted in tie pp«ne of this exertion ^ elo* 
Huence, that our excellent monarch, — ^who will ever be, to 
those who fear God, an object .of the highest honour and re- 
verence that can be paid to a human being, had not been 
as scrupulous as he miglit have been in his selecttonsr 
Has it vteyer yet been asserted that black is white ? or thnt 
two and two midce six I because, wi|th such assertions may 
|tus rank i — if fifly years' experience is of amy weight, or th^ 
4ireptly contrary opinion of all who know any thing on the 
subject is of any value. To those who have not the feeling 
^loyalty, such mistakes, to call them by the gentlest name, 
may seem little important : but in the eye of every person 
blest with this taste, it must.f^pear matter of conscience 
\o correct it. The private character of the king is net suffi- 
ciently known, nor will it ever be duly appreciated, till he 
}s called to his < exceeding great reward.' But this may be 

2 
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ikitiy pNfiiesiec^ tihat^keneirerlhe Jay axxlves which sludl 
tdtotMe l^im, «Qd d»priv« us iif t]ut irbich, God only koowa^ 
nay iiave been |»ur Pallailium .a dghteoui man, for wlioaa 
•ak^ this kingdom has been spared — the mourning will, m« 
deed^ be general : — Aose wiio have loved and honoiiced him 
1001 mourn with tlae deepest, aincerest griefa— ^hose vb9 
tove. i]\.the hardiiess iif their, he^^ been insensible io hit 
valne^ will mourn their iate GonvictiDn--^r all will 1ot« him 
wbffa he is dead— »< extinctus Bmabitur ideoi**->-- We shall then 
bear of his genevous deedi^ his «ihaiitieS| his heneviileDcep 
IHs&iUog heart, Usitumid eyt, bh wish ihat he 6oidd so 
ride his jpefj^ as io£t them -and himself to meet in a hij^bet 
kingdom. We shall be told jot the finaness oi his ponduGti 
the character of good sense in his observations, the rectitude 
•f -hiaopiidiMis, 4h^ kindness, tbediummHtyt the |]61ii;ei^esa. 
tfthh J^Mpressions. k wS te i«mend>eved4hat he neirer hut 
«m 'opp6r«malty ^ Inoidclttitig on J^mag minds, the fhsty aif 
indu^ in diM: si^oaftion^f 4ife in wliich>Ged head placed 
ibe n n thatJht aaid to the boys^hts good. -fti^ S-**-^ 

L , when he stopped at their father's gate^<— * Reasendbeiv 

I work, and every body must work in some way or other, 
Atber mUk ihmr bead or haiid&r'^^Asid it rcahnot hk denied 
that 4m» set the most iHrrfcfct extim]fle:possUe,iof the use «f 
Ifane^'-when biisiiiess pisessed, heiollen atelhiadianer shwitiwg 
i>--«Dd*^t^nner was, -not uniire^iiei|itty,.'a pialie .of mo gd f 
tMihlesonly. 

Of hfis pr^aration fin* de^idi — it wotdd:be ^igrading ta 
call it his contempt of death— we have had the ihostatnktng 
eonviction— -of his participation in the sorrows of others the 
«botttioQaMniUe teetimonilils-*of his deep^tense of ir^i^ioa 
aild his regiihiliim >of his aotions fay its psecepts, no ronv 
^iverpvesum^d 'to apeiik w«th doubt* in ihe late {>ahiiaalMNi 
-^Mrs. MoBtagb^aletters, his'bf^hafiour at his ooroBatiaa 
h iniir^ably recorded ; and inthatnnd other memoirs itfl3»t 
4imte^^e havehia dignified reproof of the sycophantfrraachers; 
^ha treated him as Xouis the Fourteenth subn^itted to ba 
^eitlML Perhaps it is not geiverally known, that ^here mifa^ 
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tuts kt dife moment, a proof of his tuoiu hun^hrj wimft 

f 

ought to make those blush who have thought to raise moh^y ol 
birth out of exaggerated peculiarities* At the house at Kewi 
there, remains his Common-Prayer book, in which, with his 
own hand, lie Has erased all expressions inscribing importance 
or merit to him, and interlined such as he could, in the deli- 
cacy of his conscience, more satisfactorily join in. Truly 
ipay we say, < If God is for lis, who cad bb against us f ' 
knd very Justifiably may ^e disdain all commiinidatiotn with 
those who would depreciate a man upon whom we have every 
reason to hope and believe, the Almighty looks down witH 
complacency, and whom he will,' in his own good time, trans* 
hte to the high^t possible fdicity. 

(S) This reference td experiment is sanctioned by the 
example of li judicious homely mother, it^ho. having a daughter 
disposed to lying,- dropped lighted brimstone firom.the >end 
4if.a match on her tongue, that she might have.soDae iden.of 
(everlasting buming.-«-Pity we are not oftener thus weaned 
iirom our vicesi 

(4) A much happier fllustratibn dien. any here offered^ 
was used by a very sensible fatiier, who, seeing a little gitl 
jnclined to scratch a gnat-bite on her arm, said, < Carolinei 
iny diild, forbear, or you will increiuBe your suffering. And 
remember,' added he, * this is one proof that there are ne^ 
kunl inclimitions which cannot be indulged without caluse for 
repentance.' > 

(5) It was Once td be hoped, that the disgusting jrecitale 
of the newspapers^ whose conductors cerifunly have little 
tegard to .feelings or to decenby; might operate to' shame per- 
tohs of btrt}i and high pretebsidns, from the miry paths of in- 
trigue. A gentleman-— nay; a peer of the realm, does not 
make a very advantageous figure emerging from a closet^ 
or crawling' -<ip a back staircase with his shoes in his hand. 
One of the most unprincipled of our aristocratic gallants has 
(aid in pHnt, that men of fashion are not proud of their vices 



aVd tfte following very well authenticated story; wfiich the 
late General Oglethorpe used to tell, will show, that there 
are situations in which they may be made ilshamed of them* 
The nobleman above alluded to, had insulted the wife of an- 
bther, by a declaration of what is mis-called love. — ^The lady 
communicated to her lord" what had passed, and his lordship 
iinfncdiately' decided on {)uBlicly exposiiig the miscreantJ 
Knowing that thie eaii was to be at ah eiltertainmeht 'given at 
the then fashionable place of resort, Cuper's Gardens, ha 
went thither in quest of him, concealing two swords oif equal 
length. Having found Lord , he addressed him by aC^ 
b^ing him, and concluded by saying, ^ My lord, as I knOT#' 
you call yourself a man of honour, I cannot doubt your giv- 
ing me the satisfaction I demand, before we quit this spot. 
Tou have insulted my wife, for which I intend to give you a 
hearty caning — this you must resent ; and to give you tha 
ine&n^, I have herfe two swords.* — He then, in tlie face of all 
present, put his Uireat into execution, bjr caning his lordship 
severely — but the beaten peer called for his carriage without 
applying for the sword. — So notorious a disgrace it is not ths 
good fortune of every transgressor to find ; but it is much to be 
questioned whether a gentleman would proceed in combat* 
ing * the illiberal scruples* pf his friend's wife, if he knew 
that the carpenter or the painter, in the next room, had a lad* 
der up against a hole in the partition. We have lately lost 
a venerable subject of the kingdom of Cupid, who had as 
few regards of ceremony as most men ; but he would have 
blushed once for his dea&ess, had he known that the dean of 

■ ■ , whose waste of exhortation on him he had no pause t9 

• * ■ , It,. 

fear, was on the roadi-side of bis frpit-wall. It is worthy of 
remark, that in the pretty romances * founcled on fact,' with 
which lords, ladies, and gentlemen, furnish the town, we do 
not naw 6^e the servants of a family made accessaries. Is it 
tlmt they are more^ or are they less, to be trusted ? — Perhaps 
the demand for secret-service money is too high ;— it cannoj 
surely be compassion for the souls of their dependents; that 
awes th^ principals spare them. 
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{6} Sbe bad ad apple in ker liand> whicb iilii^ br^9 k) tw^* 
9ayii^ tQ her attendant, who had ioadvierleiitly tuuofd Iba 
earl^ ' That word ha3 broke my heart, as I br^k tfaia i^ple/ 

(Y) The propriety iihd n^cmniy of doing all that can hp 
Imagined to counteract the vice of our timet bardly admitff 
of making any allowances ; but ono inay he «iadi^ Mfely^ if 
prc^rly understood. There have beeii dreadful instances of 
men leading their wives into error : there is on record opo^ 
which no term is strong enough to characteri;ie — of a d^wce 
r^an undertaking — and a wager. Compassion for bumao na^ 
ture will not here admit of severity ^-but the ei^ainple^can jsfr 

ford no excuse. The late Earl of ^ ii^deed» was turped 

headlong out of a house 4ie went tp view^ and which was ip thff 
charge of a soldier's wife^ And the sequel q( the sad stor^ 
^bove alluded to, must be considered, if the laws of this worlds 
and the hopes of the next, are insufficient, l^et tbe wretch- 6 
ed victim of folly and atrodty, be contemplated -on. ber kneef 
to the infernal agent who had deluded her. Is npt thif 
enough ? 

(8) The fashion of terms changes :-<-ftuee:; is now. a fa* 
vourite adjective. Lady Monologue^ when asked how her 
old uncle did, answered, that he was * quite sweet' — she 
meant only that he was perfectly placid. We hear of ' sweet 
letters' and * sweet actions' as commonly Its of * sweet-wll* 
liams* and * sw^et-meats.' 

(9) As it is oflen useful to yo\ing)iousekeepers to Icnow the 
Incidental expences of a family^ they may be glad to learn 
ihat in the year 18 — it cost about six hundred pounds to 
keep a foolish story out of the public prints. This may not 
be the ' maximum* of the market ; but it is surely enough to 
warp some ceconomists. It cannot be supposed that every 
body can get off so cheap ; because, in the case alkided to, 
there was neither rank, situation, nor atrocity — ^there was 
only a want of credit sufficient to refute an exaggeration-— 
et'fffy t is4i point of thrift to keep a good eharacter. " 
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CHAPTER VL 

Tim affair over, and the actors settled again in 
proper places/ Mr. Lotus having riecailed to the 
management of his house his sister, whom his 
wife had of course supplanted, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene having, by keeping out of the way, 
waved those testimonials of respect which a 
bridegroom ^and bride, in the ordinary mode of 
proceeding, look for, Fortune, ever Eugene's 
friend, seemed to confer . the most valuable 
favour in her power, by removing his grreat* 
uncle, Mr. Bellanntne, who, though not a little 
displeased at bis young relation's being, as he 
said, ^ taken in,' had not dared tQ tell what he 
thought, or presumed to alter his will, or even 
to erase that clause of it which made Mr. 
Eugene's assuming his name and relinquishing 
his own, the condition of his enjoying his pro- 
perty ( 1)* A more fortunate expedient could not 
have been devised for throwing out all those 
whose curiosity might have followed Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene. Genealogists were soon puzzled-^ 
old ladies were ^ in a wood' — ^young ladies 
knew nothing about it; — and whatever recollec- 
tions, suspicions, or surmises might arise, the 
attractions, the fascinations, tlie accomplish- 
ments, the style, and 'the great propriety' of Mrs. 
Bellarmine, together with her husband's taking 

VOL. I. F 
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a cook from one of the first subscriptioti-houses^ 
promised to overcome. 

But even if the promise were made good, Mr. 
Eugene, henceforth Bellarmine, had not that en- 
tire £selisg of victory necessary to his perfect aa^ 
tisfketion : be had.a large share 6f vety sensitive 
pride : he had enjoyed a fbttering fame till he 
could . not brook any diminution of it : he had 
possessed tlie intimacy of persons \rfaose ac* 
quaintance it was creditable to cultivate ) and 
the use he had beett accustomisd to make of 
hours not devoted to vice or pleasure, prevented 
bis admitting into his mind the vulgar conso- 
lations of the ignorant. 

He was yet indeed, and perhaps evto moiir 
than heretofore, the fashion :•— he wasi still ap- 
pealed to by those who wislicd to shitier — ^hifr 
tastes were ibUowed :i--his watchmaker and his 
upholsterer, his bootmaker, tailor, and mercer, 
quoted him ;^and be decided knotty points in 
the r^ons of bibiiomania and chance ;^<-every 
wish <^ his heart seemed to meet its instant gra- 
tificatic^O) on escaping from his lips; and, eveu 
to himself, tfaeve appeared wanting to his supe* 
rior felicity) only two blessings^-^not showy Jil 
their as|»ec&~&oit missed by the eye ef the by-^ 
stander^^biyt sadly wanting to his own peFcef»« 
tions, and for which he oeuid j&id no* substitii<> 
tion, and most ^untowardly retained the keendit 
relish;— ^;he one, a iair honourabte esthnatiiMi 
amongst the worthy ; the other, almost necessa-i 



I'Uy quuwpted; with it— bi» OMfni privAte. appror, 
bfttipn, ;^ey,oiid, thepiey hb wishes. di4 uot so^r • 
he had not tjhat in his, iBiad. which, giv^s, a^ 
Jjig^e» ajubitlqn, apd, can toach uSj wbeneyefv 
iQisupfl^ratopd and. znisap^prfx^ated by tlie ^pod^ 
a^d, Aot, entitled, tp the acquittal of our. owU| 
|>artiiil judgfiieot, . to cast ourselves iij hupiJjJQ. 
conM^no^ h^xa that thrope^ where opji; int^- 
tipns^will i^taf^d in lieu of im^fits, * 
• But iffiitliei; of these * sine quibu$ npn' could 
be prOejAm; hql CQuld his ju4gipent, whenqool^ 
p^«sum9 to un([lerya.lue the pviva^tionv Hq could 
bear the sarcasm of tl>e I>^chess of X—*, whpi 
had * a^nbitioni^d' hjiafoiher deforajed, daMg|^-, 
ter, and thjetpettish^ess pf the' Mj^rchionesa, of. 

Z. J wbp faij^cied the. marquis epifld np(; i^u^- 

i(ive tJaff ne^^t attapk of his goi^t 91: his gout,- 
medicia^e: he did not cpij.cjescend^ to jjif^tify. 
bjmsi^lf, when it A^a^. ^nted, that th^ widow« 
SimpletCKU tbpi^ht herself ill used : nor di4 h^^ 
fieel dia;gi:a9ed,by tj^ie ruden^ssesjof Miss Gawkejr. 
Tojsjf^ji^ly^ who Ixad depended, on Ws goptjry^ 
and some pfelfty pr^sen^s as * avant^courie^sf of 
a hotter n#pf)e:-rrbut s^cb men as ][^rofes6(^r| 

M , the C-'^ of L . ■ , f ^^d[ !\tr. Justice 

B — — , l^d tieQa sorfy, they vrere ' pi^^epte^ by 
prior -eagm^wv^ ^OW *ccep%g his objijgwpig 
iOiVitSLtafij), tp.dpna^ry— ^dthp ^atl pjf M- — rrr^ 
^hoMgh he hi^l b^n reti^roed i^on) ScotUn^^ 

fortaight, \?a^ m^, sa.^i% ^Wplfl ^"W^ 
time ^ retoi;p.hi%(salliTrandtl^IifffflQfP?T^ 
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had only ftioved his hat on meeting him— ant! 

Archdeacon ^ with all his humilitjr^^-anrd 

the veteran Colonel H . and alas ! the ' ■■■ 

General had looked shy-^and that honest Welsh 
baronet, Sir Taffy ENgnuih, had said, almost iii 
his hearing, that ' sach perion^/ by whdm it 
\|rai iftupposed he meant Mr. and Mrs. Eugene,, 
otight not to be vidted— 4ind Peregrine M« 



he was told again, had, with his unglossing in^ 
tfegtity and merry repfoof, giveti his opinion of 
this match — and even George B-^-^ — ^, who would 
gladly have hidden his neighbours' faults, because 
he had so few of his own which needed a cloak, 
somehow seemed to ask, when he spoke to him, 
whether any body was in sight In Vain Bel- 
larmine told himself that these were individuals, 
but that he had numbers on his side— 'that they 
Had their bwn notions, which wdre not liberal—- 
that they were iiot men * of fashion'-*^* of the 
world'—* of style'^-^-he would have said, ^ nor 
of importance^*—- but he had not quite per- 
verted hi& judgment, though be hsid injured hid 
crbdit; they were, he knew, men of the best 
fashion, of the best world, and of ttie best style 
^^and it would not do. 

And with regard to Mi*s. Bellarmine, the good, 
ihild, compassionate Dowager Countess of Loch*- 
lay, replying to isbmethhlg he had said, had, 
^ith a look of mortifying regret, and a shake of 
her head, which added'every thing, said : * Nay, 
ion't ye talk to me: I cannot*— only consider 
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9tiy daughters — ^an I had no childer, 'twould bt 
vastly^ different' And Lady Christiana Santa- 
mor was at home when Mrs. BeUarmine was ad« 
mitted with 9 party to see her house, and though 
an old frien4 pf the admiral's^ and Mrs, B. had 
taken iqare she should hear her name, did not 
show herself. — ^And Lady Purefoy had looked 
at Mrs« BeUarmine oyer her shoulder, and snift- 
ing and sAuffing, had declared she never would 
admit ladies of a ' certain description f and 
aJbove all — O teji it not ye zephyrs! — the 

Puchess of , and the Qoiwtess of -rrr^f who 

had, in a way unheard of since the time of Eliza* 
beth, changed their partners, had presumed to 
leave their visiting tickets I !, Could any things 
^ under Heaven j' be ^o humiliating (8) ? 
, He now, poor soul ! began to imagine affronts 
where they were not meant, and to pay some 
friends, who could claim no higher praise th^n 
that of being capricious, the compliment of 
supposing them nice in their associations :«?-the 
notion was absurd. 

It was not necessary that Mn or Mrs. BeUar- 
mine should show themselves at St. James's, or at 
that time the mistress of the house — Heaven send 
the decent such anotlver friend 1— -might, with- 
out departing from dignity or the mercy pf 
her station, have made that visit suffice (3): 
while they kept themselves oijt of pertain situa^ 
tions, they might have gone on very well, had 
they not worried tliemselyes with fancies. But 

F 3 



Hheiiiihafpp'y ttian, in the ihidst of crowds and 
•"flairs fdr cl•o*^ds, m^e ocular d^motistrdtioii 
•6f his* wife's success indf^iWitig crcfwds, and the 
•Clearing of all the pretty things isaid by *these 
•erbwtis, x^s still fidgetty-^he thought that the 
' "dOzfen *who had slighteil hitn, miiSt betray him; 
"and%HetHer they did or tiot, stillthese do^eh^— 
fhe^e ddifen— ^they Vere more in his enumei'ation, 
and in effect, th^n the three hundred kt Thermo- 
pylae, ttr the ^ ten thousand of IXenophon. There 
'tv^efe distinctions which 1all his distinctions did 
not give him — there were satisfactions denied 
liim^even In'a plethora (if good — there Wdtie men, 
'wanting almost alVhe possessed, yet'rifch in vir- 
'tue;^— character alone had done whatheh^d^ailed 
in ; his ambition Was Checked by a soft of panic 
co\<rafdice; 'he quitted the ground to those Vho 
*t:new not that they were his competitors: 'Mil- 
*tiadeshad his trophies, and Bellarmine could not 
sleep. 

While he was deliberating on the best means 
of getting again into his own good graces, or 
Out of the ill graces of those who perhaps 
thought very little on him, his lady settled the 
inatter by very unadvisedly resenting what she 
'to61cas an affroiit, and reported to' him as not to 
be endured. She did not pretend, indeed, to any 
right of advising how' it should be resented ; but 
she knew the common, course of su6h things; 
and she waited a day or two, relying on the pro- 
mised information of her husband's valet, to as* 
•■••■ . 5 
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certain wfa'etber Bellarmine's silent Rearing of 
her piteous tale was apathy or delicate cogiceal- 
mcet cf bis intention ^0 Mek prDptf iedre$B— ;- 
that is to say, to leatti hcf own rakie. 

But Mr. Beflaripine, whatever he might, ha v^ 
done before- be ■ set himself down' in his owp 
teatimfttion, and whaMm^r other sgoatlei^m may 
<k> to assert the respect due to a )ady ^in passing 
from the back boxes through the lobbies, was 
now to be compared to a beaten bull ; audi, jan-r 
,£U]d and subduedl, he (CQuld'PQiy suggest -wMt 
thisii occi»Bre4 <to his conjugal jaiixiefey, that .k 
might be better :for his ^wiffe -to ^speet 'her <s<m* 
:6nement in the country. She heard him, it is 
true, but she thought hiin mad j and lisipg thp 
.privilege of h^r jsituatioii, she tcdd hm Jlttlis 
^hort of -hi^i opinion, fiat 'the aea^t evening, icm 
returning from Lady Omnigeua *Pampollen*« 
grand assembly, where the grinning ambrostties 
of his Grace of — — had drawn the smiles of 
part of the company 013^ her, .die .at lepgth Xe^t 
herself degraded, aod thought theproposialiWarth 
a consideration. Wakin g* next moEnihg with a 
head-ache, she aloud wished' herself ifi the coun* 
try, and in a few da^ys was disencujnbered qf 
her townrhovisieiaad (establishment} f^ud settled 
on her husband'^ mother's .eiitate, and in tbe 
^ouse in which 'he was bom. 
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NOTES. 

(1) Hair gfCttt 18 tke obl%atioiioccasMmaUy confecred <m 
Ae foolish bj those who, still nuM fodish, make them a|i- 
pear comparatively wise ! When Mrs. Cafisicum manriedt 
her choice made her daughter's match quite a respectable bu« 
siness. O! what a glorious groupe of Cupids and Cupidesses 
made the * cortdge' of that fiwio^s wedding !-.^ere it but 
^wfol to tell ! 

(Sy * Rather too bad/ exclaimed the celebrated Perdita 

as she threw out of window the visiting-ticket of LadjW » 

just then freed from ihe shackles, add setting out on a new 

• 

tack. It is therefore to be supposed there are ranks and gra- 
dations amongst those wbo have no p^ace in soeiety; but 
they need < a herald particular.' It must have been some great 
mistake somewhere that made Mrs. A— — -, alias B— -*, alias 
C ' ■ ■ *s first roiit so thin of ladies as to give occasion to the 
report that there was there * all the world/but very little of his 
#ife.'— — ' I win go and reconnoitre for you,! said Harry Scout 
to his sis^fy < if you are afraid of going to Mrs. Biskall's 
9iu8ic-party.'— * Well, Harry, who was there ? — 'A great 
crowd of odd men, such as I am not used to meet, only four 
ladies, and the Star of Piccadilly.* Surely here too was some 
error, or people were nice! 

It is not often that Fashion can give so good a reason for 
her proceedings as she might, for ordering the repositories 
for the tickets left by visitors, to show their contents. It 
complies with the dictate * Tell me your company, and I will 
tell you who you ai'e.* There are collections of this kind, 
where a naniie, too egotising to be written, has been that tlie 
least reflecting credit ; but notwithstanding the want of. 
nicety in the world, there are ladies, and married ladies top, 
and married to men who seem to have, at times, the world in 
their hands, who do not ' get on* well; — ^and in the show- 
rooms of one of those, where letters from crowned heads were 

ft 

frfoned, and presents from the antipodes set forth to view, * 
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file i^rhole stock of cavd-paper exhibited only the engraved 
pretensions of hair-dressers, corset-makers, mil]inersy den- 
tistSy plumassiers, perfumers, and various other makers or re- 
pairers of beauty. ' To the credit of the country, not a gen* 
tlewoman! though on the other hand it may be said, there 
Ifras not an idle person of the party. 

(3) If the time should ever come, God grant it never may ! 
when the first drawing-room in the kingdom refuses to shut 
its doors on vice in the female sex, fh>m that day may bo 
dated not only the disgrace, but the danger, and, unless 
rescued by the inflictions of Providence, thedownfal of this 
country. It is bad enough to be insulted at public places and 
private houses of miscellaneous recq>tion, by those with 
whom St. Paul forbade all intercourse ; but if received at 
that place which should give the law, there will be no defence 
for the decent, no encouragement ' for the weak. Let k 
never be said they cwnnot be excluded — ^they have been, when 
the matter has been pushed as far as possible ; and ' No' is fL 
very short word to utter. In many points we already too 
much resemble the license of Paris before its inhabitants re- 
ceived their severe chastisement ; and we have, within the 
' last year, made some large strides of iniquity. We must 
go no farther. Our public burdens have been cheerfully 
borne ; and even those who sacrifice greatly to the purpose, 
are disposed to think our enemy cheaply kept out while we 
are spared the sight of blood : but w^ must have good ex- 
amplci in those above us ; and every possible reason mu»t not 
be given us to say, what t|ie feelings is^ all hearts sufficiently 
prompt-^-' Long live t)ie Kipgl' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The comfort of having wilshdrawn froom :an 
irritating situation, made the family-mansion 
appear a paradise, and the woundqd feelings .of 
the wedded pair began to heal under the balmy 
influence of an unquestioned superiority. Pi;^- 
ferring this place as a residence, Bellarmine, 
whose property had been injured by what 'had 
occurjed before his marriage, had sold his greatr 
uncle's estate to replace what he had drawn 
from his capital, and to free bimaelf :from bis 
own and his unfortuned wife's debts, and now 
seemed a stationary being. 

But in settling himself in the county where 
his mother's family had for ages been ol^ects qf 
regard, he was wrong: he lihould have betaken 
himself to his other estate, and there, by com- 
parison, he might have appeared to advantage. 
The great radical error, indeed^ was quitting 
London: a thick population is a fence; but in 
the country, where the gentry are objects of 
attention, and some fashionable vices fire left to 
the peasantry, every arrow reaches; and curiosity 
being more at leisure, facts get abroad, and if 
not quite in their correct shape, yet seldom im- 
proved. 

This discovery was to come* Mrs. Bellarmine, 
in, arranging her household, fancied she wa3 
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condescending very low, to propose to the shep- 

'herd to take his daughter as a nursery-servant 
whom she expected to need. The man threw 
down bis hat and crook, and knelt to beg td 

Tbe excused — but he hnd his dame could not 
'except madam's goodness:' he ^begged ten 
thousand pardons, but he was sure it was of 110 

'Use to speik to his dame; fdrhe knew she would 
tldt'let her'Bett take the place, on account as 
the people said -madam had gived her company 
to the squire, whiles, as one mought say, she 
were married afore (l).' 

The shepherd's rent of his cottage was nu>re 
sbarply'looked after, and his lease was not re- 
newed; but Mrs. Bellarmlhe beginnings to un- 
deiistand the situation of her own affairs, 
contented herself with setting her husband 
again^ a faithful servant ; and, assuming haugh- 
tier airs towards the rustics, swallowed the 

' affront in choking silence. 

Tbe expectation of an heir varied a little the 
monotony of ideas into which Mr. and Mrs. 

^Bellannine were sinking,* but itcouldnot remove 
the gloom which was thickening over the mind 
of the latter; and the two months of waiting 
afforded to all, not out of the reach of admoni- 
ti&n, a liesson which, alas! it seems the business 
of every day to render of none effect. Yet it 
must be repeated, even without an audience, 
and even without hope. 
It was autumn, ?nd nothing was wanting to 
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the beautiful character of that season in l^ng** 
Jand. If they had not a neighbourhood? it was 
because their own possessions were too exten* 
mve to admit of approximation ; and they had^ 
in their affluence and their taste, every ineatu^of 
facilitating intercourse: their soil was good; 
their views were cheerful, and included small 
habitations, which might have been springs of 
the purest satisfaction under the coi^trol of vir- 
tue and benevolence; or have contributed to 
furnish the amusement of a varying society; but 
now they were the haunts of invidious curiosity,- 
where gossips met to agree that their new 
neighbours were no better than themselves, or 
the shelter for those, who, by the power of re^ 
crimination, maintained a right to defy the laws. 
Mrs. Bellarmine could protect the modesty of 
no female ; her husband had nothing to say to 
those who assailed it (2). The topgues of both 
were paralyzed if they attempted to enforce their 
oM'u interests by moral or religious regards* 
Had they recommended the church as the pro- 
)>er place of resort on Sunday, in preference to 
' the Cow and Snuffers,' they might have been 
requested with a bumpkin-archness to lead the 
way; and the blacksmith, if threatened with a 
representation to the squire, of his * going aftcr'^ 
the wife of a jealous man, would have snapped 
his fingers, and defied the impeaching virago. 

Thu wass their internal influence ol^tructed; 
and on their domestics it had as little power df 
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icxertidii. Mrs. Bellarmine's female-servants 
Were neither vestals, Lucretias, nor Penelopes ; 
and Mr. Bellarmine's men-servants had their ar- 
rangements on. both sides the walls. The wait- 
ing-woman was pert if a ribband escaped her 
grasp ; and the ralet was jocose if his master 
asked what pretty girl it was that crossed the 
lawn. When young women in long cloaks ap- 
plied * just to speak a word' to the next magis- 
trate, they were asked if they came from * the 
hall ;' and if any goody had a rambling daugh- 
ter, * the hair was the first place of her in- 
quiry. 

Still there might have been, in the best apart- 
ments, s6mething to atone for these defalcations. 
Saucy tenants and licentious servants are not 
our companions; and if an amiable woman has 
the love of an affectionate husband, she may be 
happy with many privations — Granted. But 
open the doors that inclose Mr. and Mrs. Bel- 
larmine, and what is the character of the love 
that should form their felicity? On his part, a 
liietancholy habit of domestication, that made 
his wife seem the painfully reminding shade of 
something he once had loved : — on hers, a sus- 
picious watchfulness lest his affections should 
stray. She dreamt of her father and mother ; 
the one gone to the grave without granting his 
forgiveness — the other obeying his last injunc- 
tion to leave her unregarded :— of her former 
husband she was too callous to dream: ^he 
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aw:oke. languid: and. ^If^nnedi eml^vouringt to. 
cQmfoTt . b^r^elf that Vit waS| after, all/ hut ar 
dreap/ but cohmtious of its lesemhlaQce to. 
ti'uth» Bellarmine tool^ t^ newspaper ^ break- 
fast: she felt it neglect of her. She inquired; 
his plans; h|e w^^ g;oing over his fipldjs :^T-shei 
would accompany bim^ ' It wouiLd' fatigv^.* 
her : — it was damp/ — ' Isfo : she, >YaBlj9d e^e^r 
cise--*$be had boots-^-she hM coats.' Did apy- 
thing induce theiQ to^go tx>gether in a- carriage) l^ 
if they di4 not bicker, th^y slept — dipi^r ^s^ 
tasteless— evenings were long — he called hist 
bailifFr— he talked to his groom — he settled ^-, 
counts. Slie altered her lacep — improved! soipe 
article of dress — asked her maid's opinio!^ — took 
up a book — would write to know how it co^ld 
happen that a young friend was so lon^ silent ;, 
a sigh seemed to say, * Better not ask (3)/ 

Still for pei^fioiis able to do so i^uch, ther^ 
were resources : four horses will go a grea|; way* 
with those who want company; but ^p .Qm$. 
called — no o;^e. invited.. The architect w^s ' ha^ 
down' for a week : he was asked — * for, Lq>rd 
in Heaven, what waa to be done in such a^ ex- 
tremity ?' — he was asked^ or rather permittedi to 
bring his wife. 'Twas relief: but Mrs. fieUar*- 
mine was obliged to wake her spirits to mak^. 
any advantage of it : at every interval of silence) 
i^he was ^ distrait' and lost ; and the silly young; 
woman of a victor, unacquainted with ciiK^umri 
stances, and w^hing to amuse, told a stran^^ 
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histiQiy of ' a Mr. and Mrs. Lotus, that her cousia» 
Mary had heard of; aii4 obligingly offered to 
i%#d Mrs. Bellarmine cousin Mary's interesting 
• ktter about Mrs; Lotus's going off with a Mi* 
Eugene.' Mrs. Bellarmine rang for her salts^ 
aind was jsK)rry she could not bear to bear apy 
body read aloud. 

O ! what a contrast is all this to that which. 
slu)uld be the descpiption of a family so bles^^d, 
tifhd living in a country eyery individual of 
wj^ch h^ such cause for tbankiuliiess 1 Let, us 
QOntem^plate tlie horror.s pf the continent, the, 
acbliof war— *let us recqllect the destruetiou 
of villages, town^, cities — ^let us aaik of those 
'whi^'l^tt^ye witnes^d sieges, whsit tliey had to en- 
dure—- let us learn of the few survivors of con- 
iQ^gration and massacre what they did noi en- 
dufer— let us think of the capital of an immense 
eno-pire destroyed-^ of a whole regiment at one 
nioinept turned into ice^ and then ask how we. 
who have yet eacaped^ dare b^ what we are. If 
this is not sufficie^^tly knowctfor tl^e.purpose of 
reformation, take off at thia moment tbe roofs 
of a few dwelliiigs easily foMifd, and you shall 
see worse, worse, th^n can be depicted; for 
aftci" all^^bfc as, bad w we please-^* thjere is no 
peace for tbe wiqk^, s^itb my Gofl.' 

Now. turn to the panio^age-house of Mr. Bel- 
larmiWs parish. You will there indeed find 
ttotbing particularly interesting or siqgularl£ 
toman tic, for nothing more is to be paid than 
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that a ri^spectable parson married,' perhaps^ 
rather earlier than was prudent. The young 
peopfe were left to struggle, and considered as 
having forfeited their claims by their precipi- 
tancy. 

But the little vessel, freighted with talents by 
the hand of industry, and steered by discretion, 
will weather many storms in which the argoisies 
of greedy projectors are lost. Not the worse 
will it fare, probably, if some recollection of 
superior guidance— some motto like * In te, Do- 
mine, speravi,' accompany its launch — ^tnie : it 
could be no merit in our parson, if such souncb 
rang in his ears — they were * the jargon' of his 
trade; and Miemay well trust in tlie I-iOrd, wha 
has nought else to trust to.' 

His confidence did not, however, betray him; 
his industry did not relax. His wife was his 
^llow-labourer in undertakings, where the cre- 
dit he obtained was dearer to her than any her 
powers could have procured her. Their diffi-^' 
culties now over, she was equally assiduous in 
the duties of a mother. The house was the re- 
sidence of pious industry and affectronate exer- 
tions; audit cost Bellarmine a sigh and his wife 
a sneer, when the poor Spintexts, as tliey bad 
wiuily nauied them, excised the infrequcncy 
of their morning-calls at the hall, by having, 
poor souls ! incessant occupation at home—* as if 
a parson had any thing upon earth to do but to 
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r^ad'iiis ready-noade sermons; or parsons' wives 
any concern beyond fancying they set the fa* 
shion to the parish. 



NOTES. • 

(1 ) Have the great no pride i or have they so much as to 
set at nought the contempt of the body of a nation ? Are 
these times to bring authorities into disgrace ? or are they deaf 
to the warnings which they daily receive ? Of the vicious it is 
sometimes said, ' they are uq one*s enemies but their own :* 
— ^theiir situation in life then must be very low ; for those who 
set a bad example are the enemies of all who see it ; and let 
the owner of the following fact, consider well what his ac« 
count in this way will be. — A carriage that could not be mis- 
taken, was waiting at a house in one of the fashionable 
streets : a crowd was round it-4t gentleman ' passing, in- 
quired what caused the mob : * Why, Sir/ said a bdy, ' they 
are looking at the^carriagey because the ■ > of —-^ is gone 
a-courting to my lord's wife there, and so they want to see 
him come out.' This was in broad daylight, and on a Sun- 
day !! The feeling most commendable in the populace, was 
certainly that the least flattering to the object of their cu- 
riosity: had they hissed him as he- made his escape, their 
want of manners might, indeed, have been blamed, but the 
sentiment would have been cotrect. Let the effects of such 
discoveries.be added together^ and the. sum-total considered 
in time. 

• 

(2) Bellarmine was here the slave of a false delicacy. Bn% 
perhaps he had not witnessed thehonest- disgust with which 
his uncle^s friend, Wormwood, spoke of his female-servants^ 
vho were not alvirays to be found where they were looked for* 
He had married off those whom he had himself, corruptet} 
r-*VFhat |ben was to check his virtuou3 indignation I 
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^ (S') This 18 no ftction. Mach more fnigfit he cdd. 'A 
liSe^ rettently ^xtioc^ i|rmild afftnd many a&dkioos isulibtfM 
features of connubial happiness, ^is f^ Ub^inyi T^ M 
choosing and re-choosing for ourselves \ There have been 
instances where, after clearing hedge and ditch m following 
that miry Win*a-wisp *' Monsieur Cupidcm/' a father has not 
been able to endure the sij^ of his ownbeautifid chfldren^— 
where he has, with every expression of hatred, (ordered tbem 
aw4y-^wh]f r^. the wife Wnpt be^ adisgitt^d tp Im pr^sevee 
for many daj3 in fUiQ^3sion-^/^ld« ^h^n^ in distres^^ for moir 
Dcy, she has written a i:equeat, has, b^en i^vl^e^ bj^ a sileni 
guinei^ ; and wh^re, at l^t^^ the pa^s^ tQ. piicsu^. a yictpnf 
babit^ havp bpen bjorrpved, 0:om hec neanesit reiflA>fffr^ 
1^69 mot^ n)jght bp giyeiiv**"^^ if ^ ^P^ k^ ^ wprsi-: 
^eve is no hajtrec^ ^1^ ^9li oi c9q9fai^Q^ip.gi^t4., Tlti98« 
inclined to us|9 t)i& toat^l of the Q^^^9ip^ii)«^i4.of;(;ibri^tiw 
yirtue»^ will see, ^ tl^^ expir^s^ipn.^. o^ jff^p p oi nte ^Bi^ wbifcli 
Ovid assigpa to TiuUil^ % sei>tvxi<ent whidi;«^ t^;,hq[^i^f 
disciples of r^vektiox^ may tijan^lalt^. 

Ah 1 what avails. itr-^partoerBia one oMaey 

M<e-^ Heaven toibr&it, and aft hope/ Qi^'gr^Mce^*^ . 

Thee^^to brave Hell md all itn threaten^ 'wo^^ > 

ff thus in passive quiet we must sit, 

And^ ilaring nought beyond the vulgav reacb^ 

S^iem virtuous, yet rececre not virtue's pay ! 

Poqr unemployed, discarded slaves of |in f 

(4) Among the varieties allowed to tastes^ one, beion^ng 
to the female character, mttf find adintttance^-^the^ taste- for 
the utmost possible exertion of industry, with no other view 
of recompense than the happiness of being useful to those 
whom the Will of our Maker has made the superiors of wo- 
men, and intended for their best friends. History gites us 
some instances of females who have been respliendent help- 
mates to their husbands and fathers ; and the arte and sciences 
of this and anterior ages have produced' specimens thiCt 
might justify envy. ' Pity h is to pass by MadHnie Da^^T, 
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G1attd& StAla, th^ indefatlj^le Mys. Fefti«d0»' Df Mik 
B^ — ; and culpaBe ic seems to arrest Kli^ attention at th^ 
porthiit of a woman ayowedly of no pretefarions : bdt the leH 
correct the engine, the more extraordinary the effect acMetod^ 
iind in a good Cause, and free from the disCourageflient tf 
bbloquy, the respectable may, by something simtlar, M^ 
far more than the praise due to those for iv4iom^ aks ! not 
nveri good deeds can obtahi a good reputatiMi. 

The memoirs of one of Uiose wretched victinie of fak^ sen* 
Ability, who live in delusion and die in despair, have oiiuttei 
lo inform us fblly of some of the brightest circumigtAikces of 
hfcr liffe. Compiled by herself, the dUgracefid has been ob^ 
truded on the public eye as the < interesting*-— the h<mek 
has been omitted, perhaps as derogatory from the claims ef 
& high rank in infamy. But it is matter of fact, that befori 
the lovely meteor alluded to, had reached her zenith, when 
she was only emerging fVom the horizon of common life, and 
perhaps had scarcely proposed to herself the galaxy of ^ starl 
and garters* as her path to sublimity, she was wit& her recl^ 
less husband in the King's Bench prison, where shife i^er« 
fbrmed all the offices of their wretched (economy, nursed he^ 
child, and even scrubbed the stairs of their apartment. T^ 
relieve their distress, a former employer of her husband 
would h^ve furnished him' with work for his pen; but,' as he 
was too hizy to undertake it, the benefit of the kindnesk 
would have been lost, had she not possessed a better spfriv, 
and after her discharge of the duties of nurse, housebiaid, 
laundress, and cook, sate down for hours together to 'the 
transcribing law-proceedings. Such a woman deserved a 
better protector; and such a husband did not merit eveici 
sucb a Wife. 

It is in the power of women to do much more for the ccfm« 
fort of men and the service of a family, than it is yet common 
to see practised. Such exertions indeed pre-suppose some 
degree of leisure; but how seldom is that leisure employed m 
advantageously a^ it might be ! What can be more unprofitaBlfe 
than the entire appiication of some women, who sit in theiir 
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irawing-rooms to, receire visttorsy till it is time to be visitort 
in the drAwiog^rooBig of others^ to some elaborate piece oC 
^ork— for needle»work is no^ agaia the ^u^on — not in anjf 
WAj osefui, but requiring the patience of a time-consuming 
Oim, and the eyes of a hawk to perform it^ and which is 
either to be their pride in their own wear, or the decoration 
f^f splice friend as mach disposed to value exquisite trifles ; or|^ 
taking a more excusable bias^ a child is to cany on its hea4 
abi weeks* morning-tasks. When men of business come 
home, and, seeking to unbend without sinking into inertnes^ 
ask the common question, * Well^ my dear^ what have you 
to say to.me^'«— * I have done Emma's veil/ or, ^ I hare 
finished little Alfred's cap,' is, if all that can be said, a very 
alender imswen Would it not be well to have now and then 
to add something like, ^ Do let me read to you Dr. Clarke's 
interesting account of the first sight of Jerusalem ;' or, * I 
have marked for you here some fine lines in Mr. Tigbe's 
poem of ' The Plants ;' or, ' Do you know how beautifully de- 
vout the poetry of Filicaja is ?' And even should the spirit 
now awakening, proceed, and gentlewomen prefer the foua« 
tain-head to the pitcher«*and should a daughter, with th€ 
sportive duty of Lady Thomasina, greet her father on his re- 
turn home with her opinion that Cyrus the Great, when a 

boy, as depicted by Xenophon, must have been a complete 

• 

little quiz^OT should she, in the beautiful contrast of her 
mind, throw her admiration on the near approach of Marcus 
Antoninus to Christianity ; it mighty if she wore her learning 
like Lady Thomasina, be * quite as well in the end* as tea 
rows of veining, — ^yet Lady Thomasina is an elegant work- 
woman* and needlework is n^t to be despised or given up— 
there is room on the table for the nice work-box as well as for 
the book and the inkstand. But painting, music, any thing 
is better tlian the destruction of sight and the injury of th# 
powers of respiration in personal ornament. We look with, 
pity and astonishment on the elaborate works of our grand- 
motliers, who were employed, for years, on that which was 
often out of use before it was completed*. Was it more idle 
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than what is done now with an apparent intention of saving 
exjiadse, and often incurring much more than that of a liberal 
purchase ? Nothing can be more respectablcy nothing can 
foe more pleasant, than the employment of the needle to use* 
fill purposes ; and women obliged or inclined to exert powe^B 
of thought) feel it a soothing relaxation ; but it must be re* 
membered that there is noChmg communicable in the plear 
^ure, and tha<; it should Dot fom a Cbtistian }ady*s highest 
mtelleptual e^ertiop^ 
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CHAPTEH VIII. 

\^tiJXT Mrs. Bellarnilne wzs seeking in her ca- 
tllifets ztkd wardrobes fof 4mu»em«nt8, or aditttr*- 
ing the- order ill wliith tliey were prfepared ftt 
the expected claimant of their delicate contents: 
•while in retiring from them, satiated with repe- 
tition, she asked the passing moments if they 
could do nothing for her comfort; her husband^ 
in a deeper tone, asked himself what alL his 
years had afforded ; and in his proneness to me- 
ditation, was often driven to. contemplate the 
sad power he possessed of converting advantages 
into misfortunes. His feelings had been the 
objects of his mother's early cultivation, and 
they had been her pride : his tastes and preten- 
sions to favour and distinction had given him 
his rank in intellectual society ; and he felt their 
power to add to the weight of his discontent ; 
for on no other principle could he account for 
his being so much more an annoyance to him- 
self than hundreds who had done more to offend 
the world, and who had fared worSe under its 
displeasure. 

But a remedy seemed at hand. That which 
brings joy to most parents, is supposed to bring 
it to all ; and an heir to an English gentlenian) 
in Bellarmine's natural situation, was an expect- 
ation of stimulating importance ; but he had 
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tjQSBtrived «o Ihat be cataed little about this ; aii4 
indeisdy Ms aplathy Ara& jwtifislLbfe ; Ibr h&W could 
he train a son edixvenieaAy m «ray ]iath but that 
wiiich lie had jmrsued ? aiid what had it led to? 

• I cati^t make faim a bishop or a hermit,' iaid 
be ; / t^md if ht he isot one or the otilier^ h^ ibust 
te iirhat I am, aisd be^n-wretched !' 

Any body will acknowledge and iaiiient that 
there can be ho mediam foiriid ^etw^en tliese 
extremes. 

• In this &ta!te of mind, th^efone, hits' lady had 
nothing to lear. when. lie. was informed that she 
iiiad a dangler; and as a great deai inaghti very 
justly be said .in ptaise of the inihfit'a- appear* 
ance,* tlie sex W9S itather, cm the whole, an 
^greeabJe cirouinstance. Ma<inma's Axst anxiety 
was to know if it proinised to be pvetty-^apa ' 
had none : mamitm supposed he unonld be pleased 
to hiear it was thought like her ; perhaps he did 
m>t wish the resemblance to go farther than 
person^ and hiad it not gone so far, he might not 
have repined 

Tlie dirstid^y of Mrs. 'fieUarmine's liberty paid 
her for every thing she had forfeited or fdregone. 
An innocent pleasure was a new feeling; and 
iftiougK by good management, s^he too had ren* 
deted it rather a. difficulty to find one, yet the 
tndalgence df maternal love was never yet, even 
by <Jhe Severest mMalists,. coiisidered a$ cul- 
pable< Itiwas ao dbiig^tfol to have something 
X»' he ^?^ud 0^ e£ miihcdi th^ie tiras no occa^- 
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sion to be ashamed ! and the baby was ' ^nicb 
a dear love !'— * O I now the world was nothing 
to her— it had nothing to give.' » 

The want of all other occupation made Mrs* 
Bellarmine a most assiduous mother. She at- 
tended her baby's toilette, that she might cob- 
template its beauty; all her ingenuity and taste 
were called forth in its dress; and to change it, 
was the frequent business of the day. ' She sent 
to London for advertised engravings of ^ Deair 
mammas/ and * Pretty darlings ;' a^d almc^t for- 
got herself in solicitudes* for her infant Who- 
ever has seen an unmeasured fondness for a new 
toy, will understand thk sort of mateinal afFec- 
tion, and can guess how long it would last. ' 

' The circle of the parents' friendships offering 
no assistance in the choice of sponsors or of a 
name for the child, and the father avowing bis 
dislike to that by which his lady had been 
christened, Miss Bellarmine was obliged to go on 
the ^ fancy lis^t' of Christians, and thus, almost 
accidentally, received the name of Rosanne— * 
any thing will do with ^ Aimt^ tacked to it. 

Por the first three months, Bellarmine's share 
in this pleasure consisted in the relief which the 
occupation of his wife afforded him. He was well 
bred, and he did not wish to be otherwise, but 
he. was low-spirited and hypochondriac, and too 

• 

thoroughly tired of his connexion, to be always 
in good humour with one who every day, by th^ 
simple operatioDL of rational caiuses, lost in his 
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regard. But from this inanity, a$ from the ffer- 
:6ientation of stagnant water, arose something^ 
active; Mrs. Bellarmine hegan to be wearied of 
apathy, and to feel offended that any thing for 
which he was indebted to her, ishould be so 
Kttle valued. Little Mjds was, as soon as most 
children, able to make an independent use of het 
feet ; and they carried her frequently where she 
seemed the least wished for, into the apartment9 
of her father. To get rid of her without exer- 
tion, he would give her what she cried for, oi 
some substitute ; and she came again, but with** 
out gaining any farther ground. 

Vexed at this stoicism, and perhaps conclude 
ing that female decorations were sometimes bait* 
for male affections, Mrs. Bellarmine took Ro- 
^anne to her dressing-room, and decked her in 
odours and colours, heightening the tint of hef 
infant cheek, by that addition which was now 
become indispensably necessary to her own: 
but Rosanne— sadly wanting in discernment, 
as well as in gratitude, — whenever the attempt 
was made, regarded her decorations as fetters, 
the scented waters as physic, and that which 
was put on her cheeks, as dirt. Insisting oii 
being made clean, the operation and her im* 
petuosity under it, increased her native beauty; 
"and Bellarmine at length condescend^ to say, 
her mamma might do what s^he would, since 
the attempt to resist was productive of so oiuc^ 
improvement 
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. f erUfveraince in what was at £rst teuing^ pcon 
4uced at 4eagth a .pleasure to the father. The 
^ild began (;o talk, and shovred that her icieas 
^yed too fast for her sooall vocabulary to give 
U)^i9 utterance. BeMarflome began to Usten* 
She «^ed ques^ons, Bod he took an interest in 
Hi^plyiog to the 'Fopeated*^ What 's this ?— Whose 
W that ?<^Who made this ? -rof curiosity in the 
^Igg^sheU. Her luuse, perhaps scarcely kno w- 
ivg why» had tatight h^ r to express Bometfaii^ 
Ifike thanks when her qu^tions were answeredy 
and hence it appeared as if she was grateful for 
the communication of knowledge* This struck 
ber father : he ^lid not ^e that it was a hvbit 
f^sily fixed, and as applicable to any thing else : 
he took it to himsdf-*-^ human being owned 
^If^lig^ii^ to; him !— *it sti^-red his drowsy feel- 
WS^j^rhe: madie his little girl an engrossing coi^ 
fipnfy-->9x^ t\kp ipammagrew jfealous. 
^ 'J^h had ^ow separate indulgences for Ro« 
saime-: from each she had injunctions not to 
tell tl^e other-— each had a different view in 
r^Baring their dn^ghter. Pl^pa rloolqed to her a$ 
prpjbably the o^ly interesting cprnfort of hi# 
f^jtu^e year^ and ha4 an- inplination to adi^pt 
a Jjnode ^ /qfluring, that should repay his care; 
A|.aiif).mfi anticipat^dva time wh^n tbfS' increasing 
iQOfQseiiess of Sella^i^ioe Mfonld. render a conr 
iM^te ,and ra^ Siecend a insolation {^d a s^p^ 
09)>t^iand'de|ic^iflf$dto«p%re nothing that could 
^jtttach Rosanne to her party. Stilly, hawev^ 



gieat di^seusioAs <id\ild (^r#iej ji^Bd ima^y. li^ti^ 
cl0uds. of iU-rhurnour qn t!^ ^r^w pf eitjbi^i .WQF# 
di^peUed by tb^ triiQsi^t^^rfuliie^&^'^iQhit 
child brings, where^ver il 13, at liberty tQ b^ wh0/( 
aature intended it Witj\ t^s i^ipau^ep^Bty a^ad 
wit^ littie vlirieCy, th^y get oq till it ce^^. te 
l^-neW| ^t is t^ say^ for tfie fif^l tbree ye^ssiof 
ifaM9Bnae'& eackteAoe. 
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.If industry tnd regularity^ the de^eociei^ of 
Jijfe, lund ^th6 decotDim of CbcistiMAty neefited any 
tkifig not yet dfiiscctve^ied, to redoimsieiiid thew^ 
tlMwe M?bo IB the present age wguid. pimti ouit 
their ooli^^amtiiire fri^ality br^^apaess .of inr 
klttlgieniee, might d/eeerve tbe thoikft'of kfaer w^djl^ 
!digfK>sed. To be pi3rpiet9mUy ba fber hmt f(^ 
MmeHOQCupatipii) tmtoethiftgt^«iM^fafi,,;4i»} thea 
«(mietiiiBg ^se to. stimulate, some^ jabfeurdity, 
some inconsistency, or aotne diiBtgraoe> ta qf aU 
.tiie rmfiy ^ quests' of this. ^queiKftn^g' /age, the 
iMKBt feacip0i£Bitvfe:/but f» thb exj^ewe, rMr>. m4 
'MtK.. fieUaitniaie, again ^kmg:dnto/}rig^t^ 
tif mind, :Qoi;r foiandi theimelhres.iDoropell^,. BQt 
iHicboady bj&tfaeiaotion p£jahy. fdrae^n^tbeiD^'btit 
1^ therpnifutmn ef .ail ittipatee, Th^irr hottte 
4mild dp 4iiGPtbnig ^ than, land Hmy could do 
iB0thiiigi jfer. their bcjsne. Tn abandooi i% thefch 
,^e, seem0d;ti]e.oDly way too-fiid^t.ifeiteiiable, 
fntf: 2dl]f . pian. ^las curried .in(0i 5toii0M»t>ft; ais 
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that alone oh which they could agree, for thi 
Jfiext three years, during which, a comfortable 
IreU-appointed mansion which wanted only 
worth in its inhabitants to make it cheerful, was 
dttstaining every species of injury, while they 
became watiderers on the face of the earth, drag* 
ging about with them, through all the pleasant 
i^hances of inns and lodging-houses, a set of un- 
attached servants and the little Rosaane : they 
seemed to have a dwelling only to avoid it ; for 
though they could not describe themselves aa 
living any where else, they zvere at zll places, 
excepting home. None of these places afixud- 
ifng that satisfaction which makes us content 
With something $hort of tlie indulgence c^ every 
fancy, they found it expedient to take short 
leases of amusements for which they paid aH 
the accnmukted price and compound interest 
of retail-pui'chasers,, with large premiums and 
h^ayy fines, not so much for admission to ple^ 
sure, as redemption from p9h). 
' Not willing entirely to Iforego Londoo^ but 
l)aving no siti^tion in it, dthey: stole into it^ iBil 
'^ut of it, 'in a way that, i dispensing with i«ter- 
"course^ excused them from mortification. At 
superb hotels, subscribing to tlie immense wealth 
of ihose keeping them:-T^n ready-furnished 
'houses, where the rent of a few wedcs paid tliot 
of a year,^ — at Bears, Lions, Bulls, Ships^ and 
White Harts, on roads in all directions-— paying 
for post-horses^ ivhile their own were laggioc 
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«ftfer them, or waiting to be overtaken 2 — keeping 
one set of good-for-nothing domestics at hom^* 
m the fear of being driven thither by sickness^ 
of which £ellai*mine seemed every day to con- 
ceive a greater dread^ and another set of le$$ 
lazy, but more rapacious followers, to be waited 
on upon the road : — cheated at all ends— buying 
bubbles, and contracting for moonshine — ^pay* 
ing, ten times over, for that in which tliey never 
could have any prcfperty-^flattered and bullied 
into submission to every extortion-^it is not to 
be wondered at, that, before their appetite for 
home revived, they were poor-*-and so poor as 
to admit of their persuading themselves that 
they could not afford to live in a house for which 
they had no rent to pay ( 1 )* 

Travelling was now ceconomizing; and thti 
latter part of this period afforded the novel vi-> 
cissitude of occupying occasional cottages, 
which, but for fashion, had been disgraceful resi« 
dences : but obloquy was avoided by incessant 
change; and like persons running about with 
tiieir clothes on fire, they, in a small space, in- 
cluded abundance of mischief. 

Mrs. Bellarmine's amiable qualities not appear- 
ing to particular advantage under an impending 
cloud, her husband soon confined his confidence 
and his communications to himself, and made the 
question *What is to be done?' matter ratlier of 
soliloquy than of dialogue. But a fortunate stay 
of ?ix weeks at Bath altered, if it did not remove. 
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hh ittqirfcfudej and he found the burden whidl 
had galled him, hiight be made tolerable by 
shifting his position : h» mornings wete amtised: 
he ivaA distitiguished atfiongst men : his e¥en-^ 
ings were devoted W the parties of the ^h6t 
iex, and it was matter of fcori tension who should 
sectire hitn; till the friendships of the day ind 
the flatteries of the tiight, had involved' him in 
that animated resource of palsied minds, whichj 
when ^jicnsed, is called * high play,' and wheti 
fcensufed, * deep play/ After experiencing some 
of the vicissitudes of chance, he w^s at last 
fortunate, and so greatly or so peculiarly, thatj 
with the ability now to return to his mansion, 
he lost no time hi resolving — but on what? 
on quitting England for ever, and going, with 
his \\'ife and child, to reside in Paris. 



NOTE. 

» . _ 

(l) l*here is not less uioney spent on the JhgUhe phii^ 
than on one mot^ respectable, but it is spent capriciously-^ 
and }^ the vbeabularies of some persona, caprice Is a synonym 
with liberty. On this scheme of life, responsibilities are cas$ 
off— hospitality is exchanged for waste : the class of wander- 
ing servants is increased ; and still more serious conse- 
quences are involved in it. Those who* take the awful cure 
of souls^ in the western parishes of iJie metlropcdis, are not 
admitted to connexion with, dr interest ia^ Ibeir fioek : they 
have a n^ cfvigjf^gation enTery Sunday— for n0body is settle^ 
.—nobody is staid ; and when the book for that composition 
fbr tithes called Easter-offerings is sent round, more Aan half 
the parish are defaulters,, because the'houses are hotels dt 
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lodging-houses. It would surprise those who level their 
wit at the plethoric and pluralist clergy, did they know how 
far under vulgar calculation, dif net profits of some of the 
most elegant London livings are«— The wine-cellars under 
chiirches and chapels mu3t net be reckoned onj iibct » in A^ 
former at least, the arrangement of the emolument does not 
affect the value of the^benefiicie*^and for the sake of decency^ 
it is greatly tabe wished th«t such appendages t» ecclesias^ 
tical buildings wene jemavcd* Hie ' £>iablfi Bniteus/ had 
i^e treated Pon Cleobs with ths Panorama of Loploainstea^ 
ef Madrid, would certainly have bestowed five minutes on 
Whitehall chapel and the polite and noble church of St., 
George, Hanover Squirt. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

For the waywardness of* human beings who shat! 
pretend to account ? or who, Qven with Bellar- 
niine's speculative powers, can predict what will 
be the next hour's feeling of a sensation-hunting 
ihind? He now made serious arrangements for 
alienating all his landed property, that he might 
clear himself of incumbrances which were every 
day accumulating, and carry into an enemy's 
country — for France can never be the friend 
of England until gratitude shall stifle political 
feeling — that which would have diffused, as the 
halo of his own enjoyments, life and comfort to 
a large circle of natural dependents. But, strange 
to say ! when he had thus resolved, he could 
not think of the subsequent preparations neces- 
sary for quitting England for ever, without 
feeling that he had dormant affections which 
were most perversely waking to his torment : 
yet at the same time that he almost repented of 
the resolution which he had formed, he was 
hastening on the consequences of it, and was 
angry that a purchaser for his property did not 
come forward at the moment when he signified 
his design of offering it to sale: he had many 
axioms of other people's experience ready to 
express his disappointment ; but yet when a pur- 
chaser appeared, and a bargain on his own terms 
was offered, by accepting which he must re- 



Ddutiee^ror ever t*-^for himself and his child-, 
the only inheritance that gave her an interest ii^ 
her {country* every classic writer that ha4 
been the stu^y of his younger days, or the re* 
source of his niiturer ypars, furnished his me- 
mory with some ^pposii^g sentiment : he paused 
—he hesitated— he almost retracted : — ^he felt 
that he could have! loved hoi^e under ^ny other 
circumstances than those of wl^ich he |i^d made 
his election ; alid at last^ ip . h way tl^at siibr 
jected him to hear the word ^ dishonourable;' he 
pteaded change of mind, and declared his purpose 
now to be, a settled residence in his own hous^ 
to which he immediately betook himself, 

Mrs. Bellarmine^ trusting to that which it 
was no folly to trust to — his caprice, declined 
accompanying him in his experimen tal journey : 
he therefore' left her at Bathj and rejoicing to 
descry his own chimney-tops, allowed the belU 
to ring, and those who hoped to profit from it^ 
to congratulate themselves on his return. And 
no.w every gap between two tr^s on a level was 
a prospect; every gravel-pit was a fine inequa^ 
lity of ground; all he saw was, or was capable of 
being made, whatever he could wish it: the 
house improved, on comparison with half the 
dwellings he had seen since be quitted it; and, 
* oil the whole, he might certainly as well re- 
main there, as make a remove, the expense of 
which would hk felt for the next seven years.' , 
He had forgotten, in the relapse of hi^ ffiflr 

VOL. r. H 
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ings, and the pleasure of following them, the 
original cause of his voluntary exile : perhaps he 
expected that absence would hare removed pre* 
jud.ices, , or that the grace of his return would 
incline all around him to take him up as a- new 
object of attention : but he was mistaken— re- 
turning without his wife or child, was more dis- 
creditable than returning with them : some new 
vagary of vice or folly was supposed ; and he 
Imd Mrs. Bellarmine were spoken of as each 
isetting out on a separate capital to increase their 
powers of making themselves contemptible by 
dividing. 

He was soon satisfied as to the comfort .which 
his experiment promised : he saw he should be 
an insulated individual while alone; and his fa« 
mily, when united, would be stigmatized afresh 
by pointed neglect Again, he made known his 
disposition to part from his estate, and again, a 
treaty was opened, pending wbich, an anony- 
mous letter from Bath, hinting at the friend- 
ship his lady manifested for a fascinating * West 
Briton,' gave a new bias to his ideas, and made 
him prefer prompt payment from one who had 
his purse in his hand, to the necessity of settling 
ian account with another where the balance 
might ultimately be against him. 

Paris, never deficient in allurements to tlie 
restless and frivolous, at that time held out a 
new species in great political experiments^ 
and the iuoc^ssion of fancied blessings tliese 
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were said to ptoiftiae; but neither the attrac- 
tion of :plQGe$ nor the itpellency of vexatious 
occurrences, could entirely overcome Bellar* 
mine's habitual matters — ^his feelings. In the 
defimtive . ceremonies of renounetng his patri- 
monyv he signed his name with an aching heart, 
tnd ^ delivered as his act atid deed' that which 
he would gladly have given to the flames : he 
quitted his houSl^^ disposed to cling to its door** 
|>ostS) and wished he had known its value sooner. 
In his road from it, he called up every recollec- 
tion that could embitter his feelings; and on 
reaching Bath) was compelled to think of France 
that he might not think of England. He settled 
his plans so as to allow his preparations to fol- 
low him, and ordered post-horses for the next, 
morning. But scarcely had he done so, and look- 
ed round for the m^aas of not thinking till he 
W^V to think of setting off, when an express re- 
vived Mrs. ^ BellarmiaeV recollection that she 
pnce had a moth^, by informing her that she 
lay at the point of death, and desired to see her 
girandqhild, and would endure to see its parents. 
If there could be any reluctance to comply^ 
with this summons, it must have been on the 
ptrtpf Bellarmine; for his yt^ife was too sensible 
to the neglect which she had for some years 
tKperiended 'from the only society, * after all,*, 
worth haiving, to undervalue even her mother's 
nobiqe. Mr. and Mrs. Bellarmine appeared to 
agnee. i^.the perfqnwinije <)f a duty, wbeft th^y,. 

H S 
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at the same momeBt) ordered all possfUe meana 
of dispatch t6 be ii^d' m> forwarding them on 
their imjwrtant* journey, which occupying half 
H day, gave time for explaining to Rosanhe what 
tt grandmother \^asy Ibr informing her that dhsa 
possessed one whom^ she was going to lose,. and 
for initiating her a little into the oeremonies of 
her introduction. 

The prospect of death was not an unconnected 
motive with the. old lady to call round faerthiooe 
who in a process, not unlike the operation of chy* 
mical action on some vegetable juices,^ had mado 
themselves, oiF nutritive powers, poisonous in* 
fluences. Her obedience to her husband's IB'* 
junctions might have held good, had not trdingd 
of the intended embarkation added disturb^ 
ance to despair, and reviving the scarcely- 
stifled affection of a tender-hearted parent, in 
duced a belief that it was matter of <;onscieneii 
to dissuade her daughter and Bellarmine from 
their purpose. 

But dissuaded, thus circumstanced, they coiild 
not be. The good lady must have bid far higher 
than the utmost of all shie possessed, to bava 
induced her son-in-law to oblige her. There- 
fore, after one of those agonizing scenes of for- 
giveness bestowed for the relief of the itinocetit, 
before it is entreated by ' the guilty, she could 
prevail only in some points respecting the little 
Rosanne. She eo^|uted Bellarmme md- h«P 
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4au^feir to bfmg her up as sm BngHsh vfetmxi^ 
not as^otie ^f a nation ^ who inii9t«ver remeliibery 
a»d might revenge on her, the discomfiture ^ 
their naval power by her gran^Mather/ Above all 
things; she diieaded her being educated in the 
fcAigion of the country to which they were go- 
ing; and she tried to make BeHarmine promise 
^hart: Rosanne should be internally and externally 
reared a Protestant. The poor simple-minded 
grandmother thought she bad all that she asked^ 
when Bellarmiiie assured her she should not be a 
Catholic : she thought that all who were not Ca- 
tholics were Protestants ; and not aware that it 
was hardly probable that such a woman ds^ her 
daughter^ and such a man as Bellarmine, should 
h|^*e any religion, she did not find out that Rd- 
sanne had never yet been in a church, nor that 
it was very unlikely she should, in as many 
more years as she had already lived, increase 
her acquaintance with buildings of such a nature. 
With a mind much esMsed^ and a spirit very 
will^ig to be freed from its sciarely tetiantafate 
habitation, she gave her last directi6ns tor se- 
eurin^to Rosanne, on her attaiiiing «be age of 
twenty-one, all that she had power to bestow» 
and bequeathed the interest of this fortunofdf 
her, to her father during her minority; but- on 
the expressly specified condition, that io ev^jf 
point, particularly in /religion and langu£^ 

though resident inlVauce, she should be.edia- 

> 

eatUpd as aH EngKsIa girl. . ; 
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Just enough acquainted with basineis to 
}in6Wf or else informed by some oiie, that tms-* 
tees would make ^ ^ssurwce double sur^/- sfaia 
pamed a^ persons she preferred for this dis^ 
tingiiished confidence, two of her few §urviv* 
ing friends, making her choice of those tp. whoaor 
years might be supposed to give knowledge, exn 
perience, and caution. The poor soul was ^ot 
in a state to make computations, or she, might 
have asked herself how. great was the probabi- 
lity that persons more than co-eval with herself, 
liyould livq long enough to see her grandr 
daughter twentyrone. • 

The old lady resided her breath in the cour3e 
pf the day; ^nd nothing fi^rther requiring pre^ 
sent attention, thq party delayed their journey, 
pnly twenty-four hours— Rosanne very iipper-: 
fectly informed pn the subject of grandmothers,, 
^nd inclined to resent, a^ if defrauded of a pro- 
mised pleasure, the arbitrary authority by which 
she had been consigned to the company of her 
grandmamma's servants, with no other indul-* 
gence than going to her bedside, where she saw 
ipnly-rand she was sure t/ial could not be be^: 
grandmamma— an old woman in an ugly night- 
cap, crying. 

It was well, as far as regarded the future 
yhfis of Qellarmine for his daughter, that there 
^as no opportunity for better acquaintance with 
her grandmother. The young lady was not, a^ 
present^ sufficiently disciplined to accept ^Iiq 






rosanne; 103 

tender fondnes3 of the dying woman with placi- 
dity : the cadaverous hue of her skin was ap- 
palling, her emaciate^ hv^^ ^^ ^^^^ out in 
vain, and the unstudied nightcap completed the 
T^ulsion* Whisn grandmamma wept in ajgony/ 
Eojianne roared in fury ; and, for th^ e^e of all, 
being suffered to depart, she received the last 
blessing of her |[iewlyrfpund relation by proxy» 
and escaped the ' prejudice' whiich she might 
have imbibed, had her curiosity been roused to 
ask. What does she mean by saying, ' Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart ^n peace?' — She 
might have wanted to b^ told whether grandn 
mamma was any lord's maid^ — and we all know 
too well how teazing and unanswerably are the 
questions of children. 
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The English being at that time' very wclcomfe 
visitors in Paris, Belkirmine settled himself and 
his family there, much- to his satisfaction; and 
wUely preferring the public funds of his owii 
<^o^ntry^ for the trust of his monied property, 
hi Celt no cause for anxiety. 

Mrs: Etetlarmine never having been out of 
Jinglaiid, an4 iseeing, with the most inconsiderate 
delight, novelty, whifch, if she had thought at 
all, would have made her regret that she had 
Quitted it, was a new creature. • Her husbandi 
therefore, had no reason to suppose that she had 
formed any connexion that would not imme- 
diately give way to the vivid pleasure which 
she expressed in visiting the gay metropolis of 
the civilized world. Their friends were chiefly 
amongst those who were blowing the kindling 
poals that were to produce the glorious gas-light 
of liberty. Mrs. Bellarmine heard with rap- 
ture little fanciful romances of patriotic virtue, 
and made a very profitable acquaintance with 
one of her own countrywomen, who could di-* 
rect her when * to clap j' her husband was looked * 
to as an oracle on the subject of English go- 
vernment, and was almost idolized for the happy 
phance of having been born under it 

Thuis occupied^ Rosanne had sunk ;n her im? 



poitance to t^m: «be was reduced to their 
plaything J andthat she was ever to be any tbmg 
else, was a consideration resei^ved fbr that time 
when they should want a aew form of happi- 
ttesiSi ■•'*.. . .- ' 

. Various- horrible events came in, very for- 
tunately, to vary the scefie of minor excita- 
tions; and Mrs. Bellarmine enjoyed them as she 
would have done the ' spectacle' of an opera (1)1 
But horrible events do not occur everyday; 
and as, when w# have been sitting in a profti* 
sion of chandeliers, a couple of candles seem only 
to exhibit ' darkness visible,' every pause was 
d.^jeeting; and her felicity-ended^ before the year 
expired, in h^r seeking new-excitations by with- 
d*awii^' herself from her husband^s house, and 
departing for Berlfe with her Bath-admirer, 
leaving a ooi>jugal epistle, very muth in the difc- 
tion of some lately given to the public,, and £td- 
tnirably calculated, by its pathos, its sentiments 
of' high hpneuT and delicate feeling, its confes- 
sions of delinquency, and its concern for her 
dear Frank's peace, and the welfare of her child, 
whom she recommended to his care as if ftoni 
her death-bed, to show that though we call our- 
selves rational creatures and Christians, our af- 
fectiotis iare not Muder our own or any other 
control J tbat we maybe unfortunate, but caii- 
tiofc be culpable when led astray by them, and 
that a miah may be very ill used by his profligate 
wife, without a right of appealing from her de- 
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^ions on het own conduct Nothing Qouki be 
more interesting than this letter— notbipg could 

■ 

-app^T more candid, . more amiable than the 
writer. By heapipg on herself condemnation 
which she could not be supposed to deserve^ she 
disarmed censure ; while by endeavouring to con* 
vince him that' she was not w^rth recalling, she 
seemed to claim a right to depart unmolest-* 
ed(2). . 

The Gallic atmosphere was not^ at thiscri^is, 
particularly favourable to the growth of theso^ 
cial affections ; and fashion did not d^mdnd in* 
tense feelings on any but public events. BeUar* 
mine, in his general weariness of ^ existing 
circumstances/ had not made any partial e^^cep- 
tjon in favour of his wife ; but yet his oqcupationis 
on a new theatre had kept him free from any 
decided wish to be rid of her. Where there is 
no prospect, there is no room for speculation; 
and considering his disgrace as in some measure 
implicated with hers, he was not impatient for 
her doing any thing preposterously violent, hut 
rather acquiesced in effects the cavises of which 
he could not trace without seeing interwoven 
his own errors. 

But this calm of mind continued only while 
there was no conflict of elements. It was dis- 
turbed at the moment when Mrs. Bellarmine was 
not to be found, and by the manner in which 
her letter accounted f6r her absence; and h^ 
n^ditated deeply on tlie event in all therelatjoii^v 
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it W(»xld heSLTfZXkd thought himself as lil-used as. 
if he had deserved h^pf\mss. ^ What were the 
times? what were morals? what was confidence? 
what would now ensure a man dprnestic com* 
fort ?' He believed really ^ the homely age of wo* 
man wa^ the l^t for society ; for though tbey 
might then be no compsmions — men did npt 
want comp^ans^~they only wanted quiet.' 

As the lady set .out on her journey late in tli% 
defff Bell^rqiine's feelipgs. were in full vivacity 
at the time when his little girl was retired to 
rest; and thinking on tl)e mother, he. recollect- 
ed the child with pungent concern : he went to 
her bedside, and made no scruple of disturb* 
ing her — but too far gone in sleep to be quite 
ro.used,. she only awaked enough to ask for 
^ Mamma,' and then, in happy insensibility to the 
importance of her question, sunk into a slum^* 
her that; was proof against his incautious endear- 
mesits. . 

. To a disciple of * the feelings^' even thosei 
wi^ich are deprecated by the more rational, may 
jbel^xjurious; and Bellarmine, never having since 
th^ dfeath of his mother, felt any thing that de- 
served the name of sorrow, did not shun tlie ex-» 
periment His, at the present moment, was 
rather grief ^ of course,' than sterling affliction ; 
and, if he had had no child, it would have been 
forgotten in two days; but Rosanne was a pretty 
interest to keep alive, without disturbance, that 
jv^jch it was 9ew and not very painful to feel j 
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and being st lidnd, and ▼ery wellfiuitod tohti 
apathy and indispositHm to i^each far f6t the 
little slight aliment his ideas called for, sheiUlift 
terndered in a moment of increased oein^equence: 
Whenever obliged to part from her, he couid 
not dismiss tlie train of theugbt into which* she 
bad led htm : he exca:^ fain»elf from some eth 
gagemenfe, and dbmming all obltrdding recel- 
kctmn of his wife, he encfeavoured to concen- 
trate his ruminations on the pkn he had to de« 
vise for rearing his daughter. 
* His first intention was— and wwer 'paieints 
Vrould, in this instance^ do well to follow him-«* 
to study the disposition and natiiral endowments 
of his subject Having attained a knowlei%e 
of these, he meant to constitute himsc^ h^r 
tutor, with such assisitance from f^nale^taleiits 
as might be necessary to the making her equally 
distinguished for external and internal attain- 
ments. To any system of education resembling 
cither that of an English boarding-school or a 
foreign convent, he had an equal dislike, result- 
ing from his observations on the women wiih 
\(rhom hi^ habits of life had connected him; tod 
lis he meant the period of Rosanne's tutelage to 
be as agreeable to him as her years of discretion, 
he felt that he should part from an amusement 
if he transferred the charge of her. 

*rhere is no plan of proceeding -to expedite 
iious as that of separating dccidcrily, arguments 
against and arguments jfer*— ascertaining pre*- 



cisbly.what "tire inl«&,' aiid ladhering steadily to 
the Totblution coolly formed. Belhtmin^ ha^r 
ing studied and thought,. had this power; and 
berused it on the present occasion. In a few hour$ 
be iiad told hhnself, thit his first business was 
to g^t into his. family some lady who should 
take the .important. care of his daughter uiidet 
his ^perintandehce ;-^aiid for such a person ho 
began: to inquire. 

A ferOr i}f his. fri^ids^ who could steal tirnn 
from ^ the duties of insurrection/ rallied rouiu) 
faim with their ad vice and their qflfers : he heird 
them 'Mriith attention,. politeness,, and expression^ 
of gratitude when they came from male^^f riends ; 
and: with the addition <>f . a . smile . that bad. a la-^ 
tent.meaakigy when uttered by the lips of fe- 
males aspiring to lead> or already leading ;th6 
parties, and jopdnions of a frantic nation; for,; 
howeva fascinating he had found the vaiuous^ 
supericmttes of .our enemies in early years, oi! 
Wihen reoeived .as 'a visitot amongst the^, he: 
now,, in. the: maturity ^ of his judgment, and adn 
mitoed as. one of themselves^ discoverieid much,, 
particidarly in the female world, into which he* 
did not wish toinitiatea daughter; more esp^ciailyr 
as he ineantto obey the will* of her grandmother,' 
while it: did .not thwact; his own } i)or was hisf 
confidence lin. tbefatafoility of ne>vly*6stablisbedi 
£is6stch<.pcditi€8, fstiffiicientiy :firm, to niaki^ him 
sdvt b0!slidtihi:bannselfiiCb6ojgKe tb die a sub^ti 
of France. He had already begun to tln^j^ 
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of the redaction of • establishment tT^hidi Mt^i 
Bellarmioe's departure admitted ;* and thl«, >wftb 
consistent oeconomy, would' eventually, leave 
his daughter heiress to considerable weatlfa. He 
mig^ht indeed, on this bads, have calculated on 
a period not very Tcmiote when he should have 
It in his power to return home ; but the acquisi- 
tion of that money which he awed to. the be-i 
nign atmosphere of Bath, had.a cinrmBstaiica 
attending it, which conquered the &int struggles 
<)f patriotic affection. . . 

He saw with fond feeHng, how liberal Nafwte 
had been in her favours, and was in her iprdt- 
mises, to his daughter. She was^ now nearly 
seven years old, a lovely sylph-like creatuni^ 
lively, Impetuous, quick in comprehension, ar* 
derit in pursuit, self-confident and haughty, yet 
manageable by her feelings^ and not deficient in? 
returns of affection, or the gentle sympathies of 
her sex. It required, for two or three days 
after the departure of her mother, some exertionft 
of ingenious falsehood to detach her heart from, 
its natural object ; but when duly informed that 
* naughty mamma' was not to be loved, and never* 
to be mentioned, and convinced by the loss of 
some pleasure that transgression' would brings 
punishment, she had prudence or selfislmessi 
enough in her composition to make her obedient;> 
and no subsequent excitation of displeasux^ 
interrupted her father's ruminations for her ad<^ 
vantage! 
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. Hivmgy for a few days, attentively oonsi' 
dered what; nature had done and seemed able to 
bear, he resolved to devote himself to his. child; 
and to exercise for her that ambitioa which for 
himself he had extinguished: his vanity wais 
already gratified by encomiums suited to her 
age; and. he meant> as she. advanced, to make 
her pretensions as conducive to his pride. In 
this process he had worked up his feelings to 
enthusiasm, and had decided tiiat Rosanne Bel- 
lartnine should be, if not a tenth or eleventh 
muse, a fourth grace, and an eighth wonder of 
4;he wodd. It, even thus early, entered, into his 
intentions to rear her solely for himself^ and 
with a particular view to her care of hinv in hit 
old l^ge, or in that accelerated state of infirmity^ 
which a very reascmahle, justifiable, and almost 
i^tidable disposition to hypochondrta, nrade him 
fai»;y he perceived in his horizon. 

•He was not [living amongst persons at all in^ 
elined, or in circumstances at all calculated to 
make him deliberate long on some poiuts, ^ such 
as pious fathers' think of importance, and her 
grandmother had hinted at. Had he ever, in- 
deed, in his own country, seen much benefit de- 
rived by parentis from the religious education of 
children, he might, however silent, have recoU 
jected. its .use^ but he had never, made any ph^ 
servditiQn ipf this kind : the subject was seldom 
started, wbpre h^, led the conversafl:iDii); zx\d by 
tlie same sort of ac):i(Wntal ignorance AvlUch afny 



rf :us miy accplire, cy(4n in sight of Qittilobjict^ 
only by' fihutttng our: ey es^ lie had. eiicaped tlw 
Ibavbn of this doubt In^ PiEitis, at tlus! time^ 
thtnA^ wfatf no question bf Hirgdnot or Cathdlioi 
ferthere was not a Vestige of religkm, uatesi 
thdir frahtic goddoss^ Liberty, could be styled^ 
by any profimatfon 6f language^ a deity^iaiid 
oifgies worse tihan those of Baochus, constituted 
ivorship. , ' 

Had BellariUmd ifemainbd in His omoi county) 
some friend or i other might have whispevki'td 
him that mien, howevdr lax in dieiriopinionB for 
themselves^ on Teligion, Virtue,^ and mosals^ ge- 
nerally choose, that those of the inferidr ^k 
with whom it is their lot to pass tiicir lires^ 
should entertain more precise ftentiments. Miily 
of them, he might have learnt; confessed readily^ 
that the forms of religion, a revei^erice &»* \%i 
precepts, and obsen^dce of its laws^ ane itk them^ 
selves good things ; and; as assisting in the con- 
trol of a set of beings to vdiom great endows 
dients of reason w^e not granted, so- far useful 
in the oeconoitiy of life. Perhaps^had he been 
the father of a large family, necessity would 
have made him think on this subject; but, with 
only one lovely little * fancy-thing' Of 4 giri to 
bring up, he certainl5^ could not need to adopt 
popular means. The continent at this tinie had 
furnished some illustrious examfples on ^alibeiral 
plan,' and. if be conceded anything, it Was, tMt 
it was time enough to think of this« 



* At present, therefbrei atl' <jacstion oil this 
head was asleep j and he proceeded so far in se* 
curing its nap, as to figure to his imagination 
his daughter educated to a state of perfection 
yet unatlained — ^young, beautiful, free- from att 
prejucfices, disdaining all the shackles of esta- 
blished opinion, and With no hazard of her grand-^ 
mottier's property ; in short, as nnprejudiced and 
as unfettered as he was. jVTaatthis amounted 
to, indeed, should be stated. And perhaps the 
best way of stating it, would be to refer to 
some persons of the same standard who are well 
known J but yet all could not be ben^ted 
even by this reference; for it may not be the 
ill fortune of many of us to be obliged to adi 
mit into our houses his archetypes*— men, who 

ft * 

inerely seeing the * Sacraments of Pbussin,' or 
*'Raflfa811c?s "fransfiguratioh,* as the omamenti 
^f' our \vK\h^ would thence take a Mnt^ and 
preach, t6 their own scandal and the hofrot 
of tlieir audience, on the text^ '.IbeKereiri 
fro God/ The preachers iwe not many; and 
it- would be honduring them beyond their de^ 
serts, to tell in what class they may be found; 
or to relate their ingenious devices jbraflfirohtfiig 
the Chbrch* of ttieir country^ *and for dishonour- 
bg ther Sabbath. - They may go on very salfely, 
ho oine wili offer to disturb them J they can Ao 
id hartn to others that will not recoil* on them- 

• .... 

Si^es.^ ThBy may live in their owA fashion, and 
die after it, in all theTarious forms of tmfToons^ 
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tmd bravos ; and . aa to any good they pan ^o> 
unless they would let ^ny body. see them yith a 
broken shin, t>r confined to the bouse with s^ 
pold| it is ao little^ that it is hardly worth at'j 
tempting (3). . 

. BeUarmine being a rpolite, man in mind and 
inanners, h^d not, suffered himself> indeed^ to 
obtrude his notions on his friends and acquaint^ 
ance ; nor was he^ perhaps, when he quitted Eng* 
Jiand, sufficiently settled in hiis opinions to explain 
them: he had^under the impulse of curiosity , and 
complying with a habit of informing himself 
attended to whatever ws^ the fashionable stud;^ 
of the day or the hour; and» facilitated in the^ 
gratificatiiW, of his yauity by natural aquisieni^ 
]i)e was looked.up to^ by the less well endowed 
aj^d the idle, as a spring whose waters might bQ 
^rawn without pumping* — From being the coar 
duit of jknowledge, to ^tting up for a sourcCj, 
is an easy transition to thpse who can forget 
whence |h|3y are themselves supplied ; and th^ 
well-se4soned flattery of some whp were emulous 
of, being, acquainted with/ talent' exclu^ivelyj^ 
tesily fastened on JSellarmine the fancied neoes* 
sity of thinking liiir hims^ifi that is« of thinking 
yith nobody else^ If» as s^s a luminous preacher. 
x)f a celebrated lecture^ ^ vanity intrudes intp tha 
f 9pctity of the study^' and thence * becomes tbef 
pajtent of infidelity/ those whose studies have no 
f^pctity, who read in alantem, and would be no. 
«tudents in solitude. CQme out of doors to le<ts 
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iophiitiy. To be dbtinguished even for being 
Wrong, may, in liieir estimation, be a bappier lot; 
than to be right with the multitude ; and if it b* 
possible to teach a new fashion of being wrcmgt 
^reat is the reward^ vin the ^ anticipated applauM 
of such as think that to be stared At, is to be lad* 
mired; 

He had astonished ih calculation ^md de^ 
i3fK>nsh*atiDii-^he had elaborated stbti^tics*-* 
he had geologised and mineralogiited-^he had 
given authenticity to. theory by chemical expe* 
r]ment«~be had struck out coitabinations in ib&* 
ehtoics ; in' shOTt, he had collected in his mind 
a pattem^book of systems and opinion^; and with 
the. aid of the classical part of his early educa* 
tion^ and his continental perception^, he had, in 
his brilliant career, run up, for the present pur* 
pose, a flimsy result of dogmatical inferences^ 
which, requiring only to be expressed by ne* 
gatives, did not disturb thlt n^tut^l ^nd as> 
quired apathy, and habitual indolence, which> 
however counteracted foy the Btimulants of his 
youth, or the goad of vanity, waited only the 
withdrawing these impulses, to shotv.that they 
still were parts of his charactir. 

But ixowi having attained the radiating centre 
of opinions that ^re striving for precedence, as 
tfaeir promulgators gave out, in illuminatiag 
the whole civilized worJid,--'<md regarded as a 
Aolon in' a vacant project of J^slation, it was 
not 'Only nieceasary that he should think for 
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iMoMlf, ' but that he sHooId JincKr vll»t, fa* 
Ihoilght : h& hkd catidour eimdgh to xead foD^ 
tile purpose ; but it wss leather to coBflrm imd 
t0 mtmgib bii ideasy than to seek the mofttooi^ 
lee^; 4nd from them he iaade iqi a mongp^^ 
code of infidelity^ ingrafting %%hat siiitdd.hito 
of the philosophy of the heathens on the jftmrai 
K^xMt times. 

' Me had no\^ got aii far sb dispehsing wiitb smyt 
Mtlofi of a. Sttpv^me : Betdg^ eil^r its goi^iliiig 
G^ iimdting^ the Tvbrld; biit as there wtm. ocullti 
{tt^ofb that the hUler had beeii^ ^oittehmr of 
iMh^, edfectedy he ittfoiined hipsself ^ th^t mattet 
U infittitely di viable into atonss; that, atoeia 
were^ from eter^itty; sliwa^s in motioh ; thit thsir 
meting is fortiuttous^ dud die produce what we 
evety day see* With regard to that fotra iatil 
which they are so apt td throw thenusdv^s, L e*^ 
hutnajEk beings, that this is temporary acoidetiti 
as they aind all other siibdtaacts must, after a 
certain Upse of yearB, cruxcble again laob) atonn^ 
w&ieh will serve^ as well as new onesy to make 
indre.sfaapes s and as for these. faueies. witliiMrhich 
peopte wotild be 0laguing the worlds about the 
soul, and things. e^dnnected with it^ t)is; aasiwcar 
wibs very short t if there Was sutsk a thing as a 
Boul> why, it must go with the partner it was 
^d to. As to law^ and commandntents, re*- 
wards and puni^fannents^ this, was the muanmery 
of priests. As to 6iti, which was so much 
thought on by the i^perstitious i and as to tbe 
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^Miioaof sevcA^rtiotijuodari^den^ it wa$ di 

% m^^m noticm. There w^g^ be errors — ^wl|ll9. 
«-f-iv^alciiQs$e$ iiOL the atoin^^ aad lOfista^e^ m jtheir 
ebisiftgiiitd}ioM; bitt they oould iiot W tespon- 
atble for their iowm msfottixues, when tliose >B}i9^ 
Untunes tesulted from the mature of thjags. A 
"Sotme life was theiFei^e a mere illu^Q«» ah a^e 
gine of gov^ommeat for rthe .vulig^ry {|i^ it^ )|jer« 
rors the iQOst cruel exercise of the power of th* 
crafty/ 

There can, it is presumed, be no man born aft 
«<thf;ia^ ^causie iti^e (jues^tion mu^ be pr^po^ed 
to J)ia judgment before be can assert iHsdis^nt'; 
l^t the early tuitien eff suoh a further, -tise eifb* 
deqiient example of If bertmism in his uncle, the 
precjjwsipn of all counteraction iii which his tutor 
h^ timi4^y ^nd <:^lpajbly acquiesced ; a fbreiign 
university, at that time no ^ Akna Mater' to her 
sons ; an uncontrolled choice of good and evil, 
in countries w^here the latter had far more eb- 
couragemeut than ,tbe former ; ^i^d tbe jsuUse- 
qiienl;^<^pttQ0 of l^iobits af:|it^ ^v'high made it 
^nfdent'to besceptic^l^ bad, ati tc^ther, led Befl*- 
larmtnc to this seeming disnlisssion of prgu- 
3ices,.and in reality to the acceptance pf the ab- 
AUfdes.t of all ijiecessities, that of taking up an 
«q>iiiiQn M the/rescuk of thought, md the ^xer- 
^ise'of free ^ptioh, beeoAise Mf:e have made it coor 
Venient to ourselves. What would be said of 
any of us, who, because we had broken a leg^. 
JHjywgted opt it that crotches wei:e of geaer^^l.uti- 
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Ifty ? »t beCiuse we had weak eyes/ i^tiose that, 
all <mr friends should prefer a darkened room i 
Yet these would be rational exertions oF ego-^ 
ttsm» absurdity, andprejudice, if compared with 
those of atfheisn^ or deism; imd well indeed, 
might the Psalmist confine to the fool the My^^ 
ing, ^ Tliere is uo God/ if he dashed, as he seems^ 
to do« tlie knaves and the fools in one lot, 
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' . * ' * 

(1) There were English ladiesi, and living in England, at 
fhit period, who made no scruple of avowedly wisbibg for 4 
revolutioii* , It is a pity they were not indulged with a privity 
exhibition, to wl^i^h none but themselves and their partv 
should have been admitted. They must all have been bora 
since the year 1780, or the remembrance of the distress of 
that period might have taught theni, by very iqiperfeet. ana* 
logy, thefolly of their wish. 



(2) In the many questions now agitating for the i^dvaii'? 
tage of society and the good of. our country/ it were to be 
wished that the licentiousness, not the liberty of the press, 
were considered. Can it do any good, equivalent to the mfi« 
iiite mischief it must produce, ^> publish in the uewspapera!^ 
which, it is impossible to keep from youpg persons and ser^ 
yants, the most indec^t details apd the most seductive com- 
positions that the vilest actions and the most cqrrupt' minds 
i;an llirnish ? Is it worse to do some things for which the law 
inflicts pains and levies penafties, than to describe, aafar aa 
words can, scenes of the lowest seduction? to teach boys of 
^een, the data on which daniages are adjudged, and girjUi tp 
repeat interesting passages from unrepenting confessions of 
guilt i Were such Tetters as those above alluded to, fit for 

« , » 

I^ubUciition \ A very good ftiend to virtue, a woman of Hd* 



«)]nil4^ It\feIIectual {>owers, ti^ed td My, that eren medJcal 
Cases ougHt to be vefled in Latin^ and she was rigfbft ; for she • 
did not live to see the publication of some 'famous prescrip- 
k\an»f or she woald have made an exception fc^r piiactitionert 
yhp mtitt haVe been starved in diehr stij^es by her re^attonl 
%ut on the question of Indecent commmiications of that 
irhich the less known the better, there catt be no doabt; Let 
|t but be considered how important it appears to an indi* 
yidual who has the care of even one child, to keep its mind 
a stranger to tiie language of vice^ till love of virtue is fairly 
planted ; and the cruelty of thus infecting thousands at once^ 
will be evident. All the nonsense that is talked on the secu- 
irity of innocence, or all the sneers bestowed on those who 
would preserve it^ will not alter the matter of fact, that, what- 
ever we were intended by our Maker to have been, we are 
by the transgression of our first parents, rendered of a nn- 
$^re, in which the brute and the angel aHemately predomi- 
nate — every relaxation in favour of the former, makes thi| 
task of the latter harder; and there is nothing, which our 
pobler part has to deplore so much, as the moment when, 
perhaps, only by half ii dozen words, that lovely sacred 
enamel with which the young mind is shielded, is broken 
through, and vice is to be fought on our hearth, instead of 
being excluded by our doors. Let it not be said this is a]^ 
notional. Let the effect be observe^— hear the principal per- 
formers in some sentimeQtid adultery, discussed by lads and 
fheir sisters. The lady has always an advocate — the gentle- 
man always finds one ivho will devjse an excuse ; while of any 
husband and wife, who are the innocent and the pitiable suf- 
ferers, you hear every little failing that can be picked up. The 
horror of novel vice is gone ; the fear of the world's universal 
Reproach is done away ; and hoping that the commandmenta 
are in their observance optional, and treating the Gospel aa 
allegory, the conflicting elements of the world are, more 
than any established principle, trusted to, iov the escape 9J^ 
Ihose dear to us^ from ptem^ perditioi^ 



I •» 



tilt* 



RD8AKN«. 



(S} Itifaeimioliiig fact, that one oftbesepraaehenhaiai^; 
odcittien to Dend for an apothecary, aii|>eared so terrified 
while the extent of a wound was examining, that it was hardly 
poMible to support his qiirits. Thegreatest charity they cao 
ask is^ the {irayers •( others that this sense migr never be 
quite extinguished in them* When they grow bxvn^ we shall 
ime every thing to fear for them. 
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CHAPTEfe XL 

Thxi was the state oF IBetlarmine's mind ; and 
Cold and comfortless it was as heart could wish : 
cheerfulness is soon hurxit out in a life of plea- 
sure ; and now, when he ought to have been vi- 
gorous and active, he was graver, or'ratlier more 
dull, than most men of his age, anjd inclined to 
claim the privileges due to those .much his se- 
niors: he had lived on impulses; and wheii 
these were most frequent, he was least unhappy; 
,bujt the invkriable action of impulses destroys 
their character; and when, as in France, he saw 
rthem melting into one, tlie tendency of which 
was, to his acurteness, very suspicious, Tie could 
not enjoy all the relief he had expected from a 
change of climate. He was, therefore, at this 
time, very willing to take up a new employment 
The next business was to procure the co-ad- 
gwtiux.whom he needed— -and Tier Tie might have 
. found without search, and engaged without even 
an interview, woul,d he but have listened to re- 
commending friends and extoHrng patronesses; 
but he chose to look a little round for himself 
Jn so important a choice, and was satisfied that 
he was acljing spoBtaneously, when in truth his 
thoughts were confined 'to the identical lady, 
w^om . it iwas the iatentionof the ' coterie' under 
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whose influence he unconsciously acted, Xio im* 
pose upon him* 

This lady was Mademoiselle Cossart, who re^ 
taining the style of a single woman, was, neverr: 
theless> a wife, A thorough understanding wd 
usage of the English language, and her not heing 
of the Romish church— indispensable requisites 
in the person whom he must trustr—Ieft him 
hardly the power to hesitate; they were circum- 
stances, he candidly confessed to himself, per* 
haps not to be met with in any (?Mer French wo* 
inan ; for he had not yet discovered, nor had any- 
one had the goodness to inform hiiti, that this 
lady was by birth an American subject of Great 
Britain. He, in the reserve which was Xio^ 
enveloping his mind, had not chosen to say pre- 
cisely what he. wanted ; and those who Wishefl 
themselves fairly rid of the burdensome (?uty of 
protection, were fearful of marring their own in^ 
teres ts \\\ telling the truth. 

She had been brought up by an eccentric fa* 
ther, who, With acute intellects, united a spirit 
pf roving discontent, and who had quitted the 
exercise of the clerical profession, and its cha^ 
racter, for a speculation oti a savannah in tlm 
new world, from whence he continued to M'rito 
false accounts and selfish invitation? to his 
friends^ till his death and hid creditors told the 
truth. His daughter, who had shaired hts spe* 
culative endeavours with the ^avantiah, had 
niade as ill a requital; for, disgusted by poverty 
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the claims made. on her powers of alkviatk 
ing it, she had gladly listened to the splendid 
• f)ffer of a Parisian lady, who had crossed th^ 
Atlantic in quest of a little property bequeathed 
to her, and who offered to remove her. from 
this scene, ' so beneath her talents,' without dis«> 
tressiog her by painfuV adieus to her parent. A 
hint of the celebrity which she might acquire in- 
the first city of th(^ worlds and under the first 
patronage, was sufficient: her wardrobe wa9 
soon packed and easily conveyed : — and in this 
protection, her pride and ambition were grati* 
fied to the utmost, by an introduction to the 
highest circles, and a marriage with a man of 
rank, so far descended into the vale of dotage^ 
as to be angry and surprised when he fancied 
Jiis profjiprty in her affections ideal. — He had 
abandoned her to^ extreme indigence, a burden 
on tboae^ whom a certain ^ esprit de corps' callr 
td on to support one in some measure adopted 
|>y'them« 

As the low state of her finances was no bar to 
her being seen in the best company, MademoL* 
eelle Cossart had been admitted at the ^ petits 
^soupers' of female wits and freethinkers, where 
every thing was, in turn, the subject of con versar 
tion and discussion; and where, by blending 
the deep designs of men with the frivolous in* 
consideral^dn of women, abundance of moral 
nc^ruption was . facilitated : wliere statesmei^ 
jcUolar^, priests,, men of firist-rate endowments, 
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were not iofaannied to dkow, at fasast to ifae vr6M 
teMmd M(M^ that ^njoriic biasi&ess and the ivteigh^ 
feiestaffam^. extoisive leafrning, and deep scieoce^ • 
idtmtted of tbe paltry mteiifensiioe of ;anpfiii<* 
cipled female8*«**wh£re the irascible as wtli at 
the grosser jaXktcticaas, w&e features of mtrigu^ 
^smd inrkere the alternations of lore :a»d hatred^ 
neither wordi a tnonaent's regard, andpeace and 
k strife, alike selfish ajid alvke artificiafl, g^kSAe em<- 
pioyment to all the passions that were not en^ 
gaged b^ illixat cmuiexians, and rendered wo* 
men, while they ^appeared ^to gotv^rn, the sub* 
servient took of their male-associates (I). 

Mademoisdtle Cossart added to the distin* 
gimiiing advantages of a oonraianding figur^ 
and tfaaraoteri&tic teQantenancey the acquired 
' air de la bonne soci^/ which meitlier doubt^ 
diffidence, nor sense of inferior! fajr. ever injured. 
Never drstrustmg herself, she never felt cause-of 
sebf*distrust; and though she did not -always see 
the two sides of a question, and now and theft 
was mistaken in a precipitate opinion, she al- 
ways found a way otit of one error, if it was 
only into another ; and did not add to the casual 
circumstance of being wrong, the less pardon- 
able aukwardness of being out of countenance. 

Her father, having a wild luxuriant range of 
desukory knowledge, and no son to wliom he 
could bequeath it, hung as much of it as there 
was surface to receive, on her, as the only ob- 
ject within his( reach ; and thus she luad, almost 



kisetisibfy» acquirecl tiich .u "wieSy- i)£ superficial 
knowledge, as, under her management of it^ misedl 
her to ahig^.rank'of cstUnatifan with those who 
do not ask whatb proportion a sample bears to ai 
gross quantity. She was best characterkeed by 
that expressive term: borrowed from the country 
she adorned, / ipiposing;' and of this sum-total^ 
Bellarmine was weli awaf*e, in theoburseof ashortt 
acquaintance with hep; bat it did not hinder her « 
eiuictly suiting, his. v^iews^. nor leasen* her repnta-^ 
tion in the world of Bterary taste and intelteo- 
tuai fiisbicKii. . Sheliad,. it wta supposed, fonnied 
thtt mind^ finished the mxnaersy and given grace 
to . the person. of the young Madame de ******^ 
i^who at tim^imoment, in the cqpricioijBs favour of 
a changeable mnltitnide^ refleoteii lustre on hetf 
teachers 4 and it M^irad. mora tune than couki 
now be spaia;!^ to find out tiiat the gmat quali* 
ties of Miudnrooiselle' Goasart's mifid liad some 
counteractions which^ on an. isfericvr plan, would 
have been more regarded. She-did not bet^self 
tell, nor would any body else, when ^o much 
was at stake, that her extreme scif^coufidence 
was rendered abortive by indolence; tliat the 
more than feminine independence of her lan<« 
guage, could change into the meanest blandish^ 
ments when her indulgences, wei-e tiireatened--f 
that the Tnost paltry puerile cowardice would 
occasion the most culpable desertion of all cara 
hut for herself and prompt every resource of 



^iSutgeniioUfeness that cduld save her frbih db^ 
faragement. , 

. What thi^ Udy might have become, under ati}^ 
0ther tuition than heir father's^ cannot be gness-^ 
c^ ; but opiniqnated as she was; though liberally 
gifted by nature^ it might not hare been any^ 
thing very difierent from the j^artfy preitbyte^ 
rian» partly deistical» partly catholic^ partly 
Jlthjet&ticaly but at this moment, entirely facile 
cimdidate for an establishment in Monsient Bel^ 
lantiine's family^ 

The arrtogement seemed . almost out of thef 
power of the fates* Every day brought fbesh tei^ 
timonials to the merits of Mademoiselle Cossart ; 
tad every evening aiforded Bellarmine opportu^« 
Bity of judging of her estimation among the most 
iiteemed. But there was an obstade, neither to be 
seen nor described : it was only felt in its efibcts ; 
«>-*and this consisted in an unaccountable antipa- 
thy^ which Monsieur Bellarmine had conceived 
against the lady-— why, he could not tell himself^ 
nor did he attempt to tell any one 1 he dared not 
avow it, though he felt it increase with the ad^ 
vancement of the treaty t he could only procrasti- 
nate, and deplore his own want of decision in an 
affair of so much importance* Pier kind friends 
were in despair, when, had they better knowit 
Bellarmine, they would have been the most cou4 
fident I but an old she-rat of the council guesare^ 
Ibe truth~tbat they had qnlj to be quiet'^or* iS 
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Ibf t wae net intbeir mbaxe, vigOFOiuly to bring 
ferwa^rd and propose some ooe el8& 

The waywardness of BeUarmtne, while not 
9j)po$ed| proceeded regularly, and produced 
its natural result. When Mademoiselie Cossart 
was not. obtruded on his attenticm, he thought 
h^r most deservii]^ of it i when her shrewd 
friends spoke lightly of that in her, which others 
ware instructed to hint as meriti he was her 
champion : — ^when he did not meet her, he in^ 
jqHired for her-— and when left to indulge bis 
aversion, it died away with his other exploding 
feelings ; and his opinion settled into con victioa 
that $he ' was, though not quite his choice, the 
person whom he needed. — ^This favourable denti* 
fnent wanted a prop, perhaps still more than his 
idislike ; but it was his feeling at the moment on 
the subject, and this was always ground suffi- 
cient for any proceeding of Frank Bellarmine's : 
and though it was sarcastically said once, that 
feelings taken for guides, might lead us into a 
Jiomet's nei^t, or^ toffered to govern, might make 
us need a nurse and a backstring,— yet it cannot 
be denied that fine feelings are particularly to be 
desired by those who can do nothing but an the 
i^r of the occasion. ^ He is fond of the spur,* 
said a horse-dealer, recommending a lazy animal 
to a purchaser : had he had Bellarmine to sell, be 
might have said this with truth. 

That there were objections to be n^ade.to her 
j|s. the guide even pf a child, and stiU more as 
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the superintendent of a youtig ffeihale 'tirhtf 
might not possess one of the qualities to which 
Madf '^ ''^ * -^^issart*^ could be useful, drd not 
dscape him ; b\it* when he recollected the num- 
ber ' ' ersons in Englknd, who took cathoiicsr 
ihtb tbeir fuii'. ''';!^%:> teachers of their ciiiWren,_ 
and fbreigne idr domestic servants, he coticludv 
ed it m<vHc 'J little wheribe^ the selection were 
exactly jirutleiit : a few young people might, to ' 
Be sure,'turp out papists'^iTionsequencfe of early 
prejudices instilledt into th'iSm, and there cfertaihty 
were, now and then, reasons to wish that the 
Protestant English <iould be content to be serv- 
ed by those of their owxi church and nation ; 
but he did not think the mischief occurred often 
enough to corrie withifi calculation; and as to any 
thing that he had heard of Mademoiselle Cos^* 
savt, it was not likely that she should ever reveal 
what must tower her in the estimation of her 
pupil..^ — Tliis wa9 uot very false reasoning iti Mr" 
BQlIarmine : he only gave more credit to parents 
arid head3 of' families than.w^s their due,, and he 
had never htid an opportunity of judging what 
tljose will do who must betray a higher trust 
than that committed to them by their ertiployer, 
if they will not * compass sea and land'td make 

one proselyte (S).' 

To return to the gov^mess-^lect. Her adyeh- 
turps had been, in most circumstances, so com- 
mon, that tliey left JUtle to censure that might 
not be justified by precedent, and nothing to 
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ren^ai^ki as i^oveL She had had her little < ba^ 
dtnage' of tender friendship with philosophers, 
academicians, and * encyclo^/jf''^.tt)';Tn'fef?fc'who 
could say whether these wer^ afi^rs of the heart 
or of the head ? intrigues of gallanti^t it^r th< 
contribntion of female getcv , >;itfnii|e ameliorar 
tioii of the state of human natii^ > I since many 
women of this distinguished perit^^^cf " history, 
might be thought to be forfeiting their lye&t re* 
putation, while on' ''eeking glpry; and many 
preserved a fair exteinal by seeming to be thus 
employed. All these circumstances were duly 
weighed by Bellarmine^'for he was by no means 
a hasty inconsiderate creature-— he bestowed as 
much wear and tear of thought on what he did^ 
as if he had done wisely (3) — and the result of 
his deliberaticAi was^ an agreement with Mad«* 
moiselle Cossart, to take ob herself the supers 
intendence of his house, which he wished to es- 
tablish on an English plan of. comfort, and the 
care of his daughter'^ person and education, for 
as long a time as he should judge fit to retain 
her. The terms were extremely liberal: the 
reputation of Monsieur Bellarmihe's style of 
living was high : it was in effect an invitation 
to her to share in all 'the satisfaction she could 
enjoy ; and she had no reluctance to bind her- 
self. 

But Ao sooner was the decision irrevocable^ 
than Bellarmine repented, and, could he have 
instantly rescinded the treaty^ Ma4emoisell* 
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C<fe^df t'-s fpfNftpBdb liftd ¥ifiisb6d ; {yut 4lte imi 
out lif Ptbth twto daya, ^hkfk gave iit$e fer ^»7 
other cdrrimge ; itni the tDMty temaimd in fdre^ 

Ear idiesake of ^ mMatetiacsuct^ dnd on Akdb 
tettiffiy she wdlvltl hafcvepronriaQd^itittefe OMbrcf tlimi 
BeUai*llnne^d$ked, whieh #u etil)r tlntf hi* titlto 
fprl «iigibt be edtMmtedw ia^«ti sa poAilbfey and 
^ne ^iom all ' rapetstitiimaiid *slK)ii9fe9i^' Mude-^ 
HBoiaakle iCdissart v6pUed» that dn ao o tor bekn 
Aitkm would ab^ Aindei^triie sooh a dharg^* Sbo 
wasoaftvineed^ by hot tatrn obsetMitioli^ tltofc m 
^e'CommtmmadM'^ 4ovmmg fh6 mind, <ttmi 
Mid fariKmr mwb ixuspn4«-Athat Whtf t aho^ l^iprm 
toeli »beatowied ^m the 'hatght of the ooliinm^ 'vrtai 
buHod iB its . foubdatiim ; aod tJ»at tha 'rctoon 
iW^ fiemalite had -M^t 3^ titeir ipto)iar. fatat:. mi 
awidl^ <waa, that ao 'laaogr years unsieifiriMad'iii 
tmching thdm eirtor. 

^Mlaenkiiie might imv^^sftteAtA aome^ppre^ 
kUbiion Itotairery taUbphtstte^flthoikt a foififdt 
atk>n^ imgbb totter mri th the firat hlaab^bul <ha 
meaat to Uke this dare 'on hintscAf: at aiq^ tale 
liaM^iabed an 4hd. to a ^florid dacdaa(iati()tt from 4 
liK>B(itr0us tail 'WOfiMh. 

ITbs .party sdoti^aeftfled together *ih mutual a^ 
tis&otki»; abd ^tfaer Beltafmhie'a'teatlesaiies^ 
^ or his v«soiiM}le an&ieties, iaduaiteg him to re» 
move to a little^distance out of Paris as quiChlgF 
«i he eoidd/ MadabiotieUe Coaaaft^a uaefultiess 
ivaa randered ve^ry apparent by tl>e eit^on 4f 
lier ioflueoce in-drawing toW$tfda fa^ tb# ^tyir 



riO'sanne; m 

fimkS' <rf :tbow teachers, without Mfhose assist- 
ance Rbsanne^s education would have been defi- 
cient. 

NOTBS. 

r 

' (1) It lift not possible to mention this coalition of &ctioii 
and profligacy, without adverting to the characters of some 
Hdio, A little previous to this period, distinguished themselves 
in it ; and amongst the females must be recollected Madame 
du Deflknd^ now so well known in this country^ through the 
fnedium of her published correspondence with the celebrated 
Horace Walpole. *!* is needless to record her life — it may 
be xaetvi to remark briefly on her character^ At the time of 
her influence, women of high fashion in Paris, trod, with very 
few exceptions, but with some, the same p^th in thdir pas- 
fage to old age— the phrase, ' another world,' hardly applies 
to them any more than it Fould to horses. When gal]antrj 
ceased, they took their choice of gaming or wit. Madame 
dtt Deffimdledva party jn the latter class, and her house 
received, and her correspondence included, almost lUl the 
|;enius of the time. Her letters declare her prinqipjes, 4ndl 
portray her character : but to .the great features of the Jattes 
should be added the most disgusting gluttony — a very com- 
mon resource of infidel inanity even among the schismatics 
Of our own country ;— -but in her, who, as being blind, .had 
fewer enjoyments .than her neighbours, this was carried to 
such an excess, that, having shrewdly connected the prptra^- 
tion of her existence with the interests of her servants* b^ 
tettting on them annuities, increasing, in a progressive ratio, 
during her life, she would follow the dishes with her hand* 
when, in their care for her and for themselves, they took them 
away, lest she shoiHd suffer by repletion. Her manners, -pr 
rather relaxations of manners, were too grossly indelicate to 
be detailed; though she was extraordinarily neat in her ap- 
pearance. What construction it is fairest to put on her pas- 

•icmate language to bur countryn^^n, is matter of quesUoA. 
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Her conduct in earlj days 4oes not dttimmacquklal; nd 
those who reason oa the presumption that a woman oC so* 
venty-five could not be serious in any sentiment of love ton 
nun of fifty, are entitled rather to respect than to credit. Ko 
light will be affiirded as by referring to the general accepta^ 
tion of such expressions in the country whose language was 
hers—it is, after all, problematical, and therefofe ther^ is 
somelihing wrong either as to example or conscience* 

Admitting Madame du Defiand to have possessed a most 
powerful attraction in her brilliant talents for conversation, 
and to have obtained by them that applause and that * cortege' 
which could best exhilarate the pitiable state of blindn^S6» l^t 
us see what they produced ; and then let us compare, pr rf* 
ther contrast her with a lady of our own 4:ountry, whose lifjH 
began perhaps nearly at the same time, and ended much 
within the long period allowed the French marquise. 

Madame du Deffand's natural temper, far from good, secerns 
never to have received any benefit from culture; and the 
vexations to which a vain woman is always subject, did not 
mend it. Sne grew more peevish,, more selfish, more harfL* 
hearted, bb she grew older — ^a probability which ought al- 
ways to be reclconed on, and guarded against, in time ;— aJKid 
her expressions on the subject of relif^on are little short .of 
blasphemous. She calls the Almighty to answer the ques*. 
tions— for no one else could pretend to do it — ^ Why are W9 
sent into the world?-^Why do we grow old?* — Poor forlorn 
wretch !~she received as an injury the mercy of our Maker, 
and died, it is to be feared, as ignorant on these points as 
she was bom. The Psalmist thought himself ^ brutish and 
ignorant* when the dealings of God towards the wicked 
puzzled him — ^what then are we, when we cannot understand 
fais views for our happiness i 

The eye of the young and well-disposed must not be shock- 
ed by submitting to it the several passages in her letters 
which call for severity :— -it is enough to say that the least of- 
fensive of them are those where she complains of her 
wretched incapacity to enjoy any thing— of * ennui/ — of * the 
ttedium p( life,* and of * having been subjected to its cala- 
aiities.' 
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^ In tf letKr lb Voiuire^ she «tniest impliNM hhn to assort 
il«r Ibftt there is no life bayoted thlit which she so heartily 
eartet* She died 1780» at the ageof eighty*three, of weak* 
■ess and ftiver, the last eight days of which she passed in le- 
liiargic insenstbiUty* 

'» Trances Countess of Hartford, afterwards Dutcliess of So* 
meraety the lady with whom Madame du Deffiind may be eon-- 
trasted, seems, from her earKest years, to have had a taste 
for virtue— 'She was married to a worthy man, to whom 
she was a most amiable wife. The degree of talent she pos* 
aessedy though perhaps far inferior to the endowmentis of the 
Enoncb marchiobess, drew around her the wits of the time ; 
yet her letters, published and nnpubli^ed, testify to her deep 
•ense of religion, and the most grateful acknowledgment of 
the goodness of God even under the most trying affliction ; 
§or in the death of her only son, the exemplary Lord Beau- 
ehamp, a wound was given to her heart, which never closed* 
and she had to bear the cruel reflection of her father-in- 
}3w'a mal^nant pride, when he intimated that she had sent 
thie young man abroad to kill him, because he was not inocu- 
lated for the small-pox before be went. A slander] less de- 
served was never cast on any one. Inoculation was then 
matter of trial«-4t had not received the sanction of time, ex- 
perience, and success. Lord Beauchamp was of an nge to 
decide forhinnelf; he was consulted on it, and he did not 
eh6ose to snbmit to it« What Madame du Deffiind would 
have said or thought, under so pungent, so inconsolable an 
affliction, can only be guessed. Perhaps she could not have 
said any thing worse than she did when all Paris seemed to 
be the guarantee of as much comfort as her situation ad-* 
mitted her to know— but in our countrywoman we see the 
best effects of the chastising rod, and her letter describing ' 
her own feelings a year after, and another recounting the par* 
ticulars of Queen Caroline's death, make her almost an ob- 
ject of envy rather than of pity. Those in which she relates the 
death of her husband, and her modes of life after it, show a 
spirit repining fortheirossessionof a better inheritance than 
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tbit vorld Imtag^ or iidkUiold« St, Fwl tirigbt havtf viailed 
bar in ber retitemenD^ aad bave found no cftUBo for any tbiag 
but enoouragfmoBl* She had the usual fktto of sudi panooa 
—to be ridiculed and abused, and ungratefoHy treated by 
those who did not understand her or the doetrine thai guided 
her ; but this was of little importancef The simpliGily of Ae 
CiOspeL always runa the same risk ). and well may we etdmm 

' tobci accounted focjfs. bere> may we but be found heseafleir 
* wiso unto salvation r 

. To peint oul> women who have done honour to ChristiaBi^f 
and who are now« we may humbly hope, reeeiyipg their ^ ex^ 
peediag great reward/ would be a delightful task ; but thdL 
selection nig^t eenvert eulogtum oa aeme, into erasure ott 
others. It can> however, do no injiiijy; to any one, to Banei 
as an iliustrious female psofesaor of Christianity, tbe kte Mra. 
MontagUi and to recommend^ with a grateful feeling toward* 

* tbeediUMT, b^r letters after twenty-three yearsi>f age, afleon<» 
taining, notwithstanding some frivolities^ (he best opinione 
on reMgion and moral duty» that can guide yoiuig women. 



Of the well-known Horace Waipoje, tbeoomespondeatiaDd 
favourite of theFVench mar^se, leave is«9lre«feed toaay.aifemr 
words. He was a problematieal character^ whose cause il m* 
not wished whdiy to take up, since bis writings oertnkiiy^ 
show at tiopies a bad taste^but he has bteen censuted vlMsra^ 
to did and.wheve be did .not deserve eenaure; and little* 
mention has been ever made of that which was comatendidfele. 
A rf^ci^ction of him from earliest infiinoy, gratitude fbv 
much ccmdesiqefiaion of kindness, and pride in being one of 
tbe few exoeptiiHib he made to teduding. children from the 
fli^tef kia *^on* habitation on the banks of the Thamesi 
pevhsips fa<ave a Iharci in bringing forward some good traits^ 
to set aC leodt against the anger esdted by his merely com- 
mauing to paper what we have no ground to suf^ose any thing. 
1^ tbani faetf and the right to record whicb^ no ona woldd 
b^viaqiaestioaed^bttd H flattered^ 

Is w8frAfi»raee W^lpOle wsbo fiist sug gosted the idea of ' ^ 



the pleasure of oUiging can be asserted^-probably UftflflMy 
iMtfe. Ludy B^^»*^^ ^i<iiing^ llii t ho i in eiprii^ 4 fim^fM^sidB^ 
«Mr<lilM«6* M«r pMTdi aro i ti w r — fll ffetjurfB «#Mk4liitt ii- 
J9oi|Mrted «s MiHg tobA b|M i^tthsv's pyipeitjs ^ m|($mib 
«^ ^r coAteMplattaii ki im irdmrnf^ Jb^ti4lfH»imuAy givSttg 
yay toi Ae iK«iiftg diNtsequAKt •& uwulk i re^ogtMmy by 
fa]rstiiiig> iut» tomm^ Mi, YfiAfib^i wl^ tnw filbcmkg 4lkb 
#»i6ritJte'4i€hteiAiiiiilMlri«Mdf, kivtediiil%tooh4oMi4b6, 
ffiMtti^tf} «Mi iHffeil her ««M|iitifeg thenk It ims 4erfi&6A 
frankly and firmly ; and, as if imagining ikiy/Aoug^shb W0uii 
not indulge herself in receiving them, it might again be pain- 
lbf«»B«e'dii«m,'lieB6m0fteddie pieQ»M> i^idl^ay were not 
ti^^ iomi^ In mf &6 het fnture^sits. ' 

ifti eoflduM 9$ talHspflti^iiitf ki0B andte prat^ Is ee^ 
$tMyemtided. t» the pmise of high honour^ «Mlsdide«sj^«- 
Umist ivih]» leutam to Madune dhi DeAmdy' leave room to hope 
ihaitfteeesfkitiineDts mm foundedat lettst on am admssion of 
Ibo eoiltteiioci of a Deity, ^ tAioee. goodaess and^seMy o«^t t# 
be 90* pAifteMiy and ynhmik iiie o|igh€ on no ednatdoMftion l^ 
tSumt*'*Jbk thigie expteatiotts he is teif Udft. XMlh, honio^if^ 
^r^npasnto, ymioe, ^ad wlegrilyy seen wti(^'«ongei^ial 
ttt hftmindMdid ««»' an excellent son, and ktpdiy a ie e ti on ed 
»^a^i^na»iii.e^ He».ald».U.»ve ho>t»;«iH.ghu».i 
or brvici^.aBd in theebns^ teetoiadt'OD him in -one ii^tanoo) 
hk giseiAe^enae seems to luii«ebeenthlUheaa«(4jiiiMrgh tfa^ 
inpaatiiraj He mis thelast mm mhi would h«ve depressed 
^sniu^ had it ooine in any other gaii> than ^hat of a ktutttt } 
and ef hit benevc^enee, (hs fanresf posf w^ given in a letter 
he wrote, hvM; a few bouks afte^ a dread^i catastr^he to a 
lUe of iaiky and disslpatiftfL I«i it, m alfectienatiB hingui^e, 
mad iirit)h the isnam of a Christian, aaaueus lx> put eat m 
beaeen for 4lw inexperienoefi, be eatreataed his ftiend, by 
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W^ dMiiderMittii that could have weight, to 
ions ffom the dangers which had ghipwreck<|d his too fitcSe 
rotation ; be distressed himself by repeating what was pain- 
|U» Ij^t he might hide that which could be made nseM ; and 
noMung was omitted that a fiiiber or a brother would have 

f»g0d. 

Thus much justioe demands. Let it not be understood 
Hi palliating any thiiig questionable. The consternation ac^ 
companying the threat f as it might be calledi oi bringing 
forward bis tragedy, is- well remembered ; and it required 
no 9om^on adroitniM to avert the danger without mooting 
the point personally or by letter with the author ; but it waft 
done» and Horace Walpole. never showed the least resents 
inent, though he must hi^ve known who it was that w#s mosit 
active i|^ thwarting him« 

(2) T^e prospects opening before us, aisd wUchafibrda 

consoling hope that it is the will of the Almighty Disposei^ 

of all things, to continue, some years longer, our esustence as 

A nation, should, like recovery from long and severe illness^ 

induce redections on what have been our former errors, and 

]re$olutions to correct them. We shall naturally be led to 

consider, as of the nearest importance to our worliUy interests, 

those mistakes which, in any way, have drawn us into iiiipru* 

(dence or danger, .and one must occur to every thinking mind 

as particularly connected with it-^the preference it is always 

fashionable to give to . French manner^ and mahufactures; 

Did common sense or decent consistency influence us, we 

should, now that we have obtained, with more certainty than 

heretofore, an insight into the real Gallic ohairacter, and seen 

that, whatever it may be in the scale of morals, it does not 

figree with our perceptions of good and bad, convert our 

blind boastedAntigallican spirit into a cool, rational, conscien* 

tious resistance to the introduction of any imitations of them, 

or any thing that can render us dependent on them. We 

should bear it in mind, that it is no greater a distance between 

the conges of the two kingdoms than from London to 



ROSANNE. 1S7 

WlncbKHT, and ask ourselves, vhisther HaniiiM w#uld bava 
retreated from the three*inile stone, bad he hoped tbacity of 
Boine had swanned with admiriiig students of the Ponied 
lapguagey Qr with importers of Carthaginian manofacUiresl 
Had the wife of a Roman senator declared, like 'Lady — — ^ 
that she would wear no ornaments but what came from aipi 
inveterate enemy's country; had she bribed, the needy to 
procure them at the risk of forfeiting, all they possessed in 
ihe worId> and boasted of her address in gratifying herself, 
would she not have merited a deportation into the camp of 
her chosen friends? Yet this is but what we do daily, and 
jnow perhaps to a greater excess than ever. 

(5) It is much to be wished that none better instructed 
than Bellarmine, would involve themselves in the censure cast 
by the Apostle on the * double-minded man ;'wi>for, if th* 
consefuences of a double mind are triiced to their extent, 
it will be found that they t^nd to destroying all the gpod 
^bich others might derive from our profession or even 
practice of Christianity. The bad and the thoughtless may 
be as foolish and as inconsistent as they please, with impu* 
nity, as far as regards the interest any one takes in their 
proceedings ; but those who look higher, ought to be consist- 
ent^ not to be pernicious to others as well as to themselves. 
When the amiable exemplary Waverley stood the * objurga- 
tions* of a deceased moralist^ because he deferred till the 
morrow quitting London to visit a sick parent, the by- 
standers might have supposed Waverley an ungracious son — 
far from it, he was studiously duteous and sincerely affec- 
tionate ; but Waverley was, in all things, a double-minded man, 
and the effects of his double-mindedness might fill a volume; 
and if that were the worst of their uses, it would be well ; 
but an accurate observer can see in the ill-regulated minds 
^of his children, the fault of the parent, and will apologize for 
the Jesuitical self-deception of the young Waverleys by re- 
ferring to the less censurable * shall I, or shall I not?* of the 
old man. When Lady Ignitia Ardent orders a poor young 
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WMHaa t»' imk night nnd dagr, to niadce neeSMal6(AtB and 
pinctMMonSy Dsr her ho^ih fbr l§ie poor at Ae next ftir> anA 
ihe in tiie itftefim has been eBS||htened by the ce nvci w t cien 
«f Mrs. Wisely^ who thinks ' such exereibes of diarity ee 
the whole do hann/ Lady Igmtia hes no right to send a nole 
<fae evening before the delivery of the goods, to tell the ma^ 
^faetorer l(hat she doea not want thera-^-^his is-beifig dbublek 
lliinded to a hnnotia degree^Httle diort of murder; yet it is' 
a sort of double-tnindedness wofuHy tn fashion ; ipnl to a Ikr 
inoi^ ihiportant extent instances without number might be 
adduced : but it ought to be more efficacious to recommend 
stability of mind*--decidtng coolly^acting considerately-^ 
and abiding by what we have decided on of done^ * ereh 
though it be to' our * own hmdrance.* In cases where it is 
necessary to cbaiigey the truth wHl always be evident, andnq 
hue ought to be made to subout to a disappointment without 
every compensation ifn our power-^even if it be only a cemmort 
servant who is baulked by our accepting the humiSation of 
one at present in our service, or by another, < strongly re^ 
tommended,' a little money ought to go irkh the * put^ofT/-— » 
Jn a higher rank of pufierers more should be done. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The first year and half of {to^anne's tuition di& 
fered from that of other children^ brought up 
en the liberal system of reason, only in the al* 
^nost entire concentration of her father's thoughts 
0a her imprjpvement Slie was still uncomt 
fooQly pretty, and, when uot displeased, equally 
engagio^ i her intellects were keen, and in pra« 
portion as her mind was active, her f^elrngs were 
impetnpas : the least delay to her gratifications, 
^allec) up (lie resentment of an untutored selfish^ 
ji«ss, and no motive being brought forward that 
was strong enough to control her impetuosity, 
it gained ground daily, tilt her father perceiving 
the error of a plan of reason, as pursued with 
an unreasonable behig, was compelled, against 
his inclination, to make use of the powerful aid 
of intimidation. But in looking round for some-* 
thing which, without introducing what lie wisli-e 
lad to avoid, might awe the lovely rebel, he could 
find nothing but himself adaptable to the pur- 
pose. He was therefore obliged to forego park 
of his parental enjoymehtj to maintain his autho* 
rity : dread of him was to deter her from evil—** 
dependence on him alone, was to actuate her 
egotism — and the hope of his approbation was 
^o lead her to whatever he thought right. — There 
was, indeed^ a shorter way of proceeding ; but 
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that was the old-fashioned way. That which 
he pursued, might, by some people, be thought 
rather in the teeth of the first commandment — 
but fiellarmiue had nothing to do with com* 
mandments. He could not be expected to teach 
what he chose to disbelieve ; and therefore poor 
Rbsanne was obliged to take up with an arbi- 
trary instead of a benign government — ^with a 
limited view of an endless prospect — and with 
learning to submit, only because it was in vain 
to resist Perpetually thwarted in particulars, 
because no general system was adopted, the hap* 
piness of the child and the comfort of the pa- 
rent were imperfect-^but any thing was better 
than that slavish superstition of referring to 
* Nobody knows who/ and looking for punish- 
ments and rewards * Nobody knows where.*— 
*How much better it was,' as Mademoiselle Cos- 
sart very politely observed, * to have a child im- 
mediately dependent on its parent, when that 
parent was always at hand— and especially such a 
devoted parent as Monsieur! — For children who 
had lost their parents, or whose parents were not 
so judicious as Monsieur, it might be a very good 
proceeding to bring them up to superstition — for 
something cliildren must have to overawe them— 
but Monsieur was every thing to his daughter/ 
It must be confessed, nothing was wanting 
on the part of Ilosanne's governess to merit fa- 
vour and comfort by a disposition to exert her 
talents in the service of her pupil. As she was 
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not a French woman, she was content to live 
without the consolation of Mr. Bellarnnne^s ten- 
dernesses ; and her * giant mould/ and untnte* 
resting superiorities, not diminishing that feel- 
ing of dislike which, strange to say ! was jivtd 
in hi6 ^mind, excited in him nothing that hg 
might not fairly avow:^ — buthe who had, perhaps, 
sometitoes liad more of the good opinion of the 
world than he could quite claim, was wpw en- 
titled to complain of its capriciouis injustice; 
for he certainly, whatever the rectitude of his 
conduct, had no ci*edit in this point. In Paris 
it was not of consequence : and his daughter was 
not of an age to feel it. 

The little Rosanne did not discredit the me- 
thods pursued in her various instruction. With 
very imperfect assistance, she had learnt, in hier 
earliest infancy, to read, and had read, with avi- 
dity and interest, whatever was put into her 
hands, which being peremptorily under the cen- 
sorship of her father, even when lie seemed the 
least to heed her, had saved her from the dread- 
ful danger of ' low prejudices* and ^ slavish im- 
positions.* Consequently, if Miss Rosanne Bel- 
larmine had been asked the antediluvian ques- 
tion, * Who made you?* she might have replied 
in French idiom, and in the idiom of some, not 
French girls, who ought to know better, ' Me.* 
—She readily comprehended what was explain- 
ed to her ; and her memory had a circumstantial 
fidelity, that made it not isafe to . deceive her : 
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ber vivacity and vebemonce would oftMi aBtkn-^ 
pate a conclusion befc^e the premisea wer« 
. &tated : she would gu«&s when she could not dis^ 
cover; she would cut ^when she coald not untie # 
— in shorty she was a quick^ shrewdy in^peituoud 
little girl, suoh a^, and nothing more in Intel* 
lect tban^ may be found in most families of half 
a down childre0-^d such as may be com- 
paied to twenty in every body^s circle of so* 
ciety ; but rendered something more difficult to 
manage than most children of her age, by Kav-^ 
Uig, till the Cossart dynasty, been very ill ma- 
naged, even -as to external compliances. Wha^ 
change that effected is to be told. 

As nothing had ever taught her to doubt her 
ability to judge, she waj» unhesitating and confix 
dent; and, not accustomed to compare hei^self 
with others, she was uniformly, in her own opi<* 
nion, right, and therefore very reasonably averse 
from giving up ; "while the extreme volatility of 
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her powers of attention^, threatened^ if not cor« 
rectedi to leave her as superficial as she was ob&ti^ 
natis. To«avert this probable evil, BellarmiiMr 
could devise notfaiqg more efficacious' than thd 
exercise of curiosity and observation, nor any 
higher motive for tlieir action, than that these 
^wo qualities would be useful to her own en- 
joyments; and that to see her cultivate them 
would be pleasing to himi*— Beyond this, on hia 
plan, he had nothing ' to bid/ 
Jhi her babyhood, her anger had been matter 






ritoted ^p itiake her iktWr smitei an,d lif r jaiotjbes 
lai^h;; md it was not h^r iajult if she knjewr moir 
mfIks^ thai: which Imd bfea productive of nusrtb 
asd €£tf9ftS69] became matter of r6preheii^io% 
Her inother bad, without a^y ^cautioo, made il 
be]?|^ractiGe<tO)put RasauM in a passion, wheu** 
ev4P she wa»^» as shQ sai4 ^ to show her oiF/ 
till it became a pa&time that ranked with tha( 
lof fl^khiig ^ pMg-doj; beg and catch^^and prac^* 
tice will,, i^ both cases^ produce expertness. 

7o b#r fip^ivK who considered females in what 
some ji^ilpfc^ers itblnk their proper light, her 
t9f\A growth and the promise of great powers 
q£ Kttnacjbion wei^e feaiful contemphtiopfs : he. 
coiiiil pb^ on ifritf 'know)e4g^ of mankind, think 
Wytiiidiv'idwl altiopg them worthy tohe tru^t^d 
widi ifche custody of (his casket-jewel : but ihis 
W&s a >point«he .rneantj neiveir .to liear discu8sed» 
a9j fully awaije of it^t^lue to himself, and tha 
SmpossibiHit^'Of r^la<^«g>it^ he h^d decided oa 
t^tmihg it for his own use. It was hi« intent. 
Iimi to ^ivQ it the finest getting that eott^ adorn 
^ bi»Uiluiqy, 4nd, in sh(>rt| .to .make .himself 
tlie iQQst. enviable fathcsr fntb^ world. He. lis- 
tenad With perfect com^laGency to Mademoisellsi 
Cossart, wh^n 9he hinted that the only ^eca^ 
ritj'Agfainst a youi)g;p$cson's looking abrofuifor 
)]iippin,666, was to render that of home.af Q(HAt 
jplfBte as possible — that is to ^y, Rosann? \ras|Q 

)k IjHBlQiirfd, tbftt $b§ migbt be 9hf»at«4, .: 
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On sach a plan of rearing, tbd chances were 
hiuch in favour of the young lady's turning out, 
not the prodigy of every thing superlatively ex- 
cellent that Bellamiine fancied, but a very com* 
, mon character, sudi as neither wealth nor situa- 
tion can raise from the class of vulgar. There 
could be no moderation in her factitious compo* 
sitibii* — ^there cfeuld be no forbearance in prefer- 
ence of elegant to coarse gratifications: — ^herfa- 
ther had lived upon sensations, and his daughter 
was to be guided by a blind wilfulness.* 

But where there is a deficiency of some one 
innate virtue, we often see that two vices will 
produce a very near resemblance of it. * Ro- 
saniie's pride and obMinacy made- her disinte- 
rested—she would not be enslaved by bribery, 
to those whom she opposed : she would not be 
spoiled, and she felt no gratitude towards any 
one who attempted it by indulgence. She Would 
have been conceited, if vanity had not been 
counteracted by a stronger disposition towards 
discontent ; but this, keeping her in a perpetual 
state of peevishness, rendered her rebellious 
spirit, which otherwise might have shown its 
head only when called for, almost her natural 
inode of acting, and produced an incessant <H>a- 
flict in herself and with her teachers. 

But however gifted with acuteness of intel« 
lect, its employment, when voluntary, indi-» 
cated little beyond a taste for the ornamental 
pursuits of a female born to the luxurious labourg 



of ^n indulged rank in society. Sh^ danced 
with elegwce; $he sung with pathos. The 
fo^m of her hand and the natural grace with 
which fihe used her fingers, h^d coaxed Bellar-' 
wne, ev^ when he mo^t wis^d for something 
9f a hig^r pkss of occupation, into eacou- 
^^^i^S that nice dextenty which produces the 
minute exiceliexicies of the seissars and the 
aeedle. $he could cut in paper a troop of horse or 
^ pack of lioi^nds and their atjcendants : men 
should s^Mi to ^larch, to charge, to advance^^ 
aiid to pursue; a horse should tfaro^ its rider, 
^lid jthe hridle, 4s fine as a human hair, should en*^ 
t8|}g)e it^ hoofs ; her sewers couUl iwit^te tho 
most iode^ted foliage, and the most -delicate 
^W^f^j or cepresent a groiipe of chrld^eai, sad> 
*.. »he w *e.p at adista^oe, engag^ m mcny 
sppits: proud of tiie use of a needlO} as an im« 
plement ohvlwisly useful aad hdongin^ to q^ 
superior age, ^ astonished by the neatness of 
Jki^r worjc, w]S3[ijie, in defect of names for things^ 
ber ipencil wjas taugbt, by ignorance and neces* 
^ff to i^fiM^t hi^r m description, 

>l^larpiiijne Jaad> w^^ he resolved on talking 
^ (Car^ of hi$ ^auglite^r, resumed soq^ care of 
iMm^elf;: ^a$ i§ t<o €i?iy, he collected all tb^ 
>ooks itbiyt h$ ijfoped to make useful to his plan; 
b^ &t;pdied their ^gumte^ts ; he coa^versed witb 
those best informed on t]ae sulgee* of i»^vi. in^ 

*ln*e^e» ; »»d 'm addition to his /own ^1-^b- 
l*ioe4 weU-fWft«»se4 igind wj^Uro|»nsd iftc> 

VOL. u i» 
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quirements, he adopted all modern improve^ 
mcnts in arts, sciences, and literature. 

With such of these as he could bring to bear on 
her mind, he fed her curiosity sufficiently to keep 
it in full vigour, as the department of intellect in 
\vhich he hoped to establish his empire and her 
perfection. He showed her, when she would not 
have understood words, what could be done by 
the hand, and by tangible substances, till he 
had caught her inquisitiveness in the traps of 
experimental philosophy, and made her feel the 
necessity of a shortened method in calculations. 
While Mademoiselle Cossart and her coadiutors 
gave the correct practice of music, the inflexions 
of the voice, and the touches of the pencil, it 
was from her father that she learnt the theory 
of harmony, the construction of the organs of 
sound, and those minor branches of optics which 
ihe could be made to comprehend. 

She had soon a system of procedure, in every 
thing she learnt : she wearied the occasional 
teacher with questions, which must be solved be- 
fore she would proceed. She next carried thfese 
questions, dilated in their progress, to Mademoi- 
selle Cossart, and then, raising herself to anew 
level oh this fresh acquisition, she made what 
she had just obtained only the foundation of i| 
new set of queries to her father; and he was de- 
lighted to resolve them. 

Society, for wfiich Bellarmine seamed to have 
quitted his own invaluable country, was now 
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neither safe in the search nor desirable in the at- 
tainnient: > there was then no tie to the country 
which he had chosen for his residence^ but the 
want of liiotive for removing.; and, perhaps^ 
some. curiosity to see how a chaotic restoration 
of matter to its original confusion, would ter-* 
minate, swved the purpose of attachment. Be- 
ing persuaded by . Mademoiselle Cossart that 
no other air in the world would agree with Ro-* 
sanne, as did that of Paris or its neighbour- 
hood, he very willingly gave up pleasures for 
the sake .of quiet, and to secure his daughter 
&om impertinent acquaintance^ who might in** 
advertently let out that which should inform 
her of the disgraceful conduct of her mother, or 
the merciful dispensations of her Maker— twa. 
beings of whom he .wished her to remain as ig- 
norant as possible. In the existing state of 
men's minds, it was not difficult to be as savage 
as was agreeable or convenient. / 

. Little disposed to be satisfied himself with 
any attainments but the best he could procure 
for this centre-point of his hopes and his pride, he 
could not forego, his.earnest desire to lead her to 
learned as well as elegant pursuits ; but still, even 
when, to stimulatiB her, hie talked of women dis- 
tinguished in the country she* inhabited, or in 
that which he had assiduously taught her to call 
her own, the little skittish creature disappointed 
his. hopes, and perhapis Wias unravelling a bit of 
silk to s^ why, with the. same colours, a varia« 
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tibn of form was pmdiiced in th« pattern^ R^ 
sanne was degsmtly femkii»e; and even imiier 
male tuithm, she went not bejnMd tlv^ boundsir^ 
of that character : goodiietise) penetrationfy quiicJC^ 
nesB^ wienB akled by fkir strength of intellect t 
but it was femate sitretigth«-^it mt^s die illeogth 
of perfect contbrmatioti and soatid hiealtii of tniftd 
-^it v^M neither muscular nor gigantir? and 
when her father penceived) as hiel- ideas t^ptitid^- 
ed, how agreeable she was* as ;a comptaidb, wfaw 
to be agreeable wa^ her pleasure^ howtarknis 
were bet tkoughcsv how aew liw combttMitiofis^ 
haw acctiRite w^re ev^n her untut^imd perei^*- 
tions, he began to ifear ibdUciikiig cbttstipaHi^ by 
too great weighty aasd no longer tri^ to turn 
her out of the path which Nature seemed to 
Imve^tpewed with fiowers for Imst, and^^isbB 
trusted, at the same time not uamindful of ym. 

She was tbecefove permitted, as her relax^tioM 
could not be varied without society, and ^eidety 
was dangerous, to exa-ciae her pretty fillers in 
the many works of ingenuity which her iiever- 
sleeping, invention devised ; atad to see her ihm 
employed was still a source ^ admiratcoti to 
Bdlarmine. 

^His health had become, as it is wiitfti most of 
those who hwfre no MliaY)be on ^the ^ PhyviibtflBi of 
oiir souls,' matter cf ^r&l observation^^-Hevary 
head-ache was an appvoaching feven^^nai^ry at- 
tack of bile was a desperate li ver-oasen^if Hk 
foot west to sleep^ it was a symptom of ^%<^ 



]lr iie omild iM^ t^ecdtett a name or a da^, his 
htfud w«i^ apf4aed anxioosly tp btsfovehead, m if 
c^sGfOQs thiat bis faculties wera decaymgy c^ 
si4iki<»g injbo tiie do&lusion of threatening apo- 
plexy : he had his' mc'diciBe-efeeit, atd bi« ine* 
^ieal Ijirarj', and after a ffe\r smart ex|>erimeBte, 
hafdiyg leat^M hJ6 dos^s, be fbxmd same ex<»kft^ 
tVdQ of ixiiftd m his, ital or faiieied aiktientfi^ 
i»4)eii he rose fttm Ms; stiidfei^, convfrfeed-fO? 
Jiatl lv& b&t hiui^ his better pavt to tlie same 
dl«i^i)>}ifie!«-**that^6re was iiot a disease con* 
iidered by any mectijcal writor, from which he 
G(m)^^ \v\^ a sfrlct regard to veracity, boasft 
hi»)«etf ^VlM]91y exemp^t 

- It wad ifiol tf// inatter of fancy : his ^onstito- 
tiott bad, ift some ineasurc, been injared by the 
wattt of that cheerfulness of heart which is a^ 
Of»poslte to tlie friv^ity of ifisisipation and the 
i4ot of pleasure, . as k i& to melaaehoiy ; and the 
loss of which nothing can supply, 'Without the 
p^mnksion of conscience. A cheerfid niind— ^ 
let no o«ie pi:es«me to boast it as nieritoiious- — 
bijit, a che^ffttl mind is of ail the blessings of 
Providence, next to the grace of God, the best 
we can as^k ; but to stunable oti this,* in the ptir- 
snit of enjoyn^ftts that the reason of a Cliris- 
tian will not sanction, and common sense will 
not tolerate, is as improbable good fortune as 
to meet with diamiends in digging for peat(l)^ 
That the .health suffers without it, is'asnatural 
9Mk ^oct <vs that the poww of digestion i^hould 

l3 
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he lost in grief. It is only under ease of mind, ' 
that nature will perform her functions; and 
^xious thought, gloomy contemplations, and 
/ vexing discontent, will, as certsiinly, produce 
disease as any other species of causal obstruc-r 
tion. When Bellarmine was induced by any 
accident to think of his present situation, and 
reflepted^ ofi what he ipight have heen, what he 
ought to have been, and what others, who had 
set out with him in life, were, h$ did not feel 
his blood 9p^y tiie q^i^Jcer ; and when accounts 
lenimded him that, an English gentlemati, and 
heir to two valuable esU^tes, he had not an acre 
of land in his native country, his regrets were, 
keen. He might have gone farther, and reflect- 
ed on the means by which he had become pos-i 
$essed . of a part of the money that nQW formed* 
his sole wealth ; but when he arrived at tbisi^ 
point of investigation^ he always changed hiai 
employment 

The newspapers of his country afforded him an 
indulgence which he could not forego : but their 
details often contributed to his uncomfortable 
feelings. The state of England was still that . 
of the Millennium, compared to the convulsion^ 
of France J and all his information led to the- 
same opinion, that Britannia was, apd would: 
remain, too sensible of the goodness of Provi-. 
dence, to adopt the mad spirit of her neigh- 
bours : he did not perceive that the value of pro- 
perty diminished in England : the government: 
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stood firm under the pious guardianship of a 
good monarch— offices of trust were as much 
the object of emulation as heretofore, and as well 
filled ; and those men were, in some instances, 
near the helm of affairs, whose pusillanimity, 
when excesses were proposed, had once been 
the object of his derision. He had sometimesi 
* half a mind' to prepare for the time when he 
either might be driven, or circumstances might 
induce him, to wish himself in his own native 
land, and to ask of a nobleman who had once 
sought his friendship, the reversion of a sinecure 
place, which might at least moor him to some- 
thing. He went so far as to write on the sub- 
ject; but recollecting, while sealing the letter, 
the treatment which he had bestowed on a con- 
descending overture from this identical per-, 
sonage, whom he affected to think either an 
ideot or a methodist, he declined the offer of a. 
safe conveyance for his epistle humiliatory, and 
prudently burnt it (S). 

His ancient good fortune seemed again to smile • 
on him, when he heard of an event for which 
he could not in the course of nature yet have . 
looked — the death of Mrs. Bellarmine ! — Had . 
he reflected on t\xp usual catastrophe of such a 
life, he would not have been so much surprised. : 
It relieved him from any anxious apprehen- 
sion that might have assailed him in his hypo-, 
chondri^jc state, lest the sudden breaking of some 
spring in thp animal machine, which he very 
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Aiuob dreaded^ orthe repiHv ptoce^t df tittn^ioiii 
which, be knew, no cart — not even his*i-<!ould 
|irevetitj might, by reducing hiiKi to hi«^ ongrnal 
atomic state of existence^ leave ixK)m fo^r Ao^ 
sanne's mother, in want or wantonness, to aseeft 
her interest in the minor, and by the weight of 
her disgrace, render of no effect, or of Mrorsi^ 
l^ian no effect, thfe pains he was bestowing on his 
dhild; or with alien alliances, and no feeling 
but pride, t& Which she had no title, she might 
make her accomplished daughter of use lo Uer^ 
hi recovering laotn^thing Uk^ er^it 
- In proportlofi to the intemperance 6f Bel- 
larmine's pas^on fdr his wife When she was not 
i6 be obtained, were his contempt and hatred at 
tile present moment; 4nd he w<3uld not havfe been 
at the trouble of noticing as matter 'of regret, 
thdt which Was such relief to his Cares, liad he 
not thought it right that l^osanne should know 
that she had lost her mother. Rosannc had no 
very accurate notions on things of which slie had. 
siBarcely heard : and she had had no i¥^n^ of 
jadging of be!r Idss or gain by bfer m^her's ' 
eJtistenCe or conduct. It Would »at hav^ been 
a& easy task to give aflectation to a characti^r like 
hers, whi^Ch Was disposed to deal only in reali- 
ties, and to question whatever did not atWress 
itself to her perceptions in a form which she 
could intuitively comprehend. She therefore shed 
no tears : she uttered no sentiments ; and when 
she ^sk^, * Who ?' * What?* and * Where T and 



* fiflWf* it' wa^ kiartcr'of no rfffficnlty to satisly 
Iter by that whicli gave her information just 
enough- to serve all le^gai purposes j snxd aok 
enough toieiRpC her 16 ai^ iarthtr. 

« 

NOTjES. 

(1) Do09notithe cynic|J, Warburtpn say, in one 6F hb 
letters to Hard, * I, stumbled, on temperance in my pursuit o^ 
pleasure V — An admirable lesson, which, it wief e to be wish-r 
ed, could be generally taught. It must be confessed that 
better examples of the effect might be produced than in the 
instance of Warburton : his old age was, however, very en- 
viably Vigorous, if his temper was not very placid : his facul- 
ties did not rust out ; and as a champion of revealed religion 
he deserves great respect. If we need proof of what old age 
may enjoy, and want encouragement to strive for its enjoy- 
ments, we should see a retired professor of one of our own 
universities diffusing around him at seventy-nine, all the ele- 
gant gaiety that vivid intellect, a richly fraught mind, and a 
sportive fancy can furnish, courting all within the reach of 
his' conversation or his pen, into the * ways of pleasantness,* 
and the ^ paths of peace.* Happj^ are those who are admit- 
ted to the knowledge of such leaders in their course through 
this world. Nor less are we obliged to the cheerfulness of 
good Dr. Halcyon,, who making the proper use of relaxations, 
renders even a whist-table the chair of didactic virtue. * I 
have lost indeed,' said he, rising from a well- contested game, 
* every thing I played for, but I have not lost my temper; for 
I did not play for that.' 

(2) It is one of the short roads to distinction in one circle, to 
stigmatize every thing not profane as methodistical — a licence 
of judgment which we of the church of England ought to 
resent as much as those at whom it is levelled ; since it is 
never used with a good intention towards us. Some ple»- 

4 



IH 



ROSANNE. 



Bvare, however^ muBi attend the affixing the designed re- 
proach, if we may infer any thing from the trouble tal^en by 
Lord ' to send a special messenger to a young map of 

decent principles^ to tell him that he had called his dog by 
a name too sacred to be written here, because, * as he was 
a methodisty it would plague him.' The embassy was exe» 
cuted aukwardly — the plenipotentiary asked, * Who' do you 
think has called his dog ■ ?' — < There is but one man 

io the kingdom who would do it/ said the young man-^^it. 
must be Lord — -^Z If his lordship is ever brought to know 
to whom ' every Ipaee shall bpW|' he may feel his folly. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

» . « • 

As. Rosanne'd mind expanded into taste^ she suf* 
fered it indeed to be led by her father's, in those 
points which he reserved for his own cultivation ; 
but already she showed that subtlety of reason* 
ing, hyppchetical argument, the prolix and the di- 
dacticy ill suited her. . She could even thus early 
feel * the grand/ when * the grand,' was * the 
good/ but savage valour or selfish eloquence 
could not touch her. Wherever her own in* 
terest was not the proximate feeling — where- 
ever the recollection of her own concern in any 
thing, was not called out, nothing could be more 
just thaa the decisions of Rosanne's miud : the 
corriiption of human nature clouded it, but could 
pot:extinguish its light; and she seemed to feel 
it as welcome freedom when^not obliged to think 
of herself. The pathetic, the humorous, the 
elegy, and the epigram, whenever within the 
scope of her comprehension, interested and de- 
lighted her; but whatever arrested her atten- 
tion, ii)ust of necessity come decked in the most 
delicate garb of propriety. The vulgar or the 
coarse, had they been presented to her ever so 
circumspectly, would, on detection, have ex- 
cited her abhorrence; and her father — a politi- 
cian even in the female world — ^was so good as 
to keep up the disgust he had in general terms, 
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and very early, implanted as a fence against tjh^ 
relaxations of a nursery. 

Truth, discoverable by fignres, had continued 
to charm her by the agreeable manner in which 
Mademoiselle Cossart followed up Mr. Bilia(r* 
mine's method of treating them; vtnA she would 
pursue an arithmetical process with a sensation 
of pleasure that annihilated every idea of labour. 
Experiments of all kinds delighted her : she l^d 
always some scheme which she was carrying on^ 
and wiiich she supposed had never yet entered 
the head of any one; but it was gen^raUy stopped 
by her turning out of her way to investig^^ 
principles that she herself bad brought i»td 
Action : her writing-paper was used for experi* 
ttients with lK>t irons, and lier drawing was laid 
Jiside in the midst, to analyze the matenals uised 
in proceeding with it. When her governess came 
to inquire how nearly her now voluntary task 
was completed, sbe often found tlie pencil or llie 
brush in fragments, or the coloure iminersed in 
water ; and what she said on the subject WM 
traheeded, in Rosanne's earnest desire to know 
how wood could contain chalk or- lead, whether 
her nails were quills, or how the action of water 
could so disperse the particles, and lower the 
force of oolour. Nothing escaped her : pins^ 
paper, shte, ink, nay, all she ate, drank, or 
wore, was matter for catechism. Her father had 
now no cause to fear a deficiency of curiosity or 
observation. 
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• la^uch 4 nt»ge of iaquifUiv^nesSt ^the tky 
could not hope to escape; but here $be waji 
fi^ced iato axi en'oneous judgmeat The stars 
seeined to excite hetr curhp^ity only to mock it ; 
^ th(Migk she was taught the mechanism of 
nntimmtt^y% as fai* asher powers admitted of her 
uiid|fataadtfigit> there were<]aestions beyond th^ 
TB&e naipaaof con^mations and the relation of 
di$taiice«i. which Bhe insi^ed oii having answer- 
ed^ bat which \tefe not to be answered on ^be 
plan lof her education^, with any ^tis^tioa to 
her^ i'rowned at,, in due same manner .when 
<he attaaapted to iaqui^ farther, as when sha 
traoisgtesa^d agaiast th^ rulea of artificial good, 
breediag^ which it had been di^nlt to teach 
€fli€ natemUy pdhitQ^ she imsitgined it partiqularly 
ill b]sed to in^r^ about tb^«olar systeia and tha- 
opnMeUatiom, cbeif pwpo^es and ^airigiB, and 
supposed the ^mi, moon, Ukd stars were not to. 
be aamidd by amy rank of persons above those. 
vfho songlii timr liv^iheod by the jpfocess of 
caloalatiaQ, 

Not to be Ifead ^f imdi a girl, not to he vaiiir 
of hier )as a ^a^^te^^ wt» a ^$^cies and -degree joi 
forbearance that could not be asked of a ^ithei;^ 
like Beliaraikie. She was not exaiG% what he 
hud sketched in >his .imagination, but he did not • 
know whether tshe was net better. Siie was itoo 
ctukTOiing io <lDe iwifbed more aniiafhle : she was 
too k^ely to need a-dec^r fpunda^tion of know- 
ledge ; yet h^ oQOfessed jU>. Iiimself tbsM; she. baici 
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faultiJ— that her faults needed eorrectioli,-i*«afid it 
was his intention to correct therti. 

Had he been one of those * common-place^^a- 
thers who are content with making their off- 
spring wise in this world, that they may be happy- 
in another, he would, indeed, have spared himself 
aome trouble ; — but he could not, — though there 
were books and men who would have told him' 
t]iis, — rest on *so sordid a plan' for the interest of 
an only child : he had bestowed nmch pains^and* 
trouble in treating every case and question as 
distinct and new, which in toother system ' 
would only have formed a part of a whole, loflg 
since considered and settled; and now he was 
under a necessity, connected with his past prac- 
tice of accommodating all the information 
which Rosanne demanded to his own views. -^ 

As the world had, as he had settled it, neither 
creation nor termination, it was requisite that 

• 

every thing he said on its properties ^nd acci- 
dents should accord with the notion of the flux' 
and reflux of matter, congregated without per- ' 
xnanent purpose, and separated only to repeat 
th^ idle process, unconnected with any thing 

inbre durable. 

' Mademoiselle Cossart had not- been wanting 
|ii her endeavours to accommodate herself and 
h^r lessons to this system, to the truth or/false- 
hood of which she was wholly indifferent, and 
for which, in its principle, or its consequences, ^ 
she did not hold herself responsible. But a4 it iws: 
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dually matter of study to her and to Rdsannei 
apd she had no particular reasons to wish or be-^ 
lieve it correct, it did not make its way clearly to 
her comprehension. She read the powerful argu- 
ments BeUarmine put into her hands in the works 
of authors of celebrity — she recollected all that 
she herself had read;, but having till now rather- 
striven to accommodate her opinions to those of 
others, than to establish aiiy of her own, she was 
not perfect enough in this to teach it accurately, 
and sometimes, when she could not avoid speak- 
ing on the subject, she unintentionally puzzled 
her pupil. She particulaiized where BeUarmine 
more discreetly only generailized ; and here she 
failed. For instance, when Rosanue asked, on 
hearing that some one was dead, what death, 
meant, her father wished her to understand it as 
a state of reduction to primitive nothingness; but 
not quite satisfied with this, as she could not 
clearly comprehend how a thing could be in a 
state of not being in any state, she put the same 
question to her governess. By her she was re- 
ferred for a clear conception of the matter, to her 
own experience of sleep, only adding to it the 
easy supposition of omitting to wake. When Ro- 
^anne brought against this what her father had 
told her of ' being turned into powder,' as she 
translated his hypothesis. Mademoiselle Cossarb 
expressed something like contempt for his^mew^ 
edition of Lucretius.' Unable to getforwatd; 
she went back . to her father with these words^ 



oad be tmtl^r at fhM ^'GaUioiQ phik>so|jhy (-> 
but ibe lady pievdiied } for Istofaimt^'d oi^tnturjr 
midefstiuiding prefl^nred bfeing a^lwp tobeiA^ 
nothkij^ and MadettiaiMUc Costert bad « tbonn 
sand pretty ways of wimiiDg as#mii by aiuiiogy 
md oxperimeat, wbicb left far bdaifid on tho 
/pad to cQQTictioi^ ttie dry didactic of abatract 
tbeory. 

Wh&k Boaansif , for insfcaMB, iwioitid aik ^ Wbo» 
made any thing?' a qiiestidE that 90W camo 
maoy tknes in the day^ and had succeeded t» 
Ibe ' How is thb made?- and ' Wixatis this made 
aif r which had cauaed Ibe destrecdou of soviie 
ef her dotbes and xMre of her tools, Mademot* 
aeile Coaurty finding it impoasiUe to quiet fael" 
any langer by teOii^ her that ^ k laade tttelf/ 
'vonld attempt a little eircnhoiis jaunt in a ibg^ 
out of sig^t of the first object ; biit if^^&rpry^ 
mg daildrea are incessant torments, and^ae the 
advocate of truth has observed, * a&ways ijnpm-^ 
tinent when we cannot answer theih/*--^she fvro« 
ceeded to inquire who onade the inafcer,-H2bia 
qaestion was often ptrodiiotiTe of equal aiimi^ 
stent and improTenoeot to her young »ind ; amd 
having first impressed on it the adooitted tnah 
that a human body is, to all intents and purposes^ 
a substance, she mqib ^ntertsdaed with that anaay 
dance of atoms whose existence any str<uD!gi»m^ 
shine would certainly prove, and which the at* 
traction <f£ cohesion, the playfulness of fanejr,r 
and the eecentricity. of cajp^rice, tbora^ into jA 
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the variouiS forms under which theymet the spe- 
culations and necessities of mankind. Thinly 
Scattered and slightly attached, they made the 
materials of which her dress was composed : 
more cons6lidated; they came out in the touglr 
er brittle form of wood or pottery : of great 
ponderosity, they became stone and metal^ 
arrangiiig themselves in the bowels of the earth; 
at depths proportioned to their specific gravi- 
ties ;*"«aiid curious it Was to observe the du«. 
rank which all bodies thus deposited assumed 
to themselves, unless thrown out of their course 
by accident, as, on her ovra observation, she had 
discovered that they sometimes were — ^how or 
why, it was not easy to say. — It afforded, in her. 
opinion, an admirable lesson to the present inha*^ 
bitants of the earth :*-^she should have great 
pleasure iii reading with her, some system of mi- 
neralogy, when her mind was a little more ma- 
tured : she must learn Monsieur's opinions on 
the subject : she would sf)eak to him that even** 
ing, and know what books he most approved.' 
Thus mixing system and notion, raising a 
mist through which Rosanne was to see a new 
* ignis fatuus' to mislead her curiosity, and con* 
eluding that her auditQt muiit believe the whole 
if she seemed to prove one point, she m&de up 
a biography for any thing that called fbr it, and 
by resorting to experimtots that did or did not 
relate to the matter in question, she never had 
hitherto failed to support or retrieve her crediti 
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For the growtlj of reg;ular form^, she h4d yevf 
pietty schemes of external coostriction imd cotn* 
pulsion. The bark, the {>eel, the riiidj the bide,- 
the cuticle, answered abtindabtly every purp^ose^ 
and afforded good oceasion q£ ailathemati^ing^ 
the same sort of injustice in the fates of maiikind* 
Xrregular forms were easily referred to her re- 
Qollections qf the solar mieroscope, t^ A^bot 
Dianae, the arbitrary shooting of crystals, the 
incaloulable vagaries of rarefied air— *so be^utH 
fuUy illustrating the system of liberty — ^and'tho 
despotic associatiou of isaline and saecharitm 
partidies^ 

. If Bosanne's inquisitlveness ^vaa on the sub'^ 
jeot of colours, and she wanted to know why 
thei green ribbon on her straw-hat was not q£ 
tise straw-colour, she was reminded of the su4 
perb.box, with every thinjg i^ could want fog^ 
drawing, which ber dear papa had, with so much 
trouble, got fVom one of tlie first makers in 
Paris : she wto made to admit that ^ like loves 
like '—she. was inibrmed that when ittoms are 
endued with a partioulaji* bue^ they seek their 
kindred, and then make roses and violets, and 
thus appeared on her lovely lips and amiable 
cheeks—rthickly set, they formed dark— thialy 
set, light shadcsrrr-would she ^ to that beautiful 
mirror, she would observe ^how much doser the 
particles ^ red were set on bet dear lips thasl 
on her cheek ; on her lips lliey appeared corai :-^ 
rile wished she could aoo the vast c6UectiMi.of 
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eoral which ^he hoard had been made bj an 
English nobleman : — en her cheek, thcf whitC'^ 
Bess of her skin interposed — she had always 
said^ when she wished to describe her amiable 
cheek, that nothing could give an idea of it» 
but a full-blown rose immersed in milk : — she 
then called her attention to the fact that the 
i*ose-bud blushes deeper than the rose, and ac*- 
cojunted for it by the tenuity consequent on 
expansion, evidently proving that the red par* 
tides are. of a decided quantity in the first iiv- 
-atance. Of tastes and odourii, she . gave . tht 
common description; aoid in other bvajaches of 
science, there was. little reaqxt to imagination^ 
«xc€f»t a$ to purposes and origins. 

There was nothing to be disputed whete the 
Deity and his attributes were thuis set out of the 
question; and a few hints of unpoliteness, if 
MademoiseUe Cossart had, had the microscope 
|)ut in order, or been at the trouble to get spe- 
cimens, seemed, at the moment, to answer the 
purpose of silencing the ^ curious impertinent/ 
whose curiosity now wanting no stimulus, was 
no longer the.subjectof her father's exhortation 
^herwise than as praise is covert admonition* 

Her advancing age and still more advancing 
faculties, called almost daily for additional exer- 
tions ; but her father^s increasing aifection made 
all light that regarded her* Contracted now in 
his resources and. connections, tuere was little 
to wean his attentions from her^ and nothing to 
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rivat her itt his love : he therefore, to use the 
lairguage of Madame de* Staal, loved lier ^ with 
the vehemence that solitude and idleness give 
to all .sorts of sentiments ;^ and perliaps- this per* 
feet occupation by one feeling, was his preserva-^ 
tive against some indiscreet use of his liberty. 
' Mademoiselle Cossart had gained on his con- 
fidence by die fidelity with which she had for^- 
warded his views ; and he now imparted to her his 
apprehension, that, unless by some method not 
yet adoptexi^ the making Rosanne all be wished 
her, without making her pore than suited bis in^ 
tentions, would'be matter of difficulty. He could 
not give up his great scheme of 'rendering an 
unshackled intellect the field for the great and 
amiable character which he meant to produce ;* 
but as it was evident, that, whatever the rapidity 
of her improvement in other things, her tempev 
and her disposition to obedience had no share in 
the benefit, he begged that the immediate suoi^ 
cession of rewards and punishments, as the only 
SMams of control he could think on, might, in all 
cases within the female department, follow close 
enough on the actions that called for them, to 
make their connection evident^ and their impress 
sion forcible. Mademoiselle Cossart, with her 
uniform politeness, approved the suggestion, and 
a new thought was bestowed on this great ' dor 
sideratum' in all well-ordered governments. 

It was matter of more difficulty, with no 
•ther tastes than Rosanne had» to find rewards 
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than punishments for .her. Having livied a 
strange t to what pleases athe? girls, she liadna 
artificial inclmations. Toys, ik&hians^ gay dU 
versions, shows; were all ^ out of her way,' and 
9he had already exliaustpd the stock of bribes 
in her father's power :-^she had a watch and a 
little horse; and having lived only witl^ rea- 
sonable beings, or at least adults, she could not, 
by any devisable means, be made to take up 
childish ideas, or to bring down her joys to the 
level of the nursery or the play-room. The ex- 
citation of her curiosity had been her father's 
first purpose : — the gratification of it was almost 
her only pleasure. Approbation of her good 
deed5, therefore, could produce little that she 
would relish, without claiming new exertions 
from her industry ; and she already seemed to 
do as much as time allowed : — ^her evil deeds 
had hitherta had little to correct them but her 
father's frown and the imposition of idleness. 
The former she spon found little ^rts to smooth; 
the latter she could, in no way, be made to en- 
dure» unless the tying hier hands and fe^t had 
been part of the pj^ni^hoieQt ; for mischief was 
always .within r^ch> apd sh|B cafed not to what 
extent she occupied herself in sr^Yieoging sup* 
posed injuries. 

To accomplish the freedom of her mi^d, she 
had been encouraged to the utmpst; freedom of 
wishes ; and as it has been well pjjserved, that 
' ©n vent beaucoup quand on n'^st contraint sur 
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rieti j' it was in iikvour of the ptooe of ihose whd 
had the care of her, that she knew little wh^ 
there was in the world to be wished for. 

She loved her fether; in her fashion; but sh<5 
had no personal affection for her governess. 
Her sense of gratitude was never excited by any 
thing but the satisfaction of her ardent thirst 
for knowledge, or rather, as it should be called 
*— her inquisitiveness. If Mademoiselle Cossart 
intimated her obligation to her papa for what 
she ate or what she wore, she would argue th^ 
point, and, disclaiming all interest in her own 
isxidtence, would refer his feeding her to hi« 
choice that she should live— ^and his clothing 
her, to his preference of seeing her drest to see- 
ing her naked— ^in neither of which concerns 
her wishes shared. 

Not perceiving the efforts made for her, and 
called to make none for herself, she fancied all 
things proceeded according to that system which 
her father was now beginning to open on her 
young mind, ^ the law of nature and necessity ;* 
and she was perfectly easy under all her causes 
for gratitude— not infrequently reminding her 
governess, that *as her father and she had their 
choice whether they would or would not do 
what they considered so much as matter of ob- 
ligation that she was tired of hearing of it, it 
Was their fault if they ever did for her what 
was hot agreeable to therhsfelves.' This was 
not very gradous; but thc;ro was too nuich of 



* the sysitem of leasdn* in it, to leave any right 
to complain. 

She had now, iti her ii\crq^siug refractorine^?, 
got into her liead an abstract id^a of gpo^ and 
evil, right and wrong, which she ^ould nqt 
give up :-r-good ajud right were whatever bene- 
fited or pleased her— «yil atid wrong, whatever 
made her suffer pain or vexation* Ixx her ear* 
lier years^ having fallen into a rose-bush,, sh^ 
first beat the roses to shatter^, and then, find;- 
ing her fingers bad the worst of the fray, she 
indulged in an antipathy to rp^es. Li^e the 
Welch girl, who, on coming to the metropolis^ 
would not go over London brjdge, because she 
had been warned not to go under it : — ^sbe con- 
tended .that ^the bridge was tfie bridge against 
which she had been caUtione^, whether sl^c 
-want over or under it; and ^^s^nne as system- 
dtically asserted, that / whether she fpll upoo 
the rose-bush or smelt to the, powers, st^I roses 
and rose-bushes had thorns; and /sh^ wondered 
people should have such things in gardensi' 

In diife way she converted docility into ob- 
stinacy. In the first instance, her mind was 
always ready to admit information; but, once 
admitted, it could neither be removed, nor ex- 
plained, nor qualified. 

A disposition like this, it Was tci be feared, 
•Would produce a character very deficient ia 
•th6 popular admixture of qualities necessary 
not only to give it currency, but to render it 

. m4 
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tolerable and tolerating for this purposes of 
soc^iety. Rosanne was growing singular, and 
threatened to sink into a privileged oddity. In 
this danger^ her governess turned in her mind, 
with the consideration that precedes giving a 
quack-medicine in a de$fperate case, the pro? 
bable effect of introducing some mention of the 
fear of God — ^for, as she said, ^ she cared nat 
on what system she taught ;'-r^but the most disr 
tant hint offended Bellarmine; and ^ the tiling, 
she confessed, was hardly worth persisting in!' 
And now, afler another short trial of the 
clos^foliowing rewards and punishments, t)le 
form€;r of which her pupil despised, and .the 
latter of which she fairly braved, it occurred 
to Mademoiselle Cossart, that nothing would 
be more efficacious than an attempt to awakea 
the young lady's pride by giving her to under- 
stand, that; if she ever hoped to see the world, 
she must consider what would become her in 
it If her planners were ruide, her opinion^ 
positive, and her contradictions abrupt, she was 
warned that no one would take the trouble of 
answering her questions, or introduce her to those 
pleasures which would most gratify hc^. It was 
therefore prudent to be more gentle* To this., 
which required that a previous ta^te for the bribe 
should be roused, she listened, and promised, at 
tiiie end of the lecture, that she would ^mend 
of her faults, or at least conceal them. Hq^ 
jgoverness reported this great progress, iq discji 



jpjine; and Bellarmine teplied to it, by remarkr 
iBg on the use that might be made of curiosity 
jind observation in educating children, if pa? 
rents and teachers did but know how to adapt 
them. He observed, that the great error wa^ 
' fijiffering these properties to waste themselves 
in exploded ideas, not giving them sufficieqt 
scope and excitatiop, and not encouraging theip 
by indulgence and patience.' 

Rosanne's altered conduct soqq bore testir 
mony to the wisdom of the npw method. All 
lier motions were studied, and she \f as substi- 
tuting for her natural grace, a sort of politeness 
that her father endured, b^pause be hoped it 
would, when |t had performed its office, settle 
into sometliins: less unnatural and leas unbe- 
coming than the griipace which cliaracterise^ 
}t. But a very little observation on his part, 
convinced him that it was mock-virtue, never 
/exercised but in sight, ^nd tljat her unaltered 
feelings required payment by relaxation. *Thi;5 
^s no correction,' said he; ^ it is only adding 
hypocrisy to the existing fault. Pray let mp 
^ no n^pre of tl^i^ odious affipctation.' 
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CHAPTER Xiy, 



By shifting his abode, and by an acceptability 
with some of all parties in the still chaotic 
world of France, Bellarmine had preserved bis 
family from any personal acquaintance with 
the calamities of a nation that ought to have 
been regarded by eveiy Briton only with ab- 
horrence of its impious madness, and gratitude 
for the fairer ground in which his own lot had 
fallen. Having seen pass over his dwelling, 
storms which were not likely to collect soon 
again, his increasing shyness of his ownlcoun- 
try-y and perhaps some political conjectures in 
favour of the ultimate establishment of Ftance, 
induced him to accept the offer of purchasipg, 
for one fourth of its value, the very desirable 
dwelling and princely domain of Chateau- Vicq, 
-beautifully situated on the enchanting banks of 
the Loire. — ^The exigencies of a noble family 
compelled them to sell it, and sorrow arid de- 
speration gave them fortitude to relinquish it. 

Having completed his purchase with the ex- 
pedition suited to such circumstances — ^for here 
was no room for feverish indecision or ague-fits 
of doubt — he found himself in possession of a 
magnificent home, not half of which he could 
occupy, furnished in a style of obsolete gran^ 
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d^ur, with gardens, vineyards, plantations, arabli 
land, wateir,. and a spacious park confining 
tax ^ forWt . of no great extent. A very few 
cottages for(n^d a hamtet . about a quairtec of 9t 
nnle from the nearest part of the fences ; and 
pn the edge of the forest were son^e dwellings 
of a superior order, which) beiqg on a rising 
ground, relieved the tone of colour of the land^ 
acapie. A tillage wa» within two miks of tlif 
extremity of the park, and one of the finest 
towns in France at the distance of only sik; 

x 

but a still greater recommendation in the est^r 
piation of Bellarniine wa^, that all intercourse 
of society was optional on his part, as tio for 
jodily, within visiting-distance, lived m a isfeylej 
or haH pretension^, to offer civilities to the pos- 
sessors of a place so important and so imposing 
AS Chateau- Vicq. 

Consulting that wayward barometer, his feeU 
ings, he told himself that the French nation was 
not now what he had once known i tj and that* 
situated as be should be, and with his peculiar 
view^ for his daughter, he should wish to have 
as little intercourse with his n^ghbours as pos- 
Bible. He therefore, with the foresight of 
fiobinson Crusoe, got round -^him whatever he 
thought necessary, to shifting without the aid 
of mamkind, and betook himself, with Rosanne 
and her m^rintendanft, to his new possession, 
at a •ftoason when all: thiei language of the poet3 
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Is brought to r^ollection, and the fables of 
imaginat/ori se^m but transcripts of realities. 

He 'found a library of considerable extetot" 
and value, to which, by tlie misfortune of 
others who h^d been -collectors of books when 
the English mania was at its height in Paris, 
he was iable to make important and useful ad^ 
dttions. This he disposed in a magnificent 
style of arrangement, on his own side of the 
chateau, settling his daughter and her governess 
on the other side, which the body of the house 
united to the part in which he resided. 

Tliere is one very remarkable existing differ^ 
ence between that part of the creation which 
is endowed with reason, and that which is 
guided by instinct; which difference becomes 
evident when we consider their choice of 
dwellings. There is no animal but man that is 
covetous of a house too bjg for him. Whether 
places of abode are distinguished by the name 
of den, hole, nest, or shell, still we see in them 
a propp^rtion to the bulk and wants of the 
owner. But not so with man: the den, the 
hole, the nest, the shell of a fellow-being tea 
times' larger than himself, is often his choice; 
and it must be supposed that the reputatioa 
conveyed by this inequality, pays for the many 
and obvious inconveniencies it brings wjth it 
A house that makes a stranger almost expect 
tlie attendance of servants in the apartment! 
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on 1i<}r8eback**^at a distance frcmi the absolutely 
necessary acoottimodations of society-^— where 
isickness is. made tenfold misery by the length 
of way from the apbthecary-^where the want 
of a lemon id a dark nighty risques the safety 
of a messengefi and the larder > must be vie* 
tualled as if against a siege, has been the am«> 
bition and the stimulus of half the industry 
of the world : wearied with inconveniences^ 
and worn oiit with the aiterhation of solitude 
and inn-keepings we turn our thoughts again 
to the haunts of men, and end our days in a 
hive. 

B^t for a hive, or even the hot crowded 
haunts of men, Bellarmine was not, at present^ 
inclined to wish. The novelty of the beauty 
that surrounded him, and the eifect of change 
and occupation on his health, to say nothing of 
the indulgence of pride, made him fancy he wai^ 
settled, and at la^t happy. Withdrawing from 
a world he had mis-used, he succeeded in per- 
suading himself it had nothing but evil to give; 
and almost equally indifferent to the country 
Jie had abandoned, and. that in which he had 
now made himself an interest, the strifes of the 
one and the atrocities of the other only served 
the purpose of keeping him aivake. 

Rosanne, eleven years in age, and much more 
in mind and information, felt an unbounded de- 
light in her new abode. Large scope for curi? 
osity. Vrz^ afforded her, not only by the na* 



tttiai . diaracteristics of tlie coimtfy; but tbt 

bouse, 4n age, style,. and ext^it, led her to seek 

oat matters of fact and of tradition. She had 

never before lit6d with pictures in her viewi 

they caught lier attention and increased hot 

sources of dissatisfaction :«^peQci is, chalks^ 

\(^atev*ix)k)nrs, were all discarded implements; 

while raving, as if she was cheated in all thing! 

and bom to be cheated, she insisted on being 

told how she might, imitate such pictures a» 

' that beautiful woman in blue, with her eyes 

t2A$ed to the cieliag and a light round her head/ 

and ^ that poor man,' in another picture, *. who 

seemed as if he was going to be punished^ and 

looked as if he did not deserve it/ An attempt 

Isras made to shuffle the pictures, but her vehe^ 

inence got the better; and she was told t^at 

the woman in blue was Lucretia, whose story^ 

castigated, had rewarded her in private for 

some self-command ; and that the man whom 

she so pitied, was Regulus, undergoing part of 

the barbarous indignities inflicted on him bj 

the Carthaginians. Bellarmine shook his head 

when he heard of this resource of Mademoiselle 

Cossart's ingenuity — ^he would not contradict 

her ; but he did not further the deceit : he sufv 

fered Rosanne to talk about Lucretia and Hegti- 

lus; but he begged she might not be brought 

acquainted with the former, or farther imposed 

on as to the latter ; — ^he would think of some 

expedient that he liked better, to satisfy hei" 
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fu^riosity, and keep her freefrooi the meann^s^ 
of legendary superstition. From this time> her. 
governess nodded and winked when the pie- 
ties were mentioned, and thus gave Bosann^ 
to understand that the subjects of them ranked, 
^ith the stars, and ipust not be explored;, but, 
not able to resist the inclinatipji to paintings, 
Slpsanne put oa ol?pdiience aftd good huipour 
white ^he was receivpig ip^tructions how to. 
IN'Oceefi in a spiall ^(t^n)^!: of the hind. 
: .The ooopiparative libprty qf, so spaoioi)8 4a 
abode delighted her. A lar^ pi^e of garden- 
ptO\md adjoining the house, was $et ^part for 
ber, and fenced so as; th8jt, withput seeing aixy; 
o^ pr b^ing seen, sh^ plight ^museherse{f a| 
her hours of relaxatiop, ax|d yet be proceedipg^ 
i)i improyentent. In its xrirci^it w^s contained 
whatever could assist the present state of her, 
inquisitiveness, or provide for its increase. To 
#Very wish she uttered^ fear gave the force of 
^ command; and her father fl^|Xere4 Mmself^ 
iks^t while he could keep . p^qe with . \i^t de^ 
.i)aands, l^e might retain hU influ^nqe ; for ati^ 
fbority, thoiigh she sometimes sufl[pre4 scyerelj^ 
^^nthis teipper, was nearly out pf the questidn, 
Pgrisi^u mj^ters were not now to be had ; 
XMHie other would Bellarn^ine admit; but assislif 
luce. of thi^ kind w;^s not immedisttely nedes-* 
sary. Mademoiselle Cpasiirt had continued tcf 
^nprovA herself in seeing her pupil instructed i 
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itnd Rosanne lost nothing linder her sedulouji 
attention to the superficies. 

Secured as this object of anxious cafe no^ 
was from the possibility of harm, no coridrtion 
was annexed to her enjoyments, but that shtf 
6hou]d never go alone out of the circuit of het' 
own territory, or beyond a certain distiaiK:e from 
the park-gates when With her governess. No 
tisits \irere allowfed efv^n to cottagers — ^nd i^hops 
were to be entered in the village or town — ^and. 
si church was to be represented as a place of 
lawless meeting for the vulgar,* whose preju-^ 
dices it was necessary to indulge. Rosanne had 
her horse, Mademoiselle Cossart l]ter cabriole ; 
and Bellarmine, either mounted or driving, ge- 
nerally attended their daily excursions,* and ai- 
ways those which extended beyond his line of 
demarkation. 

To Miss Bellarmine, \Vho h&d as yet knoWK 
little of the power of her fellow^creatures to 
^d to her pleasures, the want df company wad 
no evil ; but her governess had flattered herseify 
that when Monsieur lived in a style that would 
in her opinion lose all its value if it had no' 
spectators^ he would have admitted of all the 
intercourse that the state of the country- al- 
lowed. She was therefore sadly disappointed 
by his declared plan of close retirement, espe^ 
cigUy as she had ascribed it to the bappj*^ do^ 
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minion she. thought she bad over Chance; that he 
bad fixed his abode within so few miles of a town 

r. • 

in which she had some admiring friends, who 
wer^ not idle observers of what was passing. 
Moilther was she very well pleased thus long to bo 
deprived of the credit she sought in her ^idea** 
Toprs for her pupil : but the privation was worse - 
in prospect than in actual existence; her em* 
ployer was not a man whom she felt disposed 
to offend, nor was her situation to be trifled 
with. She renewed and she kept up Corre- 
spondence with tliose friends into whose. neigh* 
bourhood she had be^i removed ; and either 
that, or consequences arising from it, found her 
in full occupation : she read more than ever: she 
thought with more intensity : — ^a large quantity 
of paper was brought into her apartment ; and, 
to. the great release of Rosanne, she filled many 
sheets of it in a day. What her employment 
was designed to effect, she did not disclose; 
.lUEid Rosanne having be^n checked in her first 
4)Uestioi3, would now rather have refused to 
listen, than condescended to ask again. 
* 'A short mild winter a little restricted Miss 
Bellarmine in her relaxations; but the time 
'Which she could not spen4 out of the house, 
heir father took upon him to fill up, and he 
,i|Oiv shared in her modes of exercise. He treated 
ihf^r mQre according tp the,.state of her under- 
jstaqiding than her age; and those unacquainted 
tr^ith the little resemblance which there is be- 

VOL I. N 
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t*v^een library-children, drawtng-room chitdlren; 
iod even parlour-children, to nursery-cfaildren 
dnd sohool-rooin children, would hare thought 
Rosanitc's attainments marveDous; but her ^<^ 
filer did not wander at her; nor could 6he won^ 
der at herself. ^ We are all creatures of' imitii^ 
tion, aiwl' she had never had it in her powef 
to feam of that which was ncrt, in overy wayj 
superior to her (l)- r i 

" It had bemi matter of grfeat latioilr and difS^ 
culty to supply her with books which slK>uId 
keep her safe from the taint of the superstition 
so dreaded by Bellarmine, and yet— which> t* 
^o him justice, was as much his cite,— -shouM 
not injure the moral sense. He was fully aware 
of thi worth of virtue in the world, and df thi 
indispensable necessity of it in women, as m^ 
garding the comfort of men and the security ^ 
property ; and, beyond this c6ld selfishness', noW 
that he had been teft to himself long enough 1» 
give natural instinct room fbr *filir growth^ h^ 
had an exquisite feeling towarth his dear girl, 
that would no more have allowed of an injury 
to her mind than to her person (2). 

But for his unhappy prejudice against the 
only safe giiide of human nature, no one could 
have censured him in his relative situatioti as 
' a father ; and had be, even tow, been restdi^d 
to that portion of society which would havt 
encouraged a renunciation 6f his otisfinalii. 
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fSYfeDsi^b; or. had:Jb<e! ^v^. beep linlyrMt tt 
oWrye th« ftlmQ9;t iibboltttQ aeeeflftity of; niU 
gtoo jto jtbj? rfccKJniplibbaiwit of bi9!.pUn,.;b9 
0)i^ hftve ' f igblisci' Jn bb DotiQM ;: for |)e^ ciid 
b0t »ndetrVMu^ any Qf llbose practkdL qtoJ&tm 
mhnh iff€ e^tiyiiUjsb m a: fbuodatioii of . neUgicii^ 
cfr consider a^ r^^ltingf^om it^* bat^unfertUt 
nately be.bad arset of ,fneiid$/in. Paris whoat 
oorresppndence fed his vanity, as it told bisobe 
had vlQt lived to be out of .the reokembrance bf 
tikose whoM . Miffrage was eafteeoied-rrthat inent 
relied <m^ .hU opinioBs, .and wcmeu . ooifkl : ktiU 
flatter his,, tenderneases. The former: .sgitgbt 
from him encoarigeantot' in, pHuciples. which 
lihey auppoecjd.'to.be a^.iniich bkas theirs! ci the 
fetter tried to keep bim.ja good, humour. with 
biqiself aiid his .cio^djutrix, by ekt^UiB^/ithe 
plen. which he bad devised.and she was io eKe> 
cute, of giviug to the world the ihodel ofca ;perf 
feet female diar4cter;-r-0u A smaller, scale, theBe 
people practised the horrible cruelty exercised 
in the last momeiits.of . ooe .jof ithe^ ^ soi-rdisautT 
philosophers of Fraucar-rthc^ would not allo^ 
-place for repentance J' '.. • . i .. "• 

But in one wish he was: doomed I to: be dis« 
fippoinfeed.. Bosanne: could by. nothing ba in^ 
iduced to the atudy of the. learned iknguagea ; 
lind this unaciioufaLtabLe aversion he : coold^not 
Ixace farther tlian to a natural weak, femimnc^ 
ifivolity, which, he did not aee.ihjoth^ pbrti 
2pf her composition. Madtmoiaelle Coss&rt, iii 

K 2 ' 
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elLplaiiiiiig it to him, indeed, classed it witb 
her' early love for a doll and a needle, two 
things which she treated with the utmost con^^ 
tempt, and. stigmatized, as far as Bellarmine's 
natural jealousy for the honour of his child would, 
allow, as the types of a character destined t0 
the mean interests of the nursery and the toi« 
lette.^ But Bellarmine, who, tliough he.smo« 
thered, could never overcome his feeling pf dis<» 
like to his daughter's goveme^*^a dislike aU 
ways kindletl by the sight of her«-*wonld, iii 
their conversation on this subject, bring for^ 
ward, almost against his own system, instances 
of women distinguished, in his native country; 
for blending feminine tastes and pursuits with 
attainments not common to their sex, * A 
doll,' said he, ^taught one of my first flames 
to use her hands in the service of others, when, 
poor . creature f her health deprived her nearly 
^f all comfort for herself: and the famous in* 
stance,' added be, ^ of my countrywoman Mrs^ 
Carter, who, in an uninterrupted attention to 
domestic duties, translated Epictetus and fitted 
her brother for the university, can never be for- 
gotten :-^I protest it is enough to make one ve- 
perate a needle when one thinks of its being 
used by •such a woman. And though you^ 
Mademoiselle, as a good Gaul, can never, I 
know, entertain any sentiments in favour of uS 
firitonsj ^et :I assure yoii that when I left Eog- 
hm4p thei'e were women there, possessing all the 
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gr^oe^ pf thmr:;se?c, and on whom what they 
h^d borrowed from < us, ^C; perfectly well: they 
made, no pr^teiisions — ther? wa? no display, no 
affeQ^^tion of knowledge — but it was imj)0ssiblc 
.to conyewe with them ,for five ^linuies, without 
discovering that they had employed their time 
WfsUj— and tli^ recollection of this— the con- 
viction that Rosanne might have learned Latin 
and Greek, and yet have been as lovely as she 
is; makps mp regret stjll mo?:e this odd per- 
v^sen^jsl* .... 

: ^ But,, my dear Sir, if IVfiss Bellarmine were 
to read the works of the ancients, how is Bh% 
.to escape their superstitions ? You are afraid to 
give her ypur own country Homer, lest it 
jshould bring forward her inquisitiveness on tha 
;«ubject of a superintending power. Now if 
this excites your fear, what would you do if slie 
.got hold on Cicero, Marcus Antoninus, and many 
4>ther classics with whose writings I am perfectly 
acquainted, and who not only seem to adopt 
the notions of their time, but appear seeking 
for others still more precise, and every now 
and then ready to give into that which has 
been the weak belief and the political engine 
4)f succeeding ages ?' m^ 

' O ! I could have made selections^ as I have 
done in other instances, and had volumes writ- 
' ten and bound for her use, in the learned Ian- 
gjuages, as well as those which already forni 
Jicr Ubrary/ 

N 3 
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' Selecffons T said Mademoiselle Cossart; witft 
sometbing like disdain—' selections are sample, 
toy dear Sir i — forgive me — ^but if such a yoiing 
lady asiMiss Bellarmine once tasted your sample, 
J will answer for her, that she would not rest 
iill she had devoured the whole commodity f ■' 
"It was a drawn battle;— the conftatants rfr 
feededj' - • ' • '•■•'' . •. ^ . ' .-^ 
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' But MademoiseHe Cossart had reasons f^lr 
her opinion, or at least for supporting if. Fto^ 
ramie's disinclination bad been, if not acquired 
^dm her, strengthened by her : and thcAigh bj' 
'a little artifide-^very excusable under such cii?- 
<5umstance8-^she had appeared to her pupit rA- 
Commending and. persuading her t6 a cdmpit- 
^nce wkh her dear papa-s wish, she* was ih truth 

'exciting her.aversion to a branch of learnhig ih 

* • » • 

trhich, notwithstanding her perfect * acquaint- 
ance with the writers of antiquity, she wasi coi> 
«ciaus of her own deficienfcyi She had h^ 
stowed some months on Latin iti a temporary 
fit of envy, and had purchased the Port Royal 
^teek gi'ammar; and; excepting in a few' itt- 
stances, could .'read the character, when not 
contracted — and, in the hope of time to perfect 
herself, she had stretched her assertion^, when 
answering Mr. Bellarmine's queries, as far ^ 
they would bear;*— but in the multiplicity of 
her business, she had really had no' time to pro- 
secute studies of this kind; and what she had 

5 
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80 tepidly pfataioMl, ishehad tost :v^tth .Vqnal tt» 
krity. The Latin and Greek were tbei*eft«v 

ft 

^9tat^ off;* but With -an addmas that ooBcealed 
tiie Of)|MD9ing hand «Rtirely fnom Bellarmme, 
and did not aliow his daughter to aacectam 1% 
with sufficient precision to beti^y it 

litstory had, since the removal to Chateau^ 
VScq, seized on Rosanne's fancy ; and that cu? 
riosity which had been ^icGited by : the house 
itself, extended to times, andev^nti^ and peiH 
sons, ever so remotely connected <with it otwitb 
one another. In all this, she; was <»^ily;ai;d 
securely gratified.: The history of the world ii 
^.record of/activiB; exjertion, not s^cillattve 
opinions; and wars, battlea, tsieges, may be car^ 
Hed on by the aggressors, without any danger 
of diffusing superstition, and. tin the. pai!t of th4 
aggrieved with a relialnce on personal exi^tion 
that . needs no other recognitions but Of valour 
and- conduct. — And when, adon w!^a^ied with 
details of violence, she wished rather to hear of 
persons than of deeds, a very little garbling 
made hioffwfkiy At fojc her peilieal^ and if any 
relaxation of eare 4ad Ifeft the phrase * odour 
of sanctity/ to rrfeet hel* e^e, it was easily ex- 
plained to the satisfaction and lAerriment of all 

|»rties^ 

• ^ it W3a» not Belinrmiiie's iiit^dom to keeph;^ 
Ignibiwt of what he simuiliaiieeifusfy called iny- 
jthology : he ttieant to inform her of every spe- 
cies of itr-Chri^s^iAnity and all-— at a proper 

Nv4 
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time, and when her mind ww properly pre^ 
psred:-^but when thh season was to arrive, oe 
iirhat this preparation was to be, He had hot yet 
decided. Till the one was at hand, anil the 
6ther accomplished, he could not trust' her with 
any extensive knowledge even of poetry, at 
pioetry seemed to recognise at least a sort of 
presiding influence; and he knew he should be 
asked what \V'as meant by this ;*-^and if he said^ 
ni9piration[*^tir0re was no boundary to such in^ 
qnisitivenees as th^t-*— it was quite in the wrong 
track;/ He tried parts indeed of Lucretius<^*-but 
Luci^tius did' nQt catch her fancy; and Mades 
moiselle p^slunrtwas, by chance, right, wliea, 
finding the po^t rather cramp, she tbougfafc 
him a very unfit ' companion for ladiesr-and 
laughed with Mr. Bellarmine at the beautiful 
consistency of people calling themselves Chrisn 
tians, wild were endefivouring to mi^ke him a 
popular author {3). » 

NOTES. 

(1) Our admiratioB at what others have gained, m^l 
f ^aietimes he wetf adyanU^g^pudy Ipwered into ai toaisbmeiif 
at pur owi^ omissions. Hoir some people contrive not to 
know common thingg, or thin^ that seem forced on their 
knowledge, must ever be matter of question to those poSf 
sessing the ordinary faculties ef attention .and letentioiv 
Cilbbcm was certainly right in asserting thst the power of 
implication is the poif^t wl^ich settles ^le difference of intelf 
lectuaj attaininc^nt. MviQh reading, it is proved, does not 
answer any good purpose, where the digestive ability of th^ 
mind is weaL— -We all now read too n^uch^— -Few woiiieiii 
.3 



^aMhg th^ir time in' tlie common oeci^iti«H8 of penond' o# 
fanky read more than the dowager, ^ho, refirlMing ha^ die* 
mory with Humeri tfifitor^ of* England, hail proce^ed,' oil 
her owti'statemeht, ia fkr as the reign of King JoIqi tha> 
«eci6i]id'! And it ^wHsrA Tery pinns'-taldng Mto of tte ehurdi^ 
who quoted < the creed of 6a!l^t lilfeeniB$ V-^ — it oAniiot be^ 
exj^cted chat all persons who visit the. wo^a of painter* and 
sculptors, should haVe a tedimioal knowledge of* the artas 
dnd ^he afiectation of it is insupportable : but it waa certakdy) 
Tery surprising to hear a lady whose appearance and accomw 
panhnents bespoke a superior situation- in* Hf^^ defend a re«' 
|Nresentatton of our Saviour/ which was thongbt too youngt 
iby bidding her. friend recollect * how nrach longer peopl* 
Kved in those times, and therefore how mpcb yoi^nger tbqp^ 
inust look/ — It is literal fact. 

^n the other hand; how did a girl not more than sevenf 
years oM^ of ^ lowest order^^or she was carrying a biiskc# 
ef' greens' on her head->--aoquire an idea so correet as Aaf 
implied in har saying, ^ And it pcojeeted, so much that it wis 
impossible it could stand ?^ — And where bad a dir^ boy, at 
play in one of the streets near St. James's, learnt to say to 
one ef his companions, that some person had not ^ circulated 
fan the mechanical airangement of anodier V 



' (2) To Hiose who rejdce in all the improvements 
which we are beholden to the science, the talents, and tbo 
labours of the present age, and who really wish to be in good 
humour with their fellow-creatures, it is very unpleasant to 
remark on the increase of this difficulty which Bellamiine 
would have found, had his care been postponed till now« 
Hie difficulty has raised in importance, those writers who 
4)ave liltle to boast but that llieir productions cannot pos- 
sibly do any harm. But that even this negative merit is 
not general, may be infc^rred from the acknowledgments of 
B very sensftle woman of fashion to whom such a work had 
been recommended. * At a thne,* said she, * when the 
busy circulation of so much continental literature, and soma 
' of similar kind from our natiire soil, mi^esme femriuim^cll 
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%dMir# to reaiy it is « deligbtfiil kpIicUy io ;^ipi^m ,ta 
tldfH lip w ttiitiliinr HI whom we may place conli^enpe.'-^, 
The ^ i«|Nr9!ru>g lilliision was to the recent pubiication of th^ 
torraqpNttdeoce. of Baron de Grimin^ purveyor pf poosensei 
in Paris to Uie Duke of Saasa Got^a^^ work as wdl qair, 

«dated id smooth' idwnaQ the aspefities, of mq^ al vir^ir 
ML mdae decern^, appear * m ontrfi' thiag^ 40, any ,wje^ 
l^are^ for .Sfrnie time been fayoured with. The baron is. one^ 
nf those wbe think firebrands throwii in spoirt camiot da. 
mischief— a candid declaration of an unfounded opinion, 
xiiicii ought to be traashited into a public warning.-— v 
Tliose wlm cannot suhsoribe t% it* will feel som^ reluctance 
inputting hisi TQl«iBies» Entertaining as diey are, into; thai 
%nd6. of yo«ng per8oml.-«We certainly 4o; not want anji 
more stich works as Baron de Grimm't correspffidence*: . Wa^ 
have learnt anffioiently'firom him and his pred^iTesaenrSyf that 
the Frendi Academy wiUi ndule the Heavseb <<a GfHic {^ 
toopber-^^that^aolressesy and women of forfeited. C^Ari^er» 
^ere the ladies most to be envied for the inccJlse .^o8er^ 
them— -that it is not worth while to be of decent tifa .an4 
conversation in a place where no credit can be obtainad fof 
either«.*4ind that the arrangement of the Opera is an: ipnuner 
diate care of God Ahnighty. This is .quite enough aa I9 
matter qfJacty^'Let the metaphysicians take charga of our 
9pi7wmsj and we shall be complete.— Whmi pe«iW copies, and 
tiie destri^ing angel is commanded to sheathe his swordt 
ih«re will be leisure for all this corruption to germhpmte. It^ 
fruit will be more alluring and ito seeds more poisonous than 
heretofore, for it wiU be supposed not liable to adferveace 
with the neutralized properties of Christianity* 



(3) Can any one explain this enigma? — At a 
eook's at the west end of the town» eiltei:ed a porter heavily 
laden with large bundles of pliper.— H0 begged to be asr 
aisted in lowering thie boaod to which th^ were leashed^-^ 
' O r said one of She- ladies, rmsing ice*glaases, * you hay# 
brought our Lucretius-*-we are to^ have two copies** — ^Two 
Copies were left — Query, for the shop Or the librilry ? — for 
all ladies now have librari^ ;«-and 6ome in pt>lite life ha^e 
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indttlgencefl. The ftpecidfttimi of edaeadng tfa« 
daughters of butchers and bakers, and even lower traders, 
for the sitiiations of g ov e rnes s es,^ excuses a vast deal that 
would otherwise be ludicrous. • Whetbet such persons are 
more eUgible than the daughters of clergjnmen, and artists, 
and men of professions, is a question not to be discussed on 
this page» which shall be rather used to record a proof ^ 
{noderh refinement in the wii^ of a yeftder of tr^, ^^c whO| 
Ifith the lofty view above mentioned* * knocked «p>' as she 
said, * a bit of a place a-top of the house, where her Augusta 
might have her Mounseer.'— -Of a lower description of emu« 
lation, perhaps, was the dealer m vegetables, who threats 
ened her Sophy, that < if she did not carry them these .tur^ 
fi(fB dirOctly» ^ Aould not go to Aepatrln-vaus school/ » 
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, CHAPTjER XV. 

C^incvHSCRXBED ad was B^samie^s * iliiad in its 
Held of action, always recoirmg on itiself, and 
with p'o l)igher bccupatiofi' than that of fiarfjng 
isimusemeiit for her senses, Jt could not claim'the 
praise often justly bestowed on the promising 
qnaliti^ of children younfger-than herself; but 
that which her father depended on, under his 
own guidance, to repay his labours, had been the 
strong and rapid perception, with which she re* 
ceived whatever was presented to her judgment. 
Seeing a fact in common life or in history, she 
quickly understood its probable effect, and its 
bearing on those whom it regarded. Imbecility^ 
inconsistency, the petty dishonesty of selfish* 
ness, the craft of the ambitious, the weakness 
of good intentions not well followed up, all 
struck her correctly; but her own conduct did 
not now, even as frequently as hefetoforei agree 
with those perceptions. Without temptation to 
do wrong, she would do right; but she was 
open to every impulse of inclination—' Why/ 
said her father, astonished, ' the good that was 
in her is wearing out !'-— There was no, one at 
hand to ask him whether it was not expressly 
against such contingencies, that ChHstianity 
provided, or whether he could expect n stronger 
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gjfowi^ of even moral virtuei from the sand^ 
soil he had made for hid experiment The ^ Vie^ 
getable mould* was exhausting without renew4 
kig. 

The avidity with which she had begun to read, 
in a few months deserted her ; and her fathet 
perceiving the change, and endeavoaring to 
trace it to its cause, judiciously gave way* H« 
fancied her mind was growing oppressed by the 
accuinulation of ideas, and feared that, if urged 
further, it woiildwaste itself in speculative ima** 
gination. He did not suspect that it wa& by hit 
parsimony that she suffered, while he was so 
lavish-^but he observed the increase of her 
fretful impatience, and saw, with some anxiety^ 
that one idea implanted in her mind, some* 
times led to another which he had endeavoured 
to exclude, and that from, two propositions 
which he had labour^ to keep distinct^ she 
*would, at times, draw a connecting ccmclusioa 
not easily to be denied. . ., 

- He had cnltivatsed a disposition to scepticism, 
with a view to produce infidelity on the subject 
of what he termed ' imposed systems ;' but tills 
9cepticism, knowing no distinction of dbg'ects^ 
threatened to involve new doctrines which it 
wai» not permitted to question, with old ones 
which it was as little perautted to . adopt He. 
saw her inclined to disfmss, .as unworthy of :b&[ 
attention^ ^hat which, . he told her, Avas aiaore 
tht. level of : her uisderstmiiing^ itnd ^submitting 
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toorearl^^'to an immaturje jvt^kgm^tf vdi^t.sfa^Htd 
have be^ii iteitrved for a i^e^^^on of iqaturityi i^ 
ff iwh cDnfidencc tltet h6 co»W, 1«4 that judgT 
ment, he found that he was making an obatinat^ 
prmghtf iMtfefed 6f d auhftiiasire^iwifiK or even 
E- fail ugimtr.: a :canjgiQquen6e tjh^t migjiti ^ay!? 
been foneseran whtre n^ pdn^ipU&s of duty ain4 
obedience had been preyicnwly efit^yigb^d— r 
when she bad bee;n accustomed to b^r su|><M:dit 
iiation depreciated, ahd knew nd readim ^by \^ 
father or any being* m or out of tbe/w6iji(^ 
«ras entitled tx> more deference than herself. 
. ' Under these cirqunikstanees, he felt it nitcesr 
tai^y again to alter his mode of proceeding, andt 
though to the increase of his labour^ to m^iiOt 
Ifiimself almost the solb organ of her instructtoti. 
IThis took her still mdreout ofitheliands of Mi*^ 
demoiselle Cos^rt; for she wds to .livd nearly 
ihe whole day in her father's study-^-ste wais 1^ 
carry ot^ there, even those occiipaticms that were 
unconnected with literature, that she might at 
all times be ready to receive bis oral instmc* 
tion* / 

Every thing now became' a thesid. The paasr 
kig events ied back to ancient precedent, and 
forward lata a speculative futurity, seldom of a 
.very iheeiing^ aspect ; mA in connection with 
these, the natural operation hy which cauiea 
and effects tread the. same dull round, and come 
agam to the point froih which th^ aet..x»itr^ 
«i(incin^ a ' melattcholy necessity and. fruitksi» 
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t&it-— was k si>eiralfition that aecompanieil Rcfi 
siAiie^s maniial labours^ and iuterWQV^ it^lf witl^ 

flion; in lierniiad, ^^ she felt induct ry:»lm^>^ 
ehildiflli; . 

/ ^ Prom .aQ&uig jto notliihg/ the, fay^urite 
aauom of fidlarmine, .wa#a disoovery. tiiat plsHfi^dk 
the utmost sh^ could do, in a very diae^uragiu^ 
^bt'fo^ OGntenspl^ion.; Moral obligations he 
doaisklered aa to be spu^t from the alembic of 
]»nn^ interests ; and arithmetic and chemi^tfy^ 
tke. Imlaiiceiaad the result^ in all csisei took %hf 
deacisiye atttfacfjfcjr. Such a train of thoMght^ 
affecting to ieek ^justice, passed ovet equity^ 
asMlm its way anaiil^ilated . all those beautifq| 
enbellishmeiita.of d^aracter, all that fine tact of 
mkmliafatasy aM ihose.exquiaite toocfaes of o^lei^r 
tiat liinfemblande^ which, even to nfutnkiiid ih iti 
mm stat^ give campamtivc dignUy and can: 
tona^ importance, . ./ 

' He communicated his mformation in an agie^ 
able manner. He had made chaifts and aiistraotl 
ittited to the lesson of the day« He . deducie^ 
mthher the stages of decadence, .which fmm.a 
certbua- pointy he told her, formed thti pfOgMis; 
«f ttkis world in all its modes* andifkshiims ; hi 
volled a ball up a; slope: he bade her nmrk the 
iotptllse required to make it rise to the, top, and 
tlie accelerating velocity with which it tetumed 
•to' the bottiinn ;— * Just so/ said he, hasit feted 
Witit the great states and empires of Ibe woiM; 
^tiw4ttmost. ability was needed to raise ^^em to 
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their height : their own natiiml tendency — ifatf 
tendency of ali things to annihilation«-^8erTe8^ 
without impulse, to roll them in the dust;. and 
if any thing stops them, as some little inrngb^ 
ness in the ground stopped, yoii saw, this .bill, 
still they proceed again, and peFha|>s with in-'. 
Creased velocity. 

Of animated beings lie siipposed an immense 
irhain comprehending every possible species and 
form of existence, combined fortuitously, and 
fortuitously separating. Good and ill, t&eve^ 
forei-^^though of temporary importance, as a€» 
fecttng the peice of; mankind and the comnoa 
and individual well-being of society, were not 
to be regarded as abstract properties. Virtue \9m 
an ideal estate, that every man must leave be^ 
bind him : vice — in his vocabulary called ini^ 
prudence, was an annuity, from the payment of 
which he was exonerated by his own decomapo^ 
fitiott. To defer the period of annihilation he^ 
ing the natural wish of all human cneaturedi 
whatever could iujure vitality was to be shunned^ 
consequently, temperance was a virtue to .be 
cultivated, and laws, which made crimes siffock 
life, were to be obeyed : but still to enjoy the 
good ^ings of this state of existence, as far m 
was safe, and consistent with general utility^ 
was a point of self-concern, as the mafuteAaa^^ 
of a right which it was contemptible to give \^ 
and some counterbalance to the wretchfscib^ss 
widi which life is fraught^ Liberty of actiop^ 
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Tvas to be jealously, preserved, as the necessary 
TMean of procuring gratification j and liberty of 
thought was the privilege of every human beings 
The patriotism of which she read^ was the enthu-t 
siasm of individuals; and enthusiasm she would 
see existing in all possible fonns, from the natural 
instincts up to the,vain efforts of insanity. Loy- 
alty he described as the mad preference of on^ 
worthless individual to another; and submissioii 
to authority, the utility of which might be ques^^ 
tioned, as little less than the weakness of thos9 
who knew not the game of the world; 
. Of female virtues, he was so polite> or so po* 
litic, as to speak in term$ of great respect : they 
were necessary to the existence of society, and 
were to be practised on abstract considerations. 
»-^They were part of that law from which there, 
was no appeal— ^the common consent of mankind. . 
In return for this obedience, women were pro- 
tected, and informed, and allowed to influence' 
the affairs of men^ 

* » 

*Itis strange,' thought Jlosatine in her mo- 
ttients of lively meditation, ' that there should 
be so much done for a set of creatures, who are 
to live for so short a time— and if good and evil 
are such trifles^ I wonder people who are not 
selfish, should ever be good/ Inquiring for sa- 
tiisfaction on this point, her father opened to her 
view, that code of imaginary obligation called 
honour, and explained to her that gratuitous feel* 
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ing of the Imman mind, which makes iiYett 
* seek the bubble reputation, even at the cannon's 
mouth,' On this principle, to be sure, much 
was to be accounted for, which would otherwise 
have slept with the obsolete doctrinfe of * occult 
qualities;' and he felt very much obliged to 
soqie of the moralists and edtifcation-mongers of 
bis and our time, Avho, by a similar substitu- 
tion, have admirably contrived to do without God 
Almighty, in his own creation. Bellarmine had 
no dill^culty in procuring all these publications! 
—they were, more or less, suited to the climate 
of France : he purchased with avidity, and he 
read— till he almost thought he must be right 
when so ably supported. 

Bellarmine, as a man, as a scholar^ and still 
more as a father, bore about him, in colloquial 
didactic, a power, which the instructor, speaking 
only by the lettered page, could not assume. 
Tone, manner, look, would, if not enforce con- 
■viction, silence objection, and prevent discus- 
sion ; aftd a thousand petty artifices^ almost un- 
consciously used, will make a specious verbal 
teacher appear an oracle. — Rosanne listened in* 
silence, and endeavoured to remember, if not 
to believe, Chat * general utility is the only 
jOfround of great actions;' that * universalliberty 
is the pursuit, and the justifiable pursuit, of 
the human race' — that * the tyranny of the great 
forms the suHerings of die little'— that ' the 
turpitude x)f ,all ^oyernmenta ocgasionS' the 



lh!ii*usd of all govemitient'-^-that the noti-obli- 
gation to any species of obedience^ as produc-^ 
live of infinite good, is to be insisted on; and 
that the never-failing certainty of physio- 
gnomyi the powers of calculation, the respect 
due to metaphysical reasonings and the tlostf 
connexioii of moral with physical evil, werd 
points she would betray her ignorance by dis* 
puting-^all which axioms were to find their final 
use, and the consummation df their wisdom, in 
the verified establishment of that grand disco- 
Very, the dissolution^ decomposition^ and total 
annihilation consequent on deaths 



Mademoiselle Cossatt, left very tniich to 
the free use of her time, and not of a ' disposi- 
tion to let her talehts rust for want of. use, had 
now engaged heartily in the views of some of 
her former friends, in Paris, and present neigh^ 
boiirsj in the town nearest Chateau- Vicq, who^ 
having got little by one party^ but tliat without 
which they would .have been as happy^ as rich^ 
nild as respectable^ were lendiqg theit* aid to 
other schemed then in great forwardness^ the 
success of which might indeed lessen th^ir indl^ 
vidual importance^ but would secure td them 
that provision for the necessities of life which 
they had formerly, in their zeal for * public uti<^ 
lity, seemed very much to tinder value. Her 
Iteady powers were employed in trying th« 
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ground on .which others were to march ; and 
she had, according tp the orders she received, to 
recommend with her pen new experiments in 
politics, and to attack by her wit those to which 
she had heretofore been friertdly. * * 

With these ideas, which she was compelled to 
keep to herself, ever uppermost in her mind- 
just fresh from weighing considerations of oppo* 
iite tendencies, and led by interest, if not by 
conviction, to a certain determination, it was 
adriiitting sounds discordant to her train o^ 
thought, when Rosanne brought for discussion 
those dbctiines which, a short time before, Were 
to all appearance as much Madeitioiselle Cos- 
sart's as Mr. Bellarmine's ; and in her wish to 
resume her chain of interrupted reasoning, and 
not easily turned from the then bias of her opi- 
nions, her answers were very diiferent, even front 
thofee sentiments which Rosanne remembered to 
have been hers. Puzzled still more than when! 
she had begun to ^tate her questioxis, Rosdnne 
grew importunate, and her instructor peevish ; 
and the conversation would end, on the part of 
the latter, in a sort of petulant betraying a grand 
secret in the art of life*— thfe concentititidn of 
bur wishds and views on our own individual and 

• * * 

indivisible personal advantage. 

' ' I thought^ said Rosanne, * my father ha4 
told me that the general good— the good of 
every body — ^was to be our concern/ 

' * True,' said MadefrnpisdW Qossar^; ^ bat how ' 
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is the good of others to be procured, if we 
neglect our own good? • Look a^ that elm — if 
you wished to take the best care you could of it 
in a dry season, would you think watering jcverjr 
leaf necessary ? — would you risk breaking your 
rijeck in climbing the trunk, or being, dashed on 
the ground in crawling on hands and knees 
ilong each bough? Would you hot rather water 
the root r-rCertainly you would;-— well then/ 
only consider yourself as the root, ^nd depend 
on it, the boughs, branches, twigs, /and. foliage^ 
of others will derive uoujishmeiit' suffici^n^ 
from you. . • ., 

Rosanne wa§ pleased with the exeihplificatiou 
—she thought it perfectly correct— and she be-v 
^ame convinced that to take care of h^f owa. 
comforts /and enjoyments was proper, and what 
her father meant by * general utility/ 
' Her sense of right now became sadly vi-. 
tiated : — herself increased in importance, and 
formed a centre,' the tendency to which grew 
every day stronger. — * But whyi , then/ said: 
she to herself, * was I told I was. wrongs 
when I used to say that things were good if 
I liked them, and bad if I did not? .1 re-! 
member being laughed at about the rose-l?ush j;[ 
but I suppose, I was, after all, right; for this is 
just the same way of thinking, — I certainly had 
no occasion to alter that opinion. Well ! I in^a-. 
,gine, then, all my other childish notions wer» 
right/ \ ' 

OS- 
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CHAPTER XVI, 

To '^ve her exercise, and to keep up her prac« 
tice of dancing, a little troop of children from 
ihe hamlet and village were occasionally ad- 
mitted, under gre^t restrictions, at Chateau- Vicq, 
and trained to what was required from them j 
9nd Rosanne's maimers, and the liberality she 
was allowe4 to indulge, had made it matter of 
pretension, to be included in her groupe. Her 
fathe|;'s good sense had pointed out to hi^n the 
liecessity of supplying the want of society to 
the formation of her mannersi, by the ^crupur* 
)ous practice of ^ etiquette ;* and ui)der this habit^ 
her behaviour was ready for her introduction, 
to the world. Nothing was dispensed with in 
the forms of politenes3i in the arrangement of 
^is table, or in attention to her dress; an4 
whenever she went, eveq to the town, she wa^ 
^natter of curiosity and respect 

But in a short tim^, it was p^rceptil)le, that oi) 
fome principle, not imrpediat^ly to be tr^ced^ 
she was^ though still attentive to foymSj grow- 
ing arbitrary apiongst these childrent She ^vo^ld 
take frop a.ny of thgm, a pebble or a shell that 
she discovered in their possession; and her go^ 
vemess having, for vpry prudential reiasons, used 
infinite pains, rather again^t^ th? natural disposi- 
tion of JVtiss.Bellarmine, to Fand all the tender* 
pess^s she perceived spro\iting, on dogs, birds, 
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Injects, and every thing that was in no' danger 
erf returning them, a lory, of which one df the 
village-train was the happy and incautiously^ 
exulting owner, became the object of he? ^z^ 
sionate covetousness. She ordered it, as if 
merely gratifying her curiosity, to he brought 
to her ; and the sight of i( made that a resolu- 
tion, which before had beeh.but a widb« Dis- 
daining to beg it, she offered extravagant piy^ 
inent; she was not astonished th^t it Xvas-ip^ 
iused, . because, even- in her eyes, the bird was 
a better thing than money ; but she was en^ 
raged: at a refusal to herself. Using a. little 
craft, she now seemed disposed to a comproi- 
mise, and requested that tlie bird might be 
left with her till the next day :-r-the reluctance 
of the owner was affronting, but it gave way 
to her whispered threats; the bird was tefik, but 
on terms not at all understood between the paa> 
ties I — the least of Miss Bellaiinine's intentions 
was to return it 

Not conscious that she was doing that which 
it was prudent to conceal, the design was he^ 
trayqd, and the bird restored to its owner; but, 
£ortified as she was with reasoning, her father 
had no method of counteracting this new error» 
but by pointmg out the probability and dang^ 
of revenge where injury was offered-^* I should 
have been told this/ said she, muttering to her* 
self, ^ when Mademoiselle Cossart talked about 
watering the root of the elm-r-rw^ll ! I sliall not 

o 4 
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do 90 again-^-pI should be afraid-!-*yet I wish I 
had the bird — I never saw such beautiful colours 
T-I was obliged to let it go backn— but I mil 
get it/ 

She succeeded in her attempt. A servant 
fetched her the bird ; and the little owner of it 
came no more. She kept her new plaything 
put of sight, and .began to enjoy the pleasure 
of the triumph, when the mother of the injured 
ohild came with an humble complaint, and Mf^ 
Bellarminei perhaps more angry at being out*r 
witted, than at the offence itself, used a higher 
tone than usualwith his daughter: but she could 
now defend herself, and refusing to yield to any 
arguments, he had to seek for a new method of 
arguing — ^he could restore the lory again to the 
proprietor, but he could not restore Rosanne to 
her obedience. 

Mademoiselle Cossart, on. being consulted, hit 
pn the happy expedient of retaliation. Rosanne'a 
last new obligation to her father's indulgence 
was seized on: it was an atlas; and having 
been on purpose refused it, till her wish for it 
became very ardent, and then kept in suspense, 
as an expedient for reducing her from her height 
of independence, the possession had been doubly 
and trebly dear. 

But even under this impending danger, she he-s 
sitated; |br though the atlas was unquestionably 
nore valuable and more ^ratifyin^. to her tb^i^ 
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% bird, whose plumage was its only recommend-' 
ation, yet there was now superadded to covet- 
wisness, a degi'ec of obstinacy that she could 
not, with no other imptil^es than were allowed 
for her assistance in such conflicts, easily over* 
come, ' 

She. held out four-and^twehiy hours, and then 
capitulated. ^Her father, too indignant to see 
her, ^referred her to Madeitioiselle Cossart^fof 
fepri^hension ; and from her she received it. But 
how wa^ she to be so reprelierided as to apply 
th? experience purchased in this instance, to ati^ 
future case? - Duty to God, there was none t6 
infringe, because hone had ef er been tati^t her 
r— duty to a' fellow-creature could hardly be 
named, without bringing to her recollection thd 
justification of man in his savage state— ^the law 
of nature — the lamb arid the lion — the right to 
use natural power — the principle of self-loV6 
given us by nature for our preservatiofi— of 
which. she had so frequently heard from her fa- 
ther, with Mademoiselle Cossart"s owii gos- 
samer commentaries and wild analogies. What 
had general utility te do between two persons, 
the one so far below the other in rank ? — Laws 
and commandments could not be quoted — that 
a paltry desire to possess a thing neither of use 
nor of real value, had led to a degree of co- 
vetousness manifesting itself by theft and rapine, 
was nothing to Rosanne, who had scarcely any 
idea of the sacredness of property, 
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There were then but two perceptions in her 
niind that could be addressed ; the one was 
pride dfessed up as honour, the other, compas-^ 
pion. Mademoiselle Cossart preferred the for- 
paer^ as a helm by which she could alway3 
guide — the latter, as she could seldom find 
^ans of exciting it herself, might be dangerous 
in the hands of others, and was, moreover, rar 
ther inconsistent with that firm . tone of mind 
which Mr* Bellarmine's system r^eommended. 
She therefore spoke energetically to that feeling 
which, in a more common mode of education, 
would have appeared 91 Rosanne already su* 
perabundant, but which, if it was to be the re- 
gulating principle of her actions, must, at any 
cost and hazard, be kept in its highest perfec* 
tion; and she had the satisfaction of fitiding 
herself successful. — Rosanne changed colour*^ 
she put her hands before her &ce, and begged 
^hat nothing more might be said' to her, ^as she 
should never now take auy thing from any body 
again.' . r 

In a few days all remembrance of the affair 
seemed lost — the individual point was carried, 
and this sufficed, as Rosanne's discipline was,, of 
necessity, made up of individualities* In her 
father's bribing attention to her pleasures, and 
almost to her humours, it escaped his recollec- 
tion, that for some time Rosanne, who had been 
fond of passing tlirough the village, and had 



been eager for the 4ances, , ia yfj^loh the lit^e 
troop were practised, tx> exercise rhcjr, icQn^rive4 
ilfaiforalvto.ayoi'd the former, and. .had ]^Vk 
indrsposedx)!! tinfi stateid day§ of th^ latter. , .. 

The paiuful recollection oC th^t whiqh .had 
been uiade^ to wound her, prid^ hpweyer, wore 
off, ajul oeppihing neglj^ent,^ §|ie found _hersejf 
one 4ay, when in her father^s qairrijagjp .wit^,Qnl}| 
Mademoiselle Cossart, opposi^.the.dooi;^f .th^ 
cottage from whicli she had so forcibly takei;! the 
bird, *Mbn piou. said her companion— -rRo^anne 
t^jxnedher h^ad- at the new exp.r^asiQn, which 
surprise li9.d forccid out-^and ^theii directlijgp her 
eyes to that «pot w^ch seeipedjbo .have e^s^qited 
the i^idden emotion, ^hq sa^^ the[ upfortui^atf^ 
lory.-^She threw herseff back in rthe carriage^ 
while Mademoiselle Cossart, renting her exi% 
clamation, addedr-VThe lory .is4j5tuSi?d'— pooF 
$oul !j — 't is dead/ . 

Ilqsanne was thunderstruck-^she )t)egged they, 
might stop. iThis, aj^ expressly forbidden, in aU 
cajses, was opposed ; and she was reminded of 
her pride» and the prudence of keeping aloof^ 
where t|iere might be cause of complaint : — but 
Hosanne was deaf to. admonition; she herself 
ordered the carriage to be stopped ; and pi)003*^ 
iDg to alight, her guide was, by virtue of her* 
office, obliged to follow her, because she. coulfi* 
no way re3train her. 

Entering the cottage, with a character abou^ 
hex th^t would haye excited pity for the violence 



^ « 



^f)4 ROSANkfe/ 

loflfefedi by k cfdel system, to a generous nature,^ 
which might have given hppes of any thing 
^o6d, to'*those who had judiciously loved her, 
Rosantieittbuired after the bird, 'and! was* told' 
by *the m'bthgr'of the owner— ^withbyt resent-, 
merit or rfe^rbacfh, but' with "respect arid gen- 
tleness— that * it had ' died . the day after it ' was 
brought horiie, ' 'owing,' as she observed/^ per^ 
haps 'to having ibmethmg given it to eat at 
the chateau, which it was jpot used to/-— 

* Such thingi,* the woriiah said, * would hap-' 
pen'-^* there was no help for it' — * she had told 
her little boy iso, when he grieved about if— • 

* she had bid him' thlnW what she and his poor 
dead fatheir had suffered themselves, and not 
think about loVietf. She was very sorry $he had 
ever been persuaded to ask for the bird again : 
she saw now it was very" wrori^/ 

The boy, at the moment, entered at thiTback 
door of thtf cottage, and Rosaniie perceived £he 
effect of her presence on' his c^tintenance — ^he 
bowed— there was no insolence in his look: he 
seemed, even now, to respecfcher^afid w?pedaway, 
with the back of his hand, his starting tears, as 
if fearful they should wound her. But she \yas 
already deeply wounded; she sate dowto, not- 
withstanding all Mademoiselle Cossart's remon- 
strances, and wept without restraint: the bird 
was forgotten in the attention to her ; the boy 
began to excuse .her to herself; and the mother. 
to* if nothing else would do, took the lory dut 



i)f sight :- but this had no effect. ' RoseimeV 
tears, when they had exhausted their source^ 
only gave place to words not . at : all according 
with the tints of ' politeness' — * dignity'.— •, 

* pride'—' what was due to herself aud to he* 
father' — and others of the same nature, wbicli^ 
her governess, by speaking in English, prevent- 
#d fij^om being understood, and used as st^ptics^ 

Nothing appeased Kosatine, till the boy, on 
her request, assured her he forgave h^r, and 
kissed'her hand; and till the niother begged her 

* to think no more of the Jory, for ^hey nevei 
should, without recollecting her good heairt:* 
her purse was in . her hand, to afford them the 
means of buying another blr^ ; but its cont&atg, 
were far beyond the p^rpose, and whei^ it waa 
emptied into the woman's lap—* mother!' 
exclaimed the boy, .^^ sister Jannette may now, 
marry Guillot,, for here 'smore than enough, I 'm* 
sure, to buy all they want; and as for the lory. 
I can get another given me, I kno\f, if Ma- 
demoiselle can't be happy if I have not one.' 

Rosanne was now agonized by different feel-; 
itigs — she was becoming the source of good in- 
stead of evil; but jshe . could not give , way to^ 
such a hope ; she would have departed ; but a^ 
voice of sobbing caught her ear^ and, by the 
movemen^tof a clqset-door, she saw someone 
concealed. — The woman, watching suspiciously^ 
the direction of her eyes, opened the dooy^ .and, 
shaking hQr head, with,> deep sigh, .4i5poyQred 
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^c*' Jannfettt,, wftd had, . for powerful reason^ 
cbtfeealefi herSeifi 

' Rfaldemoisell6 /C6s»Wrt sooji undcfrstbod bow 
ftcce^table aii J how opportune was her pupirst 
fiberallty ; and withdrawing her to her carriage^ 
iff^ithoUt'explaining to her Jannette'd particular 
cause for gratitudp, she gave . her/ with part of 
the com mentation due to her, a lesson on 'the 
fit ahd becoming/ which did not very well ac-. 
cofd With the present high state of the young 
lady's feelings, or with her settling opinions qt 
the juc|gmen):of her'teachers« ,. 

t I k t ... . t 

Whatever opposition there had hitherto beeii 

lii Rosannes .mirid to the wfll of opinions of 

others, ha4 biten'fdunded only on her oMrn ; and 

having had no oiieio confirm her in. them, they 

had taken their chance for being maintained or 

aismissed : but now she felt hei'self opposed 

Inhere others, and something beyond the opinion 

of others, told her she was right,5 and theadveii-^ 

tqre of the lory h^d effects which, as he was not 

letjnto it, puzzled her father. She seemed lesi^ 

satisfied than ever— she did not give, even iir, 

external manners, or in the degree she had here** 

tofore, the implicit credit demanded, of hef. 

Bellarmine complained to his co-adjutrix^-^thi^ 

second complaint Was more firm than the first>^ 

• .Rosanne,' he said, * was little short of disputing^ 

his right to govern her :* — the third complaint 

hinted at Mstdemoiselle Cossart's want of authd^ 



thy', aiidnaa ^sentence t)een'fini3h6c^$'66^a&#' 

t t 

how it would h'aVe concluded: she therfefofc wias' 
oWiged to uiidertakefor *a thorough reform/ and - 
this she sobn was miade to feel she must putchaie J ' 
for she could not connnapd it. A little pretend** 
ed confidence with her pupil served to int^est 
her : she told Rosanne how much dissatisfied* he* ^ 
father was*~ihat he did not blame his daughter^ ' 
but her* — ^and that, in short, her dismissioli^ 
would very soon follow^ unless the politeness 
of Miss Bellarmin^ would avert that which she- 
Scrupled not to own would, * after such ah exclu- 
sion from the world, and the sacrifice. of her* 
friends to the s&cred charge she had undertaken,* 

r 

be nothing short of ruin to hen 

Rosanne, whose feelings had been dnce called 
ill to action, was more easily worked dn* by ^aii* 
appeal to them; and making some complaint of 
her father's arbitrary compulsions, she ycft pro*l 
mised to forbear, where the want of forbeararice"* 
^ight injure another. ^ ^ 

She kept h« word, as long ils^ theMnhpul^e- 
remained' on her memory; but the* seascim' t>f" 
liberty was returned, and she felt it as a hard»-^ 
ship, that her father, who was grown" stgs^n hy^-^* 
pochondriac, and anxious for the evtbt of poliV 
tical circumstances which were rismgina dts-^ 
tant horizon, was' less disposed to cxertibnr 
that contributed to lier pleasure and atnuse-^ 
ment. Any ailment, fancied or real, that bb*i 
str^cted the little Tariations of his isimilar da^^^ 



ttf' ni9d<3 him fail la his system 9^ bribes^ liad 
ific^re effect than ever on his .temper; and that 
hti^iyg^bet^mg state of mind|.whi(^ in a better 
eduqatjon- would have giyei^ force to good bar* ^ 
bits, was wasting itself in confirming bad ones« 

Again the governess was driven to expe-. 
d^ents; and Rosanne now; beginning to express 
openly to her, her dissatisfaction when any thing 
tl^jMrarted her or was denied her,^ it seemed the 
fortunate moment for entering with her into, 
a private scheme, in which a division of the ad- 
vantages might secure each party from the 
treachery of the other- 

Mademoiselle Cossart's corert use of her ta- 
lents had been sufficipntly ; repaid on various oc- 
casions of exertion, to. interest her in the sue* 
ce^ of her party ; and^ in the chief town near 
them, there had arrived persons whom it was 
particularly shackling to her . not to be allowed 
to receive. 

The novelty of society, she knew, wduld be 
a bait lo the curiosity of Rosanne, and would 
induce her to think less of her father^^ demandiT 
Qn h^n She therefore opened to her a plan she had 
devised for occasional evening-^meetings; with 
these friends, in her own apartments, which be«, 
ingat a great distance from the part of the cha^ 
teau Mr. Bellarmine occupied, . and there being 
one evening in a week when he was engaged with 
persons employed on his estate, might be con*', 
ducted very privately ; and a^ his extreme^ cart. 



ROSANNB. £09 

for his health confined htm to stated hours' of 
being abroad, there was no danger of detection, 
if the servants knew that secrecy was the injunc* 
tion of Miss Bellarmine. 

Nothing could be more delightful toRosanne 
than this scheme when carried into eflfect. It in- 
cluded a pleasure • to which she had, till now, 
never been introduced — that of the palate; for 
the * petits soupers' were admirably calculated to 
whet any inclination to ' gourmandise,' and a 
bribe to the cook brought out a great deal of 
talent in this way. Beside this, Rosanne had the 
delight of meeting, occasionally, five or six per- 
sons of various pretensions : she heard of foreign 
countries and foreign affairs, of pictures and 
statues, of arts and sciences,- of literature, and of 
the exertion of intellect, in language new to hen 
Bellarmine had talked of means to rule the 
world : these carried no captivation with them ; 
but now she heard of means to win its favour,; 
and* share its enjoyments ; and the interesting, 
the touching, the dazzling, the fascinating^ 
were terms substituted for the cold calculations 
of a benumbing philosophy. Glory, fame, pub- 
lic opinion, took place of selfishness and cautious 
distrust; and though she was not, even now, • 
allowed to see a better prospect — for her go- 
verness was, perhaps through fear of detection, . 
faithful in this part of her undertaking — she 
seemed carried along the road that led to no* 
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things oi a mitch itaiiOthfiX $urfa{Qe> and m » 
far pleasanter vehicle. 

Some of tbe^ per sobs adtnitted (o tU^ \ eaterifi' 
had accomplishments whicfc they were lipt utt^ 
wiUiBg to maloe serviceable to the ftim^^qii^nt 
gS a young lady so situated, a^d reconpiiii&eMkd 
$0 fbrctbly to their attention. She wa» grft-r 
tuitously iQ>proved in her knowledge of musie 
aod painting: her style of dres», and the manage-r 
meiat of her person, became the care of one o? 
Iwo. female^s who had intercourse with Faii$ : 
ly&w tastes were awakened^ and a winter was 
pi^^d moat agreeably — Bellarmbsie confining 
hiniself to hi3 wing of the (^>aaean, and not afc 
^ awflire ^f the personages whom his house oo- 
Qa^ionally harboured* 

i^osaanf^ became atiad^t an caution; but noir 
1% wat difficuH to her to endure detention im 
hev father a study^ if MademoiseUe Coasart'a 
apartmenta lodged any one of her visiting 
friendsi The irkaoxaepeaa was perceptible; and 
when fieUarmine mentioned it as a new cause of 
diaquiety and as afflicting him> by the courier 
tioa that ali his hopes from hii; labaars would 
' he dijSiappointed if his daughter detached her 
affections from him, it became d}atter of exeis 
tipn perpetnally renewed, to prevsdl onRnsann^; 
to submit with any sort of grace. 

In vain JViademoiselle Cossar(t endeavoured to ' 
permade her that the. time of tuitiba was neajrl^p^ 
at an end* Rosanne^ weary of proceeding, £6jr 

3 
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no pnurpose^ ii^ that wbtcfa no^t kaid fiQt th^ 
cbaorm of novelty, but was covnparatively dull^ 
and begimikig to question her father's opinions, 
bad converted her pleasures into tasks ; and he 
with grief, and almost with tears, cohfesseA his 
error, in imagining her abilities what he bald 
thought them, or her disposition such as w'ouM 
do credit to his toil :— * I oUght to hive foresee^/ 
said fae> * that a girl with tio higher a taste tlian 
for feminine amusements, could never answev^my 
expectations : she wants a classic mind*^-^what 
could distinguish her from tlie common charac* 
ters 6f her sex, but die track of the few celebrated 
women in Europe? Tis Latin and Greek she 
wants— I ought to have made her, even against 
her will^ a classical scholar: she will nbw be no^ 
thing' that I wished her; for, as to comtxmn 
attainments, I feel that they will not satisfy 
me. I hoped I might have seen her able to 
take a high station in society, like the Duchess 

de C f influencing a ministry by her sound 

judgment and strong sense ; or, like Madame 
assembling all the wit and genius^ of the 
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time at my house. I know the importance of 
women, in times of strong party in this country; 
and it would have been my pride, after showing 
her to foreign countries, to have had an English 
girl qelebrated, as she might soon now be, in 
Pqiris, for her beauty, her accomplishments, her 
manners, ^id her poAver to lead in tbe arrange^ 
ment of opinions. I have models before my eyes 
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which I wished her to resemble^— she might have 
beenapy thing, and she would liaye been ray pride 
and the consolation of ray old age — if old age 
can be consoled ; but now what is she? a lovely 
creature, I confess, and so .adorned by nature, 
that the mortification 4:oraes ranch heavier: 
she has learnt what we have taught her, with ra- 
pidity and alacrity; but she already seeras at a 
stand : her temper, though generous, is unraa* 
na^able, and I fear that very soon she will 
strike out some eccentric path for herself, which 

' may overthrow all I have done, and at last break 
itiy heart by showing her undeserving, and un* 
grateful. She will marry herself, sink into 
an ordinary routine of life, and I shall be 
wretched. Are you sure. Mademoiselle Cossart^ 
that none of the servants ever speak to her, and 
put ideas into her raind, such as you know I 
most detest ? This servant whom you have recom* 
mended to me, to take care of the expenditure^ 
seems, I think, by my accounts, not quite so 

. thrifty as the one you advised me to discharge. 
Tliis, you know, I do not greatly regard, if my 
table is well kept ; but are you certain there is 
po understanding between my daughter and 
these people? I fear every thing.' 

The positive assurances returned to these que* 
ries were very satisfactory ; and poor Bellarmino 
went still * farther a-field' in quest of the origin 
of that, whicby if he had known the voice of 
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^omnion sense, was vety easily to be traced up 
to its cause, 

Mademoiselle Cossart's integrity in tepresent-^ 
ing to Rosanne the uneasiness of her father, was 
unimpeachable; and her pupil bad only to hear 
his countenance described, and his words re- 
peated, to feel the cruelty of afflicting hihi. Na- 
tural tenderness on one hand, and bribes and 
hopes on the other, did much, for another short 
period; and Bellarmine was surprised at his 
daught^r'^ amendment in docility, and improve- 
ment in various pursuits in which he supposed' 
her governess and himself her sole teachers ; yet 
there were circumstances which puzzled him ; 
l)e seemed to have, a blind notion that somebody 
ch^ted him ;, • but the fear of disturbing himself 
still farther/ lAade. him passive in the t^evelope- 
ment of ^ mystery that might be fanciful. 

The little * coterie,' at first bo productive of 
plaasuilB to Jlosanrie,* after a time began to of- 
teod her. . She heard rejoicing over bloodshed, 
and hint$ of schemes that led to it: massacres 
and assassinations were thenews of the meeting, 
aed . their conversations -expressed approba-^ 
tioji of rapine and treabhery, Mf,' isaid she,' 
' J wa$ ; Avroqg in taking the lory, and so 
much was said to me about it, why does Made-^ 
moiselle Cossart seem so pleased with the ef- 
fects of war, which, as far as I can understand, 
has ho other purpose, but to kill people, or take 
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away what belongs to them r' She bad an in* 
clination to ask questions on this subject ; but 
the fear of affronting those who formed her new 
pleasure, kept her silebf. 

Completely disgusted, and finding that every 
thing proposed by herself as an enjoyment, ended 
in dovibt and misery, she determined to avoid/ 
as pften as she could, these ^ 8Dir6es du cha- 
teau,' which at first had so delighted her. Ma*' 
demaiselle Cos^art, who might reasonably fear 
her betraying her, as soon as she was displeased, 
tried to bf ing her back, but in vain ; and the 
qiatter might have produced some inconveni- 
tfho^ to one or the other, but for a catastrophe 
tihati taught Rosanne tlie danger she had run* 
H&t preceptress, ei^oessively agitated, one day^ 
fpplied to her anxkius inquiry, by informing her 
that the existing goveriiment had laid hold on 
her friends, that some had pajd the forfeit of 
fl^eir lives for their endeavours to promote the 
c^use of general utility^ and the rest, and those 
(dependent on therp, were dispersed. If Rosanne 
fiplt any regret, it was counterbalanced by some 
repose of mind from feelings hardly to be de« 
fisad ; and slie began to experience comfort in 
X}j^ security of her mode of lifo> even if its mo- 
notony wearied her still ^ov^ after this tastQ 
of society. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The space Of time tvrhich brought Hosaune 
near the age of fourteen, was productive of little 
cjhange, though somewhat varied by her father's 
seeking relief from the 'eniiui' that devoured 
him in occasional excursions, which the stzite 
of the country did not now render unsafe to 
private individuals. Ill these absences from 
Home, Miss Bellarmine was as closely guarded 
as ever ; aild a character of importance wai 
given to her, by the sedulity with which she 
v^as attended to. Mr. Bellarmirie had friends 
remaining in distant parts of France ; these he 
had at intervals received, and these in his jour- 
neys he visited. There could be no danger 
in admitting his daughter to this society ; for 
they were all of the enlightened school ; an.d 
though' their religious potitics were now osten- 
sibly out of fashioii, or perhaps fob gerieral to 
require discussion, therfe w^as, in fhesfe old mem- 
bers of the l^andaeihbhium, a relish for past dis- , 
tlnfctions, which niade them bring forward tlie 
recollection of opinions, defend the promulgation 
of them, and deliver their sentiments on con- 
sequent events. In the presence of her father 
and their host for the time being, liosaniie heard 
inuch thftt she had never before heard, of the 
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history co-cval with her younger years; and 
when Bellarmine would turn to her, and point 
out such and such deeds as entitled to adipira* 
tion, she> with seeming perverseness, disappoint* 
ed him, if the achievement went at all beyond 
what she termed defence j and by her use of the 
argumentative powers, she maintained her opi- 
nions as long as she dared, and occasionally, as 
she was told, against proof. When silenced by 
n tone or look which she understood, she with- 
drew into the fastnesses of that which she had 
been taught to call * her obstinacy;' and some- 
times muttering to herself, that such proceedings 
and such effects were not at all better than * tlie 

• 

lory,' she, though defeated, never gave ground. 
AH but those who had taught her, were delighted 
with her uncommonly formed mind, which yet 
retained a childish simplicity ; and her father re- 
ceived his tribute of applause for the wonderful 
effect!^ of ' bis rational plan.' 

But if, >yithdrawn from the male society 
of these families^ any female dared so far trans- 
gress against the habit of the day, as to describe 
with horror, proscriptions, conscriptions, ' nov- 
ades,' the miseries of exiles, or the sorrows of 
widows and orphans, then Rosanne's eloauence 
was dumb ; she listened — she devoured— she be- 
lieved ; — and if the story was detailed, rivers 
of sympathy poured down her lovely cheeks. 
—Mademoiselle Cossart then gave a hint, thaf; 
Monsieur did not wish his aftiiable daughter |q 
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be too tender for a greiat character :— the hint 
wa» the drum of Santerre— and she was called 
mi to.'thmk of tlie rising glory of France, it« 
probajble. universality ^f empire, and the ^ per- 
fbctibility of the human species.' 

Kot\^Fith&tanding it was Bellarraine's inten* 
tioh to rear his / dkuc;hter as free from vice as 
from religion, it was not to be supposed that 
he should, . if he introduced h^r at all into such 
society as .accorded with his principles, present 
her only to the correct in morals, though his 
nice.sense. still required' decency of appearances. 
Hence it sometimes, in their progress, . occurred 
to her, to be the giiest of a lady who had set 
out in life with one huisband, and proceeded 
with another, without the melancholy interpo* 
sition of the sexton's good ofl^ces ; and families 
were *,mixt medleys' that surprised and puzzled 
her. Sometimes these enlightened patriots had 
iised.the liberty they had purchased for them- 
selves and others, in a way which it was ' as 
M^eli' $be sliould not hear commended ; and when 
the ]ej3gth of time during which fiellarmine had 
withdra\^n himself from the busy world, had 
kept him ignorant of arrangements and con- 
nexions, ioto which he would not have initia- 
tf&d hi$ id^Uj^hter, but on which he stumbled, 
it cost him a lecture to set her head right ' On 
the subject of caprice in marriage, however, he* 
was very Itheial.— r- If a woman at all consulted' 
Jiey lMip(>inesi$, sb? would remain single-— men 
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hnA a right to do as diey liked-^niany canses 
existed that justified separation-^ a woman 
dreaded it^ she mtist look well to the legulatioii 
of faier conduct and the government of her ttm^ 
per, and even theoi it was her duty to aobiliit 
to it, if it was her huabaxid's chcHoe*<~A& for 
modes of life that appeared wovse^ the hei-» 
nousness of, at least, that want of publicity 
which had. entrapped him into a visit to a man. 
thus circumstanced, would have exasperated 
him beyond all bearing* After one exiperiment, 
which induced him to depart on a sudden, he 
"Was wary. 

Yet it was very observable, had there been 
^y body at hand to observe, that in such so^ 
iHety as that to wfaicfa he did not scruple ta 
introduce Rosanne, he was not quite at ease* 
While conversing on one set q£ topics^ he was 
listening to those which engaged her attention 
at a little distance from faicti : if absent from bim» 
she was recalled. Hisvissts wene offt^i shorter 
than the period he had anigned for them ; and 
it seemed his first care, on quitting houses which 
she had thought very delightful, and the ladies 
in which had appeaned to her very amiable, to 
convince her of her wafnt of discernments 
, From visits of <!his description, paid in the 
automn of her fourteenth year, she returned to 
Ghateam-^Vicq, to celebrate that birthday which 
was, » Miwiemoiselle Cossart assmed her, to 
i]ivest4)er with taaeasted privileges, ^d to i»U 
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law eni to sew duti^8.-*r-The former originated 
in her governesses disposition to relax iti her 
attentioiis> in order, to gaiu more leiswi^e for the 
Iftbours of her pen-*^nowdecitBtedly employed in 
inculcating and -promoting that grand scheme of 
aerial philosophers, ^ the perfectibility of the 
hbm»i!i etpecies.' To increase her opportunities 
of advaiKing tlm useful and sensible doctrine, 
one of the privilegies conferred on her pupil 
w«as, the^remofal of that authority which regu- 
lalted thieir. hours of study. To conjply with 
this . redaxation,. Bellartnine was easily induced 
by a. little of* Madeiftciselle Cossart'fi rhetoric, 
dr .bis impattc&ce of it; only conditioning for 
a re^lar return^ iindjer his daughter's band, of 
th^ manner in which she employed tbo;$e hours 
iiotii^peQt with him* 

. The specvmen of new duties which Rosanne 
w»0 teassjonne, had no less, its *<^rigin in her 
goJu>en»}ss's txmremtmca.^ The manragement of 
the iaihibf'WBfriiio enviable coiicern; and, in 
th^ haii(k of Hosanne, Mad^nnnselle Cossart 
Q^tterad' herself it would he quit^ as advan^* 
tagedm; ta' her,, without inlying her in what 
vs9iii diaagreeaJblJEu It was verf easy to make 
Sellntflaiue evcm admire and* oHnmem! such a 
prDpi^ition as. this; aad Rcisaniie was to keep 
tyirK^ a^OQCRiftts-^^iue, of he? ti!iie*-4he other, of 
her fitber'suooney. * 

It would have been hard indecid if poor Jlo- 
SAnn^.had heen xtenied'i^ vievi^s. when those 
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aibout her were thus catering for thcaiselves out 
of hen She (lid not shrink from duties, nor 
was she deaf to privileges : to those now of- 
fered her, she added the demands of her own 
inclination; and rose on tlie morning after her 
birthday, determined not t6 forego them. 

Nothing, lathe discipline hitherto enduredi 
had been so grievous to her, as the inconsist-^ 
dncy of her father's inundating her mind with 
knowledge^ on every point that he chose to- 
nuke part of his information to her, and check- 
ing her whenever she wished for the least satis- 
faction on, what she called, her * own things*^ 
She bad, in her very earliest years, remarked' 
tlie peculiarly deterring countenance and man^ 
net with which he stopt hear inquiries ; and she 
had felt equally the hardship and the necessity , 
of yielding; but now arrived, as she was told, i&t 
an age of liberty, she was resolved that sli^ 
would not be frowned down by any one; she 
would recollect all the questions she had so 
often in vain asked ; and she would not be con- 
tent with such answers as bad . heretofore put 
her off. In . another particular she would re* 
lieve herself. She would fearlessly tell the 
truth in all things; for, though she had seldom 
been detected in her frequent contradictioA to 
H, the practice of digceivingwasso troublesome, 
that she was convinced * the other way* was 
best, and she would abide by it. 

But ]n tl^is resolution it was impossible to 
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maintain her ground. A novice in the affairs of 
a family, she had to hide her own errors: and 
not knowing how to control the domestics, she 
had also to veil their delinquencies, for her own 

, sake, and that of her father's quiet. Her go- 
verness's increasing spirit of self-indulgence re- 
quired, at times, a little management of ac- 
counts; and the interrogatories as to the disposal 
of her hours were nearly as much a claim on her 

, ingenuity ; for every day she felt more inclined 
to give way to idle meditation, which left no 
trace of employment : and, however occupied, 
it was seldom entirely to the exclusion of a set 
of wandering speculative ideas, such as it had 
been her father's care to repress while she was 
immediately under control. 

Mademoiselle Cossart had, in private, a few 
faoo)£s,.not at all dangerous to the disciple of 
Bellarmine's school, yet still suoh as he did not 
permit her to see, lest they might lead farther : 
find while the owner, whose versatile pen was 
again at work, was absorbed in' the * perfecti- 
bility of human nature,' Rbsanne was, in every 
possible way, adding to the bewildering of her 
i4ea$ ; and every thing was fuel to a fire in her 
mind, which waited only opportunity of burst* 
ing out to blaze. 

Few such anomalies, it is to be hoped, ap- 
pear in civilized society as Rosanne Bellarmine. 
She was, on the report of her preceptress, * emi* 
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aently gifted,' ' highly accomplished* ^ vroofd^r* 
fully informed ;' aad, ^ at little more than foi^r- 
teen, a compaaioB for ^ny om Nvhoip fesQitnaa 
|;races^ extensive reading; ^ ktK)^t^kdge of Eu* 
ropean languages^ talents for music and paimt* 
ing^ promptitude of diction m writing wmdi 
conversation^ aud an insight into evei^^ art and 
science that could be explained to hi^r, and the 
most recommeoxiing nqaqiau&ra^ eould induce to 
attention/ 

■ 

£at^ with all this, Miss BeHarmine was not 
only ignorant of the world, but of Him who 
madjc it-«of her own dQ^tinatido^-^^f her duties 
— of her interests. That her igaorwce wa3 itt-^ 
voluntary, was her excuse— that 3he struggled 
under it, was commendable--*- that she waa dia-^ 
posed to end it, was ratiewal^^that slie despaired 
pf success was pitiable — ^aod that her despair 
was precipitate, remains to be shown. 

The necessitous will make something out of 
any thing : — Rosaune made arguments and de<* 
ductions out of circumstances in which^ as 
they w^ere barren and she was insulated, she 
was thought safe. Fond of her garden, for 
which a chosen spot was allotted her, and 
disposed to owe its pleasures as n^uch as pos^ 
sible to herself, she indulged her curiosity 
in watching eV^y process of vegetation. She 
remembered, in her first attempts in horticul^ 
ture, her father's having told her * to bury' that 
which was to produce a new plant— *and how 
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deep W9(B she ^ to bury' seeds, stones, or bulbs ? 
hf^ been her freqiient question :-^ixL the preseiit 
4isposi|tiou of her mind to csMst o^T iits acqui* 
es^enq^, she recoUected baviug heajrd of ^ bu<> 
rying' i^ dead body, and remembered the pee* 
vish negative she had receive^ when she said to 
beir fal^er^ ^ Will the mm cone up again, like the 
9fi^$ in vty gardea?'r-*It struck h^^ like an al« 
sopst forgotten grnd^ aud ^ wa« determined 
te bring it forward agWt WW, that she was. 
' jpore tha9 fourteen,' 

Consistently with BeUarmliie^s seheine of ex-. 
abiding fitow her mind npt only Christianity^: 
but the knowledge of »»y mode ef worship^ it 
i|r^ a secret not r^y^ni^ to Rosanne, that tbei 
was, even by baptism, a member of tlie Chris- 
tian church; but she wa^SQ. The cbristening^ 
robe and eap had been, sent dowck fjrom the 
London^ warehouse with her infant-wardrobe^ 
and their beauty would have beta unreported,, 
had they not been worn. P<>or ' Spin text,'. 
therefore, and his * pattern-wife,' — tlie eldest 
' Miss Sptntext/'***^^ Doctor Coddte' and his 
' poodle of a daughter/ wem all invited to the 
christening at the haH^^mnd^ particutarly use- 
ful by standing as proxies for absentees^ dubbed ' 
without their own privity, by the parents— and 
repaid by a supper that distanced all pretensions 
of the sort, and risqued the neck of the doctor 
by the variety of wines, and the bone^cf the rest 
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of the party by the darkness of the night 
The remembrance of Miss Bellarmine's christen^ 
iog was thufii ^ burnt in' on the minds of some 
of those invited to it; and the superb robe and 
cap were equally strong circumstances of recol-^ 
lection to the others. *• 

' No harm could be done by the mere passive 
sufferance of a ceremony ; and, to thl^ perfect 
negfect of Mrs. Bellarmine, wlio never went to 
church herself, but^ as she said to her maid, 
^ to quiz the natives' now and then, was, in 
time to prevent all misdiief, added the decided 
estrangement of Bellarmine himself. Rosanne, 
therefore, had never been in a place of divine 
worship, nor perhaps heard the name of ^ Goo,^ 
but in Mademoiselle Cossart's exclamation ; and 
whenever, in her reading, any expression bear- 
ing a construction that might lead to the re- 
cognition of a Deity, or a general or particular 
Providence, caught her attention and called up 
her curiosity, she was taught to consider it as 
an embellishment of style. 

In her occupations she toiled or she relaxed, ' 
without any consciousness that the world, by 
the fiat of its Creator, was entitled to one part 
of the time in seven, for repose from labour 
and adoration of Him. : Sunday was ^ Di* 
manche' with her as with native French girls, 
though attended by no ceremonies ; and it was • 
named in her ^ bijou' almanac, which her father 
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yieafly. gave her, and in Avbich the names of 
saints whose feasts were to be observed, had 
amused her^ by thci legends which they had call* 
ed. up >to her father's recollection. She had 
laughed at St Denys, walking, after his decar. 
pitaCion, w\th his head under his arm, and, as 
i«jocularhff added, kissing it in his way. The 
eleven th^sand virgins, the House of Loretto^ 
and many other of Father Ribadetieyra's amu- 
sing stories, had been trusted to her judgment 
without producing any resemblance of superr. 
stition; and every thing, more dangerous had. 
bqen, by assiduous care and a perfect system of" 
' espionnage/ withheld from her. 

She had remarked the gayer dresses of soma 
of the villagers whom she chanced to see on 
Sundays; and her little troop of dancing com- 
panions had appeared always with most pride 
on that day. She knew too, that the lower 
classes had some sort of * slavery' to endure at 
times-^she had heard of priests and mass— rofi 
the suspension and intended restoration of both 
-—of the once enormous power of the Pope, 
his tyranny over tyrants— and of ceremonies 
* not at all more reasonable than the sacrifices of 
the 'Peruvians and Mexicans.' But of the ob- 
ject towards which all these errors tended, she 
was effectually kept ignorant by the jargon ii^ 
which she had been reared. — * How odd it is,' 
said she, * that people should, be at the trouble 
of saying things only to be contradicted !' 

VOL. X. Q 
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' ' Naturalljr adopting her father's (^iniom 
\Hiere her reason and judgment could not coih 
Uddict the6), she had never felt any sentiment 
towards these ' weaknesses of human nature* 
bat contempt ; and if ever she could ^k a ques«> 
tion of any of the children, by which she 
hoped for information as to their ^ imposed be^ 
lief/ the answer never raised in her any feeling 
more allied to credulity than pity for the low 
scale of being allotted by — she knew not 
what, but she supposed it Necessity — ^to those so 
governed and mis-led. Once, when Mademoi- 
selle Cossart had a little relaxed in her vigi* 
lance, by quitting for a few minutes the lawn 
on which her dominical exercise in summer 
evenings was practised, she « attempted to lead 
* le jeune berger,' who was dextrousiy to crown 
her with flowers as she passed, into a very dif- 
ferent train of thought, by inquiring into the 
claim he made on the day as his ^ jour de f^te;* 
but his account only confirmed her in ^ her con*« 
tempt.' 

Yfet, however inclined to value herself on the 
superior light of reason in which she had been 
itBared-~however bound to give credit to what* 
h^r father had avouched; — and however new 
hopes of undefined gratifications were buoyed 
ttp by promises as indefinite, and predictions 
that bbre in them an alluring s|»ecies of mys* 
tery, she was still, but she knew not Avhy> dis- 
satisfied. 
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The Aatural tendency of hit temper ef mluA- 
to a f^tiess discontienty even when a child, her 
&t]ier had never ceased to remark ; and Made^ 
tpoiselle Cossart had nniide ujae of it as a nlode. 
of Complimenting hitn through his dbughter^ by 
tricing it to. her iulierited eagerness of attaia- 
iMent To the operation of this discotitenti sh^ 
/ 4H^ibed all her pupil's exertions; and she en-^ 
deavouted to make Beltarmine^ as she {irofessed: 
herself to be, * enchanted with it,' beclmse it 
Vould, in time, produce miracles. She reiaaoiied, 
shef argued, she quoted ; she talked well^ and he 
WAS indined to listen to whatever ofiered to 
spoth^ anxiety. His iniagination indeed was 
da22led~hi^ thought himself convinced — ^but, 
Ivfaen his adviser left him, he had tlie whole 
subject to go over again in his. meditations} 
and he had not the power of deceiving himself 
that she had of deceiving him ; he was suspL-9 
cjous. 

4 

With her mind in tiiis fermenting state, an4 
feeling, without knowing, it, that the bound-? 
ary prescribed to its $nwgie9 inclosed les9 ttmui 
the splice to which they were dispoised to ex-* 
pand, Ro^anne passed through another wintefi 
taking the shiw'test methpds ctf. avoiding her 
father's displeasure when a knowledge of the^ 
truth would have r i$k0d incurring it, and doing 
^ngr^ipusly just as much of what wajs the. thea 
olyjfct pf bef ermploynjent, as ^ould acquit bet 
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with him; but without interest or pleasure. 
He had prepared her garden for the reception 
of a regular system of botanical experiments-^— 
he had procured for her a choice cabinet of 
minerals — she had casts and sulphurs, and a fine 
collection of engravings— he had purchased fof 
her the best musical instruments — he • still 
joined in their domestic * trio :' she had modelled 
his liead, atid produced a likeness— she had 
painted Mademoiselle Cossart in the character 
of the Sibyl — she had succeeded in attempts of 
poetry:— in short, she had done all that such'k 
father could reasonably ask; and she had the 
power of ruling the most indulgent father pos* 
sible; yet neither the father nor the daughter 
was happy individually, nor were they consoled 
in each other. When he flattered himself most, 
it was because be had bribed with most judg- 
m^nt— when he fancied his daughter improving, 
she was in fact only growing more cunnings 

If a recognition of obsolete superstitions was 
inevitable, her father overwhelmed her with a 
crushing variety ; and, by parallelisms and analo* 
gies, which have the multifold advantages of 
gaining time, distracting attention, confoundr 
ing things in themselves dissimilar, and at last 
making the inquirer answer the inquiry, h6 
taught her to teach herself, that, if one set of 
absurdities had outlived its credit, all opi- 
nions of this kind were absurd, and would meet 
, the same fate. If * the Divirxe Beiag' must b^ 
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ni^ntioned, and if her questions grew too point-* 
ed to be shunned, she was treated with a rer 
ferente to the equal authority of Jupiter Tor 
nans, Stator, Feretrius, Victor, Capitoh'nus, 
Optimus Maximus, to the ^ great Pelasgic. Dor 
donean Jove,' to the bull that bore 4way Eu- 
ropa» and to the golden shower that addressed 
itself to the covetousness of Danae. If sh? 
heard of * worship/ and would know what 
worship was, she was now referred to the rer 
presentations of/ Bramah and his suite,' and to 
the corruptions of the Egyptians. Did. Miss 
JSellarmine, after the education she had rer 
ceived, wish to become a disciple of any of 
these personages ? She might be assured, that 
the machinery of literature was the natural 
abode of these beings, and she might have her 
choice between them and the harder-named 
deities of the north and south poles. 

Mahomet had offered himself, most conve* 
ni^ntiy, to choke notions that might arise, 
shoulil any carelessness bring to her knpwledgi^ 
the mo§t important mission. ever vouchsafed t^ 
the world. — Inspiration was to be found iii 
company with the oracles; — and. Deucalion and 
Pyrrha seized on the ground allotted to No^^ 
In short, there was little more necessary, in any 
of these, or the Uke cases, than to take the sha- 
dpw for the substance. The inquirer was silepccid 
or made merry, and no greater harm ensued 
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tikiti Tobbing a fellow^- creature of its birthright. 
BdHarmme grew encouraged by the success of 
bis omm adroitness. 

The toughest questions that Rosaone put,~: 
and which she repeated as long as she dared,~- 
began with, Who? -What? and Why? She had, 
Very early in her little life, discovered, that no* 
thing about the house was destitnte of an 
oi4gin easy to get at ; every thing had a maker 
a(tid a use^ excepting all the things that prompt* 
ted her ini^uiry^ She could even now, as to 
<liese, get no answer but * Nature* apd * Neces* 
sity }* and when i»he asked, Who is Nature? and 
What IS Neoejfsityr both her fathenr and Made*' 
inoiselle Cossart seemed teased by her inquisi- 
l^veness. She was intimidated from repeating 
Iftfat w'hich she was weary of liearing so impei'- 
fectly answered ; but she felt that the cupiosifty 
and observation formerly demanded of her were 
xKnv discoui»aged» 

■ 

Biit no'power brought to bear upon her mind, 
however silencing, could obtain what niiglYt 
t>e called adoption or admission: she only 
postponed, and the work of her mind proceed- 
ed asJ before. Her inquisiti vfeness now ramifying, 
required to know the origin and the ftnmor of 
more than the world she 9tck)d on-^and then 
contracting to a sin^ point, wondered how 
Sfhe came into the world — ^for what enfd— ^and. 
why she was so much an object of csireamd at-» 
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tention. ^ I suppose,' said she, in concluding^ 
* it is all the work of Nature eikI Necessity. 
But who is tbi^ Nature? and what is this Ne- 
cessity ? — How do I move ? — How do I chopse? 
*-^Wbat makes nae think? — Why doesnOit.ths 
4€ig speak r 
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CHAPTER XVIir. 

JDErwEEK two persons so situatec}, there could 
be none of that frank explanation^ thlit mutual 
receding from points of right, which tends to the 
conciliation of estranged friends. Bellarmine 
grew too proud to seek the affection of his 
daughter, and she too shy to offer it. Aliena- 
tion produced alienation ; and all Rosanne's in- 
T:entions of enforcing the claims of her curio- 
sity respecting those which she considered as 
her peculiar subjects, sunk in silence. Mademoi- 
selle Cossart saw that there must sooti be an op- 
tion offered her as to party : and her prudence 
would have led her to that which she could 
most influence ; but the power rested with the 
other side, and she dared proceed no farther in 
encouraging Miss Bellarmine's complaints, than 
joining in her general dissatisfaction with her 
father's conduct towards her. But when Ro- 
sanne, misled by these expressions of sympathy, 
entered more into the detail of her grievances, 
and stated the difficulty which she found to get 
any of her questions answered. Mademoiselle 
Cossart, aware that the next step would cross 
the Rubicon, retracted her censure, and took 
part with her employer. — What she could say 
on this new tack, could .act gain credit with 
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any one — it climinisrhed her pupil's littile coa&^, 
^nce. ' ' 

The injury which Rosaime was in sileiice 
siustaining, made itself visible in her person : 
she lost her colour, her flesh, her vivacity-^ 
and with thetn all that could depart of her 
beajuty^ Bellarmine, imputing this to . perverse-^ 
Aess of temper, felt hurt in his pride still more 
than in his love, when he told himself that hisr 
daughter, thus early, was passing the meridian 
of »her beauty.— -He pitied himself sincerely-^he 
told himself how much he had done, and how 
ill he. had sped: — be did not recollect, when he 
looked' for figs, that he had been planting 
thistles* nor that, probably, his daughter was 
more than himself pitiable* 

Her walks were become dejected : her ridcJ 
had now seldom the addition of her father's 
compaily: he prescribed daily the route the la^ 
dies should take; and minuted them by his 
watch: a. servant, whom there was reason to 
believe he questioned, attended them ; and Ma- 
demoiselle Cossart did not fail to remark this 
to^Rosanne. Every thing served to make the 
breach, though not yet visible, . something 
wider; 

The attention which her father demanded 
frmi her to the subjects on which he had taken 
pains to instruct her, made her day still a syst^nv 
of occupation; and the care that her health 
began to require, drove her from them to relax- 
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atioQS as insipid as themselves : she visited her. 
garden^ as she would have done a ' hortus siccus,' 
only ihat the un vegetative character of the 
plants seem^ed transferred to her mind : the most 
hkioining flowers were all, she &\% a ' hortua 
siccus' to hear; for she sought in them what she 
eoidd not obtain, the satisfaction of a hungry 
appetite for the only species of knowledge tliat 
seemed denied her. Her father, she remember-» 
edy had pressed on her, some branches of study 
tiiat she had rejected, but she did not yet re^- 
pent her rejection*—* Why should I,' said she, 
^ labour through a dead language, to leam thaJt 
which I know is vague and clvingeafale ?%-;filie 
had turned sick when he wished her to anaktf 
herself acquainted with that ' mere piece of iai 
genious mechanism,' the human frame.*-;-** What 
can I ever gain,' said she, ' by studying a thing 
that has been put together only to struggle 
through life, and then to be pulverized ?'^— He* 
raldry had appeared to her the idle distincdim 
of a set of beings, whose fancied pre-eminencej 
were but means of oppression. All these, she 
knew, he had considered as part of the mind'ii 
proper furniture and conducive to her ^ccooh 
piishments, and had urged them on her atteo^ 
tion : but what she wanted most, the mere 
simple information connected with the exists 
ence of sensible objects — ^the resolntion of queft* 
ticms which every moment and evsry Aise of h'er 
eyes suggested-T-*tliese she ccoild noft obtain; and 
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%he subject seemed to foe mysteriously guarded ; 
— perhaps there was no aaswer to such ^uestioas 
— perhaps* it was really, as she had been told^ 
very absurd to iuquire into things tliait exist iii 
any way, every way,' and in the way in which 
ti>ey present themselves to our eyes, oqly by 
the laws of nature and necessity-^^et nature, 
seemed to alFord the greatest stimulus to in'- 
quiry. 

From hex garden she went to her cabinet oTmi* 
lierals — still all arid !-^her aviar}^-*-^ little * mo4 
nagerie'— the * basse oour/ whem she bad do- 
mestic and forei^ fowls for interest and observa* 
tion— all were dumb, or loquacious to irritation \ 
She turned homewards in deep duM musing, and 
felt isomething so like despondency, and so pain^ 
ful, that the company of Mademoiselle Cossart, 
0¥ the hour for ^attending her fatlier, was a wel- 
come interruption of her thoughts. 

In these , musing retvogradations, she was 
one morning disturbed by the roices of Jwo mea 
at a Kttle distance, but out of her fright. Ttie 
one she recognised as th^t of theman who super- 
intended the concerns of theiitrm which supplied 
the^ainHy:. the ether she knewu&t; h{pb ft soon 
appeared to be that of some servant employ- 
ed under him. It was^ S»ndary. The vieege* 
rent was demanding erf the ^^balteioi some im- 
mediate exercise of labour, which, in geiftle but 
firm,— =in humble but yet m^ly terms^ was r^ 
fused. :i 
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The refusal drew on reproofe and threats mix- 
ed with taunt and sarcasm. Tlie inferior had to 
defend hihiself against a charge of that which 
Rosanne had so often heard treated with ridi- 
cule— superstitiok ; and she eagerly listened, 
in hopes it nsight be defined. — He denied the 
justice of the reproach, and adverted to a time 
when his accuser had been more open to it. In* 
temperance increasing on one side, diminished 
forbearance on the other ; and unsparing lan- 
guage ensuing, Rosanne learnt from it that th^ 
man in power had beeli ^ of the Church of Rome/ 
— that he had, as a member of it, * worshipped 
images and idols — stocks and stones,'— ^that he 
had ' trusted to the back of :a saint to carry him 
to Heaven,'— that he ' prayed to St. Peter to open 
the door for him,' — that he and all of his church 
* might be as wicked as they pleas^, if they 
had but money to pay fpr indulgences ;' — ^and, 
in short, she heard much of the scurrility that 
IS usually bestoweil, right or wrong, on Catho^ 
lies. To this w^s added a personal postscript^ 
accusing him of having cast off even this obe- 
dience, and now ^ fearing neither God, nor man^ 
nor devil ;' and the comfortable prophecy, that 
he wouldj after all, ^ come to some bad end, 
like old Antoine, who hanged himself because 
he was afraid to face hj^ Maker, and tliat wick: 
ed Pierrot, who was struck all down one side^ 
when he was taking GdH's name in vain,' — with 
half a dozen other such flattering resemblances 
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<jf himself — for that, as the uncontradicted oratoir 
asserted, * Gcxl Almighty always brought it 
home, at last, to those who fancied they could 
do without him ; — and the day of judgment; 
when every body Avas to give an account of 
his words and works, would prove all this/ 

The man thus attacked, though stunned at 
first, recovered the power of repl}^ ; but he was 
not so fluent of speech as his adversary : he 
could only repeat his orders, and assort his au- 
thority, and threaten the displeasure of * Mon** 
sieur:' the orders met with no promptitude of 
obedience — the authority was set at nought — 
the displeasure of Monsieur was not defied— -but 
the terms in which it was recognised were pecU'* 
liar:—' I,' said the labourer, * eat my bread under 
the goodness of Monsieur, therefore I say 
nothing— I only wish Monsieur thought as I 
do — it would be happier for him and for that 
pretty creature, his daughter ;-^but that is nOr 
thing to you or me.' 

The bailiiF was probably afraid any thing 
iiiight be said which Monsieur or his daughter 
might overhear, or which might be reported to 
them ; for when the defendant proceeded, he en- 
deavoured to stop and to soothe him : but it was 
too late — the sluic*e was open, arid the stream 
^vas brisk — and he was forced to listen, or pro» 
ceed to extremities, which, as the man seemed 
worth courting, he mfght riot be warranted 
in dojngy especially when qpen himself to re- 
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pniach in various ways;~his discarding super- 
stition could not indeed risk his favour with his 
titiployer ; but with his superstition he had, in 
truths dismissed what would have been deemed 
of rooi^ importance by those who confided in. 
him V and he bad now no means so ready of al-* 
laying the torrent he had let loose^ as awaiting 
the discharge of its fury in silence 

The defendant, not inclined to forego his ad- 
vantage, proceeded to clear himselfj at least to 
his own satisfaction, by a statement of hi$ 
consistent practice. — '^ He was now,' he said, 
*^ near seventy ; he had served God all the days 
oS his life, and had thriven under his favour 
and his blessing : he had buried his wife the 
week before, in the certainty that they should 
meet in a better world than this, which, thougii 
t very good world, when it came out of the 
hand of God, was made by wicked men a very 
bad one :~he had a large family of children, 
who were the comfort of his age — all good, all 
dutiful, because they feared God — and Lord 
have mercy on parents now ! when children were 
set free from tlieir obedience which God had or- 
dained. And though he was a labouring man, 
he was as happy as a prince— and happier too 
than they now-a-days — and though he was called 
one of the pretended reformed, he called himself 
oneof the real reformed, and he would never give 
up his religion for the liberty to cut throats and 
do murder^ to geJt people's p^wer and property/ 
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nor * would he exchange his pretended reformed 
religion for all the fooleries of the papists : — they 
flight go to their dancing, and their theatres, 
an<l their plays, and their cards and revellings, 
on Sundays ; but, for his part, he thought no- 
thing so comfortable as a well-spen t Sabbath ; 
and his father and mother, he had often heard 
tliem say, always spent it so, before they 
were enticed from their native place in Scot- 
land, and he would, to his dying day, spend it 
as it was intended to be spent, in serving his 
Creator, and in resting from daily labour, as 
Qod had commanded all his creatures; and if 
they could worship him no better, they could 
$^y their prayers, read their Bible, and sing a 
psalm. — HoWj otherwise, were they to expect 
God Almighty to continue his care of them(l)?* 
— He ^ had told master bailiff so, when he hired 
him, and then he did not object ;' — so, in short, 
* he would not work on a Sunday ;' and, as for 
being turned off, he was still a hearty man, and 
he was sure God Almighty would find another 
place for him, or take him to a better ,world*-^ 
for, had he not told us that the hairs of our 
head were all numbered ?' 

Either the natural eloquence or th^ incontro-^ 
yertible conviction of the old man's reply, had 
inade Rosanne, very early in the debate, his 
decided adherent, and she was well inclined to 
teike his part; but considering that she had al- 
ready li^tfeiied longer than i^fae could iexcu^e, she 
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returned to the house, repeating, as she went, the 
most prominent of the strange things site had 
heard. 

' They sunk with unresisted force, and very 
deeply, into her mmd, though they were not all 
intelligible to her. She had now, for tlie first 
fimc, heard who made the world and its inluibit- 

a R 

ants — she had learnt that protection was afford- 
ed and duty demanded— that there were helps- 
ordained for the performance of duty, an account 
to be rendered, and punishments and rewards 

m 

to be looked to; and having neither prejudice' 
against what she had heard, nor any interest in 
contesting its truth, she was disposed to adroit 
it, and to extract from it, the necessary, result^ 
])oi\\ as matter of opinion and of practice* 



NOTES. 

( I ) HoweTer gener^al tbe oorruptlon of ix^annersy tlie iii«{ 
habitants of Scotland still preserve ^ spirit of noral and reli« 
gioos decency, which, though greatly diminished when com- 
pared with what it was, is still worthy- of our imitation. 
We quote their practice in our endeavours to diffuse some 
degree of learning among the lower classes ; and, if not coun-t 
teracted. by the evil of home, and the relaxations of piay« 
hours, it is tq be hope^, ^opd effects may be produced ; 
but it is very much to be wished, that, instead of exciting 
the vanity of children publicly educated, by popular exhibi- 
tions and crowded examinations^ their progress wore stimu- 
lated on better motives, and their behavip^r^ when liol 
mder immediate control, so far attended to, as to iippress 
tkem with the idea that they can never be safe in doing 



wjien at play, by hi^ frequenl us^ ^ the paiRi^ c^ gur S^'i 
viour t 494 it is n^elancholy ti? , p^^iv? th«*t the <rffi|ffi}vt, 
juractice is not wrrect?4>J «^ IWt ^f;tli^ jn§nit^:^i^ b3^[ 
laudable pahi^ beslpwed n^w ^a piii9ishri«tm4rfpi, : 'T|)a( ifi^^p. 
obildr^K ' c$,nho% ]miX^ th^j^iaire W^QX^gy' m^J^ \M^ 
Mdth some pjrpbybility yfaeti tb^y were 1lV(>nie:iItf^pacft«ll; hm. 
a veiy Utile ^1, : when tepr^^te^ ^wvif. :i<H^ 9li^.1b6:i¥«94{ 

of Christy showed at least that her information was k^\^, 
than her practice, by the childish subterfuge of saying that 
the words she used were only * O cry.' — Of what is neces* 
sary still to be done to further the good attempted, the 
following dialogue, verbatim^ may give a hint. — Scene, a 
churchyard.— The interlocutors were boys educating in a 
national school. 

A* — What do ^ou think of the day of judgment ? 

B, — ^Why, I think we shall all be called up at the world's 
end: don't the Bible say so ? — We shall all be called up with 
our bodies, to give an account of our works. 

A» — I don't think any such thing — It 's a lie — and be — — 
to you. 

C. — ^Why, J Ve seen the World's-end. 

B* — Not you indeed — it was the sign of the World's-ejid in 
Cornwall that you saw I 

The strong expressions must b^ supplied— they must not 
be written. 

Would not the presence of something like a monitor in the 
play-ground be of use in checking such discussions ? 

Deviations from right, still worse in their tendency, occur 
where boys and girls are allowed to pursue their pastimes to- 
gether ; and there subsists in some places a custom, which 
even those who benefit by it, wish to see abolished ; as they 
trace back to it much of that disregard for the Sabbath, 
which is the foundation of the most abandoned contempt of 
laws. This custom originates with parents, who make it a 
practice to give their children pence and halfpence on Sa- 
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torday etening, to hj out on Sunday ; and duly as Sunday ' 
oomety the village toyshop or pastry-cook's shop is thronged 
for marbles and stale tartSt Were it made a condition of a 
cMd's being educated free of expense, that this weekly al* 
lowance should be witfibeld till Mondky morning, or even; 
Sunday nig^t, it woidd teach both parents and children the 
^ pause of trafic diat is due to the Sabbath. The idea waa 
auggested by a little country shopkeeper, ivlio perhaps took 
nore money fro|ii thin i<9ttrce» than she received all the week 
beside. 
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CHAPTER XIX, 

Ro9ANN£ reached the house in a state little 
short of nervous fever. Her father was indis- 
posed, knd Mademoiselle Cossart was winding 
up the perfectibility of human nature. — Bel- 
larmine's indispositions were too frequent to he 
surprises, and too easily, removed by any occur- 
rence that gave him pleasure, to call out anxiety; 
and Rosanne rejoiced in the liberty of pacing 
a long gallery, withopt (jontrol oi: observa- 
tion. 

She could not rest Nothing that sbp ha4 evi^ 
heard, had been so awakening to her attention, as 
the old man's words. She had lent a willing ear 
to the many lectures in which her father had un- 
folded to her the theories of things delightful to 
know ; but all, all seemed to fade into uninterest- 
ing flatness, compared with the illimitable sub- 
ject she had thus imperfectly heard argued. How 
could she get farther information about this sys- 
tem ? What could be her father's motive for 
keeping her in ignorance of it ? — Was it possible 
that a man of such learning, and so much 
thought, could resemble in principles and opi-^ 
xiioBs that cruel creature the bailiff? — ^Who was 
there in the world that she could ask?— She 
wished she could talk to the old man a little ; 
for, in speaking tq her father, or Mademoiselle; 
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Cossart, she was persuaded she should gain no- 
thing. 

Equally unable to resolvQ tjie perplexing ques- 
tions she was putting to herself, and to dismiss 
the. doubts, the fears, fhe almost conscientious 
terrors that were rising . to distress her, h^x 
mind began, through the force of the oppres- 
sion, to exert again its elastic force. Its exter«' 
nal' cbminotion, and its power of internal re- 
sistance, '.made a violent struggle : the wish to 
do right'— the fisar of. being mis- led-^ the forlorn 
feeling; of a creature conscious of what seem-^ 
ed culpable ignorance, yet committed to its own 
guidance — the awfiil responsibility in which 
she fancied, and perhaps only fancied, herself 
piaqed, to something uqseen, unknown — the&us* 
ptciqo, that to attempt hushing the throbbing 
of her bosom was scarcely innooent — that it was 
base^'^th^t it wj^j acting like the persons whom 
she had heard described — the conflicting .recol- 
lection of her father's uniform opposition^— the 
fbar that he might have good reasons, which shcr. 
could not penetrate*— combined to distress her,^ 
^nd almost to stop the power of breathing :*fr!r^ 
choked-T^strangUng— i-in* an i universal t^eai^r-r* 
her teeth chatteri^g-r-^at 6ne moment £rozen--^at 
the next parched^ — she • rushed into tJie middle 
ef her sitting-room, on which the noqU'^day suii^ 
in air its radiance, was pouring' its rays of 
liquid gold : — she advanced to the large win- 
dow which overlooked a terr^^^j ian^^- tiketict 
the park— a great pie«e pf water— the forest 
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—and a. sparkling distance : — she qist h§r eyes 
to Heaven' — she gazed for the thous^^i^d^b part 
of a moinent on the sun — it seemed to claim 
her adoration : — she was going to drop on her 
knees, when recollecting ' Thii^ tpo might hav^ 
a maker' — she reeled away in agony, and falling 
on ber face on a sofa, there poured put her over** 
flowing mind in tears* 

H^t spirits tljus relieved, she felt better able 
to thjnk and to resolyer her father's instructions 
to her on other points, were now of use to her. 
* Consider wliat you are going to. do/ be had 
^ftei^ »said to her, when she was suffering the 
liveliness pf her imagination to lead her into 
error;-:— * Ascertain the thing you want,' was a 
precept tli&t had Often made her. more precise ip 
her exertions — ^and ^ remember, a straight path 
is tl)e shortest/ was an injuncti(Hi that applied 
eqtially to moral conduct and to labours of in- 
dustry. She ' considered what she was going to 
do ;' and her ibind wou^d bear the consideration ; 
for it had no ^ling.tbat could maHe it difficult 
to retract, if she were wtong : — she ^ wanted' in- 
struction fo guide her, and ' the straight path' 
was to declare to those who governed her, what 
she had heard, ia^nd the crisis to which it* had 
brought the previous disorder of her mind. 

She was alone two hours. Mademoiselle Cog- 
aart was in a room separated from h^s only by 
that in which she slept ; but the perfectibility 
of human nature — the mechanism pf intellect 
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-^the classification of various rdatioiis-^thirigJ 
i:onsi<)eied as they bore on other thiiigs, kild 
those other thuigs considered agaid as they hott 
oh other other things, and then both tdgefhet 
considered as they regarded another sSt of 
other things, all tending to show that the ares 
atfe better than the hcroe beens ; and that the 
will he's must be better than both, in the prcv 
gress of this woHd's infinite eternity, had so 
occupied her pen and h^r thoughts this morn- 
ing, that she had sat down tiearly as she quit- 
ted her bed, and, with the bonsolatibn bf her 
^n\ifF*box, had requested Miss Bellarmlne td ii^ 
diilge her by sending her coiibe to her, as Mh 
Bellafmine, she understood, would not rise tr> 
take breakfast. This complied with, she had 
remained alone writing, and spouting her sc^o- 
lous sentences as they were produced from her 
brain ; — ^and if she had a itray thought to bestow 
on her |>ttpU, aha concluded that, on her retiira 
fVoin lier roUnd of inspections^ she had betaken 
herself to lier esel, on which she had employ- 
ment as friendly to Mademoiselle Cossart's quiet, 
:*8A a cradle to that of a ' care-crazed motlier.' 

A^ the Expiration of this period, Rosanne w^s 
herself; and as the traces of tears soon leave the 
young countenance when their cause is removed^ 
ihe was not alarmed for her appearance, when 
a message was brought to her from her father, 
desiring iier to come to him. 
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Thig distance afibrded time to ask herself what 
vhould alarm her ?--*what should embarrass her ? 
—of what should she be afraid? — ^she. would 
herself speak to her fklher-^that she wai reviv- 
ed on — she would know what all this m^tr^ 
Mademoiselle Co^sart would only puzzle her, 
:and stop her tt> bear another chapter of her tird- 
some ^ perfedtibility of hujttian nature/— and thig 
always made her glad to give up. She would^ 
however^ try to, put her father into good htl- 
mour with her, and then she certainly would 
speak. 

* 

There are circumstances a&a siti£sttionil in 

-which Flatt^y loses little of her power, even. 

rwhen she conws with her nhine written on her 

forehead— it is somediing guned if others will 

take the trouble to flatter us ; and if we ha^re 

« been H little slighted^ it is a victory. Rosanne had 

inol^ for many months, been so agreeable as she 

was in this interview With her father : he was 

rery much an invalid when she eatfered his 

study ; but all his ailments sdon vanished when 

: she showed herself disposed to entertain h^m :-*-* 

he listened with revived attention to ail she said, 

fmd felt a new interest in infOTmipg her. He 

• thought, though she was thin, and ha.d too de^ 

, licate an aspect for confirmed health, yet that 

r she was never so lovely ; and he turned, almost 

in V tears, from remarkijig the transp^e^cy of 

her complexion^ and the faint bre»thitic. glow 

b4 
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im h^t dieek> wheahe i^ecotieoted tliat silch 
lexcbss of beauty was sdmettmeft a fatal ixtdk- 

- . SifB had aik\ed infioiy questiooss^ .and he wu 
'gt&tiAed ^b^libr asking theni — he courted her.t<» 
cask more : Iw begdn to thuik be had been mxr 
kindjandimjustt tb lie»r : hereixeSved iak-g^ vague 
^r^tihifefes^ he evien. proceeded so &r as to lose 
rhi^t-cff his ^ysteihatid daution^ and almost of 
'his p\«m of insulated icotnfort ;'^for he told. her 
-th&t a srhorttime would no vir complete the found- 
ation of his pride, and introduce her to a world 
which she must adorn : — he, hinted at a probable 
iVish tb J^glahd ;-»fae^oke highly of English 
>\roin^) whom fae^'had khown educated under fk- 
thef^, itnd Itemed to detisand of her,, tliet her 
btfperiorifcy to them* should be propwfcioned to 
tlu tinbbuildi^ ciate bestowed on her education. 
^ Ros'ahne, itnpdtiient to seizf. tlie most favour- 
alble mdibent ever presented to her by the band 
5t*c^|)drluhity, tried, by gratefi^l esspressions, to 
istop thiscurfent of ^bounty,* for what she bail 
^h h^r heart aftid tongue, hitet-dsted her impa-^ 
iifeflice nidtfe tban- itxy pixy^pect of indul^nce; 
^tid %ht wa^'tCfo ^&^ t6 admit as oii^rs of plei- 
i^iire, intentions Whit^h she hei^lf might fnis- 
ffate. To vWt what she had biBcnf, With all pos- 
sible fjBg&rd to "hfer grarpdmbther's injuneti6n,p 
tatiglit'to cdll her nati\^ cokintry^ was her ha- 
bitual wish ; but if whbt she had^ to ss^ offend- 
Itdf^ aijik\x to aU-su£)x prdsj^ecAs^' ; 
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Tod iCitnt)f6us to venture to the utmost at 
oikce, she determined to try the effect of a 
\vieakfer attack than that she meditated : she 
thterefore sdected from her reading, isome poijat 
an which she could ask, in a varied fonn, one of 
those questions which, often replied to, wei'e 
never resolved; and her father, untvilling . Dq 
frown when she shiited ! ^o sweetly, proce^ed, 
With tnore patient timfper than usual, through 
the ixize. of pariUeii&ms, 'analogies/ and subter-* 
fuges. 

But )>aralleiyms, analogies, and subteiffagi^s, 
had lost their powers when Rosanne, flushing 
with ' tremulous* aibxiety; asked, him tnevitahiy^ 
oik wiaat . principVe. some people refused to \^6ric 
pu a. Sunday. He was startled ; and before lae 
could reply, he inquiiied Whence arose h^ ca- 
riosity. Not even yet was be angry ; .foi* he, 
ftiU looked with longing for the beamfing e^e, 
thie evaporating blush, and tlie graees that 
plsgred round Rosanne's adgel-induth when she 
spoke with a wish that lie might approve her 
speaking. / x 

An ixitention to deceive fonised ho part of Vktt 
purpofse. She .told whit ^je Wad o verli^^ra, ,arfd 
did ntit concealthe part lier reaison liad taken in 
the strife:; but cautions -of vexing, she con- 
fined Her report to the. simple question of work- 
ing on Sundefy, 'and her censure to the crilfelty 
€)f the bailil}* in insisting that an old man shodid 
work every day. 
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Bellarmine^ too well acquainted with huinan 
nature, and with his daughter, to risk a decided 
Counteraction of ^lier feelings, proceeded with 
caution equal to hers, and, not suffering hiis 
Countenance to alarni her, he took her pretty 
hand in his, as she stood, apparently in her way 
to quit the room ; and looking up at her with 
.tenderness, and some little alarm, he spoke with 
eloquence on the text, ^ Ars longa, tita brevis ;' 
and while she listened, and he looked indulgent, 
she thought she was convinced — and she woil- 
, deied shb could ever have doubted on the sub- 
jectj— that if the seventh part of our time was 
to be wasted in inaction, Nature would hai^ 
.tvithheld that portion^ or Necessity, with her 
adjusting hand, would have corrected the faulty 
system. — ^She was bewildering herself. 

For a moment she forgot how very imall a part 
of what she had heard in the strife, was comprised 
in this one point ; but the suspension of recollec- 
tion soon ended, and she might have proceeded 
to be troublesome and irritating, but--^it was a 
Jovely day — and her father felt himself better 
than he had been for a long time — ^he would order 
her horse, and his :— she might go and prepare 
Vtkr dress : he had a little business to transact 
with one of his men— he would meet her in the 
taloon, as soon as their horses were ready. 

The state of Rosanne's spirits made every 
thing agreeable that increased her opportunities 
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of coaxing her ikther; and she acquiesced cheer- 
fully. 

He had not feigned, nor %as it a mere con^ 
.trivance to get rid of her, when he said ^ be had 
tmsiness to transact with one of his ineu'-^th«( 
tmali wis the bailiff, and the business was the 
dUmission of ' the old refractory protestant;* 
^but there wa^ no occasion to tell this to Ro- 
\<anne-r-4Q she knew it not. 

It was a stroke of diplomatic policy in Bellar- 

:toine to convince his daughter of the strength of 

the fortress, by courting an attack on it He re^ 

sumed the subject on which she had questioned 

him, as soon as they were settled on their horses 

and in the road. He spoke with some doubt of 

the perfect victory reason might now hope; to 

gain over prejudice^ since, in the present state of 

things^ and, indeed, in every state, what was 

'^ expedient' would be preferred to what is 

/ right:'— still, however^ truth remaiped the same 

.immovable principle; and whether those at the 

lielm succeeded in their ambitious attempts, and 

found thmr interest in cajoling mankind, or were 

hurled again to their deserved nothingness, yet 

' lie should ever congratulate himself on having 

' been bora in an age that had made such glorious 

struggles against ^ the tyranny of thrones and 

altars/ He then, complimenting her on having 

rea^died a time of life and a perfection of un* 

derstandingi, which admitted of superior infom^- 

ationi described as <Hie and the same things the 
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«fov)sh idea of a creating znd su)iedntetiding 
Providence, and that of a plurality of gods, 
each ottey mdte of less, a fool or a knave : — he 
called it^ail noiksiende, and got her explicit assent 
to the axiotnl that ^ of .nonsense nbthin^ can bb 
l^i-edicated,* draining his^ own conclui;i(cm from 
the concedjed pretaiscfe, that, therefo^fe, nothiiig 
could be p'fedidated of ret^igiou^ ^^sfiem^ : he as- 
sured her, that, in What she had heafd, «t^ if 
it were infinitelv mwe tlifan sh^ liad felaled, 
thfei*6 was nbthitig liut ifolly and craft; which 
iJiet* was no wafy t5 avdid— at l^a«t none thiat 
ht knew 6f-**-but the path in which he had 
tl-alned her: ii was the privilege of Br birth 
above that of the valvar, to ^ave no ftefed of all 
this isinistet domination : th^ lower classes, at 
pt-esent, perh&ps, must b6 governed by a system 
of terror ; for, indeed, that whkh rtrled them 
WaA nothing less— whether it Were thfe tyranny 
of the church of RoAie, Or anv other church. 
He amused her with narrating the paltry strifes 
and controversies of monastic bigotry amd igno- 
rance — he informed her that mankind had 
iicfvel- yet agreed in their systeiYis of supersti- 
tion; and he jocularly advised her * to wait till 
the fashion was settled, before she purchased/ 
In the hilarity of his promised success*— for Ro- 
sanne's attention, and her forbearance of- con* 
tradiction, flattered him — ^he was on the verge 
of quoting an author of great name, whose wit 
was on his side ; but he checked himselfr-*per- 
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hftps. foariog that tl>e: oaric^rfUw^e might poxut to- 
tbe true portrait} or tha,t^ fl^m the mchtiouof a 
halfrguin^ ox b, Jutlf-Qtimn^. hiatiwiaa might 
iqtply spjiie thing which he. .had not: brought 
farivard, 

Rosaline^ atill determined to soothe .and to. 
propitiate; trfed to admit all her father so agree*, 
ably and so spiritedly, with so much easy ele- 
gance and concluding point, represented to her ; 
but something opposed her endeavour ; and she 
was vexed at the intractability of her feelings. 
Desirous not to withstand, yet now not daring 
to yield, she was irritated almost to the peevish- 
ness of tears. She had no power of resistance 
to the overcoming commotion : she could only 
parry it by the great effort of snatching her 
thoughts from the subject that engrossed them ; 
she made one convulsive struggle, and was so 
far successful, as to appear interested in objects 
now very sagaciously pointed out to her atten- 
tion, with every remark that could give them 
importance. Bellarmine had great powers of 
filling up his own purposes ; and if his daugh- 
ter was not, in their agreeable airing, all she 
wished to be, she did not greatly betray her 
failure; an imperfect recollection of the old 
man's words respecting the duty to parents, 
encouraging, or at least justifying her, even by 
her misty remembrance of them. 

tt was an undefinable sensation that was pro- 
duced in her mind, before they reached home, 
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by her father's endeavouring to div^t ber^ or 
her thoughts, at the expense of her govemteSy - 
who had remained secluded, on the plea of full 
occupation ; and whose system pf perfectibility; 
together with her politics and criticism, he* 
turned very fairly into ridicule. From this she 
conceived hopes— but she knew not why* 
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CHAPTER XX, 

Xt had been one of Bellarmine's most judicious 
CBLves to ]:ender his daughter insensible to fear 
of pergonal danger ; and he had never yet had 
cause to doubt his success ; neither storms nor 
tempests, the accidepts of tlie road, the com-? 
inon domestic apprehension s, oi* even those jus- 
tified at times by the state of th^ country, had 
•ver shaken her nerve$. ^ut in this branch of 
education. Mademoiselle Cossart ha4 not been 
able to assist, any otherwise than by rendering 
cowardice ridiculous in her own person. 4> 
9pider or a mouse, a high wind or the most harm- 
less lightning, the report of a fever a mile off, 
or the most distant act of violence if she could 
fear its reaching Chateau-Vicq, incapacitated 
her for all exertions. In the presence of Mn 
Bellarmine, she was forced to * behave her best :' 
but with no greater restraint than her duty to 
her pupil, her terrors were carried to an excels 
that was fair subject of merriment especia}ly 
as Rosanne's natural generosjty neyer allowed 
her to betray the secret 

But superadded to that which every one 
would have known for personal fear, alike com- 
mon to weak nerves and strong selfishness, Ro- 
sanne had often noticed in her governess some 
peculiar feeling which she could not understand, 



ttG ROSAI^N 

and for which Mademoiselle Cossart never seem- 
ed able, or at least inclined, to account. It was 
impossible to reveal it ; for it was nothing more 
iior less than a belief in omens, and a firm confi- 

« • • • 

dence in the existence of supernatural agency ,- 
and in the occasional visits of ghosts, with all 
the attendant train of weak credulity and pue- 
rile observances. It was agony to her, when^ 
dining at the table with Bellarmhie in bis Eng- 
lish style, if by any accident the salt was spilt ;• 
— if alone with Rosanne, shecquild manage, by- 
d little dexterity, to get a small quautity-^ 
enough for the purpose-i-over her left shoulder,- 
A dinner of thirteen, had she been even as Hiuch: 
in want of one as when Bellarmine engaged her, 
would have made it 'jour maigre' with her; she 
crossed herself slily when it thundered, consulted 
itinerant fortune-tellers, would not turn any 
article of her clothes that she had put on, in 
haste the wrong side outward, and would begini 
nothing on a Friday (l). 
' Rosanne had known from her childhood, that 
being for a moment in the dark was pamfijiL to 
her governess ; but, for some years, it liad. been 
easy to pei'suade her that this arose from her ex* 
tremely short sight. As Rosanne advanced in the 
knowledge of realities, she found this theory 
fahe ; but resorting again to the owner of the 
infirmity for satisfaction, she was now tauj^t 
to believe that it was * an arbitrary variation 
from ordinary and concomitaiit effects,' bj 



which dTie«toffered :-^stni it waa refelrcdto sigKf ; 
^d Hosatinfe inquired ito farther ibout thaf 
which, if it could not he accounted f6r, was stilF 
not to be disputed: it nev^r haSd occurred to- 
her, nor Wdiild she have understood it, if it had, 
thiat she had terrors which the light dispelled. 
' Bcit now, when Rosanrie was near sixteen, 
the'scfcret hetrayetl itself? The chateau likd been! 
iliiriiolefsted during a short absence of Bellarmine 
atid the kdiies ; biit on the evening of their re* 
tlihij'the feats of the servants^got the better or 
ttteir Respect f6r their master, -and a representa- 
tion was made to him, that' neither the cellaf, 
the* wo6d-h6use, nor, what was worse than all/ 
tfie lardei^, 66uM be approached without passing 
tf horrifille spectre.— Bellarmine made light of 
the matter ; arid having . dismissed th6 com- 
]$tainants witTl no encoiira^ment, he was ob-= 
liged to -Attend to the questions of Rosanrie 6rt! 
a 'subject that naturally dt\^akened her curio- 
liity. He supposed the story to haVe origitiated^ 
with one of Wie ihen wlib* had tra\^lled with 
tfeem, and* who, weary and sleepy, had either 
found an excuse for laziness, or, lihder the in- 
fluence of sorh'e disease,^ fancied tTiat he saw 
What could not exist; and of this he coUld quot6' 
mtoy cases in point. 

'' Another servant coming up to repeat thi6 com- 
plaint, Rosarine proposed, as the shortest me** 
thod of taking away all cause for it, to go her- 
self into' that part of the house in which this 

▼01. I. s 
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terrific form was said to reside. Her fatkex 
could not venture to dissuade her ; but he did. 
not offer to accompany her ; he, however, der 
sired her to take Mademoiselle Cossart with, 
her. For this purpose, she went to seek her; 
and she found her, but not at all in a state to h^ 
made the companion of an adventure*. She, to 
Kosannc's great surprise, owned her belief in tlie. 
report, and confessed her terror. R^sanne, ndt 
at leisure to investigate it, but without betraying 
her, went alone to the haunted offices ;-^^he 
saw nothing, she heard nothing, though her 
search was diligent, and her stay as long aft 
even the aif righted deemed necessary. She 4e^ 
sired she might be called again^ if the object re- 
appeared ; but all was quiet — ^some doubted the 
intelligence of their eyes— others thought their 
young lady's innocence had chased the spirit into 
the Red Sea. Chateau-Vicq was again at peace, 
and ^ by dint of association' the servants slept 
dirough the night. 

But the next evening the terror was increased. 
Mademoiselle Cossart had been nearly convinced 
that the servants had imposed on themselveft, or 
attempted imposition on their principals; till| 
before the usual hour for ghostly assignations, she^ 
had herself met the phantom in a narrow stonc^ 
passage, which led from her apartment, rather 
circuitously, to the housekeeper's store-closets. 
Paintings, hysterics, shriekings, came on as soon 
as she had reached her room ; and Rosannej 
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who was a Witness to them, seeing no reason' 
for concealment in such a case, reported it tq' 
her father. Again she went to the haunted places 
alone, and to as little purpose; but she had 
scarcely returned to the salck)n, when the alann 
was renewed: Imagining that her authority 
was not' suflScient to control the servants, she 
asked her father to go; and when he had thought 
a little, he quitted the room, forbidding her to 
follow him, but soon returned ; and by his silence' 
atnd his countenance it was evident that either 
he had not chosen to proceed, or that he had no' 
c^use for boasting. He dismissed her gently, 
and she betook herself to Mademoiselle Cossart^' 
not at all alarmed, but so persuaded that there 
was something to be kept secret from her, that' 
she would have encountered any thing to find 
it out. Sho laughed, in hopes, by irritating her^ 
to put the half-fainting lady off her guard, and 
rhake her incautious ; but Mademoiselle Cossart 
knew nothing of the state of Mr, Beltarmli^e's 
valour, and did not dare vindicate his cowt' 
ardice. The servants came ; and now, fearless 
on all points, save one, they justified their ter* 
TQTS by those which their master'^ prec^^ltion 
indicated : he had ordered lights all' over the 
fa^u^e, and two of his men to sit with him during 
the night. 

* My father is afraid of some attack on the 
house,' said Rosanne, when tlie servants had 
withdrawn : * he cannot be afraid merely of one. 

8 2 
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person going about to frighten the servants^ I 
am sure/ 

Mademoiselle Cossart now ingenuously en- 
tered on a history of visitations from the other 
world; and having arrested the ears of herpupil^ 
it was necessary to answer her (Queries as to 
the connexion of Brutus, the oracles, dreams, 
the magic lantern, and optical deceptions, with, 
tins formidable disturber of repose^ the doctrine 
of spirits. 

As if it were daring impiety to connect any. 
other idea with this, Mademoiselle Cossart could 
answer only—* I tell you 't is a spirit, certainly 
it is ; I saw it myself; and if it is ■ ■ " 

' What then r' asked Rosanne ; ^ but do tell 

« 

me what you mean by a spirit/ 

* Why, a thing without a body, to be sure.* 

\ Well, but what is it? what dO yon call it 
in French?' 

* Why, * revenant,' to be sure—* un re:v«bant.*' 
. * But * revenant* implies * re?enir'— it comes 

back ; then whence does it come ?' 

* O God of Heaven ! . why, from the .other 
world, to be sure — can you ask such questions^r' 

* God of Heaven !' repeated Rosanne, staring. 
VBut where has it been then till how?' > 

. * O ! in the grave — For the lOve of God ! my 
dear Rosanne, do not ask such questions— did 
yx>u never bear of people who were buried r*^— - 

! * From— the-^graye!' said Rosanne, with a 






tone of slctompfisbed discovety atiid satisfaction^: 
— -' fr6m— the — ^grave !' 

Mademoiselle Cossatt, looking round as if 
mhe feared ponishment for what she had already 
•said, would add no more. Rosahne, sitting down 
ta the practice of music she had in her memory 
or in her ideas, was at leisure to contemplate 
feer panic, but soon desisted from her employ- 
ment, to indulge her mirth, which ha;d, how- 
ever, some meaning in it. She amused her 
fancy with the probability that there might be 
ispiritsand * i-evenans* from the pastures and the 
poultry-yatd ; and that, not only in th^ stables, 
and in the hen-house : in the ponds, the ter- 
rors that now disturbed the chateau might be 
excited by a * revenant* carp, or the restless 
spirit of an eel. But so ill skilled was she in the 
science she was learning,' that she talked of de- 
parted eggs coming back to earth in the form 
of cocks and hens, ^nd of perch gro\Vn into 
larger fest), during their visits under ground. 
Her governess, shocked, at her absurdity, and 
disturbed' out of her own ideas by the duty, of 
meeting with reprehension those of a lively girl, 
grew angr3% Rosanne, whose mind and pur- 
pose were hot to be shaken by reproof or dis- 
couragement, considered this adventui'e and its 
circumistkrices as an accident extremely in her 
favour, arid, repelled in this quarter, betook her- 
self gaily to* her father. 

^ It ^as the irioonlight-evehing of a fine au- 

' S3 
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.tuinn-day, apd ^^ expected to fiiid hiin on a 
long terf acq- walk, to which the centre of the 
•chateau opened; but missing him there, sh^ 
.{proceeded to the apartinent which he pipst usei^ 
and at la^t found him iaa small breakfast-^room, 
.with candles-^and his . own man, yi^ho .>vas his 
valet, secrQtaiy, and librarian, sitting with 099 
of the footmen, by a most unseasonable fire. of 
wood in the ante-room. 

To her great astoni^hnnent, and much more- 
to the: increase of her perplexity, he was not 
merely, thoughtful, as if considering hqw best to 
avert a danger, but. evidently under the impres-^ 
slop of nervous terrpr.. She had gpne to him. 
Intending 'to urge him to explain, the new: idea 

received mto her mind with the >vprd * rev^nant ;* 

. .» /I. ... f'. 

but taking hold oh his fingers to coax hini iato 
mgenuou^nelss, she perceived that ,he trembied 
and was. cold. He bade her go again to her go- 
Vpriiess, and remain wirth her without quittii^g 
her apartment. ^ I would lipt have ym ^larni' 
fed, said he. ' Alariiied!' <she repeated — ^ why? 
My dear father, do tell me, I entreat you^ what 
$hould alarm we.' 

\ She did not intend to speak with an pi9e94in§ 
^accent: but it had that effect— he started from 
l)is chair^ stamped on the floor, and more posi-^ 
.lively ordered her to go ; then, in an instant, 
ifeelinghe had been unkindy he more gently- 
told her it was near her hour of rest 
^ Sh^ made no opposition: she withdrew; \f^\ 
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hot by the abAPtest path : sht dufed not stop m 
the ante^room to interrogate the servants; but 
she went round by the housekeeper's apartments 
to her own, that she might listen to the voices 
of those n^u*it. The light she carried blew out; 
but abe cared not : she stopped and listened ; she 
Jeafni that the female servants were with Ma- 
demoiselle CJJossart, on whom and her father some 
xeflections were cast» not very much differing 
fcoim liibse which the old man had bestowed on 
the bailiff; and she continued listiening, for- 
gdtdng every thing, in the hope of hesiring some- 
thing that nobody would tdl her. 

- She had retreated into a very eonvejtiient 
^iche^ when a, little motion in the air, and the 
dtscolouratton of &e pavement by a gmy i^ha^* 
|1dw, made her ttim her head^ arid she saw com^ 
ing towards her retreat, the object of terror to 
^thers^ and of curiosity to her : — it was a human 
form, of more than common height,^ wrapped in 
It garmfent of a dusky colour, and marching with 
silent step and solen^n pace— a strong • light on 
idle Mmrait of its figoi^e, .made her. look to tlie 
top of it, as it approa.ched to pass her niche; 
'tod alie then saw the. appalling cirpumstance, 
which was the face of a skull, illumipated by 
Intenial flame^ and.mufQed in black. 

- She stai ted and turned cbld, but ifwa^ only 
^r a moment; for, liaving too choice Mi ideas^ 
4lie had no ingeiiuity to tgrment her. She s^ufr 
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it.*r— ^ Tis ia m^ki/oMtdifibe;;/ he<basgotiSuch;t 
«Hi^l lt^ that ipy fattier, wdiited die toi otMAy-rrfit 
i§ pQ/his hiead^-^thU tit^kethimtdli ;,raiid adtght 
put \vit;h2n< it^ Wf)iild m;^ke ju&t wbafc)he>ia.f,/M* 

She adyg0c^ from vfaec xetttat^i and twkhw^ 
long fift^p^ lai4 hold>09 the; dusky <gfariiiefat^ ifEbk 
figure t^jrAedy. ^4» aeeiogbi^t drdj[)pcid)e»ii;sti 
knees In f^idwt mni>rae .axifiaksai.i^iiiJjDlide 
signs for isiteoce-**^ Tell >n)fiitnil:thi'/ /said, isdiema 
-Whisperr-r'whoiaaftyattrraijAAti^f---^ :: 

* Yes, m God'ftjOTy) judgerritoaT to 
am so sorry-rrbatilaiSQ: ioaly la4tias:;Maciiielt 
my pwf &ther.wts tuned^ cffiiyonlkxio^ he- 
caute he/ would abt workott.Suiidays^it^^s 
im%y midcbiej^only toff ig^blteftTt-oofci»)hint.^ 
God bless you! yQUQg!lady^.dQ tfiolftietny met| 
Jl r have lUtwr misoA. . tQ.frightea . jf&itmlj mavM 
Wfi ha.Vi^ come! near jfpa^r^Mre aretallJiYkite tvoned^ 
ifyoutelV,.. :;:..: - .. '^ : ..:: -• r:>,.^i^:. 

^.I wilkooC^td,sbe^^iii.^iow^6ke^./ifjyx^ 
.will go ; if you> -eomo) again, . I; muft^hete 's 
some moneyi'^when • .yon want, cbnttwroi i to iet 
me know/ but do not fVighten the servtots«* 

Jaques promised obedience; he.strij^ped off 
bis wrappings, blew out his light, and^Rosanne, 
before she reached her room,, had resolved to be 
silmt, and to let the affair proceed or be for* 
gotten, as might betide. it-r-She felt disappoinb* 
ed, that the newly-discbviercd corps of * revor 



«lpii8 of soAjiii'ufonning a description ; but stiU 
^he gaiued. l^v discovering symptoxns ef ^the.re^ 
jopf^QQ^pf thoM ncouod her ; iaiid«he:hof>ed^:ii)r 
not. abridgiiiS^'^heir ^Aight» #he might Imri 
more. It was painfiil to her to forbear relieving 
her father^s apprehension; but had she evea 
given up her own intent to do this, she could 
not bring herself to expose poor Jaques. 

The cause not again occurring, the terrors of 
the castle soon died away, and Mademoiselte 
Cossart found comfort in denying her ever hav* 
ing entertained the smallest apprehension ; while 
Bellarmine, not supposing hhnself detected, had 
a far better consolation in the certainty that Ro- 
sanne was freer from superstition than he could, 
under such circumstances, have hoped. 

The matter seemed to have no consequen<^es : 
but some it had, though of no visible import* 
ance ; for Rosanne treasured up in her mind all 
Blm heard; and she could not forget that 
lier father and Mademoiselle Cossart had been 
thoroughly frightened by they scarce knew 
what^ or else by something with which she was 
not to be acquainted. 



KOTE, 

(1 ) See in Thi^bault's * Memoirs of his twenty Years' ttosi* 
dence in the Court of Berlin,' many instances of the tho« 
rtttgh 8ttper«UtioA of those on whose outward ex^imple 
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Troussell whose flagitiouf conduct drove her noble husband 
io the desperate ciitasiroptie of suicide, but Lamethrie, the 
Marquis d'Argens, and the favourite sister of Frifderic, had 
Aeic superstitions, and such as would have di^raced a chill 
|||i!Qiight up on any thing less tfianthe hobfoUiii cyatcnu 
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rl £W ideajB, netw dccupatioMy . now cares, were^ 
c^rly; I ui; tht fpUovtring , spring, introduced at 
.Cha):em-Vi<:q« . No more NV^/thought^crf unreal 
te;rf Off ; for a f^v§r at^deQi al^oning^ aod con- 
,tf^ou^, ^i^ed cm; pope {losa^nne; and. her life 
mj^ , in.flanger. Thje ^ ]>hys)ciAU called in, Mrar 
4^.l4l)9rde, hsid ^explain^d to the/ famil^f ttie 
joa^^pf the dis^se» and it^; disposition to seiM 
on new victims i and from that iitstaut migbt 
jje.cop^templated, tp great ad.v^ptAge, the c}iiiatb> 
cipated. charities of js^n ex^lig)it^ne4 |MS0ple. . Bel{^ 
l§finine/ the e^ly professoi? f>f fio^JeeliBg^Iil* 
votary of t{ie fair, a fatl^R Iwinfe :almoatiN> 
j>l^vish dot^g^ his. only. iptfireeft.QR earth;ihis 
daugh^f r^-^possessing napriAciiplftjtba^ could oc^ 

conjci^f^him to th^ loi*« of her^jjand.ftotaittejt© 
^HPPft?^ her released from *f^vU;tp.ccttDe|! jiid 
<»lUd to parta,kp,4?f -an et^rmty.of jOyi.iWii^ aid- 
>tra:^nQ4, froip thjBibittaieatj p^^qczfigmfii rObljjLJby 
ti^pei waut of some pfoject, ,of :«|^rj^io^ b.bqiane 
9puld/i;e| ipde^- mqre .^^uitj^ly, th«:tilir4f^tKne4 
j^jm-3»prhi9 . mind jren^vnBt^ted ias,^iojst..tb* 
•flo^j^ arbitrary, specieis of rebjjerjr.j md,f9mif 
^jt jt woj|il4,>aye , ackno\vJedfe<l !^:P(m.9t whaA 

h^^M^W\\^^^^y denied, he migb^Mvft usfc<iltht 
bl^pheni,ous wgrds of a miQister of tbf-^ilQMife 
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try he inhabited, when a like danger threatejied 
his domestic comforts. 

Whatever the inward operation of his mind^ 
its outward character was of the passive detorip^ 
tion: he had neither fortitude to await, uqr 
energy tO' meet the blo^tf* Fear of contracting 
the<lisea6e,kep<;vkim' aloof from his daught^, 
vnd alnioiit depHv^'faerof th& serviees^^-tbeajb 
whose "care? would have been mostiiteful tb her. 
'Jtf one, whose; bui^iness ever brought theih iMo, 
Us apartiiient, ' must enttr hers ;-^e cbhhvlUid 
iikt physician Instantly on the possibility dF tie^ 
novin^ her to -a house, answering in deserf^ 
tion to the best cottages oi* lowest farm^hbiise* 
of England; and when this u^, with some snr^ 
priie, •|>rolnib^d,-:lUl began to plan his ^6f7ii 
Hight^-^not ftoih wmt of ktve to hi» childi biit 
inflaenodd by kf^rtor apprehension for himself.. 
^..friM aAsUHaiJi0e^^4iiiif%8ibian^ that a houist 
Mrroundi)igx>flLth«e6; sides a spactou's trianglcf, 
fifottld sitffiee to ' pi-event mischief, relieved his 
Iniad, as fal'-as'^as^ neeessaryto his standing 
l»^dutt<)i. and.shutttng himself up. sdmost' m 
totai darkness, lest the light'might bring inftc* 
tion^ 'he paced his aparthieWts tn what might be 
temi^ luifeeling agohy^ receiving from timet6 
tittle, duving the'^first t^Velve hours, arid^ with 
evcfry pMcautjtM', accounts of the progress df 
fan disease a^d the succession of sym^tomS| 
tach in- its nature more alarming than tbsit it 
fBspIaced. — 

4 
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- MademoiseUe rCossart, neither more brave nor 
more able to counteract her fears, but persuaded r 
that s(he must have caught the disorder, h^, on^ 
pUI:0$i3f>hical Jirineiples,' retreated immediately 1 
to!a|»rt of the chateau near the housekeeper's^ 
store^closets^ and below Rosanne-s apartments ;• 
mdt remained there, taking what care was inf 
her power, to resist the disease, by fortifying 
her itomaeh. She would have paid attention iui 
the evening to Mr. Bellarmine, but he begged 
to be excused-^he admitted that she ran no risk ; 
hut she. bad been too recently with his daughter 
to allow him to feel secure. 

-.The servants, perhaps not hard-hearted, were 
iWBftrly as cowardly as their principals ; andnolt; 
one woukU after the first day, approach tliat 
wing of the house in which Rosahne lay. That, 
she was thus deserted, was not known to Bellar- 
mine :. he ^vas excusable if he concluded, that 
Mademoiselle Cossart took * proper care ;' and 
Mademoiselle Cossart satisfied herself with* re-^ 
collecting, that * there were servants enough,* 
and that ' it was their business to run risks.' 

i The physician in the morning found the pa- 
tient alone, neglected, and in increasing danger, 
and wished to apprise her father of her situation ; 
hut in vain he endeavoured to gain admission^~ 
there was infection in his clothes. .Mademoi- 
selle Cossart was not to be found ; and it seem* 
^dthe medical man's business to be* the. nurj»,' 
or to find one. . ' i 
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With precautions raited to the fear of tihe 
plague aod the valour of an infidel, Bellannioe' 
entered on a correspondence of fumigated biU' 
lets ;— -and Monsieur Laborde had authority to' 
do whatever he thought necessary. He sent in' 
a' stout ^paysanne/ who, having experienced' 
llosanne's kindness, willingly oiFered her ser- 
vice, defied all danger, and laughed at the 
cowardice of those who could brave their 
Maker. She took her post by the bedside, with 
compassion and assiduity, and, accustomed to 
sickness, had the physician's confidence. But, 
even now, there was a difficulty ; the servants 
ran like mice before a cat, when she made her 
appearance ; and she was obliged to request to 
have her daughter to assist her, lest she and the 
patient might be starved together. 

All was, at length, arranged into system; 
and Rosanne was in no other danger than from: 
the disease ; but this afforded little hope. She 
had few intervals of recollection, and they were 
not clear ; but in one of them her ear caught 
the name of * God ;' and once, by the light of 
a. lamp, ahe saw her attendant kneeling with 
something, she knew not what, in her hand,- 
^hich she embraced and kissed. 

Rosanne* not yet dead to the operation of ci^m' 
riosity, murmured as articulately as her parched' 
tongue would admit, the question so familiar to 
hpff * What is thatrr-?-The woman rose has^ 
tilyi and Jiid the crucifix ; but when next doing 
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aqmethiilg to eaae poor Rosannei <lie agnifi be«» 
trayed herself: she could not forbear expr^sing 
her trust in the mercy of Clod, and her confi- 
dence in his power. When Rosanne, feeling 
very, very ill, put by ihediciDe, and sighed 
out, * It is of no usfe— *I must die !' tlie wo- 
man bade her * trust in Heaven, and remember 
that He who had raised the dead, and risen him^ 
•elf from the grave, could raise! her from her 
bed of sickness/ The sufferer heard the voite ; 
but the ideas were too foreign Co her to xesEch 
her clouded understanding; yet her inquisitive* 
ness, in its feebleS(t' state, ciould put out .the 
quick * What, what ?' of intermittipg delirium. 
When the physician arrived, there wa3 no 
increase of hope : blisters had not risen ; catai^ 
plasms had been unfelt : ^he was in a torpor re* 
^mbling sleep, but it was a deception and 
cruel mockery : it produced no rest, no good; 
it rather seemed the evaporation of stt^gth* 
She had no power of swallowtpg, but lay with- 
out inotioni arid to all appearance without con- 
i^ciousness. ^ It is pity/ said Laborde, as hj9t 
looked at her, ' ths^t any thing so pretty and so 
promising should die; but nothing Ies3 than the 
immediate act of Providence, and tliat little. 
short of a miracle^ can save the poor youtig 
creature.' He was incautious in speaking, and 
mistaken in his judgment, if he thought her 
i)ast the sense of hearing :-~5he opened her^yesj; 



and the character of atiMty, was lc|^tbte in h^r 
^lintenancc. 

A feport was madt to ^eUarmine after ^very 
medical visit : and the physician^|» ^ bulletin' of 
this datt, expressed in substance' what he* bad 
said at RosanneV bedside, but not in the same 
terms. To the philosopher t^e \vtote ^ en phi^^ 
losopbe/ . : 

Being called away to a distance^ he coufld,- 
in the state she was in» leave no other directions 
than to watch her, and if there was reason to 
suppose wholesome ^leep coming on» on no ae-* 
count to distorb her;— ^ As tx> the event,< she 
was in the hand of God ; and human aid wiis^ 
vain; since nothing acteil on the skin^ ^r could 
gain access to the st^mach.'-^-'BosanDe again 
opened her eyes with a look of languid dissatis^ 
iaction, but this was unrntelligibie ; and when 
the physician gave her his last look, her ' teeth' 
were closed^ and she was complete^ torpid. If 
HI the course of the day she roused in any de* 
greC) it was to fancy herself in a very different 
situation from the reality. She l^ew not where 
she was, nor with whom : her only wish, as far 
as it could be understood, was to be'sujiered to! 
sink into death undisturbed. 

Nannfette, her faithful attendant, sate at' her 
pillow, sometimes softened to tearsi at others 
consoled by the pious hope and ardent confix* 
dence of an hopest Catholic. As if it were un-; 
becoming in her, to obtrude her personal 



o{>inion8, where 'she knew there was no prac* 
tice of religious forms, she said not a word that 
tfid not apply to every mode of faith ; bnt yetj 
tii if it were itnpossible that she <;ould rest 
Within this boundary, she indulged hersdf iH 
. whispered addresses* to Him who, feven she knewj 
Was* ^albite mighty to iave/ . If she named he^ 
ittVourite saint, and tli^ Virgin Mary, it was not 
fiddiWy. -^ . 

^ 'T5i6 syinptomd at letigth assumed the prO^ 
phetJe aspect 6f approaching death : and Nan-^ 
nefete' threw'. 'herself on her knees beside hef 
&ffli(3tibg charge, who again opened her eyes, and 
pJ*)AoUiited • ^istinct!y> the words, * O happy t 
hfti)py> Otijght! 'right y Nantiette-s humanity^ 
piJedse<i \i^tth any exf)ression that denoted satis-* 
factSoh, pttirtipted her fo ask ^ what was happy* 
and'* what? S^as right ;' but Rosanne was, again; 
By thiA tim6, too far siink to give amy «ignf 
jlttd cWknflette ohce ffaore seated herself in readi- 
ness to ease the last «igh. • 

•^Btit^the last sigh was delayed so long; and 
tW'hind ishe^tried', when Ross^nne moved it, to 
ifepfatfe ' ^dei-' the bed-clothes, -felt so much 
dioreiyclidid^tb perspiration, that Nannette's' 
fWtil!'h6pei;i*tuiTied.- 

"'SSKe agkitl' watched: the torpor was not pre-^ 
dsei/bf ^6 same character as it had been hV 
tfcetta:'ii%asi'inore like swieet sleep: Hosanne 
smHedHas^-^hfe". slumbered, and- woke, after .a 
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peaceful rrepose of $pn^ ]}9^Wi cqllec^ed, .^i^JMlf 
^i^d-requ^^ng drink. • iN^i^tte's tearsjof com^ 
passionate joy flowed, .while ;sh? m^pd l^x 1% 
ter^stii^g patient to fwaUpw : slje thanked Gocly 
WMm 8^ perceiye4 l^^r endeaypuris not unsuQ- 
f^essfnl; and utter^ig her thank^ in a^ voice of 
\inrQ$trainied ecstacy, ]^an^ne looked 1^. sniUedi 
and said, ' Yes-^bejtter>-f TbftpJk-r^Teil mj^ fa,ther/ 

The prospect of her recovery now If^^f^^ 
mQX^ hopeful ; and in a vfe«i^ daya, r^zpi^eittie's 
cares Virere repaid by; s,eeing. her.. oi^t^^of dang^^ 
though in a state of e;Xtreaie del;>iHty- She s^nt 
Hind messages to hei? father^ and was |>^jipning 
%o feel hs^ppyj.when Sthe jivafi dispqncerted kyi 
th^; change of her attendant,; iwhom; ph^ ffalt in-i 
clivfi^ to love, with the a^ection vjrl^^^ji^sj^e, me-; 
rited; ; apd f rom whpjn^ , ^s^soon 'asr,$be.,wfts per- 
mit te4 to^^lk, she idfef^igned to he^r/ ipujch«that 
Vas : ^essexiti^l to. jher piea?,e, snd yrJ^^Uiiiev^s 
quitted her ;ecQ]lectioi>i while ^he could, ; ia, 
any degree, recollect hersplf* ., 

Her new nurse w^as the bailiff's wife, whom^ 
on the subsiding of ii^ect}pri^ Ij^r bu^b^d-s or- 
^rs and a very high W^\^ )>?d ;temp!i»d. .a»^<l 
Qompplled to fisque her^^lf.; Nfit|i^r. Ifter ^pect. 
ijior her mannera a^^defi,any^Qnifpi[t, , If^vipg, 
hated Nannette, and not m^pk ipJ^j^fe^X^^ B\fo\xti 
Bq^aqpe, of whq^ pat^epce.si^nd kindness Nasi- 
nette had s^id : epoi^h to r.9U8i9 ?P^^ ^^^/j^^^- 
Ipu&y in ;^n ill-ri^gi^lated, vulgar inind, ^^. 
replied to the fir&t question .a^ to,[|h^cI^a];>g^, 
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l^y..quibbteQ,,bqt; after §ome day$, by .the plaip,r 
unvarnisfhftd, -abnjpt truth, whicj^ being nothing. 
ls$s than that ;Nan;iette had caught the disease^ 
^ncj had expired during that night, might have, 
proved &AaV to her ;whom a^ie was to tend, 
' ;Rosaxiiie'9 fevier did not return ; hut the, 
shocks to . on^' SO/ reduced, was severe;; and the 
tflRsct not having subsided when Monsieur La- 
borde jmAt hift visit, . would have forced out, 
\h€ ti*u'th, . did nervous affection usually presup- 
pose a caxise. .The< w:onian having done all in. 
]|er power to prevent Miss BeUarmine's speal^-/ 
mg,< ascribed the concealment of her fault to, 

Twr own. dexterity; and, conyiuced that it; 
would at last be betrayed, saw, not far off, l^er^ 
husband's severe resentment of ;a folly .which 
might cost btm a place, valuable in itself, and 
made more lucrative by the large circuit which. 
his notions :Qf honesty assumed to themselves.. 
She, therefore, having tried in vain to represent 
Kannette as not yet dead, but in some danger, 
thought it expedient to dp what was little 
short of threatening Rosanne, that, if she dis- 
covered to any one what she had heard, no^ 
creature would come near her. 

, The bailiff's lady was not aware of the tem- 
per to which she addressed her threat. Made-, 
moiselle Bellarmine had not been so completely 
subjugated as to admit the usurped po\\n^r.ipf 
an inferior. W^ithout giving herself time tO: 
tecolle<^|:/ that a few day$ would^ in all probar 
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bility, rtmove both her need of atxeriJance:anf<l 
- the scruples of those who had deserted her^ ti)M 

received as became her, this infringemdht ot 

• • • . 

every law of decorufe; The proper eutcrtiori of 

right feelings had its cffec't'i the A^oilfiaii then, 

condescended to entreat ; atid to her entreaties 

Rosanne listened, When they Wcr6 enfcft-ced by 

a^representation of the darigetr to which tho^ 

exposing her insolence would subject' bciP. i 

Still, though the delinquent was intimidatedir 

; she was not corrected. She indulged her .ilK 

humour, by representing Nannejtte * &s . not^ dei/ 

serving of pity : * Nannettje was' vivf Weak, vcryi 

i^orant, and very obstiilate-^tod> so;.super«: 

stitious r i . ^ : . .? 

' The fever of Kosanne^s curiosity was not siib-^l 

jected to the languor of her pe^rsc^nJ ' With ca-*' 

gcmess, no less quick than when in healthj she? 

asked the woman what she meant by sixpef-i 

stitious? - M . ' * ^ 

* I don't know,' she repliedr-^* I hfear talk of 
some people still in these parts, thstt ktk su-* 
perstitidus— and there used to be a great many r 
but now, I believe, it is only among the lower 
sort — such as /don't keep company with/ 

* But what were these people ? Weite they 
bad people?' 

' No, no ; riot *df(/— only they Woiild believe 
any thing you told them, and thfey^ere always 
tSiIking about their church, and tjbeir priest, and^ 
their holidays ; and their priests told ^ tb^m a: 



^feat d^fil :about Gpjd an^ the devil> | believ^ 
|br I V^ftl|Dp0|prgpt>; b^jt I know poor Naur 
9ette. i¥^ jOi^f: pf the m^t obstinate — but, as for 
t^t in^l^jtf p;, I dare ^ay^.poor 60}\\\ she thou^h|: 
?h was Tj«ht^.an4, perhaps, if any My wa» 
'fo xfpBie and liv^ here agaiii, who was of tha,t 
1iy;ay of thin^cijpg,^ we should all he superstitious 
agaia ; for w^at can people do that hs^ve their 
bread to get ?\ : . ;. 

..Rosanae sopi^ f(plt ui^u^il to np^^^n^ining her 
p^rt in this cpnyers^t^p; and Mrs. Qailifi^ 
seeking apologies for h^fself whep nothing bitjt 
]fK selfi^hi)^ asked fpx them, prpo^d^jii with* 
x^l^^ interruption, to prqye tb^t Nannette bad all 
thfiifi^ul^s an envious neighbour could wish her; 
r*SU)d whofi Ilp^anne seemed, unwillmg; to hear 
g«nstt|:a^f 9P^ tp whom s)^ owed, if n.ot hep 
i^cpvery^ <;he tf pderest c^^ of her ii^ time of 
gffat nepd, Mrs. B^)iff replied to her requesjt 
li^t Nannette ^nig^t not again be. inentioned» 
with,/ i an? sj^re, Made^^piflielle^ if Monsieur ha4 
^pnflid^pdrPr Hjiown; wbpt^sQrt of a ppr^oij JjTanr 
p^tte yi^sA, he wouldi rnevjes; liavQ' let heryqojnfi 
iafo] ijofi r;Ch9.teau.W li^pi sprry £aritg% thought 
|losamuB| but she wp^ld i^pt, on any ppvoca- 
tioi^ thayer said 90. , .. ;; . ,- 
\ Si^ fell into a ^e4it9tive humour as she sate 
a^ .the wi9c)oj^, lookingi with feelings that 
W^^4 ,9pmething of joy, over tlie unsunned 
lan4scfipe,hbujt with t^ restoration of spmc dp- 
gree of.cpnifort in being. made sprupvlously 
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flcat, actording to her father's Etiglish rule ^ of 
neatufiss, land her e^^ -unconsdous preference 
of * whatsoever things ire pure/ In a^^prettjf lac6 
cap, not disadvanlkgtettS to"her^pa1|id bi^auty*, 
fi tKrrapping dress delicately white^ and a sha^id 
which 'Rosanne could toot make'fevcti matter b? 
convenience, without giving' it a character of 
cflegance, she, in a conAtry taot f^me^ for pre^ 
dsions, read a lesson to some invalids: in Eng- 
land ; • and w<Hild * hare toW thert, had they 
asked' her opinicm,- that si<ikndss' isi at besti 
baclenbngh, hnt dirty sickness, in^lifable. 
' Shet«r*!BOvercd sl6Wlyi-^mo» 8l6WIy thatf iW6 
woiiWhave recovered,^ had[ b^r'spiiits hot beetl 

• • • • I*' 

<Jej^cted, and her mind diiatresised ^ rofr^that 
which' had been ' \f ithheld from her' bbbsolatrdB 
In* Ker- sufferings, could' not •^thide itseir-fd 
embellish their alleviation^ liVhkt'rfieliatd^fell 
in hiBi^ mwiments of clfcar recoll^tion; fhSui thB 
want of afachorage for Iter th^gtrrs, none'btii 
tiersdlf could understand; and tixs^ ii^ls 4angifot 
of bef conyalescente nfecded/'aiid»'%otiid' hav^ 
beeti cheered by, theperfnr^sibti'tayeel gniteRS 
Ifor her wofaderfdlrtckir floor the jgraVe/and d* 
*f«wfe^e*^fo<', at present, ishe fdt little more 
than suspicion — of the Power to whdni* that feel* 
Jng tras tlue.-— Iii her unavoidable* waste -of 
time, i)05V ardefn^ly did she wish that she had 
been tauj^ht something that she c6ul<^ m thi^ 
Weiak, confused stite of debilitated infielleM, 
bear tdf think \dvi\ Shciwaslnot pron^to^idknfe^^. 
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liheliad Unoitnifew suspetisionfi of great powers 
of. activity; for, thouglx not robust, all that 
tiiere was of her, was capable of compar^iveljr 
great unciertakings : her vivaicity, :her ardour, 
her habits of life, all added to her natural abi- 
lit^^ aaulyltke a body, that! makes up in velddty 
fbr what it Wants in : ctrcumferenee, she htd ■ aH 
impulse that carrifedfaisr oter much which might 
have been obstacle to many more powerful 

' ^fint,' whiat was a poor, girl, . little ihore thaii 
ii^^tedn, sitting all day mberdiamber^whieb 
no one would 3ret venti&e vta\appixiachrfrsayj9 
and ex^oeptfttie iphysieim snd; the-Viilgar witb 
cf ^tfae^baiUif-^to make the qccupation! of Sber 
tivcm^hls? 1 She had lio/balls to recollect^ either 
agreeably < Qfr disagreeabiy;:' .she- bad sedu no 
|ds^a t&at her mind oould Te-talct : she. bait nei* 
ther^^ lovers nor companions ;' she had n^tfaer 
f strifes^, einulationa^ envyings,' dor frifendsbips^ 
to ofifer' images: fashions we)*e, with her^ neces- 
sities embeUqljed by / t^ste-r-but as the taste 
^s liev.dwii^; and it seldom had any judges^ 
dress was uninteresting to Rosanne, ' any inore 
tiia|i as it pleased her iather, or obtained the ap- 
porebation of . Mademoiselle Cossart SHe had, 
indeed, the choice of two Ikr-ge. windows to 
look frbfaii; . the one-commanddd. her. flower-gar* 
den ; . the other, thie grander part of the domain 
«nd iiiie distant country : but' when she :had 
dragged, from one window to the otdier, and 
3ate down tiredy she foiind she had only to gaze 
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on nnprt^table vacuity. The natural! iugjges^ 
tion of her busy mind — * I wonder rwhatf-f-^t^ 
tracted her : she put her hand to her ^forehead; 
and toid herself ' it was not for one .so weak tp 
wonder.' . '.;> r.''\. \ ■; a 

if objects' presented by nature weitei thus lifef 
less ionder restriction whiidi .she oould not over^ 
conie, to what ahould ishe tum?-rf<8he oopld 
not read*^he? eyes could: yet ]sc»rdsly bcAr th4 
light of the rookn, without its being mod^ftt^ : 
«*-the very diought' cf miisic was pakifulT— ! it 
was wotider^l how ahe ever could andufe tbe 
noise : of it'-^ndt only her esql, but ev^a lief 
ready^-sketcfaing pencil/, waa out of fkvoiar-^ 
and ^ if she ever sketched igain^ ' it mustf be ^ 
a dark ' paper?— *^ it wad . aatonishing • tha£ white 
diould be used for aiiy thing' — if she had attf 
faef shawl to throw over the part of her dre^a 
tibat she looked on, she must give tip wearing^ 
' dear, neat white.' — All scents, : but that of de^ 
lightful sal aroni(xiiac» weie oppresdve-«^He 
was snre ' she never could again paint in oils of 
any kind/ . ; . > 

Pursuits and recollections of thia species pi^ 
scribedf she bad yet her stores of nieniory — she 
iiad literature — ^she had arts and sci^ides to jcall 
up to her aid and comfort-^AU niiserable, harr 
l^n products of an arid soil-«->' clouds withcHit 
water'^^fatiguing tlie attention, . and with :no4^ 
thing to repay the iktigue— dsshe tried diiem alh 
^^passages from her father's favourite anthc^ 



whicjihe had ihade her gn*ibyi^wsu:t,;.gfi»ft(9f 
poetryi.iurlijicfa hef lia^ tmn^lAUiAJrii^thGiym 
writers of aiit^quit}ijinto ' M^iQ^phmffi,\'ii^4 
with i > bis x>wa 'iV)ien\?8 3:-w$tonie i w^je !^loqu*n t-ry 
ibme' uscre'elegantM-all Ivui tbeirpj^ilt^ .btu^9f](( 
a ! merit' • that - suited IJi^ I ibrlpm/ iii^tte$8^psoi$f 
RcttaQkib Beirarmitia .! > ! ; // . ■. ;—, t 

: 'Sbe^lceaied irecoHedting and ! ifepeating-r^^llte 
eouiltedber iin^ers apd tberrJointSfryt^e vs^riou^ 
fh^tioibis; to which' her, haiid aoddmiBodated3it9^1f 
striidk ihei; : she. eon^ered this 'coio{k>Uq<1 ib^ 
tiantof 'the binges' of her armr-^ bow iwowferr 
fill - die Jcontrivanoe !' And f.thal :irhb his^^f 
should so assist each other ! it is incotnpr^h^ 
sible to mel — Natarje^-^^nattcr-^hut bowP^— There 
is but one spot about ime, I findi in AVhich I can 
^aee'Qiie hand withmit \h^,p\iy^^^ bejp^^ti^ 
taireadh. it;^ and that is: eniyiwhen. { .pi^t. i% 
nndfir) the elbow; of my [othfer aroa, whpr;^ 4j; 
wks^ can .waat an assistant^^O ! Mqw qonf|iSie4 
•ay.head.grows!— I wish ipy;,iiail$ wqhW- l^e? 
iMMhe idf . their natural cptew,. , I will t^ke 4^ 
othei} walk, and look at the : garden t\ot|r — ^^ 
I will look the other way : I .vfond^^ w)^^ri 
shall be well/ , » ^ • 

* Now, in . this horrid unstrung ft^pf every 
Jfcbing about us, which all of us, who h^ve kno^jtrn 
the lassitude of recoivry, have niore or I^ss en- 
jdunedy when nothing < is palat^J^le^ mpthiog is 
ing^t, nothing will andus^ aoltbiiig v^ill/plga^j 
^imriiappy would BAsannenhaYl^ b«eii)fip lim9 



ptmeMid SL <U}iafpftf 4 consohctbiii an* eimpio!);:'' 
mtni 'whkh sdltcits, and^ alas! sometimes in 
^am, eur abde^tanoe and our axio{)tioh. When 
fhe loaked at the flow^T'^gardeB,/ thangh not 
drest in all iW beauiyy > or ^ovte the country,: if 
she might hkvta iddnlgcid in considering icveri? 
thing she saw, as the work of ian.Almig^biry;.aidl 
AU^mercifuli Creator, all #onid have .had ^ an 
interest perpetually tleiffr^ and migliJb 'have 
opened sftdres 'of knowledge tX) be acquiredimtht 
out fatigue. If^ when the stafpsspppiied. the 
plarM of the withdrawn sun, she snght >have 
repeated th4 pious expresiiiom of our Cbiistiatf 

poet, ■ ■-,..' '.uir'ih 

t.. " For erer siiigtag, as they thine^ - ; \;,> 

'^ The hand that made ut is divine." .a 

iihe would have welcomed the vicissitudes' 6f 
the hours. If the Scriptures had been familiat 
to her meiiiory^ the Ps^lnis,- the divine Seaium 
on the mount, the doctrino^iof Him who / spak» 
as never man i^pake^ the^rictfit^'of Jiirn Swho 
taught as one having aurthovity/ita^d :th6):ha«> 
Cory of Him 'who wans sibitteh* for 'bur trains- 
gressions/ and in thf$ Jbenel9ts of whose ideatb 
she might have hoped to have a valuable <sharb, 
would have found occupation ^ her thovglits 
that would, even in her stagnating existendet^ 
have given wings to* the moments, and have 
made their quick flight her heaviest (iom^lainK 
And with this ki^wledge i would have .tessa« 
that, not of divine origin' iddeed^ bi^t so cook 



tiScted ks to 'reiieve the mind without distract- 
i»^ It, and cbtrobomting, by the testimony of 
ages, that^Whiich has been delivered to us ftwn 
thfe vfery Heavens (!); . isTay, had even the good 
Dr. Watts's pretty Hymns for children been al* 
lo\Jred her, shfe Would have repeated with thank- 
fulness and piety those intended for the mouths 
of brfbes. ^ ^ 



4 • t \ t V. 



■ 4 > < 



'' fisiving been made" to feel, as long as cdw- 
i^dice and auddcity, ' credulity and iilfiddHtyj 
bought fit to inflict it,* the severe punishment 
of solitary quarantine, the physician's certificate 
restored Miss^ Bdlarniine to the^presAiceof h(» 
father,' and ' then ' illowed hei^ ^ aftfectlonate go^ 
^ei^ess — ^who had always desbribed • herself ai 
^-taking the place of a mother to Mr. Bellarmine'ti 
atrliable -daughter'^he inefiablfe deHght— the 
rapturous ecstasy of returning-^wilth 'CampboT 
in her bosom and her vinaigrette in Wer hahd*-^ 
to the sight b^her^anxiouS chargfe. ^ ^^ ^ 
\ * Ah, my angel f bried she, oil rushing^ ' int<> 
the ipartment, ahd stumbTing to the sofa,*^ 

* you know not what I have suflfereld for you/ ■ ' 
' Rosanne's lov^ of mischief amounted to what 
the French call ' malice^'' but riot what we call 

* malic^/— ' I am sorry,' she replied, gravely; 

* to have added to your troubles : but, indeed, I 
think you are still fatter than when I was taken 
ill/ 



Edyc^tion )^f been very^ ill boatowed oo 
Bmanne, if sl^ did not perceivei under tl^ 
f Y«r-acted raptuie of this: visit, spiqethii|g lik§ 
f. meamng o£ atoDiiig bj the ' too much,' for 
vfh^i might ha^e been thought the ' too Httle* 

• ♦ • 

of her governess s concern for her{ but th^ 
£Ood lady escaped hearing n^^ by th^ con-* 
summate self-possession with which aggressors^ 
who ought to make every submission, pass over 
their own enormities In high silence. 
. . In Rosanne*s mind» no change had taken 
place; it was a mind that was always ad* 
vancing; and though it might be hindered iQ 
its prpgress, it was never inclinf^ to giv/^ 
ground^ llie abundant time allowed for thouglf^ 
to persons not ill enpugh to be employed ;bjf 
filment, and not well enough to undertake^^ 
more independent e;mploymenV. had been ;y^iry 
hostile to thaJ; implicit obedience which yr^^ 
d^jpan^l^.. ff^m her, but very friendly to that 
qualifi^ spirit <>f resist^Qo which slie meaf^^ 
but by the sentlest means, to. introduce in its 
fktead^ ^\ic was as firm as evi^ uji her purpose ; 
e^ery consideration impressed more on her mind 
the valiie of that knowledge she was determined 
^;^^tai,n^ but, with her respli^ion, lucrQased 
that disposition to caution^ . by which ajone 
sh&, i:puld, hope t;o be snccessfUU > 
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« (1 >- As ii is ^ity tliat Ihe astidiiky -iifid IngetlHit^ df gooA 
mothers should bi^ vitiated by A defebt in n^otiv^. At ^lisftpiir 
plied in the diil^otitw^. it ia very e»ir«^t{lX!!^ecpinmended to 
them to make the exercise of the young memory servii^^a)).!^ 
to the interests and ^eoftlforts of adTandng age« The evils 
of li& arp diminished ,%p .those, vbo,I|aye mi^ds well $t«»r94-*- 
Weak^ healthy kui^eness^ blindnessy deafness, are all rendered^ 
1^ |;rievous to those who, as it has been humourously 
aaidji * * live upon stocky' oifp more seriously, ' draw from their 
own resources/ And, with regard to moral advantages,. 
^e use is great ; and were we capable of writing our own 
ju;irenile bipgra])byi the root of many good * habits of think- 
j{)g^and acting - n^^t be traced to the half dozen books 
wbicb fonned ojur nursery -library, and which the happy 
necessiity of frcquj^nt perusal has engraven on the memory 
b^ the insensible inculcation of frequent re-perusal. After 
idl tliat it is Uie fashion to say against the absurdity of 
making foxes and asses our instructors* that ^ wisdpmof the; 
wisfi' the-fablev Is not to. be desjNsed — it is the concentra- 
tion of elaborate thought; and, with the noiseless proceed- 
ing and accurate celerity of an arrow, may fatally wound 
some base passion, cripple for ever some odious vice, or inv 
plant some improving virtue : the advantages of a memory 
stored with higher things, become still more extensive 
as time matures our perceptions. In proportion as good 
acquisitions of this kind are valuable, bad ones are perni- 
cious. The mischief of giving young persons a taste for the 
drama, is not to be calculated — that it fiirnishes the readiest 
language in which to embody that which it were better 
to evaporate, is one great objection ; but that the benefits to 
be derived., from the poetry which is the excellence of the 
drama, may be communicated without danger, and that it 
will assist them to embody that which ought not to evaporate, 
is one argument in favour of a mind thus stored. The grand 
virtuous sentiments of our best writers, form a ready com- 
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mentarjr on the Soripturet ; and the corroboration famished 
by the daasics, should be deeplj impressed where educa- 
fioii is. parried thus fiur. Hamlet's aoUloqyy well* oxphpned^ 
inil aid the warnings (^ the Gospel ; and t^ . . .. .^,, 

^ Pallida mors sque pulsat pede/ - .' ^ 

and the 

< Qnid sit futonitt eras, fbge quserere,* :!; • t 

cf Horace, wiQ wedge in the information that * life ticK' 
and the poor meet together,' and enforce the fiberating' dm^ 
mand to ' take no anxious thought for the motrdiw,* BdcB 
morsels given to the young mind to digest, when alt ita 
pores are open, will produce a healthy constitution : thi& jire-^ 
cepts of religion will not be cavilled at, when it is recollected* 
that they have been also the precepts of worldly miitnait 
and the applause bestowed on good conduct in ih&'liib^ wiS 
be, in some measure, an earnest of higher ap{>robatidn,'{f 
sought on proportionate motives. — ^We cannot always rua' 
to books ; and perhaps when their aid is most desirable^ we * 
are least able to seek it; but the lesson in 'the mind and' 
heart is the preceptor at hand, and the consolations ill tmt 
recollection will be the < rod and the staff" of the PUtfaajit^ '' 
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CHAPTER XXII. 
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jSellarminje, whose joy at his davighter's recof 
very could hardly yet overicotiijB the misefabk 
da&pairing anxiety tp which he i)ad yielded Mtrit 
^eif/ durii^gher. danger-^nd .who,* had he.ie-* 
cognised' a suierinte^ndiag Providence, might 
^ye' l)eien;9aid^ unwillingly t<i>. forgive, on .^aay? 
^rms of cpmpensation, the A'ight he hdd been 
Hiade'tP ¥ii4€^"Jg9i. , offered, tft b^^her compamon; 
in the first exercise shecoifldt^e, beyond the 
apfirt^neats of the cl^t^u, . Notbiqg could ex^ 
ceed' thje tenderness qf his poUt^nei^Si ty^t the 
accuracy of his jiidgipient^ as Xo what, would 
contribute to her; copffort, ^or.whiflh mig^t, by 
aegdig^nce, defes^t any part of the intention 
wim which she was taken out. He assisted in 
^fting her into the carriage, and ordered the 
^r hones to be Hffpt at a.fpot-pace. * , 

*' The air was cordjW to her spirits : she ^ish^ 

not 110 be a dull- companion ; and she had, even) 
i>ow, views which she did not mean tQ neglects 
Her father^ considerate to the eixtreme \of ia«*< 
4ulgence, suffered her to.lq^d the cpnversatkln, 
and to pursue or discontinue it, as her inclind* 
tion prompted. 

V l}e spoke with the kinjd^t ss^^sfaQtion of the 
appearances pf rQfttmiQg health in .h«r CDuntfr: ; 



She had been hitherto meditating on the best 
Opening she could make to introduce the sub- 
ject at her heart^^^his vi^as^a fiir one. 

*My recovery Sir, I believe, was, atone time^ 
ittft to be expected/ - . ' '* ' r:: :: v... 

t. *At otie tiine> indeed, my .dfear ehild,-Wfe had 
KttJe 'hope of it.~We had triM every *'thittgf 
that' dottld' be thought oto— our^ att^ntitin' ^i^a* 
ihceasant-^and'feuch anxiety! I ani- s\ite wfe? 
must give th« Servants <^redit' for their liberal 
sympathy-^ never saw a fteer offering * of 
humbly aifectioti thati in all our people-*-ifc 
codvinces ftie* how much better families wilt 
be ordered, Wheti every servatik is made to pifide^ 
himsdf: on his^ voluntary respect f6t those' 
whom cbani^e^has made his temporaty iftasters 
•^Eo rniB^h bfetter than the ilkVish hypofcrfey* 
I have 86 a^feri* ^een practised} attd this must 
be done by feklightening the teihd.- — •' 

i^ Rosiattne^kl hot inquite intd the-ti^utii, or» 
the leaning, of all .this sound df ftetise. Sbi& 
^)C5^ded- on he!r J>lan, ais her father did dh bis, 
by 'pui^fiibg her own subject, and by asking* 
him to \^4lfat caiise he aiCribeii her rescue firbm' 
tha dawger of hei' illness. V * 

-He assigned it to the physidiuj -hi* frfetid^ 
MonskUr Labdrefe's - great skill fend'' afttefttitf*;- 
and his never abandoning hbpe.* ''I *^^ * 

' '8he^ gently idoiitroverted this, by aflegifcg 
her perfect ^r^cioliectibn . of his^ ^mbarrasstnettt^ ' 
his despair, and of his being called |iway ^hbti' 
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Ifaei was in tiie gmatest dapgejr ; afid restsoning 
only in the way which she had been tftught^ 
she looked to her. father for his concurreoce 
in ber bpinibn> that Monsieur Laborde's skill, 
attention, and disposition to hppe, had no inf 
fluence on her recovery. 
' He then named the piobaUe, thdug^i not 
immediate, eifect of the medicines he bad os^ 
dered before, the danger was at the utmost ; aftd 
ran off to the prudence of ^ meeting the coming 
idisease/ 

' No/ said Bosanne ; * he tells me — for I have 
inquired of him — that the powers of nature 
very soon ,had ceased to be capable of excite- 
ment: he declines all credit in the business*' 

* Laborde ' is a modest man, — ^I never found 
him at all assuming :'*-I remember when once 
I consulted hi m ' 

^ 'He may be modest,' said Rosanne, — smiling, 
while she interrupted her father ;*-»' but be must 
be modest to insinc^ity^ if what I have heard 
Inm say of the sfate I was in, is true, and tt 
•was he who relieved me/ «- 

Bellarmine's placidity was in danger.-^ I-wisfa^ 
my dear Rose,' said he, ^though, indeed, I ought 
<ikQt to be strict with you, till you are stronger 
— *>but I wish you would, at least, . not lose the 
habit of speaking correctly — ^you say, if it is 
true, and, if it was he. — Now, though I grant 
there are jnauy cases in English, whev^ if ^* 
mits of the indicative— ye^ wb^^ver thefeisk 
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/conditionality, or a Gondngency, it; beyond ati 
question, must have the subjunctive after, itr-^ 
* if it be true^f it were he/ 
' 'I will go od/ thought Rosanne: * if we art 
come <tb the syutax, I am not far off an answer*' 
— She professed herself gi-ateful for the cortiea:'' 
tion,- iand proceeded i f Mcmsieur Lahorde says I 
-was, to alL appearance, dying, and that he shaft, 
never ceade to wonder at my reviving-^/^e cto 
give no .account of it/ 

' The proximate symptoms of death/ said 
fiellarmine, 'are not agreed on-^tliere is no. rule 
'on the subject: but, my dear, chik^ can you 
suppose thrs a pleasant topic tx)Mm ?*-rit\t was 
not medicine, might it not be ilie regimen my 
friend ordered ? — Regimen is, in tl>e opinion of 
some medical men, far more efficacious, tba^ 

medicine — and it has ^' . . y 1 

. ^ No^— it could not be that j for !my, teeth had 
been closed fer hours.' 

* Why,; tlien, my dear child, we may: congra- 
tulate ourselves. oh the strength of Vpiir constH 
tution*— ^Though you are of a . siigbt . <nake, 
ye t - ■ ■ ' 

* But I am not particularly strong*— Poor 
Nannette, who has. died of tlie.same fev^er, wns 
far stronger; 

* Well, then, will you allow it to be an effoit 
of Nature r— she is very, powerful, .when, she is 
left to . herself — ^and I should call you one of 
her prime favourites/ 
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* Yes ; but still that does not quite satisfy 
Ine, — I cm hardly describe what I. feel:— I 
Avant something or somebody to thank^-^Now I 
cannot thank Nature, I suppose. At least/ said 
5he, with a languid archness^ * I do nbt kiiow 
.where to find her just now/ 

* O ! that's silly, my dear Rosant^e— that is oot 
^t all like you-^I should rather have expected 
jfou to say, Where is she not to be found ?! 

' Well, but, dfar father^ only hear me.fpr a 
moment^ for you must not think me silly :-^ 
you know I am very conceited-*-! can't bear, to 
be called silly/ 

* Ypu sha'n't be called silly then. — How lovely 
tbe country looks at this season! it i^^nqt, in 
auti^nm, equal to what I. have seen in Eingl&ud 
r*-<«you will like to see England, I think ; at leasts 
you will like it for a short time. — The Verdure 
of England no country can boast/ 

Rosanne was not to be unhorsed by a sur- 
prise, oif the repetition of surprises.-^^She begged 
permission to state clearly what she. meant, that 
she might make good -her defpnce-r-and as it 
.woi|ld have been, not only to act unreaisonftbly> 
but (6 avow the intention, if he stopped ber, he 
reluctantly, sutfere^ her to proeeed^ Cfiutipniug 
her against the exhaustion of her spirits. 

* I only want to know what I am to under- 
stand by Nature.' '•..;.[ 

* Why,Avhat do j/ou understand, by it?', ; 

* I have no cle^r ideafh^aud I hate^beipg pet- 
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petuaUy puzzled by a thing that retixh to my 
tnind twenty thnesi in a day. — My o\tn notion is*, 
according to the common sense I perceive 
given to the word, — that Nature is, as a person* 
at best but imaginary ; but that, in reality, we 
mean by it some order or fashion of thinga^-^ 
tome mode of existing, or coui'se of proceeding ; 
*~aiid then, wlien I liave got thus far, I cannot 
help asking' myself who was the contriver of 
this order— the founder of this ^asbion-^tho 
chooser of this mode of existitag — the deviser 
of U)is course of proceeding: — I know I express 
myself very badly, but, indeed, I do not know 
where to 6nd words to suit my meaning.* 
I < Your ideas want precision and arrangemien^ 
*^I wish you would not fatigue yourself. CJon* 
«ider, my poor little Kose, how near dying you 
4iave been— think what a tax your constitution, 
has paid — ^you should have a little mercy on • it 
-•^yoti are always very merciful to your hors^— * 
Jbe merciful to yourself: — by the way, I will teU 
Michel to exercise your horse ; M'e will petticoat 
him, and tell him to rid^ tike a lady fair.-^ 
think, in three or four days, you may venture 
to go a very little way— it will recover you 
fasj:er than any thing :-=— I have always observed^ 
that horse-exercise- * 

« 

Nothing but the importance of the subject to 
Ber, and an early training to despise difficulty 
and endure opposition, could have enabled Ro- 
vanae to get back again, after her fUther's vexa^ 



flocis leading away from the point she had reach^ 
Od; but she persevered, in spite of weakness^ 
i^nd discouragement; and he was again forced, 
to listen. 

; She begged. only one minute's farther pa- 
tience» and said, ^ I would not for the world bc^ 
-superstitious, after the pains you have taken tq 
•ave m6 from being so — but still I should like 
%o be right ; and, to obtain this power, I mus^ 
explain myself, which I can do no otherwise^ 
^n by supposing a case. — -Now, supposing 
Ma'inselle Cossart gave me something that i 
was delighted to have^ and I had reason to think 
somebody else bad giv^ it. her to give it to me^i 
I should, undoubtedly} be anxious to iSijkd out-*^ 
Hs^t I could not rest till, I had found, out— <thq 
original giver; and thi^ restlessness would pro^ 
ceed, I suppose, from, iny natural .wi^ to bqi 
grateful 3ut if Ma'n^seUe Poi^t, when I 
w«5 : convinced that this pr^^nt hfidbe^n giyefi 
her to be given to me, took on herself the cre-j 
4it, and <feceived H|e, I^slipuld be vj^xfd; be- 
cause this would defiraud of my gi;atit«ide, th? 
person entitled to it ; and I should.be still ipon^ 
anxious to discover the tiuth} and the person so 
defrauded would have a right to be angry. I 
confess — though I may be vei-y wrong — that, J 
iMippose^ this is a mistake I. am in about Nature; 
r^r cannot find out tha,t Nature is any body, p^ 
has a,ny thing to give — ^yat every .thing is giye^ 
to us^^I therefore suspect, that more is .ascrlbe4 
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to Nature than is fair; and I cannot he satisfied^ 
till I know this. — In short, if Nature is — I should' 
say bCy a person, I suspect she is' only a'servanti 
and I want to know her mistress.' 
' ^ Do you think then/ said Mr. Bellarmine, as 
much displeased as he dared be, with such a 
pretty thing as Rosanne; and so requiring con-f 
8iderati6n, ' that /am imposing on you ?— am / 
setting 77?yself forth as the giver, when- I anr 
only the fconveyance ?' ...... 

« 

V This was a little artifice to makfe: her take to 
I'lerself, that of ^hich she was not' guilty. If 
she had to defend iier own' cause,* there* was a 
chance tliat, in the-mean tirtie, that of ^ super- 
Stition' might fall to thie ground.-^But Ro$anne's 
febrporarweakness washier greatest • She hinted 
that sudh a constructibncbdld not be applied t<y 
fterWoi4s*;'aiitfj'in tfeftos rather moveieJiplicit, re^ 
pesfted 'her wisth to 'knov<^ to whoi» l^ature was 

indebted for het power? to be bountiful and be- 

.... , 

neficerit. * .»..:... , . , . . 

' * My dear Rosanne,' he Replied, ^ I wl*h you 
Wcfuld let such subjects isleep, till y6u haVe per- 
fectly regained your strength.^ — In' y(^ut weak 
state, it is impossible to satisfy you. You have 
such an irregular mode of putting your ques- 
tions, and stating your difficulties-^the mere 
effect of weakness — that it is impossible to reply 
to you. Do not, however,- suppose, I mean to 
teprove you— I know what such a itate of weak- 
hess is — I remember, when I was quite a lad ■ - ■ • 
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' * I. am "satisfied, my dear Sir/ said Rosanne,' 
*;that you il)€an nothing but kindness :— pray do 
not be top 4Cdnsiderate'of hie-^for I wotild nludi* 
mther have my doubte removed,* tliab my weak-' 
ness mdu]god; When I tell ybu that I sbiiie* * 
times cannot 'sleep for the perplexity of my'' 
thoughts^ I am sure yoii ti^ill have the goodness- 
tp ^assist me.' : . - ' * ' 

. ' Jiafce<?;/'-^tepHed Bell&vmine, looking rtither* 
stiftpiciouKly at her. - 

; ^ilt in very triie-^nand I aiii certain I shall be 
much hatppier wlien yotf hav( taken the* trouble 
tQ remove niy dbubts.-«-I aim sure 1 sbdl lefedver- 
faster/ . -r ^ 

\ * Well, then; what, praiy, ^re they ?V ' ^ 

. ^ I have stated my dissatisfection in being 
perpietually referred to Nature, — which I- con* 
oeive not to be a person < or a thing, but an 
order of things.^— When I am iefelcing the origin* 
of the good that I enjoy, and some ode to whom ' 
I may reasonably feel obliged, I caittlot thank 
tbe order of things : — that would be-absurd*^the 
stream is not the fonntain-~a rPse'may be borne 
upon the current of the river, and. may reach 
me, and I may be p}ea^d with receiving it; but 
tlie current. that brings it, is ndtherthe rose- 
hush, nor the donor of the rose. I can be 

qjbliged to it only for the carrilage.— Do you un- 

' ■ ' I 
^erstandmer' 

..*My dear Rosanne,' said Bellat-mine, rkther 

gravely, * I iindersttind you>^ and I cefrlfainly 
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wcMild XK)t' have you utigrateful-^for gratitude 
I bave always looked ovk as an elegant virtue; 
but still less do I like this growing inquisitive i 
n^$p When I recommended to youi in your: 
early childhop4> observation^ and a proper. curio<*^ 
si|;yy I .did not mean a prying, sceptical disposi^- 
tion. 7)3is sort of inquisitivenes^ will, some time 
or other, if you arie not resolved to overcome it^' 
lead you, I s0e clearly, into that low, vulgar, 
slavish adoption of ready-made opiniOnS"-*that' 
cre^Uty which makes people afraid of putting 
out a finger* The present age, and diis coun->* 
try in particular, deserve the thanks of man« 
kind for the exertion they have made to over- 
come deep-rooted prp^dice ; but ym absolutely 
are :gpi4g back to the errors of the oldscbooK 
Beni^ber what I have always told you : it is; 
the gr^fit reqcpimeindation of young women to^ 
))e CQUt^nt to be taught to think, till they cafi> 
think rightly. If, on coming out into life, they^ 
once set up for themselves, all the charm of* 
their st^ is gone : be siLtisfied then with what I 
tell y<ou, and you : feel.r^You feel that you ape 
recovered—- you will npt Assert, that you would 
have recovered, if left to yourself and your 
fever,-- taborde, who is, in my opinion, one of 
the fifst physicians in this countryy attended' 
you, and % am certain that, if only for my sake, 
you had his best endeavours: — his skill, your 
awn excellent constitution, tlie care taken of 
ypii ia your ir^it^cy, yoilr timp' of life, aisid an 
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^iFort of Nature, haye, I am happy to say, re* 
stored you ; and I cannot see that it matters to 
you or to- me, which of all these things has hail 
the greatest share in your restoration.' 

Rosanne felt exhausted as soon 'jl$ she wai 
thus answered-*-she said no more. 
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CHAPTER XXtll. 

A. siipHT time sufficed to complete Miss Bellar* 
mine's restoratiou to health and vigour of body, 
when once she had tasted the refreshment of the 
open air; but her spirits did not return with her 
strength, and she needed reminding that she 
\vas unemployed. The idea which she had re- 
ceived, of some measure to be observed in con- 
tradicting her father, restrained her habit of ob- 
jecting and opposing ; and she felt that there 
was a character in the presentobjectof her pur- 
suit, that none before had ever possessed, a sort 
of refinement and delicacy which did not admit 
of violent means. It was an imperfect and un- 
outlined notion ; but it existed in suilicient force 
to convince her that she would be turning her 
back on that which she was seeking, if she pro* 
secuted this inquiry as she had done some others. 
She became, though more silent and less ani- 
mated than heretofore, an object of increasing at- 
tachment, since she seemed more to claim pity ; 
and her father, when he rallied her for having 
sickened ip the character of Terpsichore and re- 
covered in that of Melpomene, confessed that, 
* though she had put a trick on him, he had no 
cause to complain.' If he had called her Ura- 
pia, he would have been more correct; forRo- 
fanne was not the muse of tragedy— she was 
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6t?cking that happiness for which we ahnost in- 
stinctively look to the skies. 

. Within the first week of her liberty, as one* 
day, without purpose or intent, she had beeu 
to inspect her colliection, which, dumb in them*- 
telves, were dodbly dumb to her, in returning 
through the kitchen-garden, she saw, at work, 
a man who, when employed in her flower-gardeti 
during her confinement, had been pointed out by 
the bailiflF's wife as Andr^, the son of Nannette. 
The strict injunction, under which she had .been 
brought up, of never holding any conversation 
^itli a servant, was of no force when opposed^ta 
h^r feeling at this moment. Without even the 
j^recaiition of looking round, she accosted him: 

* ' Podr Andr^ ! how grieved I am for your «ad 

loss! — and that /should be the cause of it!* 

' *G}.not ^<wi, ♦Mademoiselle— it was the will' 

of <iod.<'— Our poor* mother bid me say, if ever 

I saw you, that yoil must not grieve, for she 

ktfeKv you had a tender heart, Mademoiselle; for 

it was better, as she said, for her to go just 

then, in waiting on you, and when she had been 

quiet, than when perhaps something wrong had 

vexed her. She was quite calm and happy, 

and she blessed God that she had lived to see 

.you, as she hoped, out of danger.— Our good 

Cur6 said, he never saw a finer end.' 

^ Do you want for any thing at borne ?' said 
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^satme^.palei br^tjbless, confused, and almost 

sobbing. 

' Nothing, thank you, Mademoiselle/ said An-* 
At4, ^ We shall all do very well again aoon, by 
theblewngof God, as our good Cur6 tells \xs, 
-**«8 he iaySy it is our own fault if we are long^ 
ftffliGted for any thing in this world— we have 
only to bow our backs to God Almighty's rod, 
ttd we are sure he will be merciful. All will 
be well in the next world, if not in this. My 
£ither, to be sure, takes on just now mourn*^ 
iiilly, because our mother was so good^ and did 
ikU sh« cottld to make him comfortable ; but, sm 
I.tcillhim^ he knows sister Su^ette will do tbo 
wMer; .and, happy for us, she was not gon^ for 
she isjso useful and: so sweet-tempered l-^I hopo 
ifce^^avc'^U iheen tolerably gocfdi children, for I 
don't! think any one.of us ever K^^owingly gri^v- 
<d father or mother — ^we never did butj^st«as 
they Uked» becau$ey ^. our Qur^ used to tell us, 
U)ey knew best for us, till we should be grown 
tp man's estate ; and indeed so we found ; and 
we should not hav^ been so comfortable now, but 
mother bro^ght.l|s up to love and tear God and 
<>ur parents : — she taught us, * Honour thy father 
'^and mother,' betimes; and when she said, as Goa 
does^ that our ^ days should be loug in the land^' 
^he us^d jto-make us look round, and mark thatv 
of all our neighbours, tbo^e throve best wbo.hp-? 
4<jure(i fatbtrsnd mothermost;r-so you know, 
Mademoiselle, when we were taught that, it 
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was not likely, unless we had been great blocks 
heads indeed, that we should go and dishonour 
them ; one might, as you may say, as well ru^ 
one's hand into the fire, which we know, all of 
its, will burn, as be unmindful of our parents^ 
when God himself, as our Cur6 says, came down 
ftom Heaven out of the clouds, to tell us what 
t» do about them, and why. O! do not cry, 
dear Mademoiselle — I didn't mean it — Father 
\ir\l\ be better soon. As I tell him, he cannot 
hiave long to mourn ; for, happy for him, he 14 
t good deal older than mother ; and last night I 
almost made him merry, for he thought he waa 
but sixty-two, and I showed him he wa<5 sixty- 
tbur-i^b, says he, * Andr^, why, I am two yeaf^ 
^ better off thaih I though t for/ 

'' He must be miserable indeed,' said Rosanne, 
looking on the ground, *if he is so impatient, to 
die/ 

' O no. Mademoiselle :— not very miserable 
—•not at all; — but when folk come to be old and 
past their labour, and they have done no harm 
to any body, and believe in God, and have been 
obefdrent to tlie church — if I may be allowed so 
to say before jfoii*— then, as our good Cur^ says, 
is the time to look forward, in humble hope of 
our great reward; and it's almost natural to be 
Impatient. As father has long said since the 
troubles, it would be very hard to bear what We 
4iave to bear in this world now, if it was not fm' 
the hope for another; yet the best of us can't be 
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«iire we deserve to be happy thpre/ I often say 

to myself, ^ I wonder how the^e Qne new people^ 

/ and such as Monsieur's bailiff's children, when 

^ they grow up, will get through th^iT troubles^ 

^ if they are to be made to believe that theire i$ 

' no world to come' ; . and I am sure, what is to 

keep them from robbing and murdering, I. do 

not know, if it is to be the fashion to bayeneir 

tber Heaven nor hell: — and what's to become 

of them hereafter, i/ou^ know, Mademoiselle c 

for^ as I often think, we might have a right t0 

be wicked, if it were CHily, Will you bejhappy 

and blessed, or as you are? but we can't h^ 

.as we are, that Tfou know, Mademoiselle, 9$ 

well as we; if we don't be Messed, wemust;b9 

cursed — if we dq not 'enter into tlje joy ' of opr 

Lord and Master, we must go into hell^iirei as I 

spy, and how will they like that? — ^And if they 

fancy that it is enough to get their bread by wha/: 

they call hard working and So, and, because 

they mayn't be idle, fancy they're lK>nest-r- 

they 're much mistaken, and so they will find in 

the long run. — We are to strive to enter in at the 

strait gate, that is, religion ; and it must be by 

religion we come to God and Heaven; we 

roust not take our own headlong. way — so father 

always says— as he says, if we choose pur path 

for ourselves, we may find ourselves where there 

is * weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of.teeth j' 

and all this for ever. I wonder any body can 

bring np children so/ v 
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* Poor Siulpl0-^li^ded Andr^, who in his loqua- 
cious goodness forgot the philosophy of Mon* 
sieur BeUarmine, and supposed that, to accom*- 
modate himself to that of Mademoiselle, he had 
only to. leave .out purgatory and the Virgin and 
saints^ had gone on, as he thought, consoling the 
young Eady, when in reality every sentence was 
a fresh dagger to her hosom- — * How. strange/ 
taid shely as she turned gently from himi repeatr 
iiig)her. injunction to he informed if they were 
m any need-*^^ ho\v strange !' said she : ^ I cannot 
™jw itir a st€^— I cannot look— I cannot speak 
'*— I cannot listen, . without meeting something 
thirt, I am sure, my father would call superstir 
tronjand I am very much afraid I like sqpefstir 
-tioiiy.atid sljitll never be happy till I am thor 
roughly superstitious — I will know what it is/ , 
' Recollecting that she had been longer out 
than at any time since her illness, and fearful 
that Mademoiselle Cossart might wake from her 
ttevieries. of * the present dignity and never-end- 
ing perfectibility of human nature,' she would 
<have walked quickly towards the house; but 
she felt weak, and her steps were, as l^eavy as 
•Jier thoughts. 



: With all Bellarmine's care, his daughter was 

*B0w making a progress in the knowledge of an 

ieixisting religion ; and the most ignorant an^ 

I^st probable persons had beeij her tutors. Np 
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one had produced on her mind the effect that 
succeeded to Andre's unlettered oration*«-*she 
had never till now, been alarmed«--but he had 
said enough to stimulate her» by more motives 
than ever, to seek knowledge^ even if its displo^ 
sure were painful to her. 

^ If/ said she to herself, as she paced slowlj 
home, ' my iather had thought it best to ke^ 
me ig:norant of that which every body hut my<«- 
self seems to know so well, he should never 
have said so much in favour of curiosity attd 
observation. If he made me curious and observi- 
ing on one sort of subjects, he might suppose I 
|hould be so on others-r-he might as well hare 
said to me, ' Now I insist on your going to everjr 
^* place where there is a bad fever, and informing 
^ yourself of the disease, its causes, its. sympi- 
' toms, and its remedies,* accurately ; but if yoa 

* ever catch the infection, I shall be very angry/ 
And it seems to me impossible to avoid catob- 
ing tbis' — and it is what I should like to catch 
—it is more delightful to me than any thing I 
ever learnt ; and it seems so right, and I feel as 
if it were so true !• . 

In passing a little hedge which sheltered some 
Cape plants, she saw a bird's nest — she stopt : 
—the mother-bird was feeding her unfledged 
children. — Rosanne looked, and was attentive t 

* I am puzzling myself again, they will tell mc^* 
•aid she ; ' can it be suppo^ that this bird 
created itself, or was put together into its form 
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of a bird by Natyre, Necessity, Chance, or 
any thing of that sort ? It might — for matter 
takes capricious forms — ^have ^sKSumed something 
like its present shape j but who, what, gave it 
-life and motion r • ' * 

lu deep melancholy musing, she reached, her 
skting-'room^ and, tired with her walk, sate down 
at the window that. gave the distant view : icuohe 
«heep were in sight^^^e fried to amutse herself 
by looking,at the. frisking lambs-^the shepfaevd 
came,.^nd each lamb liastened .to its parent^ewfe 
— iesach ewe directed ber steps towards her owii 
lamb. ' This,' said Rotanne, ^ is stirll more w)6cih 
dcrful : I ca^ see no difference between one ktmb 
or one ewe;, and another lamb or ewe ; . but tbtse 
creatures, I . dare say, are never at a loss, and 
never mistaken. Who taught them this sagacity ? 
It is Nature, I graut; but who made Nature?^ 
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CHAPTER XXI Vi 

ff 

Since her iFather's rct)ulse of her curiosity, Ro- 
^nne had not dared to rene^ the subject; and 
cTery day increased her aversion to encounter 
the inadmissible theories of her governess. Any 
question that could be perverted to the never- 
relinquished purpose of egotism was answered 
by a wearisome reference to her own work j and 
Aosanne's wish for information was choked by 
a deluge of rhapsody and declamation, founded 
on a basis existing only in her ownfancy> or 
|:he views of her party^ and destitute of all 
connexion but that which ^ determination , to 
think as she did, might supply^ 'You will find 'it 
fn my Perfectibility of Human Nature/ was the 
general reply to every question beyond * What 's 
o'clock') or * Which way is the wind?'— then 
some chapter of the manuscript was found> which 
Hosanne was to read aloud, and which might be 
made, or understood^ to say or prove any thing. 
When half way through this task> the writer, 
in agony for her periods, and finding that nei- 
ther beating time, nor her anticipations, nor 
«tage-directions, nor ' nptes scholastical and criti- 
cal/ availed to give the right sense to nonsense^ 
Vould snatch the Sibylline oracles out of the 
b^d of the reader, and beginlierself, * da capo/ 
l^itb proper emphasis and emphatic pauses. 
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If her hearer did not help her to make out her 
own meaning, and to prove her own proofs, she 
was offended ; and if ^11 was not implicitly ad- 
mitted, it was against captiousness that Rosanne 
had to contend ; and a melancholy recollection 
was brought forward of those who had,^ hereto- 
fore, listened in raptures to the productions of 
the same pen. 

If Rosanne had the firmness to hint that 
what was given her as answer did not apply to 
her question, she was equally punished by a fa- 
tiguing and crafty circumlocution, against 
which, before her illness, she would have pro- 
tested ; but now, disarmed of anger and the power 
of resentment, by the weight on her spirits and 
the bias of her mind, she wished to avoid that 
which, if she excited it, she must endure; yet 
there was now in her manners, even when not 
pleased, a character of forbearing gentleness 
which, while it attracted the most approving at- 
tention from her father, and was by Mademoi- 
selle Qossart claimed as the calculated product 
of her system, rendered her, more than ever, an 
object of anxiety to the affection of the one and 
the self-interest of the otlien Bellarmine was 
jaot satisfied that she was happy, how desirous 
soever he was to make her so ; yet he was al- 
most afraid to raise her spirits, lest her softness 
^^hould be injured. Mademoiselle Cossart was 
convinced, and endeavoured, without losing- 
time ill j^earch of expressions, to convince Bel- 
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larmine tliat his daughter was fast going hito a 
deep consumption, * the natural disease of all ths 
English, and the never-failing and seldom tardy 
consequence of such a fever as that from which 
she ought now to have been recovered.' 

Consulting Monsieur Laborde on the langtior 
and seriousness that marked her countenance 
and demeanoftr, the cause for which she dared not 
avow, even when closetted with him, changfe of 
scene was suggested, as likely to recall her 
cheerfulness, and restore the spring of her con^ 
stitution. In giving his advice^ Laborde cau-i 
tiously hinted at the known effects of long-con- 
tiilued seclusion. Bellarmine, very \vilHng to be 
assisted, but not prone to be advised, cut th« 
matter short, by polite acquiescence and facile 
adoptions. 

A temporary residence on the sea-coast =was 
jjiccordingly arranged, and carried into execu- 
tion ; and Rosanne's interest in what was done 
for her benefit gave earnest of its efficacy. 

But this interest took its rise from that which 
bad escaped observation— the increasing wish 
in Rosanne's mind to ^ee England, and a vaguii 
hope that, near to it as she supposed the sea- 
shore, her father might be tempted to visk his 
own country. 

No encomiums that Mademoiselle Cossart 
$ould have bestowed on the English would have 
stimulated this wish so powerfully £ts the censures 
which every mention of England, when Belter- 
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i^iitt^iwteijQt presCTt, dre.w from h^n .Not able,; 
w:lteQ poBSSlBd by IjlQsanne's inquisicivemess as tOr 
tahe cduse of her dislike, to $^ecify crimes and, 
deltnqueDcieS) she resorted to the general chargesf 
of tyranny, pride, illiberality, -^nd superstition,- 
and summed up her opinion of the inhabitants of 
Crre^t Britain by saying, what Rosanne was not 
inclkied to contest, or competent to deny, thafe 
* th^v were neither French nor Americans/ 

* We ^e now ppposite to England,' said Ron 
S9m>e to herself, when settled in apfetty house 
that cojnitianded a fine sea-view, '. and they tell 
we, th^t if the shortness of sight to which Na- 
ture dopQaiS:me, and the arbitrary font! she has 
givf(n thd .t^orid, did not hinder me, I might 
sfe- tl|ke.;^outhern coast of my own country — r 
tj^fl6 is Clothing between me and that, but this 
l^a-^and the people of England are all supersti- 
tious. O that I were that hi rd! — little fool! he 
^m^fnm my. coutitry again/ 

A aailiug-boat.wasi prepared for her : she grieve 
ed whenever, her father 3 watch, held up, gave a 
signal to return. *0 that the: wind would 
blow ever so hard T said she to herself, ' would 
it but compel us to go to England !'rr-^ Is thert 
^ind enough, for the sail?' said she to her father, 
whien, in a morning hopelessly calm, he proposed 
going on the sea. 

* Not ,at present,' he replied ; * but I dare 
say, as soon as we are off the land, it will rise.' 

And so it did, and to such a degrie^, that, when 
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they would have made forborne, their little boat, 
now on the ridge of a wave, now lost in it* 
cavity, now climbing, now descending almost 
perpendicularly, seemed at the mercy of an ele- 
ment that had every power but that of being 
merciful. 

The boat had no retreat from the sight of 
what was terrific. — Bellarmine sate opposite to 
the ladies, and, for a time, kept up their spirits 
by his courage and experience. Rosanne, suc- 
cinct and simple in her dress, was little discom- 
posed in her appearance: Mademoiselle Cossart 
fluttered and flew in all the exuberance. of Carlo 
Marat. The t\Vo men who had rowed, had 
laughed much at the alarm of Mr. Bellarmine'i 
man-servant who sate in the stern; and Ro^^ 
sanne, too ignorant or too well educated to take 
fright, as yet only wished that the wind would 
lie less troublesome. • ' . 

But soon she saw her father's features assume 
a more serrous character, which was not to be 
diverted by the almost ludicrous wailing of the 
servant, whom his master could not hindei^ from 
expressing alternately his regret at having 
ever left his home and his mother, his feiar of 
spoiling some new articles of dress, and bis cer^ 
taiuty that the ^* devil had raised the windott 
purpose to fetch him to himself.^ ' . • 

Mademoiselle Cossart, Hitherto employed in 
buffeting her petticoats and her draperies, with 
BOW and then a hint from the men, that ' 't was 
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pityb^ sails would not reef,' could Qow nblonger 
set an example of any thing fit to be copied ; but 
still Rosanne was calm, and endeavoured to con- 
vince her, when she saw Jier growing pitiably 
terrified, that delay was the worst they had to 
apprehend in such a vessel-^* a walnut-shell,* 
said she, ^ will swim without any danger of 
oversetting, if left to itself: the sails are down ; 
the mast is down ; we have only to be quiet/—. 
* I wish I could say as much, Mademoiselle,^ 
said the man who sate at the helm ; * but I be- 
lieve we may as well recommend oui^elves to 
Heaven and the saints ; for we have little chanc# 
of any other port/ 

The danger was not so positive as to put Ikl- 
krmine wholly off his guard. He looked at hi» 
daughter ; an(), perhaps fearftil- that she had lis* 
tened to these words, he a»ked peevishly ^ what 
Heaven or the saints had to do with a sailing-^ 
boat in a stiflf gale?* concluding his contemptuous 
question with an authoritative reGommendatiou 
to the man ^ to mind his business.' 

- That ^ soon minded. Monsieur,' replied the 
sailor hisolently ; * for I may do what I please^ 
but the wind wM blow, and the dqvil «0i/^ steer ; 
for he won't let me——' 

' Pierre !' said his companion, pointing with 
his foot to a spot iii the bottoip of the vessel,- 
where it was evident that a plank had started, 
and the water was rushing through the leak. 

They both set up a hideous cry, which per- 
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|iiitte4 QptbiBg but its noise to be heard^ till it 
eiMied in^ We shall begpaeia five minutes/ 

^ T is too tru^' said Bellannine, raising his 
handsj fixing bis eyes on the . spot, ^and shrink-r 
ingback as if b^ buui seen a viper at his feet :«~his 
lips quivered — ^be looked pale as he sunk into a 
posture of despair ; then glancing towards p,o- 
s^nne, he said moumfnlly, ' My child, how are 
yon? — <;an you bear .Mp in such a i^oment as 
this?' 

> / I could, my father/ said sh^,- ' if J had. coii*> 
fidence. in any thing — if I k^giew what tg trust 
tPr- what to thiftk— wh^t to rely, op— !— ' ^ 

^ Rely on ! Mademoiselle/ sajd ' the sailor-^^ 
'.what is there for us to rely on? tbere^'s thesasme 
jforyou — there's nojl;hiiPg onearthi we a^ know; 
to tely on ; and notb j|\g hut a ^irac^e qan save hs/ 
\fre hav^uo right to expsect <A<iV said Bel- 
larmine deRpovdiijgly. ; :; , 

: Mademoiselle . Cossart, as. if he h^ in these 
words signed a license for. her fin^rity.or her 
superstition — however be naight hp 'deposed to 
call It at di6 pfesmC ' n(pme:iitr7*iow feU 4own 
pn her. knees by ope of the xpep,' who. h^ 
fltet the example: he.w?^ crossing ^ximself at 
a great rate : ^he was more ratiopal ;. ; but stii^ 
she offended Bellarit)ine^whO|. crying out, * Eie! 
^e!' tried to stop hen .He coHld not;? an4.Ro-' 
sanne, scarcely, knowing, why,; , )vas going to 
throw herself by her side :— he . re^train^ her 
with a powerful arm ;.he SQ^ted her agaip on tiie 
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bencfay and tried to speak, but his muscles 
moyed without articulating. 
. t It i& my father/ said Rosanne, in perfixrt 
obfdience, ai^d. perhaps thinking of AndriJ. . 
, * Now we go,' said the sailor, ^ and . the 
good God have ' 

^ Hold your tougue, speak at ypur peril,'. said 
BeVlarmine. 

.^ , The water gurgJed . 

• .*^ Now we are sinking/ said.Pierra 

' Give me your coat/ said Bellartnine to tiie 
servant — * These poor helpless wretches ! — 
There *s a stone there, give it ilie^I am sure we 
might stop the water.-— W'hat 's that piece of 
lather thfBi:e r^-7gi ve me tliat piec^^ioficorb — 
h^veyQu a pvi?' :- 

BjO$a^&9 s^me4 tp^.heyatolf .*s, if she b4d closed 

ft 

b$r> eyes oply fpr a momcint ; but when she 
Oip^n^d them, the :W:€;athfir ; was .calm, and ahe 
W^SiOn the searb^ach. |]er. father was: sitting 
by her — MadeimoiSellfj. was lying, at a; distance, 
aD^ as if recovering fpow her foars. 

TNir cAtfiage was in .;waitiqg, and they were 
s()on;athome- B^yarmincdid everything tjiat 
politeness and kindfii^s^ qoiuld 4o. to cheer his 
ci>f9plnio^£i, and. tried .tQ.make light of tlieit 
d»rtge^ RpSanne cOuld $ay ; QQtjij^g ; but she 
bfigful to ^k hera^f what could occasion such 
9ninj©essaiit.wfbkeniflg of the same. feeling in 
bei!? ./She^ did not» know, poor girl! that, everi 
w^e accidra^t wanting,, the natural course gS 
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thiBgSy the daily occurrences of our lives, wouM; 
if we had her candour, and any the least degree 
of * curiosity and observation,* produce the same 
sentiments, the same inquiry, the same sensation 
of painful craving — the same insatiable, unin- 
telligible, but invincible thirst after an acquaint* 
ince with * Him in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being/ Her garbled extracts 
from our immortal poet did not tell her, poor 
girl ! that those whose views are rightly turned 
may 

' Hnd tongues m trees^ books in the running brooks^ 
Sermons in stones, And good in every thing.' 

On retiring to rest, she would have spokei» 
to Mademoiselle Cossart on their extraordinary 
escape, in hopes, as she had- now betrayed fisel- 
lags new to h^r, that she would confess some^ 

a 

thing equally new ; but the lady bad recovered 
her prudence; and she attempted to persuade 
Rosanne that her senses had deceived her, wheji 
she imagined her alarmed : it would not avai4> 
though stoutly urged, and without tb^ smallest 
respect for truth. She next condescended to ri-* 
dicule herself for the pitiful figure she must 
have made in the distraction of her fears, kneel-^ 
ing by the side of a dirty sailor*— She might im* 
pose on herself, but on Rosanne she could not. 
The attempt lost her all the remaining respect 
her pupil entertained for her, alid which hfe* 
habrt of afTection had made her cherish- to th« 
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last ; and at this moment a wild thought, which 
never had intruded before^ occurred to Rosanne 
—it amounted almost to a wish that she could 
get away from home, and .resort to any one whci 
would inform her : this, the recollection of her 
father instantly made her repress— she exchange 
ed it for another as wild, but less reprehensible : 
she asked herself how much longer Mademoi* 
selle would live with her. 

The excui*sion to the sea-side proved benefi- 
cial to her health, and she returned to Chateau** 
Vicq to wonder and to doubt. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

There was indeed a leaven now in Rosanne'd 
mind, which produced a visible fermentation. 
Without giving cause of offence, her spirits were 
irritable and weak : the least obstacle to what 
she wished, fretted her, but not in a way yet 
observed. in her; and, contrary to what appear- 
ed her original temper, the failure of a first ex- 
ertion set her down in despair. She fancied she 
was more closely watched than ever : she could 
never find Andr6; and there was not a hu- 
man being to whom she dared spedk except her 
fiither, whose authority seemed to extend over 
her thoughts, and Mademoiselle Cossart, whom 
she looked on with a feeling of contempt. 

In reading, she was equally restricted; her 
father had a very fine library, to which his 
study was the ante-room ; but the books were 
in curtained cases, and she was never suffered 
to set her foot within the door of it, except he 
were with her : she herself had books ; but not 
one of them contained what she wanted. 

She now, rather than be left in this state of 
mind, was inclined to make herself fully mis- 
tress of those opinions on which were founded 
the claims of the heathen gods and goddesses ; 
—and as these were somewhat considered, in 
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|he progreiss of perfectibility, Mademoiselie Cos*- 
sart,^ as a great favour, lent her some of th« 
books from which. she was compiling her original 
work. From these she got knowledge of a 
certain, kind, but np comfprt — she was sooil 
wearied with her research, and gave it up, but 
nibi till' ^he ' had /incurred some reprefaenstoiJL 
from her father, . for wishiiig, with the waywatifc. 
tiiess of a mind weaker than hers, tliat ^ she had 
learnt Latin and Greek/ She wished it^ only 
in the hope that what she had not learnt^ might 
by accident inform her of that which she nmsf 
not learn; mtd she h^ flattered herself that her 
father would * c6mmend her for being inclinod 
to do that which, in opposition to him, she had 
heretofore refused to do ; but he seemed now to 
iiuspect some latent meaning in every thing she* 
9aid ; and he checked her rather harshly. I 

There was from ;th is time, though J t was nqt 
avdwed, an end of ilU confidence between. Bel*- 
larmine and his daughter : both bad tli^ir viiew 
—their purpose ; and eadi, before they repUed 
to the other, looked round, as if to detect atrtc^ 
fice. A thunder-storm destroyed the harve&t 
for miles* round them^ and just at the season 
when its product was looked for. A gr^m 
breach of every law — an exertion of tyraanical 
power beyond the usual daring of men--*Hmi 
reached the'live^of some of the most deser;ieing 
of tl)e cc/mmuiiiiy« Bellarmine took occasiofi'tD 
advance hifi own 'opinion^ in the respect o£ his, 
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daughter; and, for the sake of degradingi he 
condesce^ided to recognise the notion of a su- 
perintending Deity : * Fools/ said he, ' set up 
an idol ; they deck it, according to their foolish 
fancy, with the attributes of power, justice, 
wisdom, and mercy : what say you to the power, 
justice, wisdom, and mercy of a deity, who letr 
the best of his worshippers be ruined or muf«- 
dered without one effort of his talents to help 
them? The thunder-storm on Thursday fell 
heaviest on the most useful ; and those who have 
perished in this horrid massacre, are some of 
the worthiest of the people. If this be his go- 
vernment, those are wisest and happiest^ in mj 
opinion, who have the least reliance on him/ 

Rosanne made no reply— she resolved to be 
silent: — * Andr6, Andr6,' she said to herself. 
But when she recollected how fair an ocqasioni 
was afforded her, she began to hope it was held 
out on purpose to court a discussion: — she 
raised her eyes from her work,, but her father's 
countenance did not encourage her — she knew, 
not what to think : — again Andi'6 occurred to 
her recollection, and she continued .her employ- 
ment in silence. Bellarmine, as if determined 
tfr bring on a crisis, repeated part of what he 
had said, addressing himself almost pointedly 
to her. 

Rosanne did not know that her father had 
expressed to Mademoiselle Cossart, but a few 
hours before, his suspicion that some one Imi 
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put ' weak notions into his daughter's mind^' 
^nd had even hinted, that if she herself wat 
subject to be as much off her guard as when in 
the sailing-boat, it might be from her that Ro- 
«anne imbibed them. Mademoiselle Cossart 
had pledged herself for the perfect freedom of 
Miss Bellarmine's mind from all vulgar preju- 
dice; and knowipg that religion was never ^ 
topic of conversation, she Jbad gone so far as to 
say, that, whatever suspicion Miss Bellarmine't 
questions might excite, they were questions of 
ignorance, and asked with a perfect disposition 
to teceiVe his opinions. 

This had tempted him to make thus much of 
trial ; and Kosanne, when he now spoke so di- 
rectly to her, was on the point of making 4 
reply that would have produced the crisis ht 
seemed hastening. She was going to say, * But 
is there not, Sir, another world for isuch suf- 
ferers?' — when Mademoiselle's, smelling-bottle, 
the long-existing signal for her pupil to be si- 
lent, put a mute on her tongue, Rosann^ 
jseemed to have time to answer, but nothing to 
reply, Bellarmine seemed to congratulate him- 
self. All appeared fair ; and, as if to celebrate 
his own victory, he called on Rosanne to sing 
to him one of his care-defying songs, which 
told of flowers that perish and beauty that 
fades, which reprove thought and encourage 
heedless joy — ^ because man, when he dies, is 
the fdod of worms.' 
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It was diilicuft to obey ; but Rosanne had, in 
her less mature years, often disobeyed when 
obedience was not difficult — she now obeyed 
when it was painful, and sung, but it was in a 
ttemulous voice. 

It was a ptetty, light, tittuping French air to 
which these words were adapted ; and the sounds 
came sweetly from the lips af Rosanne-^lips 
which explained the expression of the poets, 
when they talk of the loves and graces am- 
bushed in smiles and dimples. 

Bellarmine was charmed : he did not perceive, 
or he wished to coax away, the latent charac- 
ter in her features — for, as she sung, she 
thought that the words and the air ill accorded 
-^and still less were they in harmony with her 
feelings. The words spoke indeed of * joys and 
pleasures,' but the motive on which they were 
to be pursued was no stimulus. ^ Because,' 
thought she, * we are to be deprived of all hap- 
pitiess, we are to behave as if we were de- 
lighted.' She pointed out this incongruity, anJ 
was surprised that a taste so correct as her fa- 
ther's, could hesitate in admitting her objec- 
tions ; but he contended stiffly, that it wa^ all 
mirthful-^an Anacreontic sentiment, and a 
cheerful air. She was still surprised—she did 
not yet know what an infidel * on convenience' is. 
* Let me sing to you, Sir,' said she, * a little 
pensive sort of air I happeue^d to think on y^s- 
terday.*^ 
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* I do not like pensive sorts of things/ said 
lie 

'But do hear it/ said Mademoiselle; ^ she 
sang it to me this morning ; and I was charmed 
wi^ it: it is really wonderful, considering how 
little practice she has had : though I certainly 
have taken great pains with her composition/ . 

Bellarmine acquiesced* She had taken those 
beautiful words, translated* from the Arabic, 
which have lately attracted notice, but which 
her father had given her, in confidence that she 
would misunderstand them. It is pity. some 
genius more practised does not set them. Thbir 
sublimity, their pathos, their narrative, would; 
admit of the finest expressions which harmony^ 
can give, and f sweet Echo' would here have fit 
employment. 

* I betook myself to the repositories of the- 
^dead; amd I exclaimed, in a plaintive tone, 
••Alas! where are they? And Echo replied, in» 
' the same plaintive tone, Alas ! where are 
'they?' 

There was nothing in these words that went 
much farther than those of the Anacreontic song; 
-*^th6 one exhorted to niirth, because the to(n1y 
closes* human existence-^the other inqliii-e^* 
where those on whom the tomb- has cli»sed; are> 
to be found. Why, then, did he, who h^ 
been aceustoiified to qtiote them in-proof o# hjs 

VOL. I, Y 



302 ROSANN& 

own hypofchesisy look discomposed when, he 
heard them sung? and why did he, witli very 
littler comment or commendation, quit the room ? 
Did he, now only, feel that to be, indeed, a mo^ 
mentous inquiry which the words of the Arabkm 
poet suggest ? or, did the tempos of RosanheV 
mind give some eloquience to her composition^ 
>some rhetoric to her voice, which cannot Jbe de- 
spised) because it is the attendant on truth, and 
cannot be resisted) because it speaks truth itself> 
and is to speaker and hearer irrefragable convic'* 
tion? 

It was How growing unpleasant to Rosanne 
to be in. company, or to submit to the restraints, 
demanded by politeness; but she suffered, no* 
^ing to appear that could give uneasiness to her 
father, except that which she could not dis^ 
guise, and which made him at times fear, that, 
notwithstanding all his care and its good ef- 
fects, her illness had laid a foundation of mis- 
chief to her constitution. She heai*d, without 
Tegret> that tlieir summer plans would no longer' 
include visits, and suffered Mademoiselle Cos-* 
sart to rail. 

When alone, she preferred to all that hiid 
formerly interested and empl<>yed her, those, 
occupations which left her mind most at 
liberty i and heard herself exhorted in.vain to< 
finish a beautiful table she; was :inlaying : with 
the vrixxgs of butterflies, capght for her iri ftitapa. 
of her father's ingeoiou^. ^^o^trivauoe* . Sh^ 
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could not look at any thing so wonderful as 
this variegated assemblage of exquisite material, 
and perfect hues, without awakening that ' sti*. 
ftiulus to her inquisitiveness, which she felt, 
painful, and wished slie could believe reprehen** 
sible. • Her ideas would not be dismissed at h^t 
biddmg, nor . would they be satisfied witli 
a reasonable indulgence; they intruded— they 
fixed themfltelA^tes-- -and they demanded admis- 
sion for their retinue of doubts : — new notions 
of rigbt and wrong haunted her, till, not able 
to distinguish between them, she sate down ia 
a miserable- state of mental neutrality ;*— some- 
times inclined to wish she could sleep out her 
period of lifeless existence, and then checked 
by recollecting that her dreams were, if possible, 
more disturbing than her waking thoughts. 

An idea of the impropriety of applying but* 

terflies' wings, obtained at the expense of life, 

to a frivolous purpose, seized her.— If they, weise 

'80 ei^quisite, Nature might intend them for some 

other purpose — ^nay, it was cruel to kill them 

~/Atff she had always thought — perhaps it was 

cruel to kill sheep.-*-What could it be that made 

the real difference between right and wrong ? 

*-— People mustJiave wonderful sagacity in dis- 

'Covcring it-r-and an astonishing memory to 

iiecolleot it in every instance — it was Ipity. it 

was not written somewhere, and then it caul4 

be referred to, and people would be agreed.:-** 

iftfae siipi^bsed it was its not being written that 

y 2 
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occasioned wars, an4 disputes/ and battles,, 
and murders ; for^ if every body had the samoi 
rule to resort to, there could be little disagree- 
ment'*— no more than between . readers of tl>€( 
same book, or performers of the same music. 
The diiF<^«nce of seose and education might 
make one person give a meaning not quite 
similar to that of another in reading ; and the. 
taste of two performers, she knew, m^ght make 
the same musical composition se^n two dif<* 
ferent things ; but still there would he points, 
and those the most important^ on which thej 
must agree. As to the butterflies, it could not 
perhaps be cruel to use them, because her 
father, she was sure, would not then have per- 
mitted it, or assisted her in collecting them ; 
but now she considered them attentively, it 
seemed like waste of them — ^and, indeed,, like 
want of respect for Nature— yet it was pre- 
iesving tliem; and, if she could but satisfy 
lierself about what they called Nature, she 
should look on them with pleasure. — ^Sbe was 
very much inclined to think, that what the old 
man had said, aad what Andr^ had said, was 
true;^ as far as she could understand it. Sh^ 
thought that this God, whom they appeared so 
to love, must be the maker of every thing ; and 
that what she called Nature was only a sort.ef 
performance of his wUl, in a mamner sov regu^^ 
2ar, that it seemed as if the thing effected hf 
i6m will was the wiE itself md as if tjhe will 

S 
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wis the person who willed. — ^ And what an ad« 
ttiirable^ what a perfect piece of mechanism, 
indeed,' thought she, ' must be this world and 
all it contains, if the hand that guides it is so 
Concealed as to lead us to doubt whether there 
be any ! — ^But this, I mmt say, we ought to be 
told — we should be instructed in this — it is not 
my fault, nor my father's fault, if we cannot 
discern this hand, ^ince he has probably had 
no more opportunity of seeing it than I have— 
and, I must own, it would be a superstition 
beneath him, with his gre^t and good sense, to 
fancy a thing must be— its I ani afraid I do^— ^ 
and then to assert that it {^.-t— But it is odd that 
some people should seem to know a great deal 
on this subject, and some people nothing. Per- 
haps superstition is confined to tlie lower 
classes — having no learning, they may want 
it — and, indeed, I have never seen any other 
persons at all infected with it. Certainly I 
never heard of any superstition-masters. — I sup- 
pose it will be thought very disgraceful to me, 
if ever I say I will learn it—just as if I wanted 
to learn to wash, or look after horses, or work 
in the fields — but I do not think I shall mind 
this, for I feel that I cannot do without it-— I 
dare say, this is all the consequence of my xiQt 
choosing a learned education ; and, not living in 
the world, I cannot any way supply the want 
of it, as the few ladies do whom I have seen— 
for, as to knowledge, they do not appear to me 

yS 
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to knew much more than I do— but then, as Ma- 
demoiselle Cossart says, they have *the air of 

* the world.'— Then, I dare say, after all, there 
are three things to choose out bf-r^learning, the 
air of the world, and superstition. I think the 
superstition would suit me best— for, if they 
would only fairly tell me who made the but- 
tei^ie9, and who made Nature, and show me 
any book containing the true history of Na- 
ture, and rules for what we ought . to do with 
butterflies and such things, I could perhaps 
find out the rest*~but as to telling me that 
Nature makes butterflies, it is just as if they 
were to tell me that the laws of a country made 
the people in it, or that the person who brings a 
letter made the paper. As to atoms, and mat- 
ter, and necessity that forriis it, I do not be- 
lieve a word of it :-^I suspect the truth is, that 
this God of Andre's made the matter, the fine 
particles of every thing; and then somehow 
ordered them to be thus and thus : and if it is 
so, I Wonder what can be the pleasure or ad- 
vantage of keeping me in ignorance, or de- 
ceiving me : it may be * common' and * beneath. 

* me,' but we are all forced to do many things 

* common' and * beneath us :' — it is * common' 
to eat and drink, and it may be * beneath us' 
to be nourished by that which nourishes the 
lowest people ; but I fancy, if we tried the 
experiment of rejecting meat and drink because 
it is * common,' or woiild eat nothing but what 
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those ^ beneath us^ cannot get<i we should soon 
be in danger of starving* 

At length, wdary of feeling perpetually weaf. 
ried, and goaded with the now often repeated 
reproof of * time wasted/ * nothing achieved/ 
and the * labour of others lost pn her/ she re- 
solved on overcoming the increasing weakness 
of her mind. Without divulging the real state 
of it, she candidly confessed, that, since her 
illness, she had felt an indescribable las^itudei 
and inertness } and now, being sensible of ttajid 
its pernicious eifects, she was as desirous to 
struggle from under it as those who blamed it. 
' Bellarmine, whose fondness as a father had by 
degrees matured into the affection due to a crea- 
ture whose faults were his own work, and whos^ 
preponderating merits wei'e every day more con-: 
spicuous, was delighted by her ingenuousness, 
and promised her every assistance on his part. 
He now affected a sort of confidential disclo- 
sure. He named to her some of the writings of 
our best deistical authors, not with a view to 
make her a deist, but to show her the absurdity 
of granting so much without granting more, 
and the greater absurdity of granting any thin^f. 
He gave her her choice of* the two famous de- 
luges of the world; it was immaterial which 
she preferred: — ^he made her laugh at a hu^ 
morous description of the sprouting of Cad- 
mus's army.< — ^The drilling— the strutting — the 

t4 



yawning — the staring of bis new troop>, weU 
fancied, made her forget, in her wish to keep 
her mind quiet, that there were a few objections 
to be made to his analogical reasoning about 
deluges. . 

Sending to Paris for a fre^h supply, of books^ 
h? compiimente^d h^r on the alteration she com* 
pelledhim to make in his system. Every doubt,, 
he said, should now be fairly met — ^slie bad only 
to propose her question^ — i^he would not, h^ was 
sure, take up his time in discussing old wo- 
^n's tales, such as Mahoo^t and his pigeon, 
^nd otlier ipode% of revelation, equally an ihsult 
on human understanding-^it was only his ca2« 
to keep error out of her mind, that prevented 
his giving he^ the Koran and the Bible to rc^ 
—she should have tlie Koran; and when she 
had digested all the impudent lies in it, if she 
wanted any farther confirmatioii of her faith, she 
should have the Bible, which she would £nd a 
succession of ann£ils; and the first chapter of 
which, he flattered himself, would be quite suf^ 
ficient for a mind on which he had bestowed 

« 

such pains — if she could digest that, she might 
swallow any thing. 

Rosanne, glowing, and unable to be as sub*' 
missive as she had designed to bei-r-said, preci- 
pitately, ' But I should like to read it — ^if yon 
please. Sir !' . 

' 9, certainly,' said he ; * it will be very good 
aniusement for you some years hent5er— -you 
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shall h^ve: a sj^inniog-wbeel and a snuiF-box it 
the same time — and a pair of spectacles; an^ 
then my -Rose will b^ quite set up-— Take my 
word for it, Roscy, at present, it would dt^ 
you more harm than good. — You miist hare a 
litle more natural pbilosopliy before you read 
it.-^I have given you as much notion of astroi* 
nomy, and the solar system, as I saw your 
little flimsy brain would bear at present. — I 
have told yqu how these bodies, which you 
seem so inclined ^worship, conduct tliemr 
$elve9 ; and have shown you, that it is as muc^ 
matter of mechanisms .as your watch. — Do hot 
interrupt ine. — I was going to say, that, if you 
were to study the Bible, all this would be un- 
hinged in your wwk judgment ; and you might 
not; without giving me trouble, see that nothing 
can be more contrary to the laws of Nature^ 
than the unscientific systems of the poor igno^* 
rant compilers of traditions :— ^you may ask any- 
body if I am not right — it is a well-known 
fact' 

When Rosanne would have interrupted her 
father, she had on her lips the unguarded reply 
to his mention of her watch — ' But, Sir, who 
winds up these pieces of mechanism?' — His 
look, his manner, and her fears, all came in aid 
of her unstable prudence; and her credit re- 
mained good to the end. 

His subsequent conversations with her were 
uniformly of a, tendency to correct any effect 
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that he could not anticipate ; bat he did not 
perceive, that, while he was inveighing against 
* prejudice' and * superstition,* and of which he 
always talked a great deal too much, his his- 
tory of their progress and inconsistencies only 
the more convinced his hearer of the natural, 
the general, and almost incorrigible dispositimi 
of mankind to seek an object of paramount re- 
gard. She heard all tlmt he said with the deepest 
attention ; but, taught by her ill success, she 
now seldom atten^pted toM^eply. To her own 
bosom she confined doubts which no one wouM 
satisfy, and objections which could only irri* 
tate her by- contention, in which she gained 
nothing but reproof; yet^ if nothing imme* 
diately diverted her train of thinkingt what 
she had heard or read, or could imagine, un* 
corrected by her father's reasoning, dwelt in 
her thoughts through the day, and returned 
to her vivid recollection when she was supposed 
lisleep. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Consistently with her conviction that she 
ivais wrong in indulging a habit of idleness, 
Rosanne had perforce counteracted it with ine* 
chaqtcar industry; and slie made it matter' of 
obligation to be constantly employed ; but there 
remained in her faculties none of that elastic 
spring which our living, almost unconsciously^ 
in habits of religious obedience, gives to tte 
well-ordered mind, and which converts labour 
into satisfaction.! None of her endeavours 
would answer the chilling question, ' To what 
purpose this, beyond the rendering me insen* 
lible to the passing time? Such a fever as I 
have had — such a danger as that in the sailing* 
boat, may make all my amusements seem like 
playing with a doll, or building houses of cards» 
as I did when a child. I wonder how any body 
can be happy without being poor; for it is 
only the poor who can work to be useful ; and 
nothing but its being useful can make work 
pleasant. I am sure the old man, and poor 
Nannette, and. Andr^, must all have had more 
enjoyment of life than I ever had — or even my 
father; for I begin to think, that, if my father 
were superstitious, he would not be sulxject to 
^lich fits of low spirits,— As for me, I am cer-* 



tain, that, with all my endeavours, I cannot 
much longer endure living day after day only 
to amuse myself. I might as well be asleep. 
My father laughs, and says he must take an- 
other house for my pictures, and my loads of 
music, and my writing ; and when he said so^ 
I could not, indeed, help asking myself, what 
is the use of it all V 

^ Am I,' said she to herself, in her silent mo-r 
Qologues, ^ to spend the rest of my time as I 
^bnow? I hope not; for it is horrible — but 
my father has ceased to talk of England,— « 
and what he has said lately, looks ad if we wer6 
settled here for life. Something in England 
seems to have disappointed him. Perhaps be 
Expected the English to be enlightened, as ht 
calls it — I know nothing about that, but I am 
mire I could not have persevered so long as I 
have, in learnittg for nothing, and being busy 
to no purpose, if it had not been for this retire* 
ment in which we live — therefore, this cannot 
be the geneml mode of life with all girls^ 
though I sec that every lady where I visit with 
my father, affects to compliment me on my 
happiness; but I dare say Ma'mselie Cossart 
has tutored them. And at beit, eVen if I live 
to the greatest age, I must at last die ; for I 
cannot hear that, by any chance, any body has 
lived for ever, though they tell me that this 
World always was, and always wiU be. They 
%alk of * a Roman death.'— What, are we to be 
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our o\;r A 6xecutLODers ?— -And this ' eternal sle^p !' 
Who told them it was eternal ? — Has any body 
ever. seen these eternal sleepers? — I do not be^ 
lieve it. The old man's, and Nannejtte's, an4 
Andre's belief shows something to aim at — it i| 
much better than ours ;— I do not believe N«i* 
nette was so anxious only for my sake — sh^ 
Memed to me. always as if she was trying to dQ 
ri^hty and as if somebody watched her ; and at 
for her husband and Andr^, why did they fe^t 
ao comforted ?-^Wby did not they die * Roman 
* deaths/ and go at once to this * eternal sleep ?' 
— tit^e should, I suppose, in their situation. 
But I am sure mankind succeed each other 
like tenants in a house — they cannot hinder 
my knowing that. — ^And then, of what use is 
it to live? Till I can obtain some satisfac^ 
tion — till I can hear something I can believe 
about the world, and how and why I came into 
it; and what is to become of me after I quit it^ 
I shall have ho interest in any thing. — Perhaps, 
too, there is something I ought to do; and Iierr 
I am living like a bird, hopping from bough to 
bough, and doing nothing. I am confident X 
bm still kept on purpose in the dark — there is 
something I am not yet to be told. But, per^ 
liaps, it is the same kindness as that whfch. 
makes . my father keep from ' me the dreadK^ 
stories of the revolution — it may be so'metMltfg' 
shocking: whatever it is, I should UkS to 
know it.' 
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Poor pitiable Uosatiiie ! sighing for that, and 
disposed to take any trouble to learn that, whicU 
IS close to every one of us, and neglected by 
^nost of us. What would hare been her feeln 
ings of gratitude, had any one explained to her 
that the endeavour to do our best, be it dver so 
trifling an einployment, if innocent, has a tend* 
ency towards fitting us for a paore perfect 
world : had she been allowed to think tha^ the 
intellect will survive the body, and that,: there* 
fore, it is worth our highest cultivation — ^that, as 

* He who made as, and fbr us ifab ample worldt' 

does nothing in vain, we must suppose all his 
works deserving our care^ and amongst the 
rest, ourselves and our faculties,-:— she would 
have wanted no other incentive — and once in- 
trusted with the unlimited character of a hea- 
venly eternity, the happiness of which we are 
bound to seek, she would have felt the profit- 
able employmeut of one hour, a duty more 
priessing, than slie had ever thought the im* 
provement of a year. Reasoning in the man^ 

ner to which she had been accustomed, she 

• 

would have seen that the actions of mankind^ 
as to this world, move in a circle ending in 
itself^ but that, regarded in connexion with a 
future destinatiqn^ they proceed in a spirat linc^ 
whose extreme no mortal calculatioa can asr 
certain. 
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The Avretched iuconsistencies with which' she 
fi^lt herself treated and cheated, on the subject 
nearest her heart, received now a considerably 
addition from the visit of a friend of Mr, 
Bellarmine— *a man of talents, and desperate 
fortune, who had lately reached the aristocratio 
rank, after having lent all the aid in his power 
to destroy it. She was permitted to hear much 
of her father's conversation with him ; for there 
could be no danger of her learning, from what 
be said, any thing militating against the opi- 
nions in which she had been trained ; but now, 
on politics, she was as much puzzled as on the 
subject of superjstition. She could not see the 
justice of that mode or those means of govern- 
ment, which her father's friend wished carried 
into effect; on the contrary, it appeared to her, 
that, in pursuing them, many persons must be 
stripped of rights possessed by them, and an 
order of things must be established^ different 
from what she had read of, or could observe, in 
the little of the world with which she was ac- 
quainted ; and above all, the systems proposed 
in these conversations, were precisely opposite 
to that by which she was controlled. At length, 
suspecting that she was very near the ' perfecti- 
bility of human nature,' of which she had long 
teen weary, she lost all desire Of being allowed 
to listen. ; ^ 

The uniformity of her disapppiatments acted 
ouher. mind like the cautious bairringthii avenues 
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of a hbuse^it con vi need faer that there was n6i6cie' 
thing to guards and some interest in guarding 
what she desired to possess* Agaiii her temper 
suffered : and she noi^ began to complain, in au^ 
dihle murmurS) of the fruitless monotony of her 
Kfe* But Mademoiselle Cossart, shr^'^dly sms- 
pecting that with that monotony her office wx)iild 
cease, could not encourage her : she rather strove 
to magnify the great distinction which such.aa 
education as she had received, conferred ; and Ho* 
tanne, provoked by the use of arguments tliat 
seemed founded only in the wish to perpetuate, 
her subjugation^ . having listened till she was. 
weary, began to turn into ridicule the jargon she- 
was doomed to hear. * Utility' and * dignity' were 
now changed for terms of recommendation, of a 
lower order ; and if she would have listened, she 
might have been well initiated in the arts of fe-r 
male intrigue. It was no merit to reject die lore, 
for it was a system incomprehensible td Rosanne, 
and addressed to feelings with which she was^ 
not gifted— and Mademoiselle Cossart dared not 
iarplain herself intelligibly, as Mr. Bellantiihe^s* 
orders were positive against the introduction 
itito. RbsanneV mind, of any wish or prospect 
that'tond^d to supersede his authority. 
• • • ■ . » • 

We are not always the worst in heart and! 
conscience, when we appear the least amiable:^ 
Rbsanne,wl]Hsn she was coaxing her father^ and 
trj^ng' all that innocent- cunning could effiict^ 
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to induee him to ' satisfy ber very laodebla cu^ 
riosity, appeaxfedy indeed^ almost angblic : ihe 
was the saxoe meritorioos cteatdf e boAkrj bat 
with a rather different aspect^ when sntothcmd 
resentment, svispicioo, contempt, and ihdi^nattt 
piide, disturbed her features, gave unpleasant 
tones to her voices and, towards Mademoiselle 
Cossart^ almost an ili<>bred abruptness of manh 
ners. 

She was suifiering in every way under tlie 
struggle in her mind : and her ingenuity suggests 
ing almost hourly some scheme which, oa the 
first trial, failed, it was not without reason, 
though certainly without justice, that her incon-r 
sistencies, her resistance of advice, her restless^ 
nesSf and vdrious other deviations fiiojBi righ<l^ 
wern matter of reproof in the judgment of hisf 
advising friend^ who, begintiing to suspect that 
Rosanne was tired of her smd wished for a re^ 
lease^ suspended her literary labours, to wm 
again this fugitive treasure. 

But she gained not, even by her oomplaisantc^* 
Rosanne had her views' and her purpose; and 
nothing could turn her aside fVom tliem. Sh# 
did not presume to hope as much ds she g^ve 
reason to suq>ect ; but she thought it not im^ 
possible^ by assuming a higher tone, to obtain $f 
superiority over a mind which she saw given 
up toalotii and indulgence, with no other lucid 
hiterxrals. than such as were bestowed on the 
iliapsodies of her pen, 

VOL. I. z 
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. By' vari6u8 artifioes, this advocate of perfec- 
>tibility had now nearly freed herself from all 
trouble in the ccmdnct of Rosanne ; and, ex- 
cept as her attendant when she went beyond 
the limit of her own inclosure, she was sel- 
dom with her. ^ How I could employ this lei- 
sure/ said Rosanne, ^ if I had but somebody 
to teach me what I want to know !— I am de- 
termined to accustom Mademoiselle Cossart to 
a little more of my ill-humour, to tell her the 
truth^ and make her screen me.-^If I could but 
see Andr6 ! but I am afraid he is turned off: and 
I dare not ask/ 

. She now began to use such replies as ' Ex- 
cuse me, I do not choose to tell you how I have 
been employed'-*-* You will get nothing by com- 
plaining to my father'—* I am not quite a child' 
•^' I must le^rn to think for myself;' — which, 
though at first they .were met by anger, in a 
abort time called forth an imitation of grief, at 
the conviction that * her dear amiable pupil' was 
less affectionate than heretofore. Neither the 
o^e nor the other moved Rosanne. She knew 
enough to have ruined Mademoiselle Cossart in 
Mr. Bellarmine's estimation : she was certain 3he 

« 

daried not betray her, and that she had only to 
persevere to mak^ her supple— she therefore 
persevered. 

But though she contemned this spy on her 
actions, and was displeased with her father, her 
instinctive and improvipg affection fox biro 
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was pot subject to any thing that regarded her- 
self} and Rosanne's deportment lost evdry harsh 
feature, when; just as she had completed her se- 
venteenth year, a broken leg confined him, first 
to his bed, and then to his couch. The reco- 
very was tedious ;, but as he was at no time in 
jeopardy, she lost the opportunity of (|bserviiig 
the consolations of an infidel. 

Bellarmine M^'as an atheist for convenience;' 
therefore, if he had been in danger, it is to be 
hoped, for his credit, he might have been a 
coward; — but as he was assured of his safety, 
he prepared his daughter for * the probable 
event of his death/ He made felse confidenci^, 
because he knew none were required; he ex»' 
horted her to fortitude, and was gratified by^ 
seeing, that, on such an occasion, she had none* 
He gave directions as to the disposal of his 
body, * close to the tomb of his faithful dog, 
Hero — a creature,* as he observed, ^ far more 
deserving the name of a rational being, than half 
the men whom he had ever known.' He strictly 
ferbade all attempts at any sort of form of* 
burial — he * would be dragged off the bed on* 
which he should happen to die,' — ^^only he begged 

* tare might be taken not to spoil the setting of 
h!s poor shattered liinb-— ha! ha! ha V— then* 

* put in the first horse-cloth at hand — the gar^ 
derier should dig a hole^— and any two of the 
inen could take him. neckf stnd heels, ha ! ha ! ha! • 
and put him in i'*^— thejr might * give him a fey^ 

zS 
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SOUS in his pocket, to pay Charon for feriyiAg. 
him' over Styx/ if Rosaune was ' incUned to 
mythological credulity, apd would be ^Dbappy 
in the fear that his ghost stood shivering by the. 
water-sidey this cold weather.' 

All this was very good sport; b^k {losania^. 
could nq^ laugh. She knew her father's predi- 
lection for that philosopher who had, in similar 
circumstances, made use of similar consolation ; 
and shp had he^rd him attempt to justify the > 
publication of this scene, as very useful to niai^- 
kipd iq general. But her feelings, though she 
did nqt understand theip, m^dp \t appear shockr 
ing to \\^ tq b^ thus merry ; and she w^s, even , 
in l^er affliction, inclin(Bd to remark oi^ t^e ip- 
coj^sistency of the * reduction to original no* 
thjngnQSjs,' — the ' returning to dust/-— tbf * eter- 
nal sj^ep/ with tl^e notion of ' a shivering 
gho^j:,' and 'its tran^pqrtation tp another re*' 
gion*' The witt:y ps^rt of the contrast, howf- 
eyier^ s^ppeared tp her tb^ ipqre respectable, 
ap^ (1^^ n^^t- cqnsonant to her idest^ f I wouJlf) 
rath^f/ sai4 fhe, ' think of th^ ferryrl«fU, 
t|^an of th^ eten|ial &]l^p-T7|)i)^ ^ ^.¥PPS?^ ^ ^^ . 
Mj<x>ng/ • 

• Pe^wmjnp wjsh^.l)i§(iai^htar4p^^^ 
hjs ip£ulwty^ ^he ppur^gp wit)^ ^l>j?h, ^ .^ri»* . 
phil^sgphej pf . ^h? . inp4^ fcboftl ip^^ ^fal^; - 
^«.* ,% e^njl^avour 4id^nj>^ . succ^ { '%fM* ^y^^m. 
s*?? ^ W^ ;tft 'spes^k ofl. ^ .suhje^, s|hf , ; ^^^^ % 
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Vtmkis lifetiad been a scene of severe a^icdon, 
h shoulrf bfe thought right to quit it with inciif- 
fereific^/ -^ She could hot perceive the con- 
t^mptible pusillanimity of ' the superstitious 
deaths^ he described to her :— ' it was natural,* 
lihe thought, * to regret leaving those whom we 
loved, 2[nd that to which use had attached us; 
and if there was nothing to compensate for 
thes6 retiuiiciations,' she thought it ^ more rea- 
sbnable td be melancholy than gay in the hoar 
6f death/ ' He coiilci^ only assure her, that this 
life was a life of certain, though changea))le 
misery, sind that she would find it so, unless 
ishe ent6rdd heartify '' into those principfes 6n 
which he bade defiaiiCe to it . 

Hi's weariness of confinement, added to the 
i>ain* which at times he had to endure, fi^l hea^ 
vily on Kosahne, wndiri, with little copsidera- 
tibn, he kept almost all day with him, subject 
to all the variety of a, gloomy mind, rendered 
turbid by real and artificial sufFeriiig. She had 
liever been so closely his companion : she had 
not before been so incessantly doomed to hear 
the repetition of metaphysical siibtleties, and 
th<3 sophistical Soliloquies of a conversation^ 
IfeUere there could be neither contradiction hpr 
reply— and* it wearied hejr. * It is disentangling 
a skein c^ very fii^e silk,* said she, ^ that ca?^ 
bfe' 6f no use to more than a very few such 
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weavers as my poor father — ^and, after all &e 
(disentangling, this silk seems to me thrown 
away. My father is always so fond of argu- 
ment! and it is arguing with himself that he 
appears to HHe* Now, in my opinion, if every 
thing was settled and written dqwn, it would^ 
not be to be argued. — I declare I have no par 
lience. If Nature and Necessity have. so. fixed 
every thing, how can there be more .than on« 
opinion ? but if the old m^n's and Anclr^'^ God 
has the management of the world, I -think we 

ought not to talk so. 

* ■ * ' ' ■ ' * ■••... 

The decision of Bellarmine against Mademoi* 
selle Cossart.on a point of .jErnglish verbal criti- 
cism, vVhere,* as she was wrong, she could not 
possibly yield, having estranged them more than 
usual, they, now seldom conversed without dis- 
puting rather acrimoniously. She was, except iq. 
a daily visit of ceremony, nearly an exile from 
the sick chamber. Rosanne, consistently with 
her scheine o^ freeing her mind from one half of 
its fetters, reported to her her father's conver- 
8ation, and said enough to have createcl a suspi- 
cion that she was a little out of the track they 
had wished her to pursue, even if she had no^ 
yet entered on another; but, to save herself 
trouble, Mademoiselle Cossart had so' ofteti 
pledged herself for the *^ perfectibility* of her 
plans, and for Rosanne's entire exemption frcfm 

* prejudices/ that she 4ared not give the alafti)^ 
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and she could only combat by her own unsettled 
opinions — to which Rosanne would now scarcely 
listen — those, which, if she had been disposed 
to investigate them, were leading, with, nd 
snail's pace, to the very point interdicted by BeU, 
Urmine. • 
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' ' ■ CHAPTER XXVil. 

fe* dMJunctian with a surgeoti, Monsieur La- 
Iro^de, who had bMfi Ro^anne's physician, at- 
tended her father; and her chief amiiseinent' 
was derived from the news they occasionally 
brought. One of the most interesting particu- 
lars of these communications was the extraor- 
dinary circumstance of a new neighbour. A 
small estate on the nearest edge of the forest^ 
with a pretty house on it, was become the 
temporaiy abode of an English lady, who, hav- 
ing married, in her own country, an ' emigr^* 
French nobleman, had returned with him to 
France, and, after seeing him near the height 
of all that could gratify a vain presuming en- 
thusiast, had, by a convulsion of government, 
been doomed to endure those heart-rending mise- 
ries which mark the progress of public commo- 
tion. She had been the dupe of weak passion, 
and, now become an object of pity to her recon- 
ciled family, she was availing herself of the in- 
terest of some relations of her husband, who 
was now recently dead, and preparing to return 
to her native country. 

Bellarmine expressed a degree of satisfaction 
unusual with him, on hearing of this lady's vi- 
cinity. He had known her husband in early 
life, and when his genius had distinguished him 
in the world of politics and philosophy, ^ falsely 
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SO caned ;' atid a rieooUection of th\4 isociety kl 
tvhich he had met the Mafquw ly Otsc^tfe/ inidfi 
him conclude that his wife ni^st Be dlstia*-' 
guished for * brilliancy of talent, and enfargii^ 
ment of opinion ;' a predflectton, which Moit^ 
sieur Laborde's eulogrttfn on her attraction* coiM 
foborarted. 

Perhaps with the kind intention of ftrdieasititf 
Rosafme's comforts, he wafr lavish of his prdis^ 
and it seemed to hav6 rts effect; wben Mr. Bel- 
lamrine intimated the impatience he should 'fiiet 
to visit Madame D'Orsette. 

He was, however, still on his coudi, ahd feid 
no prospect of soon quitting it ; nor did* he seettf 
to recollect that his daughter ha^d more aMlity 
than himself, till at length, tired df a confiiii^ 
ment admitting only of her treading Ae amis 
teresting round of what she was tanght ttit^ 
her own mclosnre, she, as the spring adraticfe^ 
asked permission to resome heir usual' exbhiis^ 
of airing on horseblaick, or in the cai'riagd 
libe latter wa^ granted, the fbtmtr postpwierfl 
Mademoiselle Cossart was called in to receiVii 
fresh orders for accdmpfan^ying hei-; iwJ'IRoi 
saune felt the suspension of her insiptd pleasurei 
an improvement of them. ' /' 

Sh^ drove, the first day, within sight rf ^Ma- 
dame D*Orsette's abode, andat liei* riturt Tfe^ 
ported her tour. At Monsieur Laborae^s iiext 
visit, they again talked of the newneigHbbur. 

and Mr. Bellarmine, having unint^nttdnaff^ afi 
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fprded* the physician an opportunity of speak-, 
ing ralone to Rosanne/by desiring him to pre* 
Sf^Hbe for some slight ailm^it, slie availed her-f 
self of it to ask him wlmt she unight expect to 
find 'Madame D'Orsette. ' I would not,' said 
be, ^ say any thing that could prevent the inti- 
macy, because I hoped you might, at least for a 
short time/ find amusement in- having a neigh- 
bpnr ; but your father is much mistaken in fan^ 
eying Madame D'Orsettc the counterpart of his 
friend. — I believe she had great reason to re- 
pent of her marriage : the marquis's principle^ 
)iad involved her in so much calamity, that hi» 
^eatbi though shocking, was almost necessary^ 
tp her. preservation, and that of her only child. 
She has. now, I presume, no other desire than to 
get home, and I think you will find her a perfect 
^glish woman, and, if I have any judgment^ 
one whom you would admire more than your 
fether will- Sonpebudy or other, I dare say, 
will tell him, before he attempts to make a visit 
toJj^, that she is not what h^ expects her to 
beTsloe^is of the reformed church, and by what 
I «aw, I conclude, reads the Bible; thereforei 
you know how he will estimate her : — but every 
one has a right to his own opinion, and I never 
inter^re in such questions. We, who live by* 
al^ Xfittst not presume to think for others.' 

A new interest was n0w excited in Rosanne'4 
\9Mm : W curiosity to see Madame D'Orsette 
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3Krfis^,changecl into a persuaision. that she was tht 
treasure which she was seeking, and that seeing 
her \$ra$ neicessary to her comfort, and would be 
the means, of leading; her out of. the m%ze of 
doubt whic)i^o distret&sed and eitbarrasaed beii 
To make her a visit, ^without waiting the reccn 
Y^ry of her . father, was Iher Juimeoiate resolut 
jtion; and to do it atone, , was her wish:: but a$ 
this seemed not pQ^iMei she determined to ask 
Mademoiselle Cpssart to.iicepmpany.her/ thither 
on footi that she mjighft not be under the' netefri 
sity of JQ^c^liiding \tk: her confidence, her fatlier'i 
^servants* .!.•/'' '. ^ " ' ' "» 

i JVlademoisetl^ Cossafet had. not indulged hef!^ 
love for delicacies and repose in* vain: she was 
now gro\|krD^ thanks to Mn BcsdUirmiBe's English 
housekeeping a^d her own natural indolence, 
to a;Sliate of corpulency that made walking a 
paipf id ^ xet tion ; and beyond an adjoi niu^g 
grove, aiMjia very smaU circuit ia the park, sbf^ 
pever .wei|i$ on foot. Thfe first p^opos^l, thei^*^ 
fore, th^t! Rosanne made, for going bQ|^nii 
this tethered distance, and which she nikaAt 
to ifollow up with .the mention of her schemeiT 
was receivecl in a way that showed Mr. BellaMi 
iKiine's injunctions were not sacred. She resdlyr 

* 

thought Vhex: dear amiable Miss Bellammi^ 
qould take^ajittle gentle ^x^rcrse alone, atid^b^ 
would be more at liberty, and papa wcai]4 
%everknow it/ ' . 'i 

;^.^09ann6 jfpuld almj(^t ham thaAk«i he|^ hii$tL 



wdoitoctfiig )lie c«utkm n^te&ary, she only ae^ 

' 'OpprdSdioii 18 said fo fiiake \tiBe mtitt matl-^tt 
Vill Miike a very lloneM heart cfeceitftil; and if 
RManim's lltfd this qaality, or any other, not 
perfectly according'' with a child4ik^ simplicity,, 
ft was taught her. Her m^feaeur^s ^^re^ nov^ 
takai. She wtikeA out this day by h^iVself, and 
rettir^ihg tri1d)tn the time escp^cfed, and report^ 
ing her oircait^ whicli iiad be^i only in the park, 
and wber^ i^ had seeii »> <)tte^ Mademoiselti^ 
Cossart seemed to ^l hensdff xight m^ consolt^ 
ing her own ease, and Rosanne to feel heiiself 
jlisiti£ed iii th^nextnae siie ahould make of stich 
an oppertunity. 

: Every ihmg was propitioue f o her scheme- 
for the next day : the vreather was fine-^the 
aeascin favourable : her father urged her to go 
mtf a^id om foot; and imagimi»g she wm to he 
aoebiBpanied as he had ordef^d^ he had no 
tmmity ai»out hei^. She took lealre of hin>, ifi*» 
finoGtiiig that she had pi^ojected a long walk. 
She^set«a^ alone^ in. a saimteHng pace, having 
tah«i the keys 4f theg^es in her path; httt 
her hUart fatted her, before she had passed her 
llibcted limits, and sile re«Ui%ied di^poirite^ 
.iifSQQnsbfaUe, a^ angry at her 6wii timidity; 
^ i-dki nM kn^^w I oouldfls^ slidi ^ ^v^^^ 

Her self-reproaches through the ^ day 'shii$rfe# 
}kffiia»^fciii^r tet^fidfiAe* cfeysa^Jheiapsed^ 



before her father would disn)iss her m time ^r 
the accomplishment of her pui^pse^ Ag^ii^ 
however, she set pufe ajadagainj her h«art fisiiled 
l^er, and she be$itate.d> till telling herself j»hf, 
would only go within sight of Madame D'Or- 
sette's housiie, she acquired cpuiidenice sut&eiept 
tp quit tlie park, where it opened on thp forestr 
But, even there, sh^ felt disposed to riecede; 
she had never been alone on a high^o^d :--r-3hi9i 
knew not what she had to dread— -she * would 
only just gain the summit of the rising groun4. 
before her ; and if she did not then see Mb4w^^ 
D'Orsiette's house she would returp. 

The ground rose slowly and tediously. . Ro* 
sanne's steps might have been beg^2led, coul4 
she have looked on either hand i but she 9sw. 
only in the direct liue before her : the grouiul 
dipt when $he had attained the spot which sh^ 
had stipulated with herself not to p^ss ; but a 
very short sharp hill convinced her, by what sh(». 
remeniber^ of the road, that the next toil 
would be the ^ast ; and ^ it was pity, when per- 
haps within ^ few yards of th^ utmost sbor 
\\rished for, to turn back :— nothing ?hoqld tempt 
her that day tp do movp tl|an look at tlxe outsi4e 
pj( Ijhfi ho^^e ;'^-jiihe yi((x\x]d tlf^p cont^iyej^ on % 
firtHfe 4ay, to wm ift tl^ cf^wiag^ t^ the parfc^ 
gj^f^ wbi^ vrQ^l4 laye t^me, an4 shorten the ^i^^ 
tams^ ; and Mademoiselle Cosss^rt cw\d w^it fogr 
her, w^i^ ^^ «¥^. * 1*^ f ^^lff»aa iwi4e¥ 
J>^Wr« 4^f botftnjiafii^gt* 
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' Inexpcrieiiced in the world and its attrac-' 
tions, RodanOe had to learn their power : she 
did hot know that she should find it most 
iJifficult to resist, when her fears and her reason 
xhost forcibly recommended resistance. She saw 
the house ; and she still continued to go for- 
ward, till perceiving a lady coming through a 
gate in the fence which divided a small field 
from the forest, she stopped willingly, in the 
hope that she should now be tempted to 
proceed. 

But the lady retreated, and shut the gate; 
and now Rosanne, left in despair, to think 
<5f her * return, sat down on the ground, sen- 
sible to a little fatigue from an anxious walk, ' 
which her watch told her had employed near an " 
hour. She was rising to depart again, vexed * 
and angry with herself, and forming fresh plans 
and fresh resolutions, when she heard the gate 
fall to, and, looking towards it, she saw advan- 
cing an old man, in appearance an upper ser- 
vant, who came forward, and, in the name of 
Madame D'Orsette, requested to know if his 
lady's house could aflfbrd her any accommoda- 
tion. He spofke French, but hot very fluently, 

> 

whence she concluded the man to be of the same 
country as his tnistress; and making the experi- 
ment, by speaking Ertglish, she was confirmed ' 
in her supposition, and encouraged by the plea*-* 
^ure she seemed to have ^iven the messenger. ' 
The lady, as if impatieat for the servant's r^^ • 
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turn, again came mit to tbe gate, and Rosanne, 
unhesitatingly, though not without palpitatiorf, 
suiFered herself to be drawn by civility and hos- 
pitable expressions, towards thd*hou|p, the marf,. 
at every three steps, turning round to praise 
the country which he imagined the young lady 
must know, and to express his most poignant 
concern that his dear lady had ever left it: he 
hoped, however, they should now* soon see it, 
though it "was* a sad job to get leave to get out 
of this France : but his ladv's husband's rela- 
tions had now great powder — they were just now 
* a-top of the wheel' — God only knew who 
would be at the top or the bottom next— for his 
part, he never saw such a country — and if it 
were not out of respect to his lady's family, and 
because he had carried her about when a babv, 
he would never have come to it; but he hoped 
now they should soon be out of it — they had 
very comfortable letters ; and his lady's uncle, 
Mr. Grant, — perhaps, Mademoiselle might know 
Mr. Grant, — was so good as to have made inte- 
rest with some ambassador-people to let him 
fetch Madame and the young lady home, that 
they might not travel all alone ; and when once 
off, for his part, he should not care how few 
English people eVer visited it again, or how few 
French ever came to visit them : in his mind, 
if God Almighty had meant them to be ac* 
quainted, he would have put a bridge — and tlie 
?ea was a very good ditch, toj^eep off bad neigh« 



tK>0F8 :~-ftr Ai^ pwt^ Ibe Jlever luiew any of thts 
dar€*^vfl set| that ever •came to any good ; and 
h$ was tired of living Id a placep where one 
could Hot get ta church if one would, and had 
ever so much time/ 
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